
The a s s o c i a t i o n  o f  s p e c i a l  
 pera at ions 2nd h t l i c o p t e r s  
d a t e s  h a c k  Eo W z r i d  ? J a r  I' a n d  

L i e u t e n a n t  C a r t 2 r  3 a r i n a n ' s  PR- 
4 B  r e s c u e  m i s s i o n .  D u r i n g  t h e  
1 9 5 0 s .  t h e  H-19 h e l i s o p t s r  v a s  
u s e d  by  t h e  A i r  F.?suppLy Lc 
C o m a u n i c a t l o n s  3 e r v ~ . . : e .  

When i n v o l  v inen f  i i l  

S o u t h e a s t  A s i a  b e g a n  L o  
e s c a i a t s ,  t h e  i h e i i c o p t e r  iras 
e v a l u a t e d  f c r  u s e  i n  c a m b a t  
t h e r e .  The  B o e i n g - : J e r t o l  H-21 
was available i n  l a r g e  i l u m s z r s ,  
b u t  w e r e  n o t  a b l e  t o  ~ p e r a t s  i n  
t h e  mountainous n o r t n 2 r n  p a r t  
o f  S o u t h  v i e t n a n .  The 3 ,  ' 

u n d e r p o w e r e d  H-21 c o u l d  n o t  
c o p e  i ~ i  t h  t h e  h i g h e r  
e l e v a t i o n s .  Lo a d i  ng  a n d  
u n l o a d i n g  was d i f f i c u l t  a n d  t h e  
H - 2 1 ' s  l a r g e  s i z e  made i t  a 
e a s y  t a r g e t .  T h e  H-21 was a rmed  
w i t h  a  . 3 0  c a l i b e r  n a c h i n e  gun  
i n  t h e  r i g h t  d o o r ,  b u t  t h l s  was 
n o t  a  s a t i s f a c t o r y  a r r a n g e m e n t .  
T h e  m a c h i n e  g u n  h a d  a  l i m i t e d  
n ~ i ~ g  a r c x i  r n a i l e q u a t e  
f i r e p o w e r ,  a n d  made l o a d i n g  a n d  
u n l o a d i n g  t h e  c h o p p e r  e v e n  
h a r d e r .  

F i g h t i n g  o v e r  t h e  r o l e  o f  
a i r p o w e r ,  a n d  t h e  h e i i c o p t e r  i n  
p a r t i c u l a r ,  b e t w e e n  t h e  A i r  
F o r c e  a n d  Army l e d  t h e  A i r  
F o r c e  t o  a b a n d o n  p l a n s  t o  fo rm 
a number  o f  h e l i c o p t e r  t r o o p  
c a r r i e r  s q u a d r o n s .  The  Army 
e x p e r i m e n t e d  v i t n  t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  U H - 1  
Huey t o  d e v e l o p  t h e  a r a e d  
h e l i c o p t e r  g u n s h i p .  

By t h e  m i d - 1 9 6 0 3 ,  t h e  A i r  
F o r c e  d e c i d e d  i t  n e e d e d .  
h e l i c o p t e r s  i n  S o u t h e a s t  A s i a  
t o  s u p p o r t  i t s  own m i s s i o n  

t 

- i-' -,- 2 
,A 4 * . . .  

I n  J u n e  1365, t h e  2nd  A i r  
G i - q 7 i ; ~ o n  i n  S c u ~ h  V i e t n a m  
I n l t i a t 2 d  3 r e q u e s r  f o r  I S  A i r  
F ~ r c e  i ' H - S C  n e l i c o p t e r s  , a n d  
a i r r ; r e \ . r s .  The  : l e i : co i ; t e r s  y i o u l d  
p r 5 : j i d e  air-if~ s ~ p p c r t  f o r  
f o r : ~ a r d  i o c a z l a n s  l i l c g  A ~ n y  
S p e i - i a l  Fiji-ces (camps. The;; a l s o  
T - , -  , . , ~ u l d  be u s e d  f o r  t r a n s p o r t l a g  

c sinbat L:ontr.>!. t c a m s  ,a n  i! 
; l r i i e i d  s u r v + y  t g j m g ,  f j r  
,:.s!~a1ty e:.iac!ja-t:on, .%n& l o r  
r ~ s u p p i y i n g  s i t a s  t i l a s  :ler- 

r2tney:;l ise i n a , - a r + a  5- . . - . -SSl i31.~.  

Sn 3 O c c o b e r  1 3 6 5 ,  t h e  1 9 t h  
Xel i c c ; ; t e  r S q u a d r o n  v a  5 

s c t i v a t z d  a t  Tan Yon N h u t  Air 
Base ,  S o u t h  V i 2 t n a m  :;i th 
f o u r t e e n  SH-3Cs.  The 2 0 t h ' ~  
m i s s i o n  was t o  augmenE coinbat  
s e a r c h  a n d  r e s c u e  f o r c e s ,  
p e r f  orin c a s u a l t y  e v a c u a t i o r , ,  t o  
s u p p o r t  c o l n m u n i c a t i o n s  s i t e s .  
aizf i e l d  c o n s t r u c t i c n ,  a n d  t h e  
t a c t i c a l  a i r  c o n . t r o l  s y s t m ,  t o  
t r a n s p o r t  a i r  l i a i s o n  o f f i c e r s ,  
a n d  t o  p z r f o r m  
c o u n t e r i n s u r g e n c y  o p e r a t i o n s .  

The 2 0 t h  b e g a n  c o m b a t  
o p e r a t i o n s  i n  December  1 3 6 5 .  By 
I ~ f a r c h  1 9 6 6 ,  t h e  2 0 t h  was f l y i n g  
a n  a v e r a g e  o f  n e a r l y  1000  
s o r t i e s  p e r  month  f r o m  Tan Son  
N h u t ,  Da Nang ,  a n d  C a m  Ranh 
Bay. When t h e  1 4 t h  A i r  Commando 
Wing was  a c t i v a t e d  i n  March  
1 9 6 6 ,  t h e  2 0 t h  was a s s i g n e d  t o  
t h e  new w i n g .  I n  J u n e ,  t h e  2 0 t h  
moved t o  Nha T r a n g ,  w h e r e  i t  
b e g a n  t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  o n  t h e  
u n c o n v e n t i o n a l  w a r f a r e  r o l e .  A 
d e t a c h m e n t  o f  CH-3s,  a i c k n a m e d  
" P o n y  E x p r e s s " ,  w e r e  d e p l o y e d  
t o  Nakhon Phanom R T A F B .  
T h a i l a n d  t o  s u p p o r t  T h a i  
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3 E  I n  t h e  u n c o n v 2 n t i o n a l  
: j a r f a r e  role. In 1s$C,  the 
2 0 t h ' ~  CH-3E a e c t i a n  becjan t o  
t r a n s i t i o n  t o  t h e  3 3 - 5 2 H .  I n  
1933, t h e  2 0 t h " ~  UH-IN s e c t i o n  
was a s s i g n e d  t o  O p e r a t i o n  SAT, 
t h s  d r u g  i n t e r d i c t i o n  e f  ~ O L -  i n  
t h e  B a h a m a s .  I n  i 3 d 5  , t h a t  
m i s s i o n  was p a s s e d  on  ro the 
4 8 t h  A e r o s p a c s  R e s c u e  a n d  
R e c o v e r y  S q u a d r o n ,  a l o n g  w i t h  
t h e  U H - 1 1 4 s .  T o d a y ,  t h e  30th 
f l y s  o n l y  t h e  t l H - S 3 J  P a v e  L o w .  
I n  1 9 8 9 ,  t h e  2 0 t h  ;qas i n v o l v e d  
i n  O p e r a t i o n  JUST CAUSE a n d  i n  
1 9 9 0  a n d  1 9 9 1 ,  was i n s t r u m e n t a l  
i n  O p e r a t i o n s  D S S Z R T  
SHIELDiDESEKT S T O R M .  F o l l o w i n g  
t h e  G u l f  War,  he 2 0 t h  was 
i n v o l v e d  i n  O p e r a t i o n s  P R C V I D E  
CObIFORT a n d  SOUTHERN WAYCX i n  
t h e  P e r s i a n  S u l f  r e g i o n .  2 0 t h  
p e r s o n n e l  a n d  a i r c r a f t  w e r e  
d e p l o y e d  t o  t h e  r e g i o n  i n  e a r l y  
A u g u s t  1 9 9 0  a n d  r e m a i n e d  u n c i l  
J a n u a r y  1 9 9 3 .  
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reservaLi ' l r l  i : r t ice ia i lh da-v.
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T:a:< r .JArA .- l t t . 'eqA )  ** :T Up

and replanted so that th: : . r
posi t ions r :e latrve to !he
mo{:kup Here 37:act . l -y l - : - i re Lne
real  rh ing.

The plan i ras for  an;- tC-130
tanke r  and L' , ro l lc  -  i  308 C cmbat
Tal-ons to lead Ll)e rard.  The
HC-130 woui.d refuei  i , i re
choppers over Laos before the
f lnal  leg of  thr  f l ig i :c into
No r th Vi  e tnarn .  One o f  t l le

- e emb+t, *arler:,s-w-truf
assaul t  force of  one HH-3 and
f i  ve HIJ- q3 helrcopters.  The
relnaining TaIon would lead in a
str ike force of  A-1 Skyraiders
1n support ,  of  ihe raid.  The
Talons, wi t ,h t ,heir
so p h i  s t . i  e a t  e d nav j -E a t ,  i  o n

in Novernber I970, General
LeRov l . lanor commancled the USAF
Qna,- i  e l
vFvv4q4

f - r r ra 'eaf i ,1n:
vFL!

harr i . rn: l r t .ar=r i  : f  i ' l  n l in AFR\aqq.9q!vu .LLu,

Flor ida.  l , lonths ear l - ier ,  i ' lanor
har i  haen n l  er ,c" i  i  r  , -h.a r , ra nil lqg !L ' !yr l  vrur 'gU l . I  vr lq! 'JE 'J!  d l l

al1-volunteei : ,  mu1!. i -serv: .ce
assaul t  force.  The assaul t
force was a handpicked group oi
U.S. Army Rangeis fnd Air  Force
H-53 and H-3 hel icopter and l ' lc-
130E Combat TaJon ai . : :crews.
Their  mission: Eescue American
pr isoners of  ivar f rom t t :e Son
Tay Pr ison near t ,he l . Ior th
Vi  e*-namese capi ta l  , l i  Hanoi  --  - l

l , lanor was a combat veteran,
a former commander of  t ,he 37th
Tact ical  Fighter Vl ing in
SouLheast.  Asia.  He had f1ow 345
combat missions in World l lar  I I
and Vietnam, had been the Air
Force's top br ief ing of f icer on
SouLheast,  Asia at  the Pentagon.
As commander of  the USAF
Sncr: i  a l  Onorat- . i  ons Forr-c hevrv!  lee t

had been responsible for  the
tralning of  U. S. and al- l ied arr

: -
i ,  C r  J J l l  l I  e a l -  t I

unconvent lcnal  i la; ia le.
t r - . ' -^ . - /  

-  - -n.--  r . - - . . i

^Id, i rO.C 5 ;Ul l i^r ld. l l ,JU5 Cr: . i l -ne' l

aL Duke i ie l -c i  cn !he EgI:- i i  AFB
-^- .^&1,--  

. . ,L. .^-  
- .  

! . .1 1 
- !  -^!-ce!vdL-LUl l  . f l l€!-  ct  . i -UI. ! -JI- :

, -4r .  l . . t -  
^ i  

Lh\  . lnn T1.t  a=11 a,  i r r . . {
!  c iJf  Ivd U. l -  Lrrc Jvl l  L al  U 

-1i i t ! r  
r l : lu

L^.- . -  ^*--+.r i  'nL. .rJr-st l  . - ! t -uL:- f , .  f l i= ULl l r lP rrgp

bur l - t  i rorn : :<{  iurnDe l :  and
i 'ar-nF1- {r l^ i l r  SO l-L COUIC l :eeq4 Js e

Cisrnant leci  and hlc iden i ro i r
1- 

- . - ;  ^  -  -  -  -  
I  :  i  e 

-  -  
+ rr  -  +

i rJV.. :_ts:L >p !  ; t i l ,L=. . : - IJL=> L^l3L

Ll lg d9r i l r

sysLems, could guide the
raiders in under the North
l t l  

-+ -^ l -v l -cLr lc l l l lcbc j -ctLld. l -  l lcL.

The crew of  t .he HH- 3 iaced
-L^ nh:]  Iannr in thoLIIE 9f  l=cl ,Le>L urrqrrLrr : , , -  4r .

assaul t  on the prrson camp. The
HH- 53s v{ere too large to land
inside the ccmpound and would
have to lani  outs ide the pr ison
r,ral ls.  The HH-3, carry ing a
srna11 ass,auLt tean, i . tould crash
l  rh. l  i< +ls+ ,-1-. -Fi-r  i -  rnaidt tu r l l  Lr lc urcdtrrrq l i l
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. ,L- .^.^ +L 5 , rJ *h^ 
- . - - - , .1+\7 l rE! t r  L- l r€ !=>L Ui-  L.r | :  . l ,oDctU!L

f  orce i \ ras al-reaCy engaEed.
About,  55 I lor t i r  Vietrramese
Euards r . rere dead or ivounded and
the Amerrcans were Eclng
t.hrough the cel  ls  looking f  or
**: . -  

-  -+ 
rL_-.-

_ut, , i -5u11cJ-D ul .  wd, l - ,  ' / . l l€tr= ! /eJ-c

Phocographers ! . tan I

; rk innthrough -rhe cel ls,
rat  dt1!ras-

The assarr l t  iorce ccmmander
cal led 1n an A- I  st , r : .ke on the
l r r i . . ldA n^rth 

' r r -  
i -ho rrr i  rnn 

^\rorr r  !g

i ' Ih:  ch l, lo r th t t i  
-  

!
v:cLr lcLluebe

re inf  orcements cou. l -d air i ' , /e.
Demol i t ion charges r , /ere pianted
rn the wreckase of  the

-J-L1^e^F- H-3 -hFl
qt lu

conmandos beEan to bcard the
HH- 53s for the r ide home.
rTtr . rAnf l ,  <Ar/an minUtgs af tef  thg4 ,r  !  r4 9 J

ra ld began, the choppers were
back in the alr  i / i th al l  the
commandos aboard.  There had
been no Americans ki l led ln the
assaul t  and only one wounded, a
f  lesh wound t ,o the inner t .h igh.
As t ,he choppers made t .heir
wi thcirawaL ,  t .he charge s in the
H-3 rnrenL ot f  ,  destroying what

1^r;r  ^+ ;  r
wclb J-cJ- L u] .  I  L.

Although the raiders L^J
ll ct (l

55

ieel lng they could beLier
-J.- i -^ ,  i# 

-{- i - . -+ 
d, .

att ,eropts .  tn i  s move and rumors
of the raid that  reached then
buoyed the spir i ts of  the POtr is,
many of  whom had been held in
isolat ion pr ior  to t .he rald.

fact  that  t .hey found no
pr isoners was disheartening.
Later,  i t  was Learned that.  the
pr isoners had been moved months
ear l ier . Faulty U. S.
intel l igence had fai led to
discover that  the POI ' Is had been
moved. In spi te of  the f  a j - lure
Lo rescue any pr isoners,  the
raid struck deep into enemy
terr i t ,ory,  a lmost,  to Hanol  ,  t .he
capi ta l  c i ty of  North Vietnam.
The raid proved to be a
psychological  v ictory for  the
American forces. The surpr ised
and worr ied Nort ,h Viet .namese
mo';ed aI I  U. S. POWs f  rom
out ly ing camps to the pr ison
known as the "Hanoi  H1l ton",
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0n L2 l . {ay i  9 7 5 in rhe Gul r
of  Siam, 50 mi l -es oi f  che
Cambodian coast,  a Cambodian
Khmer Rouge gunboat forceci  the
Amerlcan con:a1ner shlp 55
I t {awadt iPT f-o heg.. , .e t rc.  The. .sJ srevs

Cornmunist  Eunboac cre! 'J boarded
the hapless t rerght,er and
se i  zecl  i t .  -  t .akinq i t ,s cret .J as4et

1ru5 Lcr9€b.

The shlp was tracke d i :y
U. S. reconnarssance pJ-anes as
i r  ^^ i l^ i  +.- . -  +k, .  

- ,$^: lIL JqI IEU IUL LI IC DiI IdfT

Cambodian rs land of  Koh TanE, a
t . iny cross-shaped speck of  land
tour rni les lcnS by one nr le
wrde. Diplomat ic erforts to
recover the ship and i ts crew
came to a standst l l l -  as the
Cambodian government refused
contact .

Jci . l - ' r t  hel l -coptel :s f io i l  the : is t
Snrc' i : !  arhara+:4nc' l - . : r : ,^ l rnn

u -1 s q q !  v rr

Lcck oi i  f rom i{akiron ! 'hanom
Rr' l r /11 Thai land At: :  Force tsase.
' I i rey i . rere Jo]-ner j  , :y LhIee HH-
5 iCs troin the . I0 th Aeiospace
P.e gcue and [J.ecc' . / 'e i ] t -  Squadrcn.
Ahn:r . l  fho r-h/ l r rnAFt i . raF6

Fr-r

r ro iunteers : rorn ihe Ai-r  Fo rce
r i 'snrrFr t ' :  t r , :  l  i  co I l . r : : r r i - ,^ . - ,n at

v lqq

l , la i t i : , :n P!rancm RTAFts ,  a- i  s ' :  knolrn
d.5 rqJ\  f  .

rnL.^ - ,  i  r " , -  
-1 i , - . - .^ . - . - .  i .^^,-

rr lE cEUu! r  I ,y t , rJ LLt-=l l rEl l  i - IUl t l

i ' lKP - , 'ete to i :e at1 assaui t  force
i  i  

-L ^"  ro,-r t t i  t^cr l  narnra
-L!  LI Ie:-V VVE!= ry--v lL

the i lar ines couiC arr ' r -ve at  U
'F = n r  n

About an hcur lnt 'c  the
i l  i  * ! .  .  

^ f  iha {}a5,{ i  1 l; l - ] .gnt ,  One O- ()pS

choppers Ios 'E a main roEor
L ',l 

- -l 
,{ 

- - ^ -. 
k 

- 
.l t, j 1 I i * 

- ^ I lp!qus ql lq urqDrlsq,  r - !1f  I t tY drf

tour crer. /men and L9 secur j - ty
pol icemen. Plans for an assaul t .
on the is land of  Koh Tang were
put on hold due to the
ar:r i  dpnt

phot.o l ' layague z

On 13 l . {ay,  as 250 U.S.
I ' {ar ines boarded transport
aircraf t  in Japan and the
Phi l ippines for U Tapao,
Thai Iand, three CH- 53C Super

t -

i {orkrnq around Lhe c-Lock,
maintenance crews for the 2Lst
SOS and 4 0 th AF.RS put e ve ry
hel icopter possible into
comm]-sston.

On L4 I-1ay, ai rcrews t lew
che H- 53s souLh to U Tapao
r ihere the l . lar ines were
arr iv ing.

At.  Koh Tang, reconnaissance
aircraf t  obse::ved a smal- l
f ishing boat,  run f rom the
is land toward the mainland. The
crer i l  of  the aircraf t  t r ied to
turn the boat back, but fa i led,
rear ing that t .hey might in3ure
the very people they were
l .  r r r ind 1- n roe^rra Thc ni  lnf  '<r lLev r

1 udgenent r- Ias good ;  a l  though
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"r .7^^^!" '  E ' l  . r^^Jd Rrrmlrarrsh.  ther tvvsj  g l lvvv qqYrr t

sen ror f  l ig ht .  ine cha nic ,
vanlshed in the sea af ter
hcloino tha r-oni  lnf .  psr.^ne thev9=^L..v ' r9vqY9

ai rc raf  t .
The second arrcraiu,  KI I I IE

11 1. ,^1, iar  F.rr . . incr h. :arrrrLL s tYdD J-ULrl l=!  .  i  JUrr tY t lC*.  f

f i re f rom the is land, KNiFE 22
r^/as badly hl t .  Aborcrng che
attempt to Iand on the rs iand,
Kl l I f  E 22 l  impe d bac i< to the
Thai coast. l ine wi th a ser ious
c,,^ l  1 

^^ l -  
L-*^1. ,  *- .1, i  

-p 
a L +^

Lt lCr rEdnr rJarEry l i lc tJ\rrry J.L LU

DA!= LV.

map of area

5' j

i - la;or . { ; rwar, i  Cc-rson,, jazed.
l l  r rhr  rn: , - .ntni-r  l i i :+ l : ' - ry j i . r

-  
j  

-  
- r r  

e

. . j , fn i " larsLcn l -e, :1 Co::son Lo
qr1- i1.  \ /  i r r , ' -  n ln i  l , r r -  l ' i  rqt

Lreutenarr-u F.r-c i iard VancieEeer
\ 'Jas kr i l - -d r i rurnrng eneny
f : - : :e.  Sur: i : .vol :s i : :c i l  l i i , l  I l : i  31
' - rpeA trr . - l rar i  i t : r  

-  
l r^ .  r  i ' - , :m

;/ ' , !L t , iu l ! ! ' r  p ' ! . f  ! tJnL l :J l l t  u l lE

deqr.  1.1 ' , 'o i^ i , ; .S, i  P.O)lef t .  a,  : / i ;SOn

i ' lhrch i {aS l l - lSr-  arr l I / i I lE In ' r -he
^jd!Cd UL )U=LiLr i i l l>.

Thi: i t t . r t  l rsr .  iuS choi--per,
; i i l I iE 3: ,  ?r i :h FlrsL Lr-euLeirar iL
' . t i l , .  l  

- , -1.1 ' r  -q,1 
- , - , ' - -* . -1. :r - l i - r !C !c1L.^=J dL U: i :  i -Ul l t

resi :ued tne rh: :=e survlvors
t :orn i (Nir 'E : l  and heacle, l  ro i

t . .  -  . .  L.  I  1 , l
Lr lc:  rJ€clui l .  ra!Lt I  . - - rLLrI l9 I '1

l , iar : .nes ashore.  KNIFE 3:  i r i ted
off  ior  U Tapac rvr th batt le
{- - - - . . .  ; -^-  : r :  k:+-
udl l ldg€ LLUtl l  I  )  5€iJ€t i -dL€ l l luJ.

T',rr l  4 0 th ARRS choppe::s ,  i0LLY
;12 and . iOLL' l  4 ' "J,  each landeci  l7
l la i ines,  ta. l . i .  l -n,J nLtmerou: nl- ts
. ] ' i^om Pnam\/  ; i  f  e.  Bott f  f  etuf  nedJ ' - .

- -€.r ' l  "  
l l  rTr 'sdj-eIy Lo u I3pd,) .

Af ; -h ic n1a1nl-  l -ha:^o '^rara
r v 4. .  u t

89 l" lar ine s asno re on che
r i r€stern s ide of  Koh TanE is land
and t .he 25 surv: .vors f ro in i i lJ IEE
23 on the eastern beach, prnned
dorrn by eneiny f  i re.  The assaul t
i . Ias Just  nore than an hour old.

,T n T ,i-l-J-L-----a1s o---a-n-A R RS-
KNIFE 23, approachrng the

east beach, was hi t  by large
cal iber weapons. the ta i l  was
shot ar^ray and an engine vras
dest,royed. I t ,  crashed in the
surf ,  but  the 20 Marlnes and
f ive aircrewmen aboard escaped
intro the nearby t rees. KNIFE
31, the fourth chopper making
i t ,s approach to the east beach
behind KNIFE 23. KNfEE 31 was
hi t  in the fuel  tanks and i t .
exploded into f  lames. K] ' t IEE 31
crashed on the edge of  the
shore.  Five of  the 26 men
aboard were drowrred or k i l led
by eneny f i re as rhey escaped
the wreckage. Hl t ,s in t ,he
cockpi t  had 1ef t  t -he 6i  1n+

- !  t / l rvut

chopper,  had i lown cover ror
KNIFE 32 as the crew of  KNIFE
2L was rescued. After aer iaL
refuel ing,  JOLLY 47 trred to
land 2i  l . iar i -nes on the west
beach. Enerny f  i re \ r ras too heavy
and the at . tempt,  was aborted. I t
r . /as novJ 0 7 30 local  t ime .  Thir ty
minuLes later,  JOLLY 41, -ur ied
^4-. i  ^  

krr+ l* i , .^agaln,  Dut,  was clr l -ven away
again by Eround f i re.

l ' leanwhiIe,  the l . lar ines had
been landed aboard the i loJt .  by
the f  i rst  three AF.RS choppers.
JOLLY 13 i readed for easi  beach
i  n an ei- iFmnt 1.^ ra<^1r, .  thg

crew f  ron KI 'JIFX 23. Taking
heavy ground f i re,  the
he I  i  r :oof . .or 's Ie i r  i lare case



0V- 10 Bronco forward arr
control  (SAC) alrcrar;  i rcm the
2 3rd Tactrcal  A: . r  Support
S quadron, 5 6 th S01' / ,  at  NKP .
Direct ing naval  gunf i :e i rom
-uhe USS l{7Lson, the CV- 10 s
provided support  for  t l le t roops
on the ground. The naval  guns
knocked out a Cambodiair  gunboat
whlch had run aground near the
eastern beach. Tir is gunboat had
r : inor l  l ro:r / \ r  r {a l ihpr 3r lnf i ro on

!gr Ig.Jv]p.L)

the choppers as they approached
t l le eastern beach. ai-so
arr j -v ing were f ive surviv ing H-
5 ?s -  forr  r  f rom Lhe 40th ARRS
and one from the 21st 5OS.

*L^r^ Att  I  n
IJITULU r/V-IU

the J-ongesc t i r ; .e n:-nute s
t t€I_LUUPT-=L ' , -L="t  = tCL )pEtrU Ul l

Li le, f , rourtd.  JOLI ' /  i1 l i iced oi f
; i l t .h al- i  :5 sui ' /L, /aES i rom
KiJiFE 23 and i r+acled i r : : :  ihe USS
C')  ta i  ^ iea.

JOLL-/  L:  i rovereci  ov- j r  the
i^/reckage of  KNIFE 23 LD be
cerLain thEi :e i /e: t  no su; ' / rvors
srr i l  aboard.  i0Ll ' {  ) .2 Lock
i - . -^ . . , .  ^ iF.-  ; .^^^.  

- l - -  
l - !  - - - l  ^- !r l | :dV V r l i  L i  ! !  rJr l l  L l l r= l .5Ic l ,  I l ,J  . l . l lU

recou*tud abcarC ihe Cvr- fa-  iea,
out of  coinin:-ssfrJn.  Ti le ai i - l raI t
iookeci  . l - ike . i  5! , i  iss c l r i .se.

The decrs: .on to e: . : t racL Lhe
assaul-L io i -ce i /as :nacie,  l lut
L. t re: :e i tere crrJ-y rhr-e c i rcppers
atrai iable not/ / .  l iNl f l i  5f  iJent tn
f i rst  and 1, ;acie, j  , : lu:-ckl?,

tekinq oi f  ror  t l re i r .1 - . , r -  -sea,
The CH- 5- iC ' ,voul i l  l ia ' re to ; :e Iue i
aboard the calrr ] -e r .  JCLLY {3 ,
r , r i t -h iJ- :  : r :L-a.- i r j  :+ i r ' . r ' l

5lI - ] -L rLI€I  * Ine,

lv tas next 1i l to the be.ech. g1:ty

iour } lar ines br:aid*d JOLLT 43
for the t r : -p to Lhe a:-  rcraf t
carrrer as r ie HH-5- i  took rrore
hi t .s.  iOLLY 44 sirepc in behind
JOLLY 43 and recovereci . l4 of
+t- . .^  

-a. . r r in iqr  i . f .ar^ inpq l  an,- l - inr :L l lc  rEIrdar l l . l rY --*-  Jrr lY

thern on the t . ight  oeck of  the
f  r igat .e Hol- t .  tc save r ime.
tweniy i rve minutes l -ater,
JOLL? 44 i r ras back, p: .ck:-ng up
al l  but  about,  29 of  the

I t  was L820 hours and dusk
was rapidly approaching. After
f ighters sof tened up the area
around the eastern beach where
KNIFE 23's survivors were st l l l
p inned J ^. . -L l (JVVt l , JOLLY 1 1
approached the shore,  turning
i ts ramp to the beach. This
woufd give the survivors a
clear pat.h into the aircraf  t .
JOLLY 1,2 and KNIFE 5 L we re
providing f i re support  for  the
rescue. Khmer Rouge troops
charged JOLLY 11's r ight  s ide
and met a hai l  of  f  i - re f  rom the
personnel-  door minigun. Af t .er

t

re i l la1n1ng l " {arrne s an d
Frra+- i* i*-  L-+$l  

-  
l^-^- .^susLatnrng paLLre qamage Irom

enemy f i re.  JOLLY 44 ianded on
the CoraJ, Sea safeiy,  but  out
of  acLi-on.

Ki i IFE 51, now ref  uel-ed,
made t .he approach to the dark
beach in smoke and haze,
Ianding wit .h the arrcraf t
pa: : t la l ly  in Lhe wat,er.  The
i thmer Rouge soldrers pressed
the at tack on the ehopper as
i 'he l ' lar ine s boarded .  The
minlguns aboard l i l . l IFE 51 l i t ,  up
f  h, :  : r rnnl  e 

^q 
f  he zTl lnn^FFLl lE JUrl9rE up errs \ jurrr lE!>

returned l i re.
Technrcal  Sergeant i layne
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I -  Fk-.  r t^ , , -  t - - - -
r1D LrrE t1,A.y,aguc'  \ tJ-dl l td

i ln i t r l r ied- r- l ' r+ Ei . fh Sl-r : iaI
t  v. .  vr le

Operat ions i {1ng, FarenL c,rmmand
for the 21st,  S05 at  NKP, was
folding i ts Lents to feave
Southeast Asia,  part  o f  the
drawdo'nln of  U. S. i r - . ' rces.  On I4
l{ay,  t .h€ 65btt) r -nr i .  i  :  l

vFse4q4

Operat ions t^ l ing was act ivated
at NKP to abso::b the resources
ot the 5oi .h SOW and to c lose
the U. S ,  pcrt ion or Naxhon
Phanom. The 56t.h moved back to
the U. S .  r .n l " lay -  iune l9 7 5 ,
re locat,  1ng to l . lauD: l - i  AI-8,
Elor lda as E,he 55th Tacl-- ical
f  ig i r ter  l f  ing.

The 656t.h SOI^I  became
operat:-onal  on 30 June and ' ,vas
deact,rvat ,ed on 22 Septeinber
L91 5 when Nakhon Phanom A1r
Base cLosed.

In L975, Lhe USAE Special
Operat ions Force was
consol idat .ed wit .h the Lst
Special  Operat: .ons i^ I ing.  l -st
SO!{ became the single manager

i" Ic- I . i0E '_r .^- i -^-
e.J i i lUcl  L

i  d i  - r11J.

BZ I  ianLlar-r '791o, the 1st
S0i ' l  i . ras placeC uncer rcnLic l -  ot
Tact ical  Ar.r  Ccmmand's ! r .h Air
iorce.  an rnCrcatr lon oi  Lhe ie-

. - . i  
^  

. - .^^.- ;  
^ :  

. . r^, -einPnaEr-s sPeclar oP€l:e Lt ' lns i , , /45
ae,-211/ lnrrFr i t t r - i ro*

iompl l - ,J, i !e matte:-s.1 s tne -r9l '0s
- l r , - . r  

Fn 
-  ^:  - -3.--  

r t^-  +F..  i  {  
-  -u!svr Lv q utw,r€ rrdJ Ll , l ,c  Iucd tc

i :o1130I i . ia Ee specr. i . i -  c i :e r ' ,aL10ns
icrces ul  Eir  , : . r r  r :escue icrces.
Consol idat : -or l  ' " {as ar r  l rst
,1 nn/\ec/ ' l  

- I i  
'h:  

! . [ :  I r  Flrr , '  f  i l , - l i i -
'JPy'J JCq Jv Ll l= r ' t i ! r  Lq!  /  

-1 I i  !J- !  L

Conrnand and Aerosirc lc* R.egcue
and Recovery Se.r- t rce.  i lAU :el t
Cha*L Si iec] .a i  ops r :Or lefE

misslons ' :ould jeopa;dr:-= the
worl-dr ' r iCe goodwi i i  enl  cyed by
che ARRS, Fore]-qn qovernnents
, r iaF*r[  4 ' j  r r  u Le LU5 C n ' , ;a:^ l ' - l  i  r rh t

!  4 4 y ra e

permission for humanita-r ian
tnissions i t  rhe servi , le ?Jas
r ' la, .  f l r f ih-  

- :or* ieI  n l r : r : r i  ^-^dJ->U ! fy: f fg 5pLerqr \JIJE!eu4Url>

missions. The lack of  enough
hel icopters to meei.  aI l  t .he Air
Force's requirements and the

of al l  USAF special  ops asseLs. reai izat ion thai :  a co,nsol i r1 ared
report ing drrect ly
Headquarters,  Tact, ical  Air
Command. Act ive dut,y special
ops uni ts had been reduced to a
single wing at  Hur lburt  Field
and LVro squadrons overseas. As
the Viet .nam- era drew to a
cIose, USAF special  operat tons
forces were dovrn to only ten
percent of  t .heir  former
a+$^F-+h
D LI Crr9 Ll l  .

At,  t ,h is point ,  the 1sr sol{
consisted of  a composi te force
of MC-130E Combat,  Talons, AC-
13OH Spec-r-re gunships ,  and UH-
l-N and CH- 3E he l icopters .  The
1st Speclal  Operat ions Squadron
1n t ,he Phi l ippines and Ehe 7th
SOS at Sembach, Germany also

f

torce would r :ut  costs and
reduce Che amount,  of  personnel
:nd anrr i  nman* ; -eCt l l i  fCf l  S11 ()n Igd-1s4ts 

4 v. lH

l . {AC and ARR,S t 'o change their
,* . . t - l -  L
l l t . j . t l r ,L)  ,  I IUwE v cJ- .



Tehran. C-1+i  Star l r i ter
Fs-.^-h.rF+- . ' . . \U1_,J :e i - l r j  and th€L!qlrJPUl LJ 11 v

hel- : -copters i ;ouLd reccver at
l . lanzar ieh and be abancioneci .
lJa l i  n^nJ- i ' ,^  1rar^t l  nal  I  r  ln,r i ,o

vvr e\ ,  
-  

v r  e 
-  t

Pan.rprq :nd th:  feSCUeCjr \qr-Ye-v,

hostages (rculc i  a i i  board the C-
1{ ls icr  the i l iqtr" .  ruL cr
r  r  at l  .

A nurnbef oi  cof i -uLir iJ3ncies
were e: iamrned and plar ined ror
rn the in1L1a. j -  p j -annrnE sraEes
ot EAGLE CLAI, I .  0ne (rr l -L ica]
n,r i  nt  ramri  nrr l  fhfnl l i i ;1r . ) i lT 3 aE.vLL.

mrni- i lum of str :  hei- i , :op.uers hrere
ranrr  i  ror l  f ,^ ,  :da,^trrnl  i  qh rna!u!u qeevrrr t /

inrssj-on. PIanne::s expecteci  at
Ieast  one ro abort ,  so erght
r . rara hrr11/ i , le, ' l  i^ '^  -^r-r?E!E t / !uv4q' ,J IUf ;^ iE ) 'JL- '

l -  I  
- ;  - -AS tNC dC LUAI NI S S ] .ON

uniolded, the i r rst  .J-1-10
i .ant led at  Desert  One and i rad to
det,ain a busload of  f ran. : .ans
' ^ - . - - ih,y 

f l - '^  6-^.Fl l r r  l - ' iah '

PcrSSIl l9 ul I  Lr I9 nearUy nI9n'"ray.

l l rnutes laLe:,  two tanker
f r r r^Le =ranaAfed. Ong tTaS

destroyed, but.  t .he second one
escaped.

The erght helrcopLers had
taken of f  f rom the Ntnt tz as
pl-anned. About Lvro hours and
fortv mlnutes into their

r '5

The i re l rcopters stragglei
i  a+^ n^^,1F- .a ' r , r  - i " . -  a l . - -

u 1l  =

f i f+rr  minrrT^- l - r^ f rht i r
L. . l - lLy l t l -LrruL:J !dL.C. ! r rL) ,

art i , -L- l r r  hsnrn ts^ 
-^r : \ r .11 

t -\aq4vr!4r 
-- :* , t  

LU i .  e!uer I f  Om

the tanker C-130s and the
-^-- , ,1 

r  i^?^ r  FtAden h/airal i  nr tct>bctLl IL !Ul-ga p-yurr  !va! \ .1,J-11:\ . l

the choppers.  The rescue iorce
i , tac aoaata,  n lnai t /  n ln l r+r.-Wct:)  i I t :d! l .Y rrr .^ !el  l r r r rUu€b

behrnd scheciule r^then the ground
r .nmmencl  +r U. c Drm,r -^r  r )nel
uvr l r t l tqt luL!  t  r r r iuf '

Charl- ie BeckI,{ i t i r ,  i^ ias inf  ormed
L I I  q L

hcl i ' - ,1nF:r
vvre-!

4a l . - !

larral , rnor l  htrr l r^ : r r ' l  i , -  FF^i ' . ' l  " - -UEV=rvuEu l r l 'q laur lu LJLvDaEl l tD

and could not cont inue. Reparrs
could r i , : t  be made 1n Lhe i : -e l -d.
-!'i i rh oniy f rve choppeis
oper.=i t ional ,  the . lecis icn to
abort  the rescue was inade.

^€i l lc t fJ ur.  dIgd,

f l iqht .  hel icopter *b abort ,ed
for impending main roLor blacie
fai lure.  The chopper landed in
the desert  and i ts crevJ was
picked up by #8. At near ly four
hours into t .heir  l l iEht,  the
hel icopters encountered a i reak
t .hunderstorm, knonn as a
halsoob. I t  k icked up the frne
1,.^+ ^€ +l^^ T*^* i  

-^ 
)^^-

CtU: jL UI Lt iC I IdI I lc l l l  qeSgft ,

drast icai ly r  e r i  r r  n i  n a

r r iq ih ' i l i r r r  Tho hal ia,1 F,+^sFv!p4srrrLv.  r l rc I IcaIUUPLE!b

became separated in the haboob.
Llol ic^n1-ar^ 4E drr€f . - .* inar r! ls f revt /ueI  t tJ,  DUILEII I l9 c1

tact ical  navlgatton sys tem
fai lure,  a gyro ia i lure,  and a
radar ia iLure aborteci  and
returned to the y 'y ' r in: .  tz,  J-eaving
only s ix choppers . ior  t ,he
mission.

Hel icopter #3 took of f  to
clear a space for hel icopter
#4, which st i1 l  needed to
refuel  f rom t ,he tanker.  Chopper
#3 could not tnaintain i ts hover
due to t .he hl  gh al t i  tude at
Desert  One and i t .s o\^rn hlgh
gross werght.  I t  banked into
the C- 130 - t -  anker and both
aircraf t  exploded instant ly.

Debr ls and exploding ammo
flew. Sixty four Del ta Force
troops escaped fron the rear of
f  ho l ' r r r rn i  nn f  ankor hrr f  1-  hroapq!rrr1.J eq.. .Le!  t

I ' lar ines in t ,he Rl- i -  53D and f  1ve
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ip j l  51 i i  ; )  l i  -  ' l  i !  i i
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l+rr , : l  . , .an: ! ' r :  l  r  f  ' , '
sh..
I i t= , - .Cdi . r '5. i -=l  ' , r !  L l ie /a\ , 'g

Loi;s,  i ; rc iudrng atr , l i ' : r /s and
I [  q I  i l  r -c l l  a l I , -  E ^,-^ -  l

l -E:  sUrr lLr i  l_ f / )

l i i l - r i t  Crr f i i r i ls i ld ct l1L1 Lr lE

photo ear ly Pave Low

Aerospace Rescue ancl .  Reccvery
Service towards Tact ical-  A:-r
C o minand .

Fol ic l r r - ] rg tne Deser l .  0ne
' i rsaster,  a Specral  Ope-r : r t : -o l ts
i levrew G::oup !ras conmi;sr , )ned
and the.qrr  iorc:  !€Een io take
-  

I  
-^ l -  -+ 

i+-  s, ,+r,- , - .  
- , - . , - f - ,  - ,1-LA IU\JJ' !  d,L ILJ LL, lUU!€ t lq:C,J5 ' /VILTI

Ehe Ar-r  l 'crce 2000 S Lud'a.  As a
r:esul t  o i  r l le stuCies,  specral
operat ions gained nerv ernpnasLs.
Actrve duty Arr  force s i lecLai
operat ions i r : rces i^rere st t l l
a l rEned under the Tact ical  Air
Command and consis ied c i  the
single w1r ' ig at  Hur lburt  f  ie l -d,
and two squadrons o1./erseas.

The Air  Force 2000 Studv
recommenoeo tnat

l lqAI. '  :< r  Qnani : l  i ]ns 'ar+i
- reclal  uperat ] -ons

AEency or in a rnalor command as
a numbered air  f  orce.  l , l i l i tary
AirLi f  t  Comrnand, whrch !r 'as now
a proponent ol  consolrdat lng
sncei  a I  nt ls .and cotnbat 1 '  escue"re

iorces,  argued that placing
Ehese asseLs under I ' lAC control
would be the most ei f ic ient  wav
EO manage hn r ' l r special
operat : -ons and rescue fcrces.
Srnce I" IAC already cont.rol led
most C- 130 and hel icopter
ei t^nraf t  :nr l  narqrrnnal  rnrrr ,t  'JdY 'I ' IAC ar gue d that  i  t .  wa s onl  y
Iogical  that ,  I " IAC should control
Lhe special  ops asseLs. The
logrc or rhe argument i inal ly
convinced TAC commander General

/A\  - , lJ  !  , l  t r  i r , l l
; ] j :  . -  =1= -='z l . j

The iar lure ot  tne I ranran
rescue prompteC El ' re Vice lhr : r
of  SLair  o i  t f ie Ar: :  Force to
order reassl-gnment,  of  n] .ne HH-
53H Pave Lows t-rom ARRS to the
1st.  SOi{  on L4 f tay i980. By 7 r-

r r - , ,  ^ i  - ts+ - . .  - - . - -++ 
L-;  ,14ay, ef  Er l t  a l rc l .a i '  L naq Oeen

Lransterred from Krrt lanci  AFB,
New } lexrco t ,o the 20th SOS at
Huri -burt  Field.  The ntnth
a]-rcraf t  \ {as sL1l l  unciergo]-ng
modif icat ion aL I ' lava1 Air
Stat ion Pensaccla,  Flor icta.

The HH-53H hel icopters,
which had become operat ional
only months ear l ier  in 1980,
were t .he resul- t  of  a number of
upgrades of  the o1d HH-53C
Super Jol ly Green Giant rescue
hel icopter.  The modif icat  ion
program was code named " Pave
Low" and the name sLuck on t ,he
hel icopter.  The Pave Low
program had actual ly begun in
the Iate 19 7 0 s t ,o auEment,
combat rescue forces lv i th an
al l  ,weat.her,  n ightLime ,  1or"

Vince
Rectangle
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photo uH-1N
ieopard spot

During Operat ion BAT, Lhe
20th had f iown more than 3.000
sort ies which had lead to t ,he
capLure or destrucf ion of  rnore
than 51.5 bi l l ion in drugs, and
the aircral t ,  vessels,  vehic les
and equipment used to smuggle
t ,hen.

The 23rd Air  Force \"ras
st . i11 havlng growing pains rvhen
Presldent Reagan ordered U.S.
intervent ion in the is land
nat ion of  Grenada. The near ly
overnight,  t ransfer of  the Pave
Low aircraf t ,  f rom ARRS to TAC
in 1.980 had created a 1ot o f
hard f  eel ings on both s j -des.

The transfer ot-  special  ops to
MAC in 1983 reklndled some of
t ,hat  resentment,  on the part  t ,he
special  operators,  vrho bel ieved
that air l i f ters could not i  and
should not )  command combat
forces.

In October 1983, operat ion
URGENT FURY began and t ,he 23rd
Air  Eorce had i t ,s bapt ism of
t i re.

Vince
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