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o.. Original Unit: hs reported previously.

b. Changes in 0rganj-z,ation: 2Oth l'act. ltcn. Sqdn: assigled, to Qt!

lnay 19LL
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lrlr 1 Ann 1944
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Photo Recoruraissiince Group lrithout change
38, par 1r cltd 2$ l\;r-r.L L9W', tiq. loth AF38, par 1, cltd 2l i4l"lr.L l9lrL, tiq. loth AF).
tjrues operations under Llne 532Olh A:Lr Dgft20th a:ir Dgs

Comnrissi-on{d
iln]-is bed t

I+z
I9i+

e.

c. Strength:
t\irril 1 191rlr - Commissi-

'i

April 30 l9lrL - 116 Conrnlssioned
193 Itnh-sted :

d. St:i'bion: I(issr:lbari, Assam, Incl:La.

-l-.:>

Cherrrges jn Personnel: Or lrpril 2, I9l+It'!re sal,rist Lt.:D.rridTf. Yahn, 
!

0-378066 Supply Offj-cer of the Squadron, for the first ti:ne sj-nce l7
lr]overnber l-9l+3t lrhen vre feft h i m -Ln Californ.i-a at the i)OE to insure the
shii:ment of equipr,ren'b. Iiis ',;el-cone return to the sqrradron termi-nated
rwnors th,,'t he had bcen drafted to a dofense piani, and had suffered.
^^^^-^- : - , .T. ,ovwwl ur l I i i rJ.

S'brcngth r'ras incrcased by i;he addition of the follovring:
2nd Ltts John tii. Drmlap, O-75L081, I;arvey L. Phi-]-potts Jr., O-798L65
and Rj-cha.rd G. Mucller, 0-BlOlrOO 1>er SO 53, par 10, Hq. loth A-I'.
z:ld Lt's f' letcher 1'. Bender, O-72566t ana John J. I(endricl<, 0-686755,
per S0 62 i>ar l+ dta 2l A,.,rII l9Lh, h.q. 10th AI.

On tire 2l Aprl:r 19lrlr, l-st Lt. Uohn D. lleid 0-2h773, vras
assilyted tlte job of piloting Brigadier General Frank lu{errill. on his
nlunerous trips. (Per VOCG >32OLh Air Defence Wing (prov) DS to Galatrad
Hc1s. ) This sho,.rJ.d afforcl Lt. Reid an opportr:nity to study operations
in Bur:na. \["ith his lVest ]'o-int b.-rckgroruri. ar:rc] Jil.ying erperience, tre are
conf-l-dent Lhir.i t;ir.i-s opirortwr:lty uilI not be wasted.

2nd. Lt. Leslie r,Y. Sachs, 0-6505g5 vii;,s tra,nsferred to Ist
Comnranclo Oroup, per $0 62 par 13 dtcl 20 April l.9ll.lr I{q. 10th AF. Here
his activities as a Statistical Officer vrill be a.fforCed ".'n.cler scope.
IIe has contributed some ne"lv ideas on charts anC gra.'plis that are ai:uU.c-
abre to thc functions of a squacJ.ron. l ' is short J-tay vrlth us has LLen
pleasant and helpful.
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rol[E EPECTAIT OFERATTONS EQUADBO$

The I?antleth Special Operationa squadron (20 SoS) waa orlginally
actlvated aB th€ ?Oth Obeervation Squadron at Savarrnah Alr Ba6Gf
GeorEla on March 2, L942. The unit moved to Pope Fle1d, North
carolina on l. larch 28, 1942, thence to Vlchy, Mlssouri on Deceu.ber
L4, 194?. The equadron flew nunerous aircraft lncludlng the A-?0,

-E-e5r DB-7, L-1,  L-4,  I r -5,  P-40, and P-43. At Vichy the unl , t
tralned ln aerial reconnslssance and air support techniquee.

The unit wae deslgrnated the 2oth Reconnalseanee Squadron (Fighter)
on Aprll 2t 1943 and moved to MorriE Field, North carolina. On
Augiust 11, 1943 the unit was named the 2Oth Tacttca] Reconnaissance
Sguadron and moved to Key Fie1d, MisEisslppt, to prepare for
overteas mov€ment. On January 5 | L944 the 20th reached GuE]chsra,
India and conmEnced combat on the January 31st. Arrong the €arly
taeks for the 20th, were 21 speclal. nissions in support of t lre lst
Air Commando Group to photograph posslble airborne landlng sitee.
The 20th redeployed on Novenber 4, 1945 to Canp Kl1ner, New,Jereey
and was deactivated on November 27, 1945,

The 20th Helicopter Squadron waE activated on July g t 1956 at
Sewart  Air  Force Base (AFB),  TenneEsee, and equlpped with H-21F.
The uni t  was deact ivated March 8,  1960.

The ?oth Helicopter Squadron was reactlvated October 8, 1965 at Tan
Son Nhut Alr Base, Republic of Vietnam, flylng CH-3g, The unit
began f ly ing unconvent ional  warfare/special  operat ions missionE aE
the Pony Express. In February L967 IIH-IF/Ps were assigned and the
sguadron began flylng hellcopter gunship rnissions. The unit was
deeignated as the 20 SOS AuEust Lt  1968. The t tGreen HornetEtt
sontinued to perforrrr unconventtonal warfare nlssione untl l unlt
d,eact ivat ton March 3O, '1972, The aoth had dlsposed of  .1ts CH-3s in.
July l -959 and f lew only gunshlp missions thereafter.

The 20 SOS lraE reactlvated January L, L976 at Hurlburt Fleld,
Florida. The nj.sslon renained unconventional warfara/speclal
operations usinE UH-IN gunshlps and CH-3s, The I{H-53H Pave Low
replaced the CH-3 1n May 1980 to provide a long range, heavy } l f t
hel lcopter capabl l i ty ,

fn 1993 the UH-LNs began two years of outstanding eupport as part
of Vice President BushrE gouth Florida Drug Enforcement Task Forcel
part lc ipat ing Ln operat ion Bahamas, Ant i l lee,  and 'EunJcs (OF BAE).
The OF BAT Hu€ys flew hundreds of daring over-water nissiong from
the Bahamas supporting the capture of, countlesE iIIegal druge. The
UH-INa were transfe*ed to Homestead AFB, Florl-da, in August 1985.

In l-986 the ?oth received the spaclally equipped and hlghty capable
redesignated MI{-53J Pave Low IIf , They provJ.ded daring support to
opcration Just Cause ln Panama during December 1999. Ehe 20 SOS
ansvered the call onc€ again Ln August 1990, when they w€re one of
the firet special operations elernents deployed to the Mlddle East
in support of Operatlon Deeert Shie1d and Desert Storm.
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OPERATIOI{S. From Jul 1956 to }4ar 196( trained to perform aeromedical

evacr.ntion, airlift st+port of assaul: .,perations, and specialized airllft.

Participated in nuneTous exetcises aild i:,g11611yers, and fler,rr Logistical Sipport

nissions throughout North America, incJ.uding the Arctic, until inactivated.

Orgarrized ln a non^operational status in Vietnarn in Oct 1965. Persoluel end

equlpment reached Tan Son Nhut on c. 10 Dec 1965, at which point activity of

the 20th llS resumes. * At various tirnes frorn then unti1 late Mar Lg72, opera-

ted from Tan Son Nhut, Nha Trang, Tuy Hoa, Can Ranh Bay, Vien Hoa, Da Nang,

Ban Vh Thuot, Kontun, hrc Lap, Ban Do, Tieu Atar, Qtr"an Loa, and Loc Ninh, all

in the Republic of Vietnan, and from Nalrom Pharrorn and Udorn, Thailand. Using

&l'3s, provided fon^rard airlift, counterirrsurgenry support, search and rescue,

medical evacuation, ffid airlift of mail and VIPs. After assigrunent of ilH-ls

in 1967 began flying heticopter gunship missions, iaitially of a local nature

(i.e., base defense and patrols), but soon oxpanded into fu1l conrbat opera-

tions. l"lisslons by this tirne inchrded urrconventional, special air, and

psydrological warfare, Teconnaissance, film courier, base defense, search and

destroy, medical evacuation, rescue, logistical support and VIP courier missions,

pltts stpport of civic actions. Disposed of C[l-5s j.n Ju1 1969 and fLew only

helicopter gmships thereafter. Stood down fron all nissions on 15 Wr Lg72

--d traruferred all aircraft by 30 lvtar L972,

il,Jnit's history will not include actiyities of the Helicopter Squadron
Pro_visional, 20, organized at Eglin AFB, FLa, on 11 Oct 1965, assigned to TAC
alrd attached to Njxth Air Force, which forned a nucleus of persorureL and equip-
{ent for.dispatching to SEA for the 20th HS. This provisional unit deploydd -
fron Eglin AFB on 5 Dec 1965 and was discontirured the following fuy.
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LINEAGE

ConsEiEuted 20th Observat ion Squadron (Light)  on 5 Feb 1942. Act ivated on 2 l (ar  L942.

Redesignated: 20th 0bservat ion Squadron on 4 Jul  1942; 20th Reconnaissance Squadron

(Fighter)  on 2 Apr 1943; 20th Tact ical  Reconnaissance Squadron on 11 Aug 1943. Inact ivated

on 27 Nov 1945. Consol idated (19 Sep 1985) wiEh 20th Special  OperaEions Squadron

(const i tuted 20th Hel icopter Squadron on 24 Feb 1956; act ivaced on 9 Jul  L956; discont. i . r r i re 'd,

and inact ivaEed, on 8 Mar 1960; acEivaEed on 24 Sep f965; organized on B Oct L965; rede-

signaEed 20th Special  OperaEions Squadron on I  Aug 1968; inacEivated on 1 Apr L972; ancl

act ivaEed on I  Jan 1976).

HONORS

One service streaner,  n ineteen campaign streaners,  and f i fEeen decoraEions. (See page 2.)

USAFHRC ir"JI  
5 ( . .^)  pREvrous EorrroNs ARE ossoLErE
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HONORS

Air Offensive,  EuroPc
SERVICE STREAMERS

Theater of  OPerat ions (WWl UN Dcfcnsivc

CCF Int : rvcnt ion

Firn UN Counterof lcnsiv:
Northern France

American Theatel  (Wwll

g4ME-r-.L9t"r-ry1ry!) -
Asiet ic-Paci f  ic  Theater (WWll

CCF Sgri t lS Offensivc
rean Theater (  Koresn War

U N Summer-Fel l  Off  cndvcCantral  Europe

Wortd Wrr l l ,  Asiat ic-Paci f  ic  Thcatar

Phi l ippine ls lands

East I  nd ies

Northern Solomonl

Bl t" t " . .k Ar.h ' 'p.hgo

New Guin€a

Second Korcao Winter

Korcl  Summar-Fr l l ,  1952

Third Korcen Wintcr

Kore: Summer-Fel l ,  1953

Vi.tnem

I Vietnrm Advisory

Vietn.m Air  Offensive

' ' . ' .  Air  Off  .  Phe:a l l

CAMPAIGN STREAMER

World War I

Somme Oetensive

C hampag ne.M arne

Somme Offensive

O i  se-A isn e

St M ih ie l

Meuse-Argonne

American Theater

Ant isu bmarine

i  Worta War l l ,  EAME Theater

-]-- !gYg-!uQv-a
I  Alger ia-French

i---  
- r rn i t i .

Naoles-Foqqia

VN Air  Off  .  Ph:s€ l l l

Vietntn Air lGround

VN Air  Off  .  Phasc lVSouthern Phi l ippinet

Central  Paci f ic

Eastern M.ndates

Ryukyus

A', qJg!_slve, Japan _
Eurma

China Oefensive

TET 69/Count.rof f  ent iYc

VN Summcr-Fr l l ,  1959

VN Winter-Spr ing.  1970

Sanctu.ry Countcrof{enrive

Southwcst Monsoon

Commrndo Hunt V

Commando Hunt Vl

Cornmendo Hunt Vl l

Victnem Cae*f ire
ARROWHEA03Chinr Of{ensive

Aleut ian ls landsR ome-A rno

Southern France

North Aperrnines Ant isu bma r ine

DECORATIONS
AF OUTSTATDING UHIT AWAROS WI

l0 Jan 1966-12 Mar 1966;
I  Nov 1966-L Apr 1967;
16 Jun 1967-20 Jun 1968;
I  Jul  L967-30 Jun 1968;
1 Ju1 1970-30 Jun 1971;
1 Sep L97L-31 Dec L97L;
I  May 1982-30 Apr 1984.

OISTTNGUTSHEO/PRESIOENTIAL UNIT CITATION IAFI

PUC (Southeast Asia):  8 Mar L966-
7 Mar L967.

PUC (Southeast Asia) z 2L Jun 1968-
30 Jun 1969.

' ; ; : ; r r"  
or  Vietnam Garranrry crosses

with Paln:  1 Jan-30 Aug 1968;
16 Jun f967-1 Apr L972.

^ '"" , ' ; ' ; ; ; ; - , ' , tar  

re77 ;
6 Nov L978-2 l4ar 1979;
15 Jul L979-L5 r4ay 1980;
16 May 1980-30 Apr 1982.
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ASSIGNMENTS. Air  Force Combat Connand ,  2 l4ar 1942; Arrny Alr  Forces,

9 Mar L942; 76Eh ObservaElon ( later,  76Eh Reconnaissance; 76th Tact ical

Reconnaissance) Group, 12 Mar L942; I I I  Reconnaissance Com*and, 23 Aug

1943; Arny Air  Forces, India-Burma Sector,  26 Dec L943 (at tached to

5306th Photographic and Reconnaissance Group [Provls ional ] ,  26 Dec L943-

17 Jan L944, and to Tenth Air  Force, 17 Jan-7 Mar L944);  Teuth Alr  Force,

7 l 'Lar L944 (at tached to 5320th Air  Defense Wing [Provis ional ] ,  ]dar-May

L944);  8th Photographic ( later,  Bth Reconnaissance) Group, 25 Apr L9441'

Army Air  Forces, Indla-Burma Theater,  0ct-27 Nov L945. Eighteenth Alr

Force,9 Jul  1956 (at tached to 314th Troop Carr ier  l , l ing,9 Jul  L956-) ;

Ninrh Air  Force, I  Sep 1957-8 Mar f960 (reruained at tached to 3l4th Troop

Carr ier  Wing to 16 Ju1 1959; at tached to 354rh Tacr ical  Fighter Wing,

16 Jul  1959-8 Mar f960).  Paci f ic  Air  Forces, 24 Sep f965; 2d Air  Div is ior ; ,

8 Ccc 1965 (at tached to 6250th Combat Support  Group, c.  10 Dec 1965-8 Mar

1956);  14th Air  Conmando ( laEer,  14th Special  Operacions) Wing,8 Mar L966;

483d Tact ical  Air l i fE Wing, I  Sep f97I- l  Apr L972. Ist  Special  OperaElons

Wing, I  Jan L976-.

DETACHMENTS

Det l ,  20th Hel icopter Squadron, Myrt le Beach AI 'B,  SC:
1959.

I  Mar-25 Jul

Det I ,  20th Special  Operat ions Squadron, Udorn Air f ie ld,  Thal laad:
I  Jun 1969- l  Dec f969.

STATIONS. Savannah AB, Ga, 2l l lar  L942; Pope Field,  NC, 28 Mar L942;

AAB Vichy, Mo, 14 Dec L942; Morr ls Field,  NC, 8 May L943; Key Field,  Mlss,

3l  Aug-8 Nov 1943; Camp Anza, Cal i f ,  l l -c.  17 Nov L943; Bonbay, India,

26 Dec L943; Canp Deolal i ,  India,  28 Dec L943; Guskhara,  Indiar 5 Jan L944

(f l ight  operated from Kisselbar i ,  India,  6-25 l r lar  L944);  Klsselbar i ,  India,

26 l lar  1944 (operated frono Dinjan, India,  l  May-20 Jun L944; derachmenr ar



20th S0S :  4

Tingkawk Sakan, Burma, 2l  |hy-20 Jun L944; operated fron Tlngkawk Sakan,

Burma, 2l  Jun-c.  l0 Nov L944; detachrnenE aE Myit ,kyina, Burma, 10 Jul-c.

25 Aug 1944);  MyiEkyina, Burma, c.  9 Nov L944 ( f l ight  operated froro Akyab,

Burma, 12 Apr-22 l tay f945);  Nagaghul l ,  India,  e.  20 ipr  L945; Dergaou,

India,  6 Jul  L945; Piardoba, India,  Sep-4 Nov 1945; Canp Kl lner,  NJ, 26-27

Nov 1945. Sewart  AFB, Tenn, 9 Jul  L956; Myrt le Beach AFB, SC, 16 Ju1 i959-

8 Mar 1960. Tan Son Nhut Alr f ie ld,  South Vietnan, S Oct 1965; Nha Trang

AB, South Vietnam, 15 Jun 1966; Tuy Hoa AB, South Vietnan, 5 Sep 1969; Can

Ranh Bay AB, South Vietnam, 25 Sep f970- l  Apr L972. Egl in AF Auxl l iary

Field No. 9 (Hur lburt  Field),  Fla,  I  Jan 1976-.

AIRCMFT. A-20, B-25, DB-7, L- l  ,  L-4,  L-5,

P-40, Jan I944-c.  Feb 1945; L-5,  L944-I945; B-25,

Jan-Nov L945. H-21, Jul  1956-c.  Mar f960. CH-3,

Feb 1967-Mar L972. IJI I - I ,  t " lar  1976-;  CH-3, c.  Jul

1980-.

P-40 and P-43, L942-L943;

May L944-L945; P-5I /F-6,

Dec 1965-Ju1 L969; f f i - l ,

1976-Sep 1980; HII-53, Jun

OPEMTIONS. Act ivated at Savannah Alr  Base, Ga, on 2 Mar L942,

receiv ing a sma1l cadre f rom a detachroent of  the 109th ObservaEion

Squadron. Trained in a var iety of  a i rcrafE, L942-L943, movlng to Pope

Fleld,  NC, in March L942, thence to Vichy,  Mo, in December 1942. At th ls

base the ZOth ObservaEion Squadron was trained in aer ia l  reconnaissance and

in air  support  techniques. A detachnenE asslsted skl  t roopers of  the 2d

InfanEry Div is ion dur ing maneuvers ln March 1943, operaEing fron Dulufh

Municipal  Airport ,  Minn. The squadron was designat.ed 2Oth Reconnalssance

Squadron (Fighter)  in Apr l l  1943 and noved to MorrLs Field,  NC, ln May. A

detachmeat provided reconnalssance ln support  of  a i rborne forces l -a

Nebraska in May. Effect ive 23 Aug 1943 the squadron was assigned direct ly

to the I I I  Reconnaissance Commaud, and on 31 August i t  noved to Key Field,
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Mlss, to prepare for  overseas movement.  Final  maneuvers were completed at

Demopol is ,  Ala,  where the uni t  became prof ic ient  ln camouf lage. Departed

Key Field on B Nov 1943, processed through Canp Anza, Cal i f ,  and boarded

the US Arny Transport  Uruguay on 17 November,  bound for India.  Af ter  stop

aE l {obart  ,  Tasmania,  the ship reached Bombay or 26 Decenber.  The 20th

Squadron processed through a Br l t lsh t ransient faci l i ty  and reached

Guskhara on 5 Jan 1944. P-40s arr lved late In January and the 20th con-

menced combat on the 3lst .  L-5s jo ined the squadron aE an unknown daEe,

and in l (ay 1944 the squadron gained B-25C and D alrcraf t .

When the 20th Tact ical  Reconnalssance Squadron (as iE was named ln

August f943) entered combat,  a l l ied ef for ts were dlrected toward reopening

surface routes to China by reconquer ing Burma fron the Japanese. Aroong the

ear ly tasks of  the 20th Squadron were 2I  special  misslons for the lst  Air

Commando Group, operat ing f ron Hai lakandl ,  to phoEograph possible s i tes for

airborne landings. From March to May the 20th was at tached to the 5320th

Air  Defense Wing, Provis ional ,  and part lc lpated in escort  missions, a

l ln i ted reconnaissance program, and considerable dive-bornbing of  enemy

posic ions. The 20th jo ined the 8th Phorographic ( larer,  8Eh

Reconnaissance) Group on 25 Apr 1944 afEer movlng to Kisselbar i . ,  India.  IE

recieved two B-25 photo aircraf t  and more P-40s and slowly expanded l ts

aer ia l  coverage of  Burma. Monsoon rains forced a move t .o Dinjan alr f ie ld

on 1 May for most squadron operat ions.

0n 9 July the 20th moved a photographic laboratory and three P-40s to

t .he airstr ip aE Myltkylna, Burma, and in ear ly November the ent l re squadron

moved to MyiEkyina. l t iss ions conEinued to lnclude vlsual  reconnaissance,

dive bornbing, leaf let  dropping, paErols,  escort ,  and oEher tasks.  With the

reconquest of northern Burmr 
"r ,d 

Ehe reopening of the Burma-Ledo Road early
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in 1945, the 20th TRS traded l ts war-weary P-40s f .or  P-5L/F-6Cs, thereby

increasing i ts capabi l i t ies.  The squadron cont inued combaE missions in

supporc of  Tenth Air  Force and General  Joseph W. SEi lwel l rs conbined

Bri t lsh-Chinese-Anerican ground commands, f lght ing souEhvtard in Burma.

Cornbat missions cont inued through 5 May 1945, by which t ine Ehe 20th had

moved to Nagaghul i ,  India.  I t  was at  Dergaon, India,  at  the end of  the

war, and moved to Piardoba as a sEep horoeward, f lnal ly depart ing India on

4 November.  A day af ter  reaching Camp Kihoer,  NJ, the 20th TRS inac-

t ivated. Al though i t  had received no unl t  decorat ious ,  i ts  members were

highly prai .sed for their  many cornbaE accoupl ishnents.

The 20th Hel icopter Squadron act j -vated ln July 1956 at  Sewart  AFB,

Tenn, and was equipped with I t -21 hel icopEers Eo perform special ized

air l i fE,  support  of  assaulE operat ions,  and aeronedical  evacuaEion.

Al though assigned direct ly to Eighteenth Alr  Force, the 20th was control led

by the 3l4th Troop Carr ier  Wing. LaEer,  i t  t ransferred to Ninth Alr  Force

and was control led by the 354Eh Tact ical  Fighter Wing. Fron 1956 unEl l

inact ivated in 1960, the 20th part ic iapted ln many exercises and f lew

logisEical  and support  missions throughout North America,  lncluding the Arct ic.

The 20th Hel icopter Squadron was organized in October 1965 at  Tan Son

Nhut Air f le ld,  South Vietnam, in a nonoperaEional  staEus. Personnel  and

equlpment dest ined for the squadron reached Tan Son Nhut Air f ie ld c.  10

December.

At var ious t imes from December 1965 unE. i l  late March L972, the 20th

I le l icopter Squadron (redesignated 20th Speclal  Operat ions Squadron in

AugusE 1968) operaEed from Tan Son Nhut,  Nha Trang, Tuy Hoa, Cam Ranh Bay,

Bleu Hoa, Danang, Ban Me Thout,  Kontum, Duc Lap, Ban Do, Tien Atar,  Quan

Loa, and Loc Ninh, al l  in the Republ ic of  Vietnam, and fron Nakon Phanom
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and Udorn, Thai land. The squadron provl-ded forward air l i f t ,  counter in-

surgency support ,  search and rescue, medical  evacuat ion,  and air l i f t  of

mai l  and personnel  wi th i ts CH-3E hel icopters.  Af ter  asslgnment of  I IH-Is

in February 1967,1E began f ly ing hel lcopuer gunship mlssions, in l t ia l ly  of

a local  nature (1.e. ,  base defense and patrols) ,  but  soon expanding into

fu11 conbaE operat ions.  Missions by th is t iue included unconvent lonal ,

special  a i r ,  and psychological  warfare,  reconnaissance, f i ln cour ier ,  base

defense, search and destroy,  nedical  evacuaEion, rescue, logist ical  sup-

Port ,  and VIP cour ler  misslon, plus c iv ic act ions.  The 20th dtsposed of

iEs CH-3s in July 1969 and f lew only gunships thereafter.  I t  srood down

fron al l  missions on 15 t4ar 1972 and transferred al l  a i rcraf t  by 30 l {ar

L972.

Act ivated as 20th speclal  operaEions squadron on 1 Jan 1976 at

Hur lburt .  Field,  F1a, as a component of  the lst  SOt{.  Al though auEhorized

six I IH-IN and four CH-3E hel icopters,  the 2Oth had only one l lH- l  assigned

by 3l  March. I t  was charged with inf i l t rat ion,  exf i l t rat . ion,  and reenfor-

cement and resupply iu host i le or enemy-held terr l tory,  using airdrop or

air land techniques, day and night,  over land or water,  as wel l  as psycholo-

gical  operat ions by means of  leaf let  drops.

By 30 Sep 1976 the 20th had four I IH-IN and rwo CH-38 hel lcoprers on

hand and had begun part ic ipat ing in an unending stream of Eact ical  exer-

c ises,  stat ic displays,  sel f -evaluat ions,  operaEional  readiness lnspec-

t ions,  shipboard landing pract ice,  search and rescue mlssions, medical

evacuat ions,  and speclal  t ra ln lng wlth u.s.  Army speclal  Forcee and U.S.

Navy SEAL teams. By 1977 the 20th had l ts fu l l  complement of  hel icoprers.

I ts f ly iag operat ions cenEered around local  area Eralning and support  of

the lst  Special  Operat ions Wingrs combat conErol  tean. In 1978 and ear ly
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1979 the 20th S0S supported test lng of  Joint  Counter ing Atrack l le l icopter

(J-cATci l )  tact ics evaluat ions.  The squadron received an Alr  Force

Outstaoding Unlt  Award (AFOUA) for Ehls work,  and over 70 of f icers and

enl isted men received indiv idual  Alr  Force Conrnendai ion Medals for  their

contr ibut ions.

The 20th SOS gained nine HH-53H heavy hel icopters f ron rhe 155OEh

Aircrew Training and Test Wing of  Mi l i tary Air l i fc  Command on 17 Jun 1980

(the f i rst  on 1 June),  and on l1 Sep 1980 Ehe squadron rransferred i ts

CH-38 hel icopters to other organizat lons.  Plans existed by rnld-1980 to

replace the 20thts uH-lN gunship hel icopters wiEh H-60 Blackhawks, a

machlne speci f ical ly designed to survLve ln conbat,  but  no posiEive act ioo

had occurred by rhe end of  1983.

One of  the 20th SOS's unusual  missions of  an unclassi f ied nacure

iuvolved oPerat lons on the night of .  2L Nov 1980, when personnel  and hel i -

copEers of  the 20th engaged in an exercise at  Nel l is  A-FB, Nev, asslsEed in

rescuing people f rom a disastrous f i re aE the MGM Grand HoEel in Las Vegas.

Shutt l ing f rom a nearby parking lot  to the hotel 's  roof,  the 20th air l i f ted

f i renen, paramed. ics,  and. suppl ies to Ehe hotel  and evacuated people.  By

1982 the 20th also became involved ln a nat ional  program to reduce the f lor{

of  drugs into the United SEaEes. Squadron aircrafE proved invaluable ln

several  t tdrug busts.  t r

EMBLEM. Descr ipr ion.  on a sky blue disc,  edged whtEe, wigh red edge

part ly super imposed over whice edge on Ehe dexter (r lghE) s lde of  d isc;  of f

ceuEer to the s in ister (1eft )  of  d isc a three-bladed red propel ler ,  one

blade to base; the propel ler  super imposed over a swir l l -ng concentr ic c l r -

cular whi te l ine patternl  between Ehe propel ler 's blades and over the l ine

pattern,  three slrhouetted syubols,  c lockwise: a s l ing load; a l iEEer;  and
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a dogrs head with keg, al l  whiEe, detal ls of  the f i rst .  MotEo. 0a a sky

blue scrol l ,  edged and inscr ibed in white:  SEMPER PARATUS, Always

Prepared. Slgni f icance. The l i t ter  syrnbol lzes the aeromedical  evacuat lon

mLsslon of  hel lcopters in conjunct ion wi th t roop car; ier  paradrop nlsslons

or nj .11tary assistance 1n evacuat ion of any disaster area. The sl ing load

represents the capabi l i ty  of  the hel lcopEer to carry cargo or equipnent on

a sl ing and hook located beneath i rs fuselage. These mlssions Lnvolve pro-

vlding air l i f t  for  ln iEial  establ ishroent and resupply of  ALr Force act iv i -

t ies at  isolaEed non-air f ie ld areas. The dog's head and keg portray the

search and resc.ue mission of  any hel icopter unl t .  Blue designates the sky

in which Ehe aircraft  operat.es; red is used on the blades to slgni fy the

designated uni t  color of  the 2Oth Hel icopEer Squadron. I t  ls  a lso symbol lc

of  act iv iEy and ls used on the border to s lgni fyrract ive f ly lng. t t  whi te,  a

neutral  hue, indicates the passive alert  and che latent abi l i ty  of  the

hel icopter to do nany thlngs. Approved on 22 l4ay L957. Negat ive Number:

9304-AC.
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Btrq authorlty contnlned ln AB 850-51 OLe Arryuat 24, LglA, ttrs .,,,
follod.ng fndgn{a for the mrklng of airor"aft for the 20trh Chssr1g.
tlon Squsdtonl f,ry ALn Forcee, l.o approvedr

Am0nAm HARfIlffi r

$fOIIIFIIAI{CEr

The dealgn rt.Il f,scs torrsrd the ftont of tho
alrcraft.

ttto deolgn La cornpoaed of tho bluo and goldcn
orango of ttrs AJ.r lbrces, The nery rnd rnrled
functlons of thn 20th ObsarrretLon $quad$n lre
sptly portrayed by tho blnocubrs, bonb, <lrtrtl-
catur.ed fl,guro, and flghtnl.ng etmhe.

Ily conmand of, LlEutensnt C€nsal IRI{0IJ}r

J. II. BEVA}TS,
Colnnel, A5.r Corpc,
Dlrector of Permureli

It0BxIt! c. JoHBs,
Colonal,, Atr Corps,
Chlof, Speclal, SerrLoe DLvl.eion.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE ..:,
HEADQUARTERS AIR FORCE SPECTAL OPERATTONS COMMAND

FROM: HQ AFSOC,/HO L7
301 Cody Ave
Hurlburt  Fld FL 32544-5273

SUBJ: 2Oth Special  Operat ions Squadron Emb1em Request

TO: HQ AFHRA/RS
600 Chennault  Circ le
Maxwell AFB AL 36LL2-6424

f ,

. ; ,

, ,

Aug 1993

1. The at tached request for  approval  of  the 20 sos embrem is
approved by this off ice. Per guidance from Mr. Godwin, three
proposals are submit ted in the pr ior i ty order of  preference.

2. Recommend package be forwarded to CSAF for f inal approval. The
or ig inal  DD Fm 448, Mi l i tary fnterdepartmental  Purchase Request,  is
on f i le in your of f ice.

3 Atch
L. AF HQ Fm 160
2. AFHRA/CC LEr,  16 Jul  93
3. 20 SOS Emblem Binder

r f 6) r C.,, ,."' l'.^ .,
9u€La(-r l /1- !

AIR COMMANDOS QUIET PROFESSTONALS



DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE REFERRAL SLIP

SAF

OFFICE

1. DATE (Day, tvlonbh Yeat)
13 Jul 93

PREPARE REPLY FOF SIGNATUHE OF
PREPARE OSD EXECUTIVE SUMMARY/COVER BBIEF

DIRECT FEPLY WITH @PY TO
DIFECT REPLY BY PHONE OF PEFSONAL CONTACT

CLOSE ACTION WITH AFHO 
'3

SUPERSEDES PBEVIOUS TASKEB #
CANCELS PREVIOUS TASKEB #

REMARKS AND SPECIAL INSTFUCTIONS (Retum this lom and ircoming docTlment
with rcply)

AF/CV note reads: 'tIO, please inforur the Captain that
si$ted forthe Squadron Commander (which USAF rege do
not permit) to provide an alter:nate design ae requested...

I my telephoDe # is DSN 225-7gll if he wishes to discuse
further.

General Carts"

GREGORY II. POWER. Col, USAF
Exec to the Vice Chief of Staff

tL t@lt
10. AF|CVAE CASE NUMBER

AFHQ Form
' 

MAY 93 (EF-V|) PITFaRMPRo) PREVIO{.'S EDMONS ARE OBSOLETE.

TOO,,IOOE J0SCY e' ' rH CV LZgg. l  o '7^ 'a ,g: tT t ,6/gz/LO



JUL_16_95 FRI LA = L9 HA USAFHRc:

FROM: FIO J\FIIRA/CC
6OO Chennarr l t  CircIe
MaxwelI  AFE AL 36112-6424

SUBJs Return of  Proposed Emblem

TO: AFSOC/HO

L. The enclsrgrr ; :c!  e.mbl-ern rrroDorsl  of  2Qth SO.Sthe Vice Chlef  of  staf  f  
- tof  -  ie" f ; i&r- ' t ;

fo l lowlng direct ions;

P- rct

16 r7ury f  993

hae baen rcturned frorn
accordance wltr l  thc

Dsgr{de qrt  o. l -5oraclc 
-odaai3n 

ra a: i6, i r r : ' l  11r ro4tracf  ar l  .  Thef  eClama, 1n ef  f  eetr  l rag bcreu cmphst ieel ly Seniedl

2.  Pleaee ngte that  the Alr  ! 'orcc Hletor lcal  Rosear<; l r  Agency.e
(Rl : l lRA) !ucryYrr le . ia 2 Aug L22?. lFh{e eu.r1lonoo dr€o 3-o octa,6l  ioh<.A
Eo meet a CSAF suslrelruc seL f . .7r  AFII I iA.  Oincc AI, ' ! . In ! ro,o bcon t ,akinE
t is l lu!  l r rgcL rJvrr ! -  mir , r . : 'c l  arrr t renscc and cont inuod et3€cnsion rcr : lLreBtF,th€ fo l rowlrrg E(rr{ '  t t r l r ' r :c aPPay- Dfo mcJr:c:  t l r r r r r  urrq s j rLcrzsigra gon }rcgranted. The uni t  must return l ts revis ion Uf-  tne extencieddeadl ine.

q.$ ,
l.t€^.L )

t"!,^or- \"'.* 'eE,'t"4i''--'' Po**J
\ 

' K-6wfr<J'+1)'L* *T

Corzro+(uor.oL,tt4o ,\+/



DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
1ST SPECIAL OPERATIONS WING (AFSOC}

FROM: Lt Col Rakip
20 sos/cc
21O Bennett  Ave.
Hurfburt Field, Fl 32544-5730

Squadron Patch

9 Aug 93

SUBJ:

TO: AFSOC/HO (Mr.  Mason)

1.  Attached is the 2Oth Special  Operat ions Squadron pr imary resubmission (along with
two alternates) for the official heraldry we wish to represent us. We request that our
pr imary submission be approved. We have been wearing our current,  yet  d isapproved
design for 17 years and would l ike to save as much of  our uni t 's  h istory as possible.

2. Pfease forward this package for approval. Capt Michael Moncrief (DSN 579-34451
is authorized to approve minor changes if required.
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20 SOS "Green Hornet"  Patch

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE DESIGN

NAME: In June 1967 Huey gunships became part  of  the 20th Hel icopter Squadron
using the cal l  s ign "Green Hornets".  The Huey's cont inued using the "Green Hornets"
cal l  s ign unt i l  the 20th 's c losure in 1972. We were react ivated as The 20th Special
Operat ions Squadron in January 1976 and chose to ident i fy ourselves as the Green
Hornets.

SASH: The blue sash is symbol ic of  the red, whi te,  and blue sash that had been a
part  of  our uni t  patch f rom 1976 unt i l  1 993. l t  s igni f ied the uni t 's  t r iservice support
in unconvent ional  warfare and the squadron's react ivat ion in 1976, our nat ion's
bicentennial .

GREEN HORNET: The green color symbol izes the tact ical  low-level  environment we
operate in,  whi le the hornet is symbol ic of  the hover ing capabi l i ty  of  rotary-wing
aircraf t  and the "st ing" of  the gunship.  The green hornet symbol was used by the UH-
1 gunships in the 20th Hel icopter Squadron. In Vietnam the uni t  d isplayed the symbol
on aircraf t ,  decals and patches. The 20 SOS cont inues the tradi t ion by displaying the
Green Hornet proudly on our patch.

STARS: Off ic ia l ly  the eight f ive point  stars represent the eight pr imary missions of  the
squadron as wel l  as eight employment pr inciples of  war appl icable to aerospace
operat ions.  Those pr inciples are out l ined here:

MISSION

DAY/NIGHT COVERT INFIL/EXFILTRATIONS
REINFORCEMENT/RESUPPLY OF FORCES
PERSONNEL RECOVERY
SHIPBOARD OPERATIONS
AERIAL GUNNERY
MEDICAL EVACUATION
PSYCHOLOGICAL OPERATIONS
COMMAND AND CONTROL

PRINCIPLE

OFFENSIVE
RECONSTITUTION
SECURITY
SURPRISE
MASS AND MANEUVER
SIMPLICITY
ECONOMY OF FORCE
UNITY OF COMMAND

Unoff ic ia l ly  the stars commemorate act ive duty losses within the 20th.  The white
stars represent 1 act ive member death.

RED STAR: Off ic ia l ly  the red star is indicat ive of  the squadron's pr imary part ic ipant
role in Operat ion J-CATCH. This four phase test ,  development,  and evaluat ion project
produced procedures ut i l ized mi l i tary-wide for defense against  at tack hel icopters.  The
20 SOS is extremely proud of  i t 's  ro le and performance dur ing th is histor ical  project .
Unoff ic ia l ly  the red star commemorates the loss of  10 act ive duty members of  the
20th.

BLACK BACKGROUND: Signi f ies the night sky which is our domain.  The personnel  of
the 20 SOS train to operate in blacked out environments and do what no one else can;
with pr ide and vigor.



2Oth 8PECIAL OPERATION8 SOUADRON

BLAZON

Sab1e, a bend sj-nister Azure,  charged on the sinister wi th nine
mul lets in bend sinister,  e ight  Or above one Gules,  debruised by
a hornet Vert ;  each segment f i rnbr iated of  the th i rd;  a l l  wi th in a
dirninished bordure of  the f i rst .

At tached above the disc,  a black scrol l  edged with a narrov/  b lack
border and inscr ibed rr2OTH SOS' '  in green let ters.  At tached below
the disc,  a bl-ack scrol l  edged with a narrow black border and
inscr ibed ITGREEN HORNETS't  in crreen let ters.

SIGNIFICANCE

Blue and yel low are the Air  Force colors.  BIue al ludes to the
sky, the pr i rnary theater of  Air  Force operat ions.  Yel low refers
to the sun and the excel lence required of  Air  Force personnel .
The black disc denotes the night sky which is the theater of
operat ions of  the Special  operat ions uni ts.  The blue bend
sinister represents the uni t 's  her j - tage when i t  organized in L976
j-n t r i -service support  of  an unconvent ional  warfare mission. The
stars ref lect  the nine pr i -mary funct ions of  the uni t  and the nine
aerospace employment pr inciples of  war. The red star s igni f ies
the squadronrs part ic ipat ion in operat ion J-CATCH. The green
hornet symbol izes the hover ing capabi l i t ies of  the rotary wing
aircraf t  that  the uni t  ut i l izes in a low level  environment.  The
hornetrs I 's t inger[  denotes the gunship weaponry.

COLOR CONVERSION

FULL COIJOR
CABLE

NO.

Air  Force Yel l -ow 67103
Ultramarine Bl-ue 67 LIB
Black 67 13 8
Scar let  67 111
Ir ish Green 67L89

PMS NO.
SUBDUED

COLOR

116 ol ive Drab
Ref lex Blue FIag Blue

BIack
2OO Garnet
348 Spruce Green

CABLE
NO.

67 r .33
67 L24
67 L38
671,58
67 L30
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

AIR FOBCE HISTORICAL RESEARCH AGENCY
' 

UNXWET-U AIR FORCE BASE, ALABAMA

9 December L993
FROM:

SUB.T:

TO:

HQ AFHRA/RSO
OOO Chennault  Circ le

lr i"""fI  AFB AL 36]-]-2-6424

Approval  of  organizat ional  Emblem

2Oth SPecial  OPerat ions Squadron

L. Effect ive the date of  th is let ter '  the at tached emblem as

ippt"""a in tc"oraunce with AFR 900-3 '

2.Thiscorrespond,enceandattachmentsarepermanentrecords
and wirr be ,:;"";; ; ;"; ;  . l"  unit commanaei t i- ta' where applicable'

by the p.t"r,t='liit-ni"=totil 'tl""it+t !l?, "rtit 
prepares for

i i ract ivat ion.  
- i r ,=t .uct ions ior  a isposi t ion of  the f i l -e are

Drinted on the 
" .u i"*  

fo lder.  I f  t "q.r"=l ing uni t  is ,  unable to

Lrt . i . ,  rocal  reproduct ion i l r  .aai t ionai  pr ints,  contact  the

; ; ; ; ; - ' "ornmana, 
-ot  th is headquarters '

3.  Uni t  designat ions are- not placed'  on the scrol ls of  emblem

paintinss " '  ; i i ; ; ; ; ; ; I ; :- $;;":;-;" i t-9"=!snit i113^1'" 
subject to

change.Youmayplaceyourcurrentuni td6signat iononthe
;; ; ; i i  or  a l r  e in len reProduct ions '

4.  Uni ts wiLt  use local  supp-IY pt9":gYt"= to obtain decals '

uni form patches, and otner-Ei . f i " io facsimifes and reproduct ions'

see AFM 67-r)"uL)- i '  for  procur ing patches'

-7' / / t  /
,4 ,r'/

,t/ .,/c"-1 /r/-L/.-:,^
A. TTMoTHY o96o"x 3 Atch

chief  
A&N, 'K coror Negat ive(s)

orsanizat ional  Historv Branch 
a.  3 i l : t : : : : ; " : ' t " t (=)
oescr i i t ion Statement

cci  Command Ho
Parent Uni t  HO

4a
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MDS TAIL # AIRTTME AGE LOCATION YEARS

cH-38 62-L257 I  551 EWCW OTrS AFB MA 62 63
TYNDALL AFB FL
6594 TEST GP I{ ICKAH AFB HA 69 7L
MASDC DM AFB AZ

cH-38 62-L2572 551 EwCw OTIS AFB MA 62 63
TYNDALL AFB FL
6594 TEST GP HTCI(AM AFB HA 69 -  7L
MASDC DM AFB AZ

cH-38 62-L2573 55r EWCW O'[ IS AFB MA 62 63
TYNDALL AFB FL
6594 TEST GP HICKAM AFB HA 69 -  7L
MASDC DM AFB AZ

cH-38 62-L2574 551 EWCW OTIS AFB t{A 62 -  63
FLEW TRANS ATLANTIC TO P.ARIS
AIR SHOW 1963 ' 'OTIS FALCON' '
C/C SSGT THRUMAN McDONALD
TYNDALL AFB FL
6594 TEST GP HICKAM AFB HA 69 -  7L
MASDC DM AFB AZ

, cH-3B 62-L2575 551 EWCW OTIS AFB MA 62 63
TYNDALL AFB FL
6594 TEST GP EICKA.M AFB HA 69 7L

r BAILED BACK TO TEE U. S. NA\TY
AND CONVERTED TO A SH-3H,

.  SER\TED WITH HS-10, THE PACIFIC
COAST RAG

cH-38 62-L2576 551 EWCW OTIS AFB MA 62 63
TTNDALL AFB FL
5594 TEST GP EICKAH AFB HA 69 -  7L
MASDC DM AFB AZ

cH-3C 62-L2577

CH-3C 62-L2578 1 HELO SQ ANDREWS AFB HD 82 -  19-04-84
7729.L AHARC DI,T AFB AZ
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MDS TAIL # ATRTIHE AGE LOCATION

CH.3C 62-L2579 DESTROYED S .  E.  A.

cH-3C 62-L2580 4950 TW WPAFB OH

cH-3E 62-L258L

08- lo-75 -

YEARS

06-10-69

1 5-O I  -79

73 -  74
87

I 7-0 l  -69CH-3E

CH-38

cH-3C

62-12s82

63-09676

63-09677

5774.0

8099.2

200.0

cH-3E 63-09678

cH-3C 63-09679 5393. I
7069. I

cH-3C 63-09680

cs-38 63-09681

cH-3E 63-09682

cH-38 63-09683 3728.6
3920.1

9074.2

cH-3E 63-09684

cE-38 63-09685

1550 ATTW HILL AFB UT
24.9 6514 TES I I ILL AFB UT

DESTROYED S.E.A.

28.O SEE APPENDIX # I

3750 CMS SHEPPARD AFB TX

DESTROYED S. E.A.

I55O ATTWG HTLL AFB UT
703 SOS SHAW AFB SC

AHARC DM AFB AZ

DESTROYED ON GROUND

DESTROYED S.E.A.

341 SMW HALMSTROM AFB MT (SAC)
DESTROTED AT MISSLE SITE 1965

DESTROTED S.E.A. 13-07-70

40 ARRS DET 5 TAWC EGLAN AFB FL
38 ARRS DET 1 NAKI{ON PHANOM
ROYA.L THAI AFB 06-o 7- 65
3rd ARRG, 38 ARS TAN SON NI{IIT -
VIETNAI{ DESTROYED S. E.A. 2O-02-69

44 ARRS HOII{ESTEAD AFB FL 04-72 - 09-?6
39 ARRW DET 5 TTNDALL AFB FL

o4-o2-77 -  L7-O5-?7
24.4 33 ARRS OSA-[{  KOREA, PAINTED STLVER

UNTIL 1978. 01-03-78 -  27-O3-90

341 SMW MALMSTROM AFB HT (SAC)

62 -  93

30- i2-67

lL -  t l

L9-r0-77 -  86

1 965

06-1 1-65

)
,:l
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MDS

CH-3E

TAIL #

63-09686

AIRTIME AGE

1663.0
3453.7
3723.3
7355.0 24.3

6451.7 24.3

1899.6

3910"7

553.4

3749..2

5 108 .9
7052.6

5701.0

9414.8
9548.1

LOCATION

137OTh OMRON TURNER AFB GA
lst  OMS FORBES AFB KA
1 SOW HULBERT FLD FL
41 ARRS PATRICK AFB FL
33 ARRS OSAN KOREA
USAAVNTTC, FT RUCKER AL

100 sRw, 432 TDG, 11 TDS
DM AFB AZ
OIL COOLER FIRE
33 ARRS OSAN KOREA
33 ARRS APO SF 96239
AMARC DM AFB AZ

BARRC DET 15 PATRICK AFB FL

YEARS

67
69 70

05-12-77
I 4-09-78

84 89
I 989

CH-38 63-09687

CH-38 63-09688

03-73
09

79
73

CII-3E

CH-38

63-09689

53-09690

05-06-68 -  t8-04-69
39 ARRW DET 5 TYNDALL AFB FL

l l -09-74 -  03-02-77
AMARC DM AFB AZ

US$VNTTC, FT RUCK.ER AL

4080 sw Dr ' t  AFB Az 07-64 03-66
20 ES TAN SON NHUT VIETNAH 66 67

8.O 1OO SRW,'432 TDG, 22 TDS
DU AFB AZ 7L 79

71 ARRS ELHENDORF AK 29_09-83 88
24 . L USAT|VNTTC 

' 
FT RUCKER AL

lst  HELf SQ ANDREWS AFB HD
17-08-76 -  03-10-78

lst  HEL SQ ANDREWS AFB MD 30-07-89
24.O 1550 CCTW KIRTLAND AFB NH.USAAV}ITTC, 

FT RUCKER AL O?-93

89-90
16-O3-91

70
72

79

cH-3C

CE-38

cE-3C

CH.3E

63-0969 I

64-L422L

64-L4222

64-L4223 3091 .0
3595.7

6798.5

.  7 896.6

3750 CMS SHEPPARD AFB TX
44 ARRS DET 5 TYNDALL AFB FL
100 sRw, 432 TDS, 11 TDS
DM AFB AZ 03-73 -
39 ARRW DET 5 TYNDALL AFB FL

27-04-80 19-O4-83
23.9 305 ARRS SELFRIDGE ANGB MI 87 89
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MDS TATL f  AIRTIME AGE LOCATION YEARS /- . .
, ;

cH-3C 64-L4224 3984.9 coLBAL ASSOCIATES ApO 96401 04-75
AMARC DM AFB AZ 05-01_76

cH-38 64-L4225 6539.1 33 ARRS DET 13 ApO 96570

10zs1.s 33 ARR' osAN K.REA Ji- ] t t l1o;-31
1O71O.O 23.6 AMARC DM AFB AZ

CH-38 64-L4226 6117.9 SEE APPENDIX # 2

cH-3C 64-L4227

cH-38 64-14228 7435.0 23.4 100 SRW, 43? TDG, 22 TDS
DM AFB AZ 03_73 -  79

7435.0 23.4 7T ARRS ELMENDORF AK
l7- i0-84 -  10- i0-&6

cH-3C 64-L4229

IIH-3E 64-14230 5805.3 301 ARRS HOMESTEAD AFB FL
06-02-80 -  24-03-87

6889.6 304 ARRS PORTLAND TAP OR
19-06-87 -  20-04-89

7270.2 23.3 7L SOS DM AFB AZ
AHARC DM AFB AZ
USAA\N.ITTC FT RUCKER AL

t -

cH-38 64-L4231

HH-38 64-L4232 2335.1 40 ARRS DET I  NAKI{ON PHANOM
ROYAL THAT AFB THATLAND

24-03-69 -  29-04-70
3922.9 129 ARRS HOWARD ANGB CA

L8-07-74 -  16-11-76
6719.3 21.2.129 ARG NAS MoFFETT FrELD CA

01-02-80 -  30-1 1-90
AHARC DM AFB AZ I  2_90

HH-38 64-14233 DESTROTED S.E.A. 15-01-68

cH-3C 64-L4234 5962.6 ?03 SOS SHAW AF8 S( l
o2-o8-70 -  01-o1-86

l ,At ;  U 6



MDS

clr-  3c

c|{-3E

CH-3E

HH-3E

TAI[ ,  S

64 -  l .4235

64- I  423t;

64- 1 4237

65-12777

HH-38

HH-38

I{H-38

65-12778

65-12779

65-12780

r rE-3E 65-12?81

I

EH-38 65-L2782

Hrr-38 65-12783

4041.6
5404 .  4

7760.5
8252.4

2t q

3198.9

3661.7

4776.6

6914.8

6982.8 22.

6824.0 22.4

LOCATION YEARS

DESTROYED S. E.A. 23-06-67

DESTROYED S. E.A. 26-02_69

L29 ARRS HOWARD ANGB CA L7-01_80
39 ARRS DET 1 1 MB AFB SC

06-08-83 -01-10-85
41 RWRW DET 15 PATRICK AFB FL

07-06-88 -  13-12-88
NADEP PNCLA FL O2-O2-89
4 1 ARRS PATRICK AFB FL

16-05-89 -  l9-07-90
I55O CTWW KTRTLAND AFB NH
USAAVNTTC, FT RUCKER AL

DESTROYED S. E.A.

DESTROYED S. E.A.

39 ARRWG DET 2 APO O9O2O
O2-LO-73 -  18-07-71

L29 ARRS HOWARD ANGB CA
16-11-76 -  24-11-78

129 ARG NAS MOFFETT FIELD CA
23-L2-80 - 90

304 ARRS PORTLAND IAP OR
19-08-90 -  O2-91

71 SOS DM AFB AZ 25-03-91 -  09-07-92

306.5

6001.7

AHARC DM AFB AZ

L29 ARG NAS MOFFETT FIELD CA
03- 10-80

DESTROYED S.E.A.

3rd ARRG, 37 ARRS DA DANG
VTETNAH APO 9633? 66
106 ARG SUFFOLK ANGB NY

LO-04-7?
304 ARRS PORTLAND IAP OR
A.MARC DM AFB AZ
USAAVNTTC, FT RUCKER AL

20-L0-66

06-02-6i

0 9-o 7 -92

o1-05-86

05-10-68

o2-67

1 0-04-89
09-90
03-91

93
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UDS TATL # ATRTIME AGE LOCATION YEARS f I

I
HH-3E 65-12784 106 AIIG SUFFOLK ANGB NY 03_84 -  11-84

3OI ARRS HOMESTEAD AFB I 'L 09_90
4950.9 22.3 7T SOS DM AFB AZ

AMARC DM AFB AZ 09-91

HH_38 65-L2785 20 HELO SQ UDORN ROYAL THAI AFB
, 'BANANA 1' '  PILOTED BY MAJ DONAHUE
CRASHED ONTO THE COMPOUND AT
SON TAY PRISON CAMP,
NORTH VIETNAM 2L-LI-70

CH-3E 65-L27aG 3rd ARRG, 37 ARRS DA NANG VIETNAM
DESTROYED S.E.A 1968

HH-3E 65-L2787 5738.1 305 ARRS SELFRIDGE ANGB MI
30-05-77 -  04-03-87

6705.3 22.1 304 ARRS PORTLAND IAP OR 08-I1_88
AHARC DM AFB AZ
US$VNTTC, FT RUCKER AL 93

cH-3E 65-12788 2624.5 100 sRw OL-RC ApO SF 96570 09-71
4511.4 100 SRW, 432 TDG, 22 TDS

DM AFB AZ 03-73 -  07-84
5298.7 39 ARRW DET 15 PATRICK AFB FL

23-07-84 -r5-09-86
5821.5 1550 CCTW KIRTLAND AFB NU 05-01-88

, AMARC Dlt AF-B AZ

cH-38 6.5-12?8s 
4673.1 i??3 tlTI Fili'1,13 XI" *, z4-or-i3

7354.6 1550 CTTW KIRTLAND AFB NM 82 _ 03-86

AHARC DM AFB AZ

cE-38 65-12?90 2396.1 100 sRr{ oL-DA DA NANG VTETNAH O4-O8-72
1OO SRW, 432 TDG, 22 TDS
DM AFB AZ 03-73 .  77

4352.8 6514 TES WG HILL AFB UT 77 -  01-88
6509.3 22.O 6510 TES WG EDWARDS AFB CA

AIR MUSEI. 'H IITLL AFB UT

cE-38 6s-r27st 
,rru., 

uruiunotlir#tll*il l*$to"" 
nn 

72
10-10-78 -  30-04-85

8446.2 1550 CCTW KIRTLAND AFB NH
30-04-85 -  24-10-86
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MDS

CH-38

TAIL #

65-127 92

AIRTIME AGE

6255.6
8346.8

LOCATION YEARS

I5 5O ATTW KI R' f  LAND .{FB NM O I  -83 08-83
1550 CCTW KTRTLAND AI-B NM

03-87 -  2r-  11-88

CH-38 65-r2793 L2B7.O

CH-3E 65-L27 94 1 983 .0
6049. 7

cH-38 65-L2795 4950.0
6328.6
a827.7

1 649. O
1649.4
37 64 .4

58ss.9

6604.7

cH-3E 65-12796

65-L2'.197

55-1 2 798

USAAVNTTC, FT RUCKER AL

lst  OMS FORBES AFB KAN
IsT HEL SQ ANDREWS AFB MD
3 I  ARRS CLARK AFB R P A/C
CONDEHNED FOR CORROSION

3750 CMS SHEPPARD AITB TX

NEVER RECOVUREI)

1550 ATTW HILL AFB UT
302 SOS LUKE AFB AZ
I550 CCTW KIRTLAND AFB NM
US$VNTTC FT RUCKER AL

1OO SRW 432 TDG

55 ARRS DET 15 PATRICK AFB FL
CRASHED INTO THE ATLANTIC OCEAN

1OO SRW DA NANG VIETNAH
99 SRS OL-NB APO SF 963T0

28-0 l -71
22-L0-71

08-08-74 -  l5-L2-76
1OO SRW DET 10 DA NANG VIETNAH

07-90 -  93

69 70

85 -  87

nn
IW

r0-07-78 -  88

72 -  02-09-80
0 6 -0 2-84

80 -  04-89
07-90 93

79

2L .9

1OO SRW 432 TDG DM AFB AZ
6514 TES WG HILL AFB UT

20-03-86 -  O7-O4-87
6510 TES WG EDI{ARDS AFB CA
USAAVNTTC, FT RUCKER AL

SEE APPENDIX # 3

33 ARRS DET 1 APO 96274

93

CH-3E

CH-38

cH-38 65 -1 2799

5222.O 2L .7

3844.0
9100 .  0

5543 .4
6984.1

7889.7

10-03-78 -  27-09-78
102 ARRS NYANG SCANGB 01-84 _ 01-84

2I .7 31 ARRS CLARK AF'B R P
NICKNAMED THE . 'THIRSTY TURTLE' '

15-02-84 -  11-90

51 ABWG APO 96570 73
31 ARRS CLARK AFB R P 81
33 ARRS OSAN KOREA 02-84 -  01-85
USAA\INTTC, FT RUCKER AL 86 - 90
7L SOS DM AFB CAHE IN ON FLAT BED
TRUCK, REPAIRED, REPAINTED AND PUT
IN HERITAGE PARK AS A/C 65-15692 1992
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MDS

CH-3E

TAIL *

65-1 2800

LOCATION YEARS

20 HELO SQ UDORN ROYAL THAI AFB 66 _ 67
39 ARRS DET 5 TYNDALL AFB FL 10-80 87

6 304 ARRS PORTLAND IAP OR 09.-88 03-89
USAAVNTTC, FT RUCKER AL 09-90 -  93

56 SPOPS r. /c APO 96310 70
lOO SRW, 432 TDG, 11 TDS
DM AFB AZ 03-73 -  79

9 L29 ARRS NAS MOFFETT FIELD CA
15-05-82 -  25-08-90

MC CELLAN AFB MUSEU}I

DESTROYED S.E.A. 27_06-69

20 HS TAN SON NHUT VIETNAM 66 -  67
703 SOS SHAW AFB SC 14-01-76 -  79

cH-38 65-15691

cH-38 65-15692
4809. r
7146.0
8098.5

cH-3E 65-15693
267 8 .0

7442.5
8692.5

cH-38 65-15694

cH-3E 65-15695 229r.O

cH-3E 65-15696 659.0
4224.O

4427.6

65-15690

AIRTIHE AGE

4145.6
4746.9 2L .

2889 .4

5827 .7 22.

7 Lt5 .2

CH-3E

302 SOS LUKE AFB AZ l0-02-82 21-03-84
22.9 7L SOS DM AFB AZ

CRASHED

20 HS TAN SON NHUT
3750 CI.{S SHEPPARD

6514 TES HILL AFB
31 ARRS CLARK AFB

22.9 7L SOS DM AFB AZ
AMARC DM AF'B AZ

D}I AFB AZ
22.8 7L SOS DM AFB AZ

AUARC DU AFB AZ

3750 CMS SHEPPARD AFB TX
10-03-70 -  05-02-7L

1370th OMS TURNER AFB GA 15-08-b? -  59
.100 sRw, 432 TDG, 22 TDS

VIETNAM
AFB TX
05-09-69

UT
RP

L2-O 3 -8 I

66 67

- 06-07 -70
72

81 L2-84

1 B-0 3 -87

03-73 -  79

o2-02-79
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,  
UDS TAIL *  AIRTIME AGE

cH-3E 65-15697

8361.4

CH-3E 65-15698

47 t5 .4

7 545 .7

cH-3E 65-15699 3025.0

7727.7

8098.2 22.6

Hrr-38 65-13278

Hrr-38 66-132?9

HH-38 66-13280 846.5

LOCATION

100 sRw, 432 TDG, 1 I  ' rDS
DM AFB AZ
302 SOS LUKE AFB AZ
C/C USGT JOHN R CAI,TPBELL

7O3 SOS SHAW AFB SC 76
C/C SGT 'TIH HUDSON
HURLBURT FLD FL
AMARC DM AFB AZ

MASDC DM AFB AZ 30- 1 0-72
100 sRw, 432 TDG, 1l  TDS
DM'AFB AZ
39 ARRS DET 15 PATRICK AFB FL

26-05-7 7
7L SOS DH AFB AZ 11-87
USAAVI.{TTC, FT RUCKER AL
PRAXGED FT RUCKER AL

3750 CMS SHEPPARD AI-G TX 69
lOO SRW, 432 TDG, I I  TDS
DIt  AFB AZ 03-73

305 ARRS SELFRIDGE ANGB I . '1I
HULBURT FLD FL

7L ARRS ELMENDORF AFB AK
USAAVNTTC, FT RUCKER AL

r55O ATTW HTLL AFB UT

t

cH-3E 65-15700 8357.6 4507 CAMS SHAW AFB SC 20-rL-77

305 ARS SELFRIDGE ANGB HT
USAAVNTTC, FT RUCKER AL

YEARS

03-73 -  74
74 76

- 10-01-86

-  70

- 79
79

87
03-91 -  93

l4-02-72
- 08-11-76

10-87
o7-90
08-90
o8-9 1

07 -87

o 1-91

HH-3E

HH.3E

66-1 328 1

66-13282

pEsrRoreD s.E.A. 09-11-6?

3rd ARRG, 37 ARRS DA NAJ.lc
VIETNAH ClC SSGT DOUG LESHO
C/C SSGT SONNY WESTPHAL

01-03-68 -  15-04-70
DESTROYED S.E.A. 15-04-70

DESTROYED S.E.A. 24-LO-69

DESTROYED S.E.A. 20-10-68
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MDS

HH-38

HH-38

TAIL #

66-13283

66-13284

AIRTIME AGE LOCATION

DESTROYED S. E. A.

604 ITASS CLARK AFB R P
11 CAI '{S McCLELLAN AFB CA

12-o9-75
129 ARRS HWD ANGB CA
I29 ARG NAS MOFFETT FIELD CA

10-01-89
304 ARRS PORTLAND IAP OR

3 71 SOS DH AFB AZ
AHARC DU AFB AZ

67 ARRS DET 14 FPO NY
0957r-2055
6514' fES HILL AFts U'T

3 56 .{RRS KEFLAVIK ICELAND
USAAVNTTC, FT RUCKER AL

I55O ATTW HILL AFB UT
39 ARRWG DET 6 LORING AFts Hr l

3 3OI ARRS HOI.TESTEAD AFB FL
USAAVN'ITC, I 'T RUCKIiR AL

YEARS

27 -O 8-67

LB-O8-7 Z

24-O3-7 6
28-OL-7 7

07-08-90
1l-90

0l-05-92
09-07-92

85 -  89
-. \

93

05 -0 6-72
20-o'2-7 3

87
93

fr
t i

2284 .4
3314.9

3603.8
7000. 1

7081.5
7Lts.2 2t .

HH_38 66-13285

CH_38 66-13286

8223 .  O

2282.0
2445.2
6243.3

2L.

DESTROYED S.E.A. 03-02-69

1 SOW HULBERT FLD FL 31_10-79 29.L1-83
38 ARRS OSAN KOREA CRASHED
BETI{EEN 2 BUILDING ROOF TO
ROOF 09-84

3B ARRS KADENA AFB OKINAWA O5-O5-89
ZL.L.AHARC DM AFB AZ 16-03-91

GOING TO SMITESONTAT.{ UUSEUM
HAYBE IN 5 YRS OR WEEN THE NEW
BUILDING TS COI{PLETED

301 ARRS HOMESTEAD AFB I 'L
77 -  09-06-80

zI.L 7L SOS DM AFB AZ
AHARC DM AFB AZ

302 SOS LUKE AFB AZ 23-01-81 07-02-86
2T.I  304 ARRS PORTLAND IAP OR 22-07.88

NADEP PNCLA FL 03-03-90
AHARC DM AFB AZ 11-07-92

21

CH-38

CH-38

CH-3E

I{H-3E

66-13287

66-1 3 288

66-1 3289

66-r  3290 57 4L .7

HH-38 66-13291

HH-38 66-13292

7 L44 .2
7739.6

425L.4

5949. ?

5461 .8
65?8.8
6623.0
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MDS TAIL # ATRTIME AGE LOCATION

cH-38 66-13293

CH-3E 66-13294 DESTROYED S .  E.  A.

CH-38 56-13295 DESTROYED S.E"A.

HH-38 66-13296 5746.6 21.0 301 ARRS HOMES'|EAD r\FB FL
USAAVNTTC, FT RUCKER AL

YEARS

30-03-68

23-O 5 -68

77
93

ls-01-69

l9-12-r i9

'2J-OB-73

L7 -08-76
28 -0 9-7 7
25-04-89

90 92
I 2-93

cH-3E 67-t4702

HH-38 67-14703

HH-3E 67 - t4704

HH-3E 67-14705

HH-38 67-14706

6894.0 25 .  O

849.3

2349 .0
3351.1
3832.0
5634.4
8758.4 20 .  9

1704.9

4472 .  L
476s.7
4683.0

8015 .  4

196.6
1784.0
2007.L
3503.4
8365 .8

6622 .6

DESTROYED S. E. A.

SEE APPENDIX # 4

37 ARRS DA NANG VIE'TNAM
r550 A' I 'TW HILL AFB UT

51st . {BWg I(ADENA AFB OKINAWA
4I RWRI{ KADENA AFB OKINAWA
NARF PNCLA FL
33 ARRS OSAN KOREA 12_8I -
38 ARRS I(ADENA AFB OKINAWA
AMARC DM AFB AZ

lst  OMS FORBES AFB KA
23-07-69 -  13-LL-?2

1550 ATTW TIILL AFB UT 72 74
1 SOW HULBERT FIELD FL 22_02-80
55 ARRS EGLIN AFB FL 27_08_81
39 ARRI{ DET 15 PATRICK AFB FL 81 89
ARRIVED AS A SUPER CH-38 (NO PROBE)
& SPORTED . 'POLKA-DOT' '  WATER CAM}IY

2O.9 38 ARRS KADENA AFB OKINAWA 89 -  91
AIIARC DM AFB AZ 15-06-91

4.O ARRS DET 1 APO 96310 68
3 ARRGP DET 14 APO 96307 07-07-72
604 MASS CLARK AFB R P 22-03-73
31 ARRS CLARK AFB.R P 10-75 06_77

24.9 31 ARRS CLARK AFB R P 24_04_85 -  OT_90

25.O SEE APPENDIX # 5HH-3E

I{H.3E

HH-38

6T -L4707

67-14708

67-14709 1910.5 33 ARRS DET 13 APO 96570
L4-L2-7t  -  30-09-82

8042.0 33 ARRS OSAN KOREA 82 -  04-90
8641'3 20 'a 

h^T.:tr""i??.aFe 
R e 

ft]Z--tttt
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MDS

HH-3E

HH-38

TAIL f

67 -L47 LO

67 -L47 LL

AIRTIME AGE LOCATION

DES'I 'ROYED S.E.A.

YEARS

06-o 6 -68

30-0 3-7 L

15-03-72

06-93

75
72 -  L l -02-80

81 90
06-93

68

f\
a' l

2000.9
3841.9
4091.5
5283.2

9320.7 20 .

HH-38 67-I47L2 2579.9
2695 .7
6160.1 20.

HH-3E 67-14?13 1504.6

8996.4 20 .

HH-38 67-L47L4

54 ARRS DET 2 LORING AFB Mg 02_01-73
55 ARRS DET 15 PATRTCK AFB FL 02-08-78
55 ARRS DET 5 TYNDALL AFB FL 05-04-79

39 ARRW DET 11 MB AFB SC
07-01-Bo -  88

6 4I  ARRS PATRICK AFB I-L
ClC SSG'|  HIKE WILLIAMS

13-10-88 -  16-05-89
A.I ' {ARC DM AFB AZ 03-93

1550 ATTW HILL AFB U' f  72 -  02-11-81
CRASH DAI1AGE NARF PNCLA FL 24-O 1_78

5 1 5 5 O ' I 'W KI RTLAND AI.-B NM
02-11-81 -  13-Ori-88

ARRTC EGLIN AFB FL
41 ARRS PATRICK AFB FL

5 1550 ATTW KIRTLAND AFB NM
41 ARRS PATRICK AFB FL
AI'{ARC DM AFB AZ

1550 ATTW HILL AFB UT
6514 TES HILL AFB UT

Hr{-3E 67-L47L5

HH-3E 67-14716

5378.5
I

9100.3

389.9
6126 .  4

6476.2

20L8.2

1550 ATTW KIRTLAND AFB NM
02-08-80 -  13-08-81

20.4 T55O CCTW KIRTLAND AFB NM
A}IARC DM AFB AZ

57 ARRS WHEELUS FIELD LIBYA
67 ARRS RAF WOODBRIDGE ENGLAND

01-10-73 -  aO-11-88
39 ARRS DET 14 FPO NY 09571

20.4.56 ARRS KEFLAVIK ICELAND APO 09673
HINOR CRASH ON GLACIER 1990

88-90
US$VNTTC, FT RUCKER AL 93

57 ARRS WHEELUS FIELD LTBYA 68
67 ARRS RAF WOODBRIDGE ENGLAND
40 ARRWG DET 14 APO NY 09571

b6 ARR' KEFLA'TK ,.r*1T72 
- 31-ol-73

13.0 DESTROYED HARD I ."ANDTNG 80
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MDS

HH-38

TAIL #

67 -L47 r7

AI RTIME AGE LOCATION

4326.9

57 ARRS I . / I IEELIJS I . ' tELD I , IBYA
40 ARRI. /G DET 14 FPO NY 0957I
39 ARRS DET L4 FPO NY 09571

YEARS

68
tL-72

76

HH-3E 67-14720

HH-38

HH-38

67 -L47 L8

57-14719

7016. I

7389.4

5t43.7
7 346 .4

Ltto. t

2119.1

'3006.0

6406..4

f

777 -4

8924.8

3962.1
9647.4

8580.0

I  704. I

3048.8

5330.0

67 ARRS DET 14 RAF WOODBRIDGE ENGLAND
APO 09571 l7-09-81 -  08-07-82

56 ARRS KEFLAVIK ICELAND LEFT LATE
1990 FOR PENSACOLA FL (CRACKED ' fAIL
BOOM) FROM HARD LANDING

20.3 38 ARRS I(ADENA AFB OKINAWA
AMARC DM AFB AZ

25 SEE APPENDIX r  6

l2-93

1550 ATTW HILL AI.B UT 72 -  74
55 .A.RRS EGLIN AFB FL 82

20.1 38 ARRS KADENA AFB OKINAWA 86 03_89
CRASHED IN 8OO I 'T WATER BROUGH 'TO
SURFACE BUT JUNKED

703 SOS SHAW AFB SC
08-or_-69 -  05-o6-72

1 SOWG EGLAND AFB FL
20-08-73 -  22-03-75

3O2 SOS LUKE AFB AZ 75-79
20.2 305 ARRS SELFRIDGE ANGB MI

15-01-86 -  31-O8-91
AHARC DH AFB AZ 02.09-92

20 sos APo 96237

2O.O SEE APPENDIX * 7

1550 ATTW HILL AFB UT 72 74
20.O 1550 CCTW KIRTLAND AFB NM 84 -  05.90

A.I ' 'ARC DM AFB AZ 06-93

2O.O SEE APPENDIX # 8

38 ARRSQ KADENA AFB OKINAWA
13-09-71 -  O9-04-73

129 ARRS HOWARD ANGB CA
18-04-77 -  30-O8-78

129 ARRS NAS MOFFETT FLD CA
05-02-80 -  30-11-85

HII-38

IIH.3E

HH-38

67-L472L

67-L4722

67-L4723

TIH-38

HH-3E

67 -L47 24

67 - t4725
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YEARS 
fi

HH-38 68-18282 3986.9 33 ARRS DET 13 ApO 96570 14-10-80
4L30.7 33 ARRS APO 96570 81

CRASHED & ROLLED DOWN HILL

HH-38 69-05798 5490.4 23.O SEE APPENDTX # 9

HH-38 69-05799 1394.9 39 ARRW DET 4 ApO 09023
22-O5-74 -  29-03-75

4753.7 18.4 106 ARG SUFFOLK ANGB NY
r0-r2-86 -  r0-05-87

AMARC DM AFB AZ
USAAVNTTC, FT RUCKER AL 93

HH-38 69-05800

HH-3E 69-05801 3156.3 ADWC TYNDALL AFB FL 13-06-79
5842.7 39 ARRW DET 1I VB AFB SO

24-O9-82 -  03-06-85
681I.0 18.4 56 ARRS KELAVIK ICELAND 02_89 -  91

USAAVNTTC, FT RUCKER AL 93

HH-3E 69-05802 4584.2 7I  ARRS ELMONDORF AFB AK 79 86
10106.6 T8.3 4I  ARRS PATRICK AI. 'B T-L

AMARC DlI  AFB AZ 06-93

HH-38 5s-0s8o3 
L?'ri.i ';tt?ffir.i"i3Ro1tJrn1"" o*tt 

- 04-12-72
03-09-81 -  06-01-86

'  9599.2 18.3 4I  ARRS PATRICK AFB FL
. AMARC DM AFB AZ 06-93

TIH-3E 69-05804 7L ARRS ELMONDORF AFB AK 78
6032.1 18.3 305 ARRS SELFRIDGE ANGB I{ I

AHARC DM AFB AZ 02-09-92

?i ffiH3 i:,tiB.l?'13" o* ollo;-i3
6809.2 106 ARG SUFFOLK ANGB NY 85 89
7L23.4 L8.2 305 ARRS SELFRIDGE ANGB HI

USAAVNTTC, FT RUCKER AL 93

HH-3E 69-05806 6046.9 7L ARRS ELMONDORF AFB AK
16-04-79 -  19-02-86

9553.0 L8.2 1550 CCTW KIRTLAND AFB NH
AUARC DM AFB AZ 06-93
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MDS TAIL # AIRTIME

HH-38 69-05807

HH-38 69-05808 3242.0
6459.1

HH-38 69-05809

HH-38 69-05810

7327.9
901B. I

I  685 .2
6707.9

8rr8.9

1920.9
2494 .5
7368.0

HH-38 69-05811

HH-3E 69-05812 6076.8

7}Lo:2

TOTAL A./C BUILT
139

AGE LOCATION YEARS

?1 ARRS ELMONDORF AFB AK 11-78 03-79
18.0 305 ARRS SELFRIDGE ANGB MI

14-11-84 -  l5-04-87
AMARC DM AFts AZ O2-O9-92

21. COMP I , /G APO 98724
71 ARRS ELI.TENDORF AFB AK

1B.O 38 ARRS KADENA AFB OKINAWA
AI.'IARC DM AFB AZ

2l coMP wG APO 98742 10-07-73
38 ARRS KADENA AI 'B OKINAWA

30-10-87
7L ARRS EL}TENDORI. '  AFB AK

I8.O 31 ARRS CLARK AFB R P
AI{ARC DM AFB AZ

2L COMP WG APO 98742
I SOW HULBERT FLD I 'L

1?.9 4I  ARRS PATRICK AFB FL
12 -0 I  -88

AMARC D}T AFB AZ

7T ARRS ELMENDORF AFB AK
2L-O4-19

17 . 8 AUARC DI{ AFB AZ
USAAVNTTC, FT RUCKER AL

72 76
77 88

L2-92

o7 -ro-7,r

l9-02-88

89 -  90
l2-93

2 6-0 9-7 5
05-12-77

07-02-90
o3 -93

I 7-O4 -B I

93

TOTAL A,/C HOURS AVERAGE A,/C HOURS AVERAGE AGE

LOSS OPERATIONAL LOSSHODEL

cH-3
HH-3

IIOSTILE

L4
10

3
4

PAGE L7



.COPTES OF THE AFTO FORM
HELICOPTERS ARE LISTEI)

cH-38 63-096?6

cH-3E 64-L4226

cH-38 65-12797

HH-38 67-L4703

HH-38 67-1 4707

HH-3E 67-14?18

HH-3E 67-14722

HH-3E 67-1 4724

HH-3E 69-05798

95 HISTORICAL RECORD
BELOW, AVAILABLE UPON

ON SOIIF: O!' THE
REQUEST;
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I

APPENDIX # 1

SIKORSKY A/C, STRATFORD CONN. DELIVT. ' .RED 31-12-63cH-38 63-09676

DATE RE!{ARKS

-09-64 GROUP I IAI I  WIRING b'OR AN-ARC-54 VHF' FM
RADIO SYS'TEM INSTALLED

15-06_66 ACFT RECEIVED THIS STATION ( PRIOR
TRANSFERS NOT KNOWN )

O7-1I-67 ACFT EXPERIENCED A HARD LANDING

14-10_68 ACFT RECEIVED FROI, i  IRAN LAS DON I{UANG
BANGKOK, THAILAND

I9-06-69 INSTALLED MGB AT 2538.1 A/C HRS.

0 1 -10-69

02-o8-70

REMOVED nCg et 2802.9 A/C HRS.

TCTO 1H-3-520 (  'A" KIT ONLY )

27-09-70 TCTO 1H-3-629 C/W

o2-o8-71 TCTO lH-3-636 C/W

26.03-74 AIRCRAFT ARRIVED TUIS STATION AND PLACED
IN WORK ON PROJECT # A-4.812O.WR FOR ACI
I  A W T.O. OO-25-4 AT 4724.9 HOURS

29-06.74 ACFT RECEIVED THIS STATION AT 4726.7 HRS

ORGAN IZA' f  ION

COLLINS RADIO
t. 'AC. DALLAS ' fX

2Oth HELI SQ
UDORN ROYAL
'fHAI AF' ts
APO 96237

2Oth HgLI SQ
UDORN ROYAL
] 'HA I  AF-B
APO 96237

20 SOS
UDORN ROYAL
,THAl AF B
APO 96237

20 SOS
UDORN ROYAL
THIA AFB
APO 96237

2L SOS
NAIC{ON PHANOH
ROYAL THIA AFB
APO 96310

56 SPOPSW
NAKHON PHANOM
ROYAL THIA AFB
APO 96310

56 SPOPSW
L xarc{oN PHANou

ROYAL THAI AFB
APO 96310

6200 ABW
CLARK AFB R P

WARNER ROBTNS
ALC
ROtsINS AFB GA

405 FW
CLARK AFB R P

PAGE 19



APPENDIX # 1

cH-38 63-09676 STKORSKY A/C, S' I 'RATFORD CONN. DELTVURED 3t-12-63

DATE REMARKS ORGANIZATION

16-09-74 405 FW REDESIGNATED TO 3 TFW 3 TFW
CLARK AFB R P

31-03-76 ACFT RECEIVED THIS DATE AT 5126 A/C HRS 302 SPS
LUKE Ab'B AZ

25-06-76 ACFT TRANSI. 'ERED TO THIS S'TATION FOR ITAJOR
STRUCTURAL REPAIR. FUNGUS CLEANED AND
S'I 'RUCTURE TREATED. FWD APU MOUN'|  BRACKETS
REPLACED AND MOUNTED PROPERLY. ' fAIL PYLON
REMOVED AND REPLACED ( IMPORTAN'T NO'|E )
TAIL PYLON INSTALLED WITH STANDAITD SIZE
BOLTS. INTERIOR AND E.XTERIOR PAIN' I 'ED.
CAHOUFLAGE CONI. ' IGURATION. TOTAL ACF'f  OGDEN ALC
HOURS 5i . {1.5 HILL AI.B UT

O9-12-76 AIRCRAFT RECEIVED FROH OGDEN ALC HILL AI 'B 302 SOS
UT AT 5149.9 A/C HOURS LUKE AF'ts AZ

2L-LL-77 MRB 61M 495-868 INSTALLED AT 5252.O ACF'I  302 SOS
i HouRs LUKE AFB Az

15-02-78 MRB INSTALLED 61M 675-1062 INSTALLED AT 302 SOS
5L37 A/C HbURS LUKE AFB AZ

19-09-78 CRACK NOTED ON LEFT CAP ANGLE FS 54T.5 302 SOS
AT 5499 A/C HOURS LUK.E AFB AZ

05-12-78 CRACK NOTED rN WEB AFT LEFT SIDE, 302 SO_S
STATION 290, AT 5559 A./C HOURS LUKE AFB AZ

11-01-79 HRB 51H 495-868 REHOVED AT 5576.0 ACFT 302 SOS
HOURS. LUKE AFB AZ

05-07.79 MODTFICATION OF AIRCRAFT WIRING AIC-I8
SYSTEH IAW T.O. 1H-3(C)E-2-3,  FOR LOCAL 3O2 SOS
CONFIGURATION OPTION, COMPLIED WITH. LUKE AFB AZ

O5-O7-79 HODIFICATION OF AIRCRAFT WIRING AIC-18 3O2 SOS
SYSTEM I A w 1H-3(C)E-2-3 C/v]  LUKE AF-B AZ

3O-08.79 36 HONTH INSPECTION X-RAY PORTION BELOW
STATION 106 ( FLOOR LEVEL ) LEFT & RIGHT
SIDE SPONSON ATTACH FITTINGS AND SUPPORT
STRUCTURES NCW, TO BE C/W AT ACr OR NEXT 302 SOS
FUEL CELL RET{OVAL. LUKE AFB AZ

fl

i :
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APPENDIX # 1

CH-38 63-09676 STKORSKY A/C, STRATFORD CONN. DELIVEITED 3i-12-63

DATE REMAITKS ORGANIZA'f  ION

2I-O1-80 TAIL PYLON ATTACH BRACKETS ELONGATED.
NUW OVERSIZED BOLTS INSTALLED I  A W 3OZ SOS
AFRES MSG R1?I3OOZ AUG 79 LUKE AF'ts AZ

O3_04-80 
^/C 

ARRTVED THIS STATION F'OR DMISA
NAVAIRT6 26BFTG WITH 59II . I  A(; t . -T HOURS.
ACI WITH WR/H_3/79/L WAS COMPLTED WITH
ON O5-02-8I  NARI. '  PN(;LA FL

I7-I2-80 } lRts SN 61M I17-5I2 INSTALLLJD AT 59II . I  NARF PNCLA I 'L
HOURS.

22.O2-8I AIRCRAF'|  RECEIVED AT ' I 'HIS STATION AT 302 SOS
5923.3 A/C HOURS. LUKE AFI]  AZ

23-LO-81 MRB SN IJ1M LI7-5L2 REMOVED TO FOM AT 3O2 SOS
6185.3 A/C HOURS. LUKE AFB AZ

. O2-O3-82 DURING PHASE INSPECTION CRACK,APPROX TWO
INCHES LONG FOUND IN WEB AREA, PHOTOS
TAKEN AND SENT TO WR-ALC/MMSRCC FOR
ENGINEETNG'EVAL. (SEE WR HSG R 2916452 3O2 SOS

LUKE AFB AZ
. 

MAR 82 ) .

01-08-82 50 HR CRACK INSP, STA 541 LHS, REVEALED
WEB CRACK HAS PROGRESSED UPWARD UNDER
DOUBLER, PHOTOS TAKEN AND SENT TO WR-ALC
/HHSRCC FOR FURTHER ENGINEERING EVAL. 50
HR rNSP WrLL CONTINUE rN FORCE UNTIL 3O2 SOS
REPAIR INSTRUCTION ARE RECIEVED LUKE AFB AZ

O7-08-83 ALL HYDRALIC SYSTEHS H(CEPT LANDING GEAR
STRUTS CONVERTED TO HIL-H-83282 IAW DIR
HAT UGT ROBINS AFB GAI}IHSR MSG R13I2452 3O2 SOS
MAY 83 AT 6535.8 ACFT HRS LUKE AFB AZ

09-09-83 STATION 541 LHS HAS BEEN CLEARED, PER 3O2 SOS
ENGINEERING EVALUATION AT 6447.O ACFT HRS LUKE AFB AZ

26-0 1-84 r{OD RADAR WARNING RCVR T. C. T.  O. lH-3-748 302 SOS
LUKE AI. 'B AZ

09-05-84 CLASS 18 MOD. HOO3O53 HAS BEEN COHPLIED 302 SOS
WITH" (NVG LIGHTING) LUKE AFB AZ
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APPENDIX * 1

63-09676 SIKORSKY A/C, S'TRAT! 'ORD CONN. DT'LIVERSI) 3I-12-63

/'-i.:,
r l. '

)
CH-38

DATE REMARKS

24-O 6-85 ' I .  C. T.  O. 1X-INSp-4AF-5004 DATA CODE
W5O5OO4 OTI OF H-3 EXT JETTISON SYS

28-07-85 T.C.T.O. lH-3-750 DA'[A CODE 01617r6 C/W
02 JULY 85 INST OF SHOULDER HARNESS FOR
FLIGHT I. lECH SFJA'|

23_01-86 T.C.T.O. IH-3-776 O'f I  OF ALL MRH BLADE
ATTACH BOLTS C/V] DA] 'A CODE O16807I

07-Ll-86 T.C.T.O. lH-3-780 C/w 05 NOV 1986 ONE
TIFTE INSPECTION OF CIRCUIT BREAKERS

3O-I2-86 AIRCRAFT 63-9676 ARRIVED 304 ARRS PIA
WITH 7329.6 ACF'I '  HRS

2O_02-87 URGANT ACTION ONE_TIME SAFETY INSPECTION
AFR-7O2O02, DATED l0 FEB 87, DATA CODE
A7O2OO2, INSPECT FOR AIR CHARGING VALVE
P/N AN6287-1. C/Yt t8 FEB 87.

'26-02-87 T. C. T.  O. lH-3-?81 DATA CODE O169525,
DATED 13 NpV 86, INSP OF RESCUE HOIST

, 
SUPPORT STRUCTURE. C/I I  04 DEC 86

1O-8.? ACFT TRANSFERED THIS STATION

11-11-8? TSGT HENRY SHAW CREW CHTEF

13-O4-88 C/V T.C.T.O. rH-g-ZeS, REHOVE AND
VISUALLY INSPECT PRIHARY SERVO SUPPORT
BRACKETS FOR WEAR, CRUSHING, CRACKING,
AND OR PAINT CHIPPING

08-04-89 C/w T.C.T.o.  1H-3-797, DC: O1?3390, DATED
07 APR 89, HAIN ROTOR BI"ADE CORROSION
INSPECTION.

ORGAN I ZA'I ' ION

302 SOS
LUKE AI.- ts AZ

302 SOS
LIJKE Ai. 'B AZ

302 S0S
LUKE AFI]  AZ

302 SOS
LUKE AF'B AZ

304 ARRS
PIA OR

304 ARRS
PIA OR

302 sos
LUKE AFB AZ

7T SOS
DH AFB AZ

7T SOS
DH AFB AZ

7I SOS
DH AFB AZ

7L SOS
DH AFB AZ

31-10-89 C/W T.C.T.O. lH-3-74L, DC: 0159401, DATED
24 OCT 89, REPLACEHENT OF APN-171 RADAR
ALTTMITER WITH ALTI} I ITER SET, ELECTRONIC 7I SOS
AN/APN DH AI 'B AZ
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CH.3E 63-09676 SIKORSKY A/C, STRATFORD CONN, DELIVERED 3I- I2-63

DA'TE REMARKS ORGANIZATION

25-02.90 AUTOMATED HISTORY RECORDS ESTABLISHED 7L SOS
ACFT HOURS 78L6.2 DM AF-ts AZ

27.02-90 TSGT DOUG LESHO LAST CREW CHIEF 7I  SOS
DM AFB AZ

I5-02-9I  ACFT LEF' |  DM AFB FOR TRANSFER TO USAF 7L SOS
MUSEUM DM AI 'B AZ

Ig-OZ-gL ACFT I 'URNED OVER TO USAF MUSEUM A'T WP AF'ts OH
8099.2 HOURS
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cH-3C 64-14226 SIKORSKY

DATE

APPENDIX # 2

A/C.,  S'rRA1'FORD CONN. t )ELIVt 'Rl . :D 26-02-65

REMARKS OITGANIZATION

3O-03-64 EXTENSIVE INSPECTIONS, MODITJICATIONS,
INS'fALLATION AND REPLACEMENT OF'
HELICOP'fER SYS'|EI"1S AND PARTS. SEE A!-TO
FORM 95 PAGE I .  FOR DE'TATLS. COMPLETED SIKORSKY A/C
30-06_65 S' I 'RATFORD CONN

01-07-65 T.C. ' f .O. lH-3(C)C-539 TNSpEC'r ' rON Or.  ApU

3
f

I . -UEL SUPPLY LINE

0l-10-65 T.c.  f  .o.  1H-3(C)C-545 SEALING Or. '  yOTOR
COVER APU PRIMER t . 'UEI,  PUMP

03-11-65 AS A RESUL'T OF GROUND ACCIDENT THE
FOLLOWING SHEET METAL REPAIITS WEITE MADE
TO A/C AS PER SIKORSKY STANDARDS AND
APPROVED BY SIKORSKY STRESS ENGINEERING
DEPARTMENT. SEE AFTO FORI. I  95 PAGE 2 I . 'OR
DETAILS. NO COMPLETION DATE.

LTlr  (  cH-3 )5-501 INS'fALLA', f  tON Ot- AN,/ApW
-25 SYSTEH IN CH_3

lH-3(C)C-5?2 HODIFICATION OF MAIN GEAR
BOX SYSTEM

1H-3-561 INSP OF BENDIX FLEX COUPLING
DE-COMPLIED WTTH ( COUPLTNG CANNED FOR
ACFT 65-12790 )

REPLACEHENT OF TROUGH TO WINCH SHIELD
ASSY

27 -O3-67

01-03-66

26-O7-6;

MCMX ( AIJI ,C )

MCMX ( AFL(;  )

SIKORSKY A/C
STRA'I 'FORD C]ONN.

100 sRw DET l0
APO 96337

DET 10 LOCKI{EED
CORP APO 9633?

DET 10 LOCKH.EED
coRP APO 96337

l OO SRI{
DH AFB AZ

0 1 -09-67

06-10.67 CLASS 1 MOD DTD 07 MAR 67 INSTALLATION
OF DBM CAMERA AND ANN 6 GUN CAHERA CH3 IOO SRW
ACFT COMPLIED WTTH 29-09-67 DM AFB AZ

24-06-68 CRASH DAMAGE REPAIRED I /A/W CONTRACT O & R
(FO 9603-67-A-0350-0109) AT 509.4 A/C STKORSKy A/C

- HOURS STRATFORD CONN.

24:O6-68 AIRCRAFT MODIFIED TO MARS 2 o &. R
CONFIGURATION I /A/W CONTRACT # F3365?- SIKORSKY A/C
67-C-0330-POO2. STRATFORD CONN.

17-07-6B ACFT RI 'CEIVED THIS BASE A' f  5I5.4 A/C AI 'MDC
HOURS. HOLLOMAN AFB NM
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APPENDTX # 2

CH-3C 64-14226 S TKORSKY A/C, S' f  ITA' |  T. 'O[I ,D ( ]ONN. DELIV!]RED 26-02-65

DATE REI' '1ARKS ORGANIZA'f ION

O1-08-68 HELICOPTUR 64_I4226 ITEDEST(;NA'fED CH_38
l/A/vt  ussc # R 0l l955z AIJG 68 AcF' f  IS A! 'MDC
EQUTP'T WITH T_58_5 ENGINES. HOLLOMAN AI 'B NM

25-L I-68 ACF' |  PREPARED FOR TRANSFER ' I 'O DM AFB A' f  AT.-MDC
603.4 I {OURS. HOLLOMAN AI. ' ts  NM

27-L1-68 ACFT ARRiVED THIS STATION'fHIS DATE A/C IOO SRW
HOURS 605.9 DM AI ' ts AZ

24-01-69 REF: WRAMA WRNDT I ' ISG 21,23202 JAN 69 ON
-2 PYLON FOR 226. QUOTE- HE DTF! 'ERENCE
BETWEEN THE 56I22 862I0- I  & - '2 HAS
PROVSIONS FOR FM622 VIHIP ANTENNA AND THE
-1 ASSY DOES NOT. USE OF THE -2 . {SSY IS
PERMISSIBLE BUT MAY REQUIRE LOCAL
MANUFACTURE AND INS' |ALLATION OF PLA'TE TO lOO SRW
COVER THE ANTENNA OPENING _UNQUOTE. DM AFB AZ

03-02-69 ACFT ARRIVED THIS FACILITY AT 623.6 A/C
HRS. ACCOHPLISHED INSTALLATION OF
.,SECURE VOICE CAPABILITY' '  INTENT OF

, T.O. SUPPLE+{ENT 1H-3_557D COHPIED WITH
' I  /A/W CONTRACT AF33657-68-A-0051,

MCMSW-O051-RB-46( r  ) -1.  LAS CO
ONTARIO, CA

14-02-69 ACFT DEPARTED THIS. FACILITY A'T 623 .6 A/C LAS CO
HRS. ONTARIO, CA

02-04-69 LTH (CH3)5-501 DTD 15 JA-I . {  67 100 SRW
INSTALLATION OF AN/APW-zs SYS. DH AFB AZ

16-04-59 ACFT ARRIVED THIS S' |ATION ACFT HRS 688.2 lOO SRW DET 10
A/C HRS APO 96337

O8-O7-70 1H_3_626 INSPECTION OF TAIL ROTOR PITCH lOO SRW DET 1O
BEAM APO 96337

13-08-71 I2R5-2ARN65-505 HODIFICATION OF VIDEO lOO SRW DET 1O
HODULE RT-471/ARN65 TACAN UNITS APO 96337

18-O8-?3 1H-3-65I INSPECTION FOR AND REPLACEMENT 1OO SRW OL-OA
OF RELAY REVERSE CURRENT APO 96570
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APPENDIX # 2

A/C, STRATFORD CONN. I )ELIVEITED 26-02-65CH-3C 64-14226 SIKORSKY

DATE

20-06-75 rH-3-665 rNSP
ATTACH BOLTS

03-06-81

2 3-03-83

09-0?-84

i i

19_I T-76 ANALYTICAL CONDl 'TION INSPECTION COI{PLIED
WITH- NART.- PENSACOLA, FLA. WARNER ROBBINS NARI. '
WORK SPECIFICATION WR/H-3/76/O PNCLA FL

0I_10_76 A/C ARRIVED THIS STATION 432 TDG IOO SRW 432' fDG
DM AFB AZ

O5-01-78 L3D2_4-5IO REPLACEMEN'|  OF WINCH PRINTED IOO SRW 432 TDG
CIRCUIT BOARD DM AFB AZ

26-09-78 lH-3-709 INSP OF MAIN RO'I 'OR HUB SPINDLES lOO SRW 432 TDG
FORNICILLE SULFARATE PLATING. DH AFB AZ

L5-02-79 ACFT ARRIVED THIS STATION 39 ARRW DET 5
.TYNDALL AFB FL

REMARKS

OI- 'TAIL PYLON TO F'USELAGE

ORGAN IZATION

IOO SRW 432 TDG
DM AFB AZ

NA.RF
PNCLA FL

NARF
PNCLA FL

39 ARRW DET 5
TYNDALL AFB FL

39 ARRW DET 5
TYNDALL AFB FL

39 ARRW DET 5
TYNDALL AFB FL

39 ARRW DET 5
TYNDALL AFB FL

39 ARRW DET 5
TYNDALL AF'B FL

30_06-80 COMPLIED WITH CORROSION PREVENTION OF
UNDER FLOOR WORK SPECIFICATION ON
wR,/H-3/80-L-2 TAB C.

08-08-80

1 I  -08-80

TCTO 1H-3-732C COMPLIED WTTH.

ACFT RETURNED FROM DEPOT AC HRS 3830.3

TCTO lH-3-734 C/W

ALL FUEL LINES REMOVED AND REPLACED
( TO YEAR TIME CHANGE)

TCTO lH-3-754 C/Vr

03-07-85 TCTO lH-3-750 COHPLETED

23-04-86 AlC CH-38 64-L4226 ARRTVED AT NARF PNCLA
ON 22-LO-85 FOR DMISA NAVAIR ?6 26BFTC
WITH 5437.7 ACFT HRS. ATC WR/H.3/85/L WAS NARF
COMPLETED ON 23-04-86 PNCLA FL
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APPENDIX # 2

cH-3t;  64-14226 STKO|ISKY A/C, STRATT'oRD CONN.

DATE REITARKS

t)t iL r .  vERl i l )  26-02 -6 5

25-04-86 AIRCRAFT DI i -PAIN'TED & TTEPAINTUD gUROI)gA.t{
I CAHOUF'LAGE

l5-1 t -86 ' I 'CTO lH-3-780 C/W INSPECTtON OF ALL ( ; /B

r3-10-87 AlRCRnt*I '  GAINED AT 604I.8 ACr."r  HlrS

PAGE 2?

0R(;ANtZATION

NARb'
PNCLA I-L

39 SRRW DET 5
TYNDALL AFB IJL

:to I n Rfts
I IOMESTI:AD AI ' ts
t 'L



APPENDIX # 3

65-L2797 SIKORSKY A/C, STRA'TFORD CONN. DELIVERED 3O_r2_66

{\
t )

CH-38

DATE REMARKS

OPERATING TIME AT DELIVERY IT. I30-12-66 TOTAL
HOURS

I5_08-67 ' fHIS AIRCRAI' ' |  HAS BEEN REWORKED ' fO
M.A.R.S. CONFIGURA'| ION T A W SIKORSKY
AIRCRAFT DRAWING NUMBER S6IO7-95 T18

27 -02-69

29-06-70

ORGAN I  ZATION

SIKORSKY
STRATI-ORD CONN.

NAV PLAN'|  REP
S I K STI.'t)

20_09-67 Ist  PHASE INSPECTION T.O. IH-3(C)C-6WC-1 SIKORSKY A/C
PH AT 22.3 A/C HOURS EL CENTRO CA

23-O 5-68 2nd PHASE iNSPECTION T.o.  t l { -3 (C )C-6wC-1 SIKORSI(Y A/C
PH AT 78.2 A/C HOURS SL CENTRO CA

28-05-68 TOTAL OPERATING TIME AT DELIVERY 78.2 HRS STKORSKY A/C
EL CENTRO CA

03-06-68 ACFT RECORDS RECEIVED THIS DATE AFI ' IDC
HOLLOMAN AFB NM

10-01-69 T.O. 1H-3-536 DTD 26 JUN 68 REPLACEHENT
OF PERSONNEL DOOR LADDER LOCKING DEVICE
RESCTSSION DATE 26 JUN 69 GROUND 26 JUN
69. INTENT,OF T.C.T.O. lH-3-536 HAS BEEN
ACCOMPLISHED. T.C.T.O. DEVEATIONS ARE,AS
FOLLOWS: ALL BUT BULKHEAD STORAGE FOR
LADDER DUE TO EXPERAHENTAL EQUIPMENT CAN AFHDC
NOT INSTALL. WILL INSTALL AT LATER DATE. HOLLOF{AN AFB

T.O. 1H-3-577D DTD O1 DEC 68 INSTALLATION
OF SECURE VOICE CAPABILITY. INTENT OF T.C.
T.O. C/W r A W CONTRACT F33657-68-A-0051,
HCHSI{-0051-RB-L46( 1)-1 DTD LL/O4/68. C/vt
BY LAS FIELD TEAH AT HOLLO}TAN AFB N MEX AFHDC
25/02/69 HOLLOMAN AFB

ACFT PREPARED FOR TRANSFER I A W AFSC MSG
#2O2LL7Z HAY 7O, AND LLL952Z JUN 70, AFMDC
PROJECT FTCOZ-7O3 AT 456.7 A./C HRS. HOLLOHAN AFB NM

ACFT ARRIVED THTS STATION THIS DATE AT 6515 OMS
456.7 ACFT HRS. EDWARDS AFB CA

T.O. 1H-3-520 INCORP OF EXT. PUB ADDRESS 65I5 OUS
SYSTEH N/A EQUIP NOT INSTALLED EDWARDS AFB CA

NH

Nl{

I

t

01 -0?-70

22-O4-72
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cH-38 55- l  2797

DA'TE

09-o 7 -7 3

APPENDIX # 3

SIKORSKY A/C ,  STRATI.-ORD CONN. DELIVERED 3O_ 12-66

REMARKS ORGAN I  ZAT ION

SPIICIAL INSP. 73-36, JNSPE(;T RO'rOIr  I {EA|)
HINGE, PN: S6t lO-23O32 SHlt lUS FOII  CR^CKSi
IN LOCK PIN I ]ORES. N,/A ' } 'O ' fHIS AIRCIIAIT' |  .

ACT."T DEPAIITTNG/IJD AITTTC N I . 'S(]  I . ]DWARDS NFI]
cA 93523

ACI. ' ' f  ARRI.VED'f I I IS STA'I ' iON ON I I ]
A(;F' f  HOURS LL47.Z

T.C.1' .O. lH-3-513 INS'tALLr| l ' ION
1{INCH SYST]iH C/I ]  20 MAII  7,1 M/N

ACFT ARRIVED THIS S' |ATION ACFT

Ji , I ,  7: I

0rr B0n
R74 t  5

HRS 1650.5

65 i l i  oMs
UI)WARDS AI. 'B

65I5 OMS
lrDwr\Rl)S Al"B

I;5I .1 T S
IT i  LL Ai. ' ts UT

651.t ' f  s
I{  I  LL AF'B I ] ' f

3 9 ARRW DE'f
TYNDALL AI. 'B

3 9 ARRW DE'f
.TYNDALL AFB

NARF PNCLA

39 ARRW DET
TYNDALL AFB

39 ARRT{ DET
TTNDALL- AFB

39 ARRW DET
TYNDALL AFB

C:A

t7-o7-73

26-t0- 7 3

29-O3-7 4

04-10-75

25-LL-7 5

I  4-O 3- 78

25-09-78

r5-L2-78

09-01-?9

CA

q

t{ tr

i

F'L
TGB A-4-096 REMOVED AT I684.3 ACFT HOURS

ANLYTICAL CONDITION INSPECTION CO}TPLETED
WITH NARF PNCLA FL I  A W WARNER ROBINS
SPECIFICATTON WR/H-3/77/ I  AS OF 20-09-76

T.C.T.O. 1H-3-707 & 709 COMPLIED WITH

ONE TIME INSP C/W ON UPPER & LOWER
PERSONNEL DOOR TRACK & EMERGANCY RELEASE
HECHANISM

T.C.T.O. IH-3-?01 COMPLIED WITH

FL

5
FL

5
F'L

5
FL

26-11-80 T.C.T.O. lH_3_732D HAS BEEN COMPLIED WITH
COHPLIED WITH CORROSION PREVENTION OF
UNDER FLOOR WORK SPECIFICATION
wR/H-3 /80-5

A/C DEPARTED TYNDALL AFB AT 2767.I  A/C
TIME

A/C ARRIVED THIS S' |ATION AT TIME 2774.2

MATN GEAR BOX SUPPORT AREA & WEts INSP
c/vt  r  A w 1H-3(c)E-36 ACFT TIME 282L.4

PAGE 29

20-o5-8 1

20-05-8 I

o2-o9-8 1

NARF PNCLA I 'L

39 ARRW DET 5
TYNDALL AFB F'L

39 ARRW DET 11
MRYTLE BEACH SC

39 ARRW DET 11
MRYTLE BEACH SC



06-06-83

0 l -06-84

3l-07-85

28-O4-86

APPENDIX #

CH-38 65-I2797 SIKORSKY 
^/C. 

STRATFORI)

DATE REMARKS

24-07-82 ACFT ARRIVED TII IS STATION

3

CONN. DELIVERED 30_12-66

O3-06_83 ACF'T COMPLE'|TJLY PAINTED

ORGAN I ZATION

39 ARRW DET 15
PATRICK AFts T. 'L

39 ARRW DET 15
PATRICK AT. B T. 'L

39 ARRW DE'f  15
PA'I 'RICK Ai. 'B T. 'L

MG8 REMOVED A' f  ACF"|  HRS. 35T0.2

TITLE: MOD Ot. '  INTER GEAR BOX ACCESS PANEL
(DET 15 AII I ,CRAFT ONLY) LOSS Ot. '  TORQUE ON
TAIL PYLON.4.2797 AT A/C HRS 3853.4 BOLTS 39 ARRW DET 15
RETORQUED PA'|RICK AT.-B FL

T.C.T.O. IH-3-768 COMPLIED WITH 39 ARRW DET 15
PATRICK Al.- ts I . 'L

I  8-O9-86

A,/C ARRIVED AT NARF PNCLA FOR DMISA
NAVAIR 76 26BFTG WITH 4600.3 ACFT HRS.
ACr wR/H-3 /86/ 1 WAS. COMPLETL:D ON l5-09-86
T.C.T.O. 1H-3.776 INSPECTION OI. 'MlR ROTOR
BT"A.DE BOLTS WAS COMPLIED WITH. 'T.C.T.O.
1H-3-778 PARTIALLY COHPLIED WITH- REF WR
MSG 23L5252 JUI,  86.  (HATERIAL NOT
AVAfLABLE).  ACI COMPLIED wfTH I .  A w: wR-
lr-3/86- l  oN 09-09-86. 36 MO TNSP0CTION
C()MPI, IED WITII  ON O9-09.8t ' .  NIRCRAI. 'T I )E-
PAINTED & REPAIN'I 'SD UUROPEAN I CAHOUT'I .N(; [
WITH I, I .AC MARKINGS. NARI. '  PN(:I ,A I . ' I .

AJ.RCRAI 'T RUCU IVUU 'TIT I  S S' I .A'T I  ON 39 
^RRW 

DE'T I .5
PATRIL'K AI. 'B I . ' I ,

PA(;U 3o



r l  1.

t \

r  APPtiNDtx # 4

c:H.-3Li  67-14703 Sl  KORSKY A/C, S' l ' t rA' t ' t rot i l )  ( ;oNN. t )Et , IVi . , l i i . . t )  ' ,29-r ' i ' i r - r ' i7

DATE t tEMAl l (S r ; l r r  jAN f  ZAT lON

30- l1-67 ' , fOTAL ()PFIRA',TING Tlhr i  ( ) t i  i l l . : l , l . l ( j l j ' l 'F; l i  10.0
I{0U[TS A' I '  ' I ' IMT.:  ( ) I . '  I )F: I , IVI . . I tY SIKORSKY A/C

l5- t2- t i7 r \ r ;  t tFr( : r . r rvFlD ' rHls s ' t 'A ' r t ( )N l l .3 HOURS 56 Ac|{
APO 963 I  O

5 6 SPOPS I{G
APO 963 l0

56 SPOPS WG
,\PO 96310

27-L1-70 A/C IRAN & *7 PHASE INSP. ACCOMPLISHED ' |HAI AM CO L' f I )
AT A,/C TIHE L773.5 APO 9I i3O3

O8-12_7O A/C ARRIVED THIS STATION AT L779.L HOURS 56 SPOPS WG

25-45-72 MGB REHOVED AT A/C TIHE 1985.7

AP() 9631O

355 TFW
DM AFB AZ

' 06-03-?3 A/C ARRIVED THIS STATION 2L26.2 HOURS 1 SOWG
HURLBERT FLD I-L

22-04.7'4 A/C PROCESSED THTS STATION 2494.4 HOURS 3O2 SOS
LUKE AFB AZ

o5-L2-78 CRACK rN WEB AFT LEFT SrDE STATTON 290, 3O2 SOS
36?6.0 HOURS LUKE AT'B AZ

06-01-?9 STRTNGER HAS TWO CRACKS AT STATTON 290, 3O2 SOS
APPROXIMATELY ONE TNCH LONG AT ELEVEN LUKE AFB AZ
o'c locK PosITroN, A/c EoURS 3696.0

1O_O4.79 ACFT RECETVED NAVAIREWORKFAC PENSICOLA NARF PNCLA
FL. ACFT HOURS 3768.4

13-01-80 ACFT RECEIVED THIS STATION 302 SOS
LUKE AFB AZ

18-03-80 MRH A9-209 INSTALLED AT 3820 HOURS 302 SOS
LUK-E AFB AZ

18-08-80 MRH A9-209 REI{OVED AT 3921 A,/C HOURS. 3A2 SOS
REASON HORIZONTAL HINGE SEAL LEAKING. LUKE AFB AZ

'22-O.}-70 iGIJ INS'I 'ALLED AT T56{J.O A/C HOURS

25-04-70 MGB REMOVED AT 1628.0 A/C HOURS
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APPENDIX f  4

67.14?03 SIKORSKY A/C, STRATFORD CONN. DELIVERED 29_O9-67

r
t j

HH-38

DATE REMARKS

ENGINE INSTALLED ON POS. #1 AT 4254.324-09-81
A/C HOURS

14-04-82 AIRCRAF'I '  RT'LEASED 'TO 305 ARRS SELI 'RIDGE
ANG BASE MI FOR UNDER FLOOR CORROSION
CONTROL

11-06-82 ACFT RECEIVED FROM 305 ARRS SELFRIDGE ANG
BASE AFTER COMPLETION OF UNDER I . 'LOOR
CORRISION INSPECTION 4475.4 HOURS

08-08_83 ALL HYD SYS'|EMS SXCUI'T LANDING GLJAR
STRUTS CONVERTED'TO MIL-I I -8" '282
4772.L HOURS

29-07-84 TCTO 1H-3-744 C/vt  CHANGBD A,/C TO HH-3E

o 1- I  I  -86 A/C TRANS [. 'ERREI)

ORGAN IZATION

302 SOS
LUKU AFB AZ

302 SOS
LUKE AI 'B AZ

302 SOS
LUKE AFB AZ

30:z SOS
LUKU AF'B AZ

302 S()S
LUKE ,\ I . 'B AZ

3iO ARRS
HOMESTEAI)
AI 'B FL

NADEP PNCLA

939 CA.I{S
PIA OR

7L SOS
DM AFB AZ

7L SOS
DM AFB AZ

7L SOS
DM AFB AZ

7L SOS
DH AFB AZ

7L SOS
DH AFB AZ

09-03-87

o8-10-87

23-08-88

I 3-04-89

I 6-02-90

05-04-90

L2-O9-92

A,/C HH.3E E7-O14703 ARRTVED THIS STATION
FOR DMrSE NAVATR 86, 5697.7 HOURS

A./C AT STATION

A/C AT STATION

BLADE SN 61H 179-623 REHOVED AT 5061.7
A./C HOURS.

AlC LOANED TO 304 ARRS PORTLAND TAP OR
UNTIL 30 HAR 90

AUTO HISTORY ESTABLTSHED 53OO.1 HOURS

HELICOPTERS LAST FLIGHT WITH THIS
OUTFIT 6901.9 HOURS
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APPENDIX # 5

CH-38 67-14707 SIKORSKY A/C, STRATFORD CONN. Dr.-LIVL-RED 30-11-67

DATE REMARKS OR(}AN I  ZATION

L2_O1-68 TOTAL OPERATING TTME ON HELICOPTER AT SIKORSKY A,/O
TIME OF DELIVERY 13.0 HOURS

31-05-68 'TOTAL OPL'RA' | ING TTME ON HELICOP'TER AT SIKORSKY A/C
.| I I "1E OF DELIVEITY 26.7 HOURS

05_05-68 TOTAL OPERATING TIME ON HELICOP'TER AT SIKORSKY A/C
TIME OF DELIVERY 29.O HOURS

13-05_68 RECEIVED AIRCRAFT FROM SIKORSKY WITH ?03 1'ASS
29.0 HOURS SHAW A-FB SC

31-07-72 ACFT TRANSFERRED TO POTNT MUGU NAVY NAS POINT MUGU
AIR STATION A'T 1900.5 ACFT HOURS CA.

14-03_74 ACFT REASSIGNED TO THIS UNIT WITH
2O77.7 AIRCRAFT HOURS

20-09-79 ACr c/v l

?03 TASS
SHAW AFB SC

24-or- : t  AcFr ARRTVED rHrs srArroN Ar 2rs2.e HRS.rrL;?lr  
FLD FL

OL_O4_74 AIRCRAFT POSSESSED THIS STATION AT 302 SOS
2333.3 AIRCRAFT HOURS LUKE AFB AZ

NARF PNCLA

23_02_78 ACFT ARRIVED THTS STATION 3O2 SOS
LUKE AFB AZ

16-05-78 AIRCRAFT MADE HARD LANDING, AtL
1H-3(C)E-6 TNSPECTIONS COMPLIED WITH,
NO DISCREPENCIES NOTED. (  INSPECTION
coMpLETED 19-05-78) 3327.8 A/C HOURS 3O2 SOS
233L A/C LANDINGS LUKE AFB AZ

05_12_78 CRACK IN WEB AFT LEFT SIDE STATION 290,
AT 3451.O A/C HOURS. O9-L2-78 CRACK IS
MINOR NO REPAIR REQUIRED STEEL STRAP TS 302 SOS
INSTALLED. LUKE AI. 'B AZ

18_11_79 MRH A-2-I2I  INSTALLED AT 3738 A,/C HOURS 302 SOS
LUKE AFB AZ

30_04_80 MRH A-2-121 REMOVED AT 3821 A/C HOURS 3O2 SOS
LUKE AFB AZ
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APPENDIX # 5

CH_38 67_I47O1 SIKORSKY A/C, S'TRATFORD'CONN. DELIVERED 3O-11_67

DATE REMARKS ORGANIZATION

3O_09-BO MRH 4_9-209 INSTALLED AT 3888 A/C HOURS 302 SOS
LUKE AFts AZ

08-01-81 ACF-T CH_38 6' i -OL47O7 AITRIVED THIS STATION NARF' T)NCLA
WITH 4O]0.3 HOURS.

'  22-05_81 KEBL BEA}, f  REPLAC}' I )  FITOM 11.S. 181-: ]4( ; .5 NARI. 'PNCI,A

24-05_81 ACTT'T REI 'URNEI) TO ' [HIS S' I 'ATION 302 SOS
LUKI: A,FB AZ

I4-I0-81 MRH A9-209 REMOVb'rJ A' , r  4130.5 e, /C rrOURS.
REASON BXCESSIVE LEAKAGE OUT OF' CONVERTIID
UPPER HTNGE SEALS AND EXCESSTVE WEAR OF' 302 SOS
SWASHPLATE GUIDE LUKE AF'I ]  AZ

O7_08-83 ALL HYDRAI,IC SYS'TEMS I iXCEPT LANDING G.EAR
STRUTS CONVERTED TO MIL-H-83282 WITH 302 SOS
4665. 1 ACFT HOURS LUKX AF'B AZ

i t2-Lz-83 M R H TNSTALLED ACFT HRS 4zol .5 3oz sos
LUKE AFB AZ

L7-01-84 ENGTNE tsglce-s GEzyszzt TNSTALLED #1 soz sos
POS. AT 4779.9 HOURS LUKE AFB AZ

05-06_84 TAIL ROTOR HEAD ASSY INSTALLED AT 4872.6 302 SOS
HOURS LUKE Ab-R AZ

04_10-84 M G B ASSY INSTALLED AT 4950. ? HRS 302 SO-S
LUKE AFB AZ

O7-10-84 ENGINE TsB_GE_5 GE2B5O49 INSTALLED #2 302 SOS
POS. AT 4950.7 A,/C HOURS LUKE AFB AZ

23:LO-84 TRB 61VR 4263_4T62 INSTALLED AT 4962.2 3O2 SOS
A/C HRS. LUKE AFB AZ

11-04-85 EXCESSIVE RIGHT PEDAL REQUIRED TO
MAINTATN STRAIGHT FLTGHT WTTH AUX. SERVO
OFF. CHECKED NFG SPRING (At 'X OFF-HOVER)
AND A/C TURNED RIGHT TNSTEAD OF LEFT.
ALSO NOTICED 5 TO 1 VIBRATION IN TAIL
ROTOR PEDALS IN FWD FLIGHT AT (  70.90 302 SOS
KIAS ) WTTH AUX. OFF (  P. DAVIS MAJOR ) LUTC AFB AZ
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APPENDIX # 5

cH-38 67-14707 STKORSKY A/C, STRATFORD CONN. DELIVERED 30-11-6?

DATE REMARKS ORGANIZATION

13-08-85 A/C 67-OI47O7 CH-38 ARRIVED THIS STATION NARF
WITH 5230.1 ACFT HOURS PNCLA FL

13-08-85 TRB 61RV 4263-4t62 REMOVED AT 5230.1 A/C NARF
HOURS. PNCLA F'L

02-01-85 TCTO 1H_3-744 C/W CHANGED A,/C TO HH_3E NARI'
PNCLA FL

11-02-86 AIRCRAFT 67-014707 RETURNED TO THIS 3O2 SOS
sTATroN WITH 5247.6 A/C HOURS LUKE AFB AZ

30_12-86 AIRCRAFT 67_OI4707 ARRIVED THIS STATION 304 ARRS
hIITH 5452.0 ACFT HOURS PIA OR

01_01-88 -  AIRCRAFT ARRTVED ' [HIS STATION WI'TH 7L SOS
5701.1 ACFT HOURS DM AFB AZ

06-10-88 AIRCRAFT ARRIVED THTS STATION WITH NAVAVNDEPOT
5856.9 A/C HOURS PNCLA FL

18-06-89 A/C ON-STATION FOR TCTO 1H-3.-800. 71 SOS
DM AFB AZ!

0?-03-90 ALTTO HTSTORY ESTABLISHED AT 5999.8 7L SOS
. A/C HOURS DM AITB AZ

24_OL-92 APU CLUTCH PN 8612280-30, SN 31:]A-B 71 SOS
INSTALLED AT A/O TIMB 6528.5 M AFB-AZ

L2_O9-92 HI 'LICOPTERS LAST FLIGHT WTTH THIS UNIT 7I SOS
AT 6623.8 HOURS DM A} 'B AZ
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APPENDIX # 6

CH_3E 67_I4718 SIKORSKY A/C, STRATFORD CONN. DELIVERL'D 31_05_68

DATE REMARKS OITGANIZATION

05-06-68 TOTAL OPERATING TIME ON HELICOPTER A1'  SIKORSKY A/C
TIME OF DELIVERY 9.9 HOURS

02_01_70 ACFT INPUT FIR IRAN INSPECTION AT ACI"I '
TIME 1320.5 HRS PHASE INSP # 2 MAIN
GEAR BOX REPLACED, MAIN ROTOR HEAD THAI AM CO LTD
REPLACED APO 96303

30_04-70 ACFT ARRIVED THIS STATION AT 1326.6 56 SPOP WG
A/C HOURS APO 96310

O9-07-70 ACFT DELIVERED WITH PYLON ATTACHMENT
FITTINGS WITH OVERSIZED BOLT HOLES RBF 56 SPOP WG
AFCMC MSG O7OB43Z JUL 70 APO 96310

17_04_72 ACFT ARRIVED THIS STATION WITH 2276. '6 ?03 TASS
HOURS SHAW AFB SC

16-10-72 TCTO 1H-3-637 C/Vr AT 2420.3 AC!-T HOURS 703 TASS

, SHAW AFB SC

, L2-07-73 ACFT ARRIVED THIS STATION FLD # 9
HURIBERT FLD FL

LL-o4-74 
liHl.t*ltI33*5"tt 

srArroN wrrH 2834'L 
i,3i"'?i" o,

26_A2-76 OVERSTZED BOLTS INSTALLED IAW AFRES &
WRAMA MSG DATED O4_I2-75. TORQUE 345 IN
LBS ON NUT, 405 IN LBS ON BOLTS- ALL 302 SOS
HOLES OVERSIZED TO .390. 32OO A,/C HOURS LUKE AF'B AZ

, L2_OA-76 AIRCRAFT ARRIVED AT THIS FACILITY. ACFT NARF
TIME 3322.1 HOURS PNCLA ,FL

03_12_76 ACI C/W NARF PNCLA FL IAW WARNIIR ROBINS NARF-
woRK SPECIFICATION WR/H-3/76/O PNCLA ! 'L

05-12-78 ON STATION-CRACK IN I{EB AFT LEFT SIDB 302 SOS
STATION 290 AT 3903 A,/C HOURS LUKE AFB AZ

23_A5-82 ACFT RELEASED TO THIS STATION FOR UNDER 305 ARRS
FLOOR CORROSTON CONTROL SELFRIDGE ANG

tsASE MI
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APPENDIX # 6

CH-3E 67-I4718 SIKORSKY A/C, S'TRATFORD CONN

DATE REMARKS

DELIVI iRED 31-05-68

ORGAN IZA'TION

302 SOS
LUKE AFB AZ

:toz sos
I,UKE AITB AZ

i t02 sos
LUKE AFB AZ

NARF'
PNCLA FL

302 SOS
LUKE AT'B

302 SOS
LUKE AF'B

305 ARRS
SANGB MI

AZ

iT-07-82 ACFT ACCEP'TED F-ROM 305 ARRS SI iLFRIDGE
ANG BASE MI AFTER COMPLETTON OF UNDER
FLOOR CORROSION CONTROL INSP .  4829.9 HRS

O7-02-83 MAJ. RICK DAVIS, MAJ. RICHARD DULL,
MSGT RODNEY HARALSON, AND RESERVE TSGT
ROBERT ORTEGA, THE 302nd ASSISTED THE
ARIZONIA DEPT. OF PUBLIC SAFETY WITH
RESCUING A DOWNED PILOT FROM A LEDGE AT
4OOO FT IN THE HARQUAHALA MNT'S. MAJ.
DAVIS HAD TO EXECUTE A 180 DI! :GREU TURNS
WITHIN THE NARROW CONT'INTiS OIJ A BOX
CANYON TO POSITTON THI]  HELICOPTER. AS HE
HOVERED OVER TI{E SITE AND TTIE MAIN-ROTOR
BLADES PASSBD WITHIN A }. 'EW I. 'EUT OIi '  THH
MOUNTAINSIDB, MSGT HARALSON LOWI'RED TII I
STOKES LITTER TO RETRIEVE THE CRASH
VICTIM, HELI}LESS WITH A BROKEN BACK. THEN
UNABLE TO CLrMB DUE TO SWIR], ING SNOI{,  100
FOOT VISTBILITY, AND ICING CONDITIONS,
MAJ. DAVIS HAD TO MANEWUR THE H] 'LICOP'TER
ON A R.EVERSE PATTIERN DOWN TIIE CANYON.

O7_OB-83 ALL HYDRaIiC SYSTE}TS EXCEPT I ,ANDING GEAR
- STRUTS CONVERTED TO MII ,_L-83282 TAW DIR
. MAT MG'f  ROBINS A}-B GA,/MMSR MSG R1312452

MAY 83 AT 5191.0 ACF'T HOURS

29-06-84 A,/C CH-3E 670147IA ARRIVIID THIS STAT].ON
F'OR DMISE NAVAIR 76 268F'TG WITII  5479.2
AC}-T HRS ACI WR,/H-3/84/ 1 WAS COMPLETED
ON 2T-T2-84

OB_01-85 AIRCRAFT CH-38 67O1 47LB RELEASED FROM
ACI TO 302 SOS F-LIGHT CRIiW IAW AFR
65-110 AT 5479.2 HOURS

3I_O1-85 TCTO lH-3-?44 INSTALLATION OF IN.I . 'LIGHT
REFUELING PROBES AND OIL TANKS AT
AIRCRAFT TIME 5494.6 HR

O3-01-86 PBR COI.N/ERSATION WITH WR_ALC THE
F-OLLOI{I .NG TCTO'S HAVE BEEN COMPL].^EI) WITH
1H-3-761 ,  1H-3-7t io ,  l l I -3 -756

AZ
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APPENI)IX # 6

6?- L4 718 SIKoRSKY A/C, S' |RATl 'Ol i t )  ( ;oNN. Dut,rVERl i t )  3 L -Of i -6r{HH-3U

DATIi

0 3-0 2-86

30-05-86

. RIi:MAI}KS

AIRCRAFT ITETURNED TO 302 POSS O1-02_86
A/( ;  HRS .  5772.I

GAINED 76-147I8 FOIT SI 'PPOR'T I . {  T.SSI.ONS

ORGAN I ZA'] ' I  OT' i

302 S0S
LUKIi AFts AZ '

305 ARRS
SANGIJ M I

,I T SOS
DM AF'I ]  

^Z

NADEP
PNCLA [.'],

7L SOS
DM AF'B AZ

7I SOS
I)MAi.'B AZ,

7L SOS
])MAIi'B AZ

08-08-8U ON S'r 'A ' f  rON TCI 'O l I r -3-785

O6_10_BIJ ITEHOVIjD AND RIIPLACI'D 32 TAILCONB T'YLON
I' I ITINGS REAMED TO STD 5/L6

L2-03-90 AUTO HISTORY ESTABL.ISHED A' f  6599.7

15_03_90 MRB 61M1OO3_1339 I .NSTALLED ON RO'fOR HEAI)
AT 6599.7 A/C HOURS.

Lz-Og-gz HELICOPTERS LAST F-LIGHT THIS STATION AT
7394. d uouRs

/ t
I

/
I

t
/

I
I
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APPENDIX # ' I

CI{_3U 67-I ,1722 SIKORSKY A/C, 51'RA'TITORD CONN. DEI, IVI iRI i t )  : } I -07_6tJ

DATE RIiUARKS otr( ;AN I  zn 1 ' l .oN

27-08-68' l 'O' fAL OPERA'I ING'| IME ON HitLrcOr) ' r 'ER 10. 3
HOURS AT TIME Ot.-  DELIVERY SIK0RSKY A/C

1O_09_68 TOTAL OPERATING TIME ON HELICOPTER 12.O 37 ARRS
HOURS AT TIME OF RECEIPT APO 96303

O3-1O-7O A/C IRAN & #11 PHASE INSP. ACCOMPLISHED ' |HAI AM CO LTT)
AT A/C TrME 1102.9 APO 96303

26_11_70 HELICOPTER RECEIVED FROM 3' I  ARRS A/C 31 ARRS
TI} '18 1133.8 CLARK AFts I i  P

11-05_7I ' fHE FOLLOI{ING INFORMATION CONSTITUTES
rN PART t iHE cRRsH REpATRS THA'I  wERE
DONE. REPLACED DOG HOUSE & MANUFACTURED
SKIN & RIBS, REPAIRED AND OR REPI. ,ACED 6200 ABW
FUSELAGE STA. 340_4OO CLARK AFB R P

23_02-72 MRB 61M 676-1062 INSTALLED AT 143T.7 HRS 1600 SPT GP
CLARK AFB R P

01-07-75 A,/C TRANS-4l  RWRWG DET L A/C HRS 2617.0 374 TAW
CLARK AFB R P

05_06_78 NEW PYLON INSTALLED NARF PNCLA

20-06_78 E/C RETURNED TO CLARK AFB RP FROM ACT 374 TAW
. AT 3678.1 HOURS CLARK AFB R P

L2-OB-82 A/C RETURNED TO THIS STATTON FRON OSAN 374 TAW
AFB R.O.K. AT 5077.8 A,/C HOURS CLARK AFB R P

O9-1L-82 SLEEVE AND SPINDLE -INSTALLED AT 5377.0 374 TAW
ACFT HOURS. CLARK AFB R P

2L-O7-83 TATLGEAR BOX SMS 13 INSTALLED ON A/C AT 374 TAW
5779.7 ACFT HOURS CLARK AFB R P

24-01-84 SLEEVE AND SPINDLE REMOVED AT 5981.2 374 TAW
ACFT HOURS. CLARK AFB R P

2O-L2-85 HH-3E 67-0T4722 ARRIVED NARF PNCLA FOR
DMISA NAVAIR 76 26BFTG WITH 6797.9 HRS NARb' PNCLA
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APPENDIX # 7

HH_3E 67-I4722 SII(ORSKY A/C, STRATFORD CONN. DELIVERED 31_07-68

DATE REMARKS ORGANIZATION

29_07-86 PREPARED A/C SHIPMENT IAW 1H-1_39 NARF PNCLA

02-09-86 A,/C ARRIVED THIS STATION ABOARD CsA A/C 31 SOS
FROM ACI 6798.2 HOURS CLARK. AFB R P

30-03-89 SLEEVE AND SPINDLE INSTALLED AT 8140.? 31 SOS
ACFT HOURS. CLARK AFB R P

24-09-89 MRB 61M 743-985 TNSTALLED AT 8386.4 A/C 353 SOMS
HOURS CLARK AF-B R P

06-04-90 MRB 61tt  743-985 CANNED AT 8590.7 HRS 353 SOMS
' INSTALLED ON A,/C 67-14724 CLARK AFB R I ]

07_01-91 ARRIVED FOR OCM EVAL. NADEP.PNCLA

T2_O3-g2 A/C DELIVERED THTS'STATION 7L SOS
DM AFB AZ

13-03-92 AUTOMATED HISTORY ESTABLISHED 7I SOS
DM AFB AZ

10-09-92 HBLCOPTERS LAST F-LIGHT WITH THIS 71 SOS
ourFrr ssl2+..8 HouRS DM AFB Az
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APPENDIX # I ]

HH_38 67_14724 SIKORSKY A/C, STRA'TFORD CONN. DELIVERED 3O-09_68

DATE. REMARKS ORGANIZA'I ' ION

3O-09-68 TOTAL OPERATING TTME ON HELICOP'I 'ER i3.3
HOURS AT TIME OF DELIVERY SIKORSKY A/C

L7-LO_68 HELICOPTER HH-38 67-0L4724 RECEIVED 'THIS 31 ARRS
SQUADRON WITH 15.1 AIRCRAFT HOURS CLARK AI] ts R P

01-11-75 ATRCRAFT TRANSFERRED TO DET 1, 41 RWRWG 374 TAW
WITH 2584.0 HOURS CLARK AFB R P

2L-O4-77 l ' {RH REMOVED AT A/C HOURS 3468.7 374 TAw
CLARK AF'ts R P

22-12-78 AIRCRAFT TRANSFERRED TO NARF PNCLA FOR NARF'
ANLYTICAL CONDITION INSPECTION PNCLA

O5-OL-7g AIRCRAFT RETURNED FROM PDM WITH 3876.9 374 TAW
HOURS CLARK AI-ts R P

L2-O8_82 HELICOPTER ARRIVED THIS STATION FROM 374 TAW
OSAN KOREA APO 96750 CLARK AF'B R P

. 24-04-84 CLASS ONE 'B MOD..  5772.2 HOURS 374 TAW
CLARK AFB R P

20-12-8? ATRCRAFT REFERB. 6395.5 HOURS 374 TAW
CLARK AFB R P

28-04-86 HELICOPTER LEFT THIS STAI ' ION 374 TAW
CLARK AFB R P

2r-os-e6 HELrcoprER ARRTvED THrs srATroN wrrn NAD
6621.6 HOURS PNCLA

30-04-87 HELICOPTER ARRIVED THTS STATION FROM 374 TAW
ACI WITH 6623.8 HOURS CLARK AFB R P

28_L2-87 HELICOPTER REFERB. 6936.9 HOURS 374 TAW
CLARK AFB R P

OI_O5-89 SLEEVE AND SPINDLE INSTALLED AT 7545.L 31 SOS
ACFT HOURS CLARK AFB R P

O2_O1-90 HELTCOPTER REFERB. AT ??83.0 HOURS 353 SOMS
CLARK AFB R P

PAGE 4I



APPENDIX # 8

HH-38 67-I4724 SIKORSKy A/C, STRA'I I . 'ORD CONN. 
.DELIVERED 

30-09-69

DATE REMARKS ORGANIZATION

16-0I-90 TRH O4B-89 INSTALLTJD AT ACFT TIME 7805.1 353 SOI ' {S
ACFT HOURS, CLARK AFB PI

09-02-90 TRB 61RV 4263-4L62 INSTALLED AT 7853.2 353 SOMS
ACFT HOURS. CLARK AFB PI

L2-L2_9O HELICOPTER-DELIVERED THIS STATION
8059.8 ACFT HOURS.

7L SOS
DM AFB AZ

T7-L2-9O DAI ' {PENER INSTALLED ON MRH 4-9-209 AT 7L SOS.
ACFT HRS 8059.8 DM AFB AZ

01_05-91 TSGT DOUG LESHO LAST CREW CHIEF 7L SOS
DM AFB AZ

11-08-91 MRts 61M983-1332 INSTALLED ON ROTOR HEAD 7I SOS
A9209 AT AlC 8184.1 HOURS DM AFB AZ

27-08-92 HELICOPTER LAST FLIGHT WITH THIS 7L SOS
ourFrr B58o.o HoURS bu arg az
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APPENDTX # 9

HH-38 69-05798 SIKORSKY A/C. STRATFORD CONN. DELIVERED 3O_01-70

DATE REMARKS ORGAN IZA'I ' ION

01-04_70 TOTAL OPERATING TIME ON HELICOPTER AT NAV PLANI '  REP
TIME OF DELIVERY 17.0 HOURS SIK STFD FL

02_05-70 AIRCRAT-T ARRIVED THIS STA'TION THIS DA'IE 39 ARRWG DEl '  4
ACFT HRS 42.5 APO 09023

23_03-73 MRH A_Z-L53 INSTALLED AT 860.0 ACFT HRS 39 ARRWG DET 4
APO 09023

1?-12-74 MIIH A-2-L53 REMOVED AT 1311.2 ACF'I '  Hir ,S 39 ARRWG t) l i ' t '  4
APO 09023

16-07-75 AIRCRA}"I '  ' I 'RANSFIIRED 'TO SUF'F'OLK CO APR'I . '  IA2 ARRSQ NYANG
WESTHA},IPTON tsEACH, N Y A1' AIRCRAF'T TIM]J S(;APNY
1493 .  2 l rRS

O7_OL-77 TCTO 1H-3_67I;  DATED O3-01-77 INSPF:CTION 102 ARRSQ NYANG
OtT COUPL.I .NG ASSY MI 'LTIPLE DISC ACITT I IRS SCAPNY

. 1687.3 C/\ l

07-07-77 TCTO 1rr-3-678 DATED 01-p6-77 INSPECTION 102 ARRSQ NyANc
FOR ADEQUATE DRAIN HOLES TN RADAR NAV. SCAPNY
COMPARTMENT FUSELAGE STATION 346.5 TO

79.6 C/W

07-O3-78 TCTO 1II-3-668 INSTALLATION OF IMPROVED 102 ARRSQ NYANG
MAIN GEAR BOX OIL FILTER BOWLS SCAPNY

16-12_80 COMPLYIED WITH CORROSTON PREVENTATIVE OF NARF
UNDER FLOOR WORK SPECIFICATION NO. PNCLA FL
wR/H-3 /80-5

L2-O1-81 SPECIAL ONE TIME INSPECTION AS PER TWX 102 ARRSQ I. I -YANG
- p 1722102 NOV 8O, INSPECTION OF AN-837-4 SCApNy

FTTTING FOR PROPER OTL PASSAGE WAS
ACCOMPLISHED AT 2473.L A,/C HRS

30-07_84 MANUFACTURE & INST PILOT CONSOLE COVER 106 CAMS NYANG
IAW SUGGESTION NGB CA83-239 C/W SCAPNY

17-IO_84 MRB 61MlOO3-1339 INSTALLED ON ROTOR HEAD I06 CAI. , IS NYANG
AT 3641.7 A,/C HOURS SCAPNY

O7-L1-85 MGB A1C364-L24 INSTALLED ON ACFT 106 CAMS NYANG
SCAPNY

a
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APPENDIX # 9

HH_38 69-05798 SIKORSKY A/C, STRATFORD CONN. DELIVERED 3O_OI-70

DATE REMARKS ORGANIZATTON

05-09-86 MRB 6lM1003-1339 REI ' IOVED AT 4073.2 A/C
HOURS

1B-05-87 TRB 61VR48L4-4715 INSTALLED ON ACT.- ' f  AT
4242.9 HOURS

22-06-87 A/C HH-38 69-05798 ARRIVED THIS STATION
FOR DMISA NAVAIR 86 O38FTG WITH 4259.3
ACFT HRS ACI WR/H-3/3/7/L WAS OOI.{PLETED
18-1 1-87

106 CAMS NYANG
SCAPNY

106 CAMS NYANG
SCAPNY

NADEP
PNCLA F'L

7I SOS
DM AFB AZ

7I SOS
DM AFts AZ

71 S0S
DM AI'B AZ

7L SOS
DI'l A}-B AZ

7I SOS
DM A}-B AZ

7t sos
DM AF'B 4Z

0 6-0 6-.90

0?-09-90

o7-09-91

2L-OL-92

t9-o4-92

L2-O9-92

ACFT RECEIVED THIS STATION AT 4852.I  A/C
HOURS

AUTOMATED HISTORY ES'TABLISHED

REMOVED SL.L'EVE AND SPINDLE ASSY ON MRH
sN A2125 AC.HRS 5192.6

INSTALLF]D SLEEVE AND SPINDLE SN F_1468
BLACK POSITION AT 5353.8 HRS.

MRB 61M1003-1339 REMoVED AT 5416.9 A/C
HOURS

HBLICOPTERS LAST FLIGHT WITH THIS UNIT
AT 5495.9 HOURS
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AtsWG
A/C
ACI
ACI,/
AGE
AFB
AFRES
AGS
AIR TIME
AL
AK
AMARC
ANG
ANGB
APO
ARG
ARRG
ARRS
ARS
ATTW
AZ
CA
CAMS
C/C
ccTw
CIT-3B
cH-3C
CH_3E
CMS
co
COMP WG
CRS
c/w
DATE
DEL.
DIR
DI{I6A NAVAIR 76 26BFTG
DM AFB AZ
FL
FLD
FMS
FPO
GA
HH-3E
IAW
IN
INSP
IRAN
LBS
LOCATION

GLOSSAITY OF TERMS

AIR BASE WING
AIRCAF'T
ANLYTTCAL CONDI' I ' ION INSPECTION

NUMBER O}'  YEARS ON A/C AT LAST READING
AIR FORCE BASE
AIR FORCE RESERVES

NUMBER OF TOI 'AL FLYING HOURS ON AIRCRAF'f
ALABAMA
ALASKA
A/C MAINTENANCE AND REGENERA'I ION CF]NI 'ER
AIR NATIONAL GUARD
AIR NATIONAL GUARD BASE

AIR RESCUE GROUP
AEROSPACE RESCUE AND RECOVERY GROUP
AEROSPACE RESCUE AND RECOVERY SQUADRON
AIR RESCUE SQUADRON

ARIZONA
CALIFORNIA

CREW CHIEF

. CARGO HELICOPTER-3 MODEL
,. CARGO HELICOPTER-3 MODET

CARGO HETICOPTER-3 MODEL

COMPANY
COMPOSITE WING

COMPLYED WITH
O2-L5-91 MONTH_DAY-YEAR
DELIVERY
DIRECTOR

DAVIS-MONTHAN AIR FORCE BASE ARIZONIA
FLORIDA
FTELD
FTELD MAINTENANCE SQUADRON

GEORGTA
CARGO HELTCOPTER_3 UODEL
Iry ACCORDANCE WrTH
INCH
TNSPECTION

POUNDS
BASES WHERE THE HELICOPTER WAS STATIONED
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS

L'TD LIMI 'TED
I.,{AG
MAT MATNTENANCE
I.IAT MATERIAL
MASS
MD MARYLAND
MDS MODEL DESIGN SERIES
MGT MANAGEMENT
MI MICHIGAN
MSGT MASTER SARGENT
NARF-
PNCLA NAVAL AIR REWORK FACILTTY NAS PENSICOLA FL
NAS NAVAL AIR STATTON
NAVAVNDEPOT PNCLA NAVAL AVIATION DEPOT PENSICOLA FL
NAV PLANT REP SIK STF'D
NGB NATIONAL GUARD BUREAU
NM NEW MEXICO
NY .NEW YORK
NYANG NEW YORK AIR NATIONAL GUARD
OCM
OMRON
OR OREGON
PI PHILIPINES
PIA PORTLAND INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

' PRANGED CRASHED
R P REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPINES
RWRW RESCUE&WEATHERRECONNAISSANCEWING
scApNy ' suFFoLK couNTy ArRpoRT NEw yoRK
SANGB , SELFRIDGE AIR NATIONAL GUARD BASE
S.E.A. SOUTH EAST ASIA
SERTAL # AIRCRAFT SERIAL NUMBER (TAIL NUMBER)
SOMS
S.O.G. SPECIAL OPERATIONS GROUP
S.O.S. SPECIAL OPERATIONS SQUADRON
S.O.WG . SPECIAL OPERATIONS WING
SPOP WG
SRW
STD STANDARD
TASS
TAW TACTICAL AIRLIFT WING
TAWC TACTICAL AIR WARFARE CENTER
TDG TACTICAL DRONE GROUP 07-76 TO
TDS TACTICAL DRONE SQUADRON
TES TEST EVALUATION SERVICE
USAF UNITED STATES AIR FORCE
UT UTATI
WG WING
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CH-38

CH_38

CH-3E

CH-38

CH-38

CH-38

CH-38

CH-38

CH-3E

CH-38

CH_3E

CH-3E

CH-38

CH-38

CH_38

CH-38

CH-3E

CH-38

CH-3E

CH_38

CH-38

HH-38

HH-38

HH-3E

CH-3 &

62-t257 7

62-L257 I

62-L2582

6 3-096 78

63-0968 1

6 3-0968 2

63-09685

63-09689

64-L4227

64-1 4229

64-1 423L

64-L4236

64-L4237

65-15691

u:- t  56 e4

66-1 3288

66-1 3289

66-1 2s94

66-1 3295

67-L4702

67 -L47 2L

64-L4233

65-12778

65-1 27 7 I

HELICOPTERS THAT WERE DESTROYL:D OR ARE MISSING

o6- 1 0-69

1 7-0 1-69
,/

30- 1 2-67

1 3-08-70

20-o2-69

06-1 1-65

2 3 -O6-67

26-0 6-69

2 ?-06-69

0 3-O2-6 9

o3-o3-68

23-O 5-68

1 5:O1-69

NO DATE

20-LO-66

o6-o2-6 7
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CH_3 & HH-3 HELTCOPTERS THAT WERE DESTROYED OR ARE MISSING

HH-38 65-12782 S.E.A. 05-r0-68

HH-3E 65-12785 S.E.A. 11-11-70 SON TAY PRISON

- HH-3E 65-12786 ?

HH-38 66-13278 ?

HH-38 66-13279 S.E.A. O9-11-67

HH-38 66-13280 3rd ARRG, 37 ARRS DA NANG VIETNAM S.E.A. 15-04-70

HH-38 66-13281 S.E.A. 24-r0-69

HH-38 66-13282 S.E.A. 20-10-68

HH-3E 66-13283 S.E.A. 27-OB-6?

HH-38 66-13287 ?

HH-3E 67-L47LO S.E.A. 06-06-68

i . : '
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H-3 LOSSES TAIL # NOT KNOWN

1980 1550 CCTW KII I ' |LAND AFB NM ROLLED DOWN HILt

1986 129 ARRS NAS MOF'FETT FIELD CA LOST POt. iER I{ARD LANDING NEAR
MONMOTH CA

I29 ARRS NAS MOIII ; 'ETT T. ' IEI,D (;A CRASHIJD ON RAN(;U GIiORGIi  AI i ts
CA
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UNITS

l st  I I I i t , . t  SQ

lst Ol. tS

1 SOS

1 SOWG

3 ARRG

3 ARRGw DET 14

11 CAMS

11 TDS

L7 SOS

20 HELI SQ

20 HELI SQ

20 SOS

21 HELI SQ

21'SOS

'21 COMP'WG

22 TDS

31, ARRS

33 ARRS

37 ARRS

37 ARRS

38 ARS

38 ARRS

38 ARRS

38 ARRS

wlIO ARl i  FTYING OR HAVE I . 'LOWN CH/HH-3 HELICOPTITIRS

nNDtiliws A[,'ts l,{I)

FORBES FIELD AFB KAN

CLARKAFBRP 
- 

APO96274

HURLBERT FIELD FL

TAN SON NHUT VIETNAM

APO 9r i307

McCELLAN AF'B CA

DAVIS-MONTHAN AFB AZ

KADENA AFB OKINAWA APO 96239

TAN SON NHUT VIETNAM

UDORN ROYAL THAI AF'B THIALAND APO 96237

UDORN ROYAL THAI AFB THIALAND APO 96237

NAKHON PHANOM ROYAL THAI AFB THAILAND APO 96310

NAKHOJ.I PHANOM ROYAL THAI AFB THAILAND APO 96310

APO 98742

DAVIS-MONTHAN AFB AZ

CLARK AFB R P

OSAN KOREA

DA NANG VIETNAU

UDORN ROYAL THAI AFB THAILAND

NAKHON PHANOM ROYAL THAI AFB THAILAND

NAKIION PHANOM ROYAL THAI AFB THAILAND

TAN SON NHUT VIETNAM

KADENE AFB OKINAWA

APO 96274

APO 96570

APO 96337

APO 96237

APO 96310

APO 96310

APO

APO 96239
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UNI' I 'S WHO ARL' FLYTNG OR HAVE FLOWN CH/HH-3 HELICOP'TERS

39 AII ,RS ' fUY HOA VIETNAM APO

39 ARRWG DET 2 APO O9O2O

39 ARRWG DET 6 LORING AFB MAINE O475O

39 ARRWG DET 14 APO 09023

39 ARRh,c DET 14 b'PO NY 09571

39 ARRW DET 15 PATRICK AFB FL

40 ARRS DET 1 NAKHON PHANOM ROYAI,  'THAT AFB THAILAND APO 96310

40 ARRS DET 5 TACTICAL ATR WARb'ARE CENTER EGLIN AFB T. 'L

41 ARRS PATRICK AFB FL

4L ARRW HQ McCELLAN AFB CA PACAF

4I RWRWG DET 1 TYNDALL AFB FL

APO 965704\ RWRW DET 13 OSAN KOREA

47 RWRW DET 15 PATRICK AFB FL

5I.  ABWG OSAN KOREA APO 96570

51 COMP KADENA AFB OKINAWA APO 96570

54 ARRSQ DET 2 LORING AFR ME 04750

56 ACW NAKHON PHANOM ROYAL THAI AFB THAILAND APO 96310

56 ARRS KELAVIK ICELAND APO 09673-2055

56 SPOP WG NAKHON PHANO}I ROYAL THAI AFB THAILAND APO 96310

s?.ARRS T{HEELUS FIELD LTBYA

58 ARRS EGLIN AFB FL

67 ARRS RAF WOODBRIDGE ENGLAND

67 ARRS DET L4 KELAVIK ICELAND FPO NY 09571-2055

7L ARRS ELMONDORF AFB AK

7L SOS DAVIS-MONTHAN AFB AZ

PAGE 5I



{l[,.'

UNITS WHO ARE FLYING OR HAVE FLOI{N CHIHH_3 HELICOPTERS

89 MAG ANDREI^IS A}-B MD

1OO SRW DAVIS-MONTHAN AFts AZ

1OO SRW DET 10 DA NANG VTETNAM APO 96377

1OO SRW OL RC OSAN KOREA APO 96570

LOz ARRSQ SUFFOLK ANGB NY

106 ARG SUFFOLK ANGB NY

106 CAMS SUFFOLK ANGB NY

I29 ARRS HOWARD ANGB CA

129 ARG NAS MOFFETT FIELD CA

301 ARRS HOMESTEAD AFB FL

3O2 SOS LUKE AF-B AZ

304 ARRS PORTLAND IAP OR

, 305 ARRS SELFRIDGE ANGB MI

310 ARRS HOMEETEAD AFB FL

34T SMW- MALSTROM AFB MT (SAC)

343 CRS ELMONDORF AFB. ALASI(A

343 T}-W ELI.{ONDORF AIi'B ALASKA

355 TFW DAVIS-MONTHAN AFB AZ

374 TAW CLARK AFB R P APO 96274

405 FW CLARK AFB R P APO 962'14

432 TDG DAVTS-MONTHAN A}-B AZ

432 AGS DAVIS-MONTHAN AFB AZ

551 EI{CW OT]S A} 'B MA
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UN ITS

616 CAMS

703 SOS

703 TASS

939 ARRG

939 CAMS

13 ?Oth or.{RoN

1370th oMS

1550 ATTW

1550 ATTWG

1550 CCTW

1550 FMS

3750 CMS

4080 sw

4507 CAUS

4950 TW'

6510 TES WG

6514 TES WG

6515 oMS

6594 TEST GP

ALL AMER ENGR

AFMDC

BARRC

rRAN

WHO ARIT T'LYING OR HAV$ ITf,OWN ctTlHII-3 I{ I iL]( ;OJ] ' I ' I 'RS

ELMONDORF AFB AI(

SHAW AFB SC

SHAW AFB SC

PORTLAND IAP OR

PORTLAND IAP OR

TURNER AFB ALBANY

TURNER AFB ALBANY

HILL AFts UT

KIRTLAND AFB NM

KIRTLAND AFB NM

KIRTLAND AFB NM

SHEPPARD AFB TX

DM AFB AZ'

SHAW., AFB SC

WRIGHT-PATTERSON AFB OH

EDWARDS AFB CA

HTLL AFB UT

EDWARDS AFB CA

HICKMAN AFB HA

HOLLOMAN AFB NM

PATRTCK AFB FL

THAI-AM CO. LTD. LAS DON I. IUANG
BANGKOK THAILANI)

GA

GA
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UNITS WHO ARE FLYING OR HAVE FLOWN CHIHH-3 HELICOPTERS

LOCKIIEED A,/C APO 96303
SER CO

LAS CO ONTARIO CA

MCI4X ( AFLC )

OGDEN ALC HILL AFB UT

o&R

S. M. S.

USAAVNTTC FT RUCKER AL

WARNER ROBINS ALC ROBINS AI-B GA

WC 2 NADEP NAS CHERRY POINT N C

WC 6 NADEP NAS PENSICOLA FL

SIKORSKY ACFT

INSTRUI4ENTS INC. 120 MARCUS BLVD DEER PARK NY LL723

t I
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HOW THE "GREEN HORNETS" OF THE 2OTH SPECIAL OPERATIONS SOUADRON FLEW

,*,Mtup.""

G0UERIIY I0 GAI'lB0llll

11: Hri cl , \ [vA accords ol '  1954 forbadc thc US and i ts SEATO
l.  a l l ies to srat ion forces in Laos. and the 196l  Geneva

accorcls rcafi i rmed the US obscrvance of Laos' and Cam_
bodia's ncutral i tv. How,evcr. contl ict rvi thin Laos brouqht a
marked US response - confinine the grorving 

-,rueri l l ;warinsidc South Vietnam's bordcrs proved ro be an impossible
task wi thout conduct ins operat ions rv i th in ncutral  icgions.
Ot icn.  these act iv i t ics erupted into major combat aJt ions
which provcd di l l lcult  ro supprcss t ioni rr watchine world.
Evcntual lv.  Presidcnt Nixon ."vould admit  that  the US was. in
f zrct.  oondr,rct ing warlare outside of Vietnam in response to the
incrcased communist use ol Laos and Cambodia lor bascs and
supply l ines into South Vietnam.

As early as 195{J, the South Vietnirmese governmenr
mountcd unconvcntional warf 'arc foravs asainst thc com_
munist:;  as a countcrmeasure. In 1960. tn*e CtA reccived
authorisation to operate in Laos to strengthen Laotian lbrces,
but these cfTorts'"vcrc larqclv unsuccessful and loter that vear.
membe rs of thc Spccial Forccs cntcrcd Laos. The CIA reccivcd
I 'ur thcr permission in 196 I  to assist  the South Vietnamcse in
conducting covert operations in North Vietnam and Laos _
and the South Vietnamesc government added Cambodia to
thesc arran_senrents. fbr *sood measure. Also that vear. thc US
Air Force cstabl ishcd severt l  bases in norrhern ihai land. in
con. junct ion rv i th SEATO cxcrciscs dcsisncd to display a show
of fbrce in thc re_sion. Sixteen Sikorskv H-34 hel icoprers were

The Vietnam war continues to provide aviation
historians with a variety of highly interesting
accounts of the many units that operated covertly
throughout the conflict. Noteworthy among them
was the 20th Special Operations Sguadron (SOS),
also known as the "Green Hornets". which had
the distinction of being the only combat helicopter
squadron in the US Air Force- Officially released
versions of the Green Hornets' history claim that
the unit engaged in classified psychotogicat
warfare (psywar) operations. Relying upon
available references and the personal accounts of
participants, Wayne Mutza shows that this was
not guite the truth. ln reality, the 2oth SOS served
mainly as the exclusive air arm of Special Forces
(SF, "Green Berets") units that conducted
surreptitious operations inside the borders of
nations declared off limits by virtue of neutrality.
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among thc materials dcl ivered to these bases. lor on*ard
distr ibution to Laotian forccs to hclp prcvcnt communist
dominat ion.

In February 1964. Mil i tarv Assistancc Command
Victnam (MACV) in i t iatcd i ts Studics and Obscrvar ions
Group (better known as Special Operations Group or SOG t rtr
handlc thc broad mission of clandestinc opcrations in rh..
denied arcas of Laos :rnd Cambodia - and a few months latcr.
such missions into Laos gained President Johnson's appror al .
The stage was thus set for what would become a vast secrcr
nctwork of highly trained teams whrch pcnctrated Lrtrs.
Cambodia (af ter  ear ly 1970).  and even North Vietnam. These
pro3ects. undertaken by SF under the lV{ACV-SOG umbrej lrr.
wcrc primari ly for reconnaissance. but also includcd pO\\ '
rescue, downed aircrew recover). assassinutions. bomLr
damage assessment (BDA). prisoner snatches, sabotase
and tapping enemy communications. Missions wcrc otr! .n
launched t iom FOBs (Forward Operating Bases) in Viernant
and US air bases in Thailand.

Air support lor SOG operations init ial ly took the fbrm trt '
VNAF H-34s. US Army UH-ls and USAF f ixed-wins
aircraf l .  Air transport in Laos was accomplished by civi l ian
contract, mainly the CIA air arm known as Air Amcrica. Latcr
in the war. USAF hel icopters regularly l lew missions in Larrs
to augment Air America and the often inadequate hci icoprer
forces of thc Laotian 

-qovcrnment. 
In most SOG opcrlt ions.

(^Heuding photo) A Bell UH-lF of the 20th Special Operutions
Squadron near Tan Son Nhut Air Base, r'ietnum, in Septemher 1958.

(Belox') Another 1968 photo ofa )1rh SOS UH-1F.



ThisBellUH.1P(65.7935)hasa'univer'salmtlunt.fori tst.abingunhuty, i thoutthedustshielt ]ontheouter./ .ace.TheSagamimountis
.[orwardendo[theuniversalmount.Th(boontnlarkingi icludesaMexicant: lnructcr, 's\ 'ol I i |1g' ' t t ," i , i , . i , i | . i i iotoviaBobChcoi|eth.)

hel icopters proved superior 1o f ixed-wing transports, pushing aircraft inventory \^,e re a n umber of new Bell  UH- I F ..H uey'.
the 

-transport 
hel icopter to the forefront in the special ai i  hel icopters which performed a variety of missions in Thailand

warfare scenario'  and Laos, including civi l  act ion and support of the Thai Army
and Border Patrol pol ice. Some cargo swappine and a few

Organisation and background extra marks on the map enabled t ie hel i toptlrs ro rradc
The Air Force had recognised the hel icopter 's \vorth durin-q missions with Air America - crews in civi l ian clothin-s ofrcn
the ' f i f t ies'  when i t  formed a transport hel icopter force. f lying "steri le" missions into Laos. Thc US, convincJd that
Disbanded in 1956 when dcemed unnecessary. this forcc gave rdpoirc and some radar tracks of unidenti f ied aircraft over
rvay.to hel icopter air l i f t  providcd by ground forces. Ir  wasn't  Thai land indicated the presencc of North Vicrnamcsc rn-
unti l  1962 that the Air Force again displayed an incl ination truders. beeled up i ts night intercepr capabil i t ies. using 606th
towards possessing an autonomous transport hel icopter hel icopters as trainin-s ir-scts. While in Thailand. thi Hucy
capabil i ty. This rccommcndation, based on thc worscning pi lots heard reports 

*of 
c6mmunist hcl icoptcrs resupplvinu

situation in vietnam, stemmed from the fornr.at ion of a iroops in northern Thailand ar ni-cht wi ihout l ighis. bne
counter- insurgency (COIN) force trained specif ical ly for ni-eht cxuberant Huey pi lot w,anted to intercept them and then to f ly
penetrat ions and supportofSF and fr iendl l ' -sueri l lasin South alongsidc and shoot them down or f fy abovc thcnr and drop
East Asia. Designated the 4400th Combat Crew Training chains into their rotors!
Squadron (CCTS). and nicknamed "Junglc Jim", thc unit  wai When the US governmcnt decided that the Thais should
replaced by the Special Air Warfarc Ccnter (SAWC) in Apri l  handle their own sccurity duties. the 606th Hueys wcrc
1962. which became respon_sible for training the "Air Com- transferred to Viernam in June 1967. where tt ' . . ,  lnin"a rn"
mandos"'  The SAWC yiclded the 606th Air Commando Sikorsky CH-3Cs. dubbed "Big Charl ier",  oi- the 20th
Squadron (ACS)' which was sent to Nakhon Phanom (NKP) Hcl icopier Squadron ar Tan Son Nhut Air Basc. Establ ishcd
Air  Base in Thai land in 1966. This was a composi te uni t  on8Oirober lg65,the20rhHel icopterSquadronusedl4CH-
designed to augment and train the Thais in COIN activi t ies, 3Cs for art i l lery support,  medevat and recoverv of dou,ned
although l i t t le training was actual ly done. Among the unit 's l ight aircraft.  Two of thcse aircraft were nroved to NKp rn
tBelov' lcf | )A|969photoatBi t thThuyshottsthcer|ensiyel t ' ' rev ' t l
haggagec9.1tp!r]n:.e] l ! .The. 'GreenHtiner' . i t t |hi 'sL'ascisbtick' '

UH-lP'935shouingthcXM-l56urt ivcrsal  ntourt tu i rh14AlAhonthickundM60nror:hincgurotr the-sx. ing-oursigutni  ntount. '  
' '
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I  r r l r l i : r r  1 l ' . ) ( r ( r .  i , r ,herc l i ;c i  l i r r ined l i ' re "Prt i - ry E;<pr-css"
,  i  i  l  : i r : l ;  i  r  r r l  r  L crrr  r r l  ucl t lL l  covci  t  r r r iss ic i :s i l r  . l -aos atrd - l - i rar l t rnd.

l i l  . t runc.  ihc 2() ih t , ; :ansielrcd Lo | . lha' [ ' ranu. whci 'c i ts r -61e in
rr i . rconvcnlror l r t l  \ ,v : I i ' f iu 'c 

-qi t i l . rc( l  
r romcniui t i  tL l i .cr  I  br ie l '

t ia i i - t iuu pci i r t t l  u i tc l  l ink-Lrp \ i / ; ih S[r .  n)ossiblV thc rcasoir
i tc l t incl  ihc { . .1 [J- i  nrovc io Vir , ' t i ta; t r  was l l r : i l  ihc,Ai i -F-orcc
t 'o i r t r ibui , : , .1 uol l t i ; tg l ; td thr  , , \ t ' t r r ;  i i tc ic i i ) t  r .  \ \ l l i t i f / -1 i l i r ( l
cx1rccict l  ' r r ;  htr , , ,c lL i i  i i tc  e i , l t i lablc l . l l l - is .

, \ lso l r ; r . : : r tcr l  : r i  Nl l r ' t i -nut ; . ' \ .v i ls  i l )o pl t - r : l t l  r r r r i l .  t i r r  l41lr  Air
( 'onr l t i t ; t t lo \Ving. which rr() l1 lp1- isL:( l  l2 spcci l r i  t t l tcrat ions
. . l r iu i tL i rons. oi  vr ih jc-h () i l ly  i i tc  l ( ) i l t  usccl  I rc l i r :o111cis.  I i t r  [ - i
: ; i ic t . lg i I t  \ ,v i )s l ] r ( ] t iEhi  Lt i l  l ( )  i i :  l r i l r : t -a i i  in. lLrrrc l ! )67 ui td a
se clrc l r i  r> l  l l - rc rrni l  l . i , : rs r i t - , - 's i l r i r l isha( l  a1 [ l r ]or  r r  ,Ai i  ! :J.rsc in
' l l i i t i lar tL l  i i rV! ; rv i r ) i r l lwi t l r : ;cr ic i l i l  l l i i :s i ioruthc,r : r re,r i rut i l
: i ( . ) ( l l l  Addr ' ( i .

l ij.!or.) 'l lte j{oniiut i\;rtro.rt! ()pt'xiiiitq Bd,\e l },'{)lt) in lt!trrth lg(t,\.
'l'ht.g wa:; u ilrittttrl, luLnt'ltittS4 hu.st, lot, ,.'i1tt,r:ittl !"ttrtt,.s lcuint ijttrLrtinN
lr/o Lcot enrl ('rutthtxlut. i '|tt nint' lJuct,,s vi,sihle wcrt liont tlte lSgth
.,i,' iC, o;.t rototronal dilt.v lo ts,ti.ti t'rrt,t,s-horrler op<'tiltion. (photo Bth

lJ t<'inltrunn. )
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DuringamaintenanceoverhauI,the{J!-I.]Fseria!63-t3163'wasrepaintedinthcUS.4F,ss'tandart!SEAt:umoufagcschenr,butwithtlleal'jltl
green omitted. It is seen here at Cam Ranh Bay in 197 | - camltu'e with rhe regular three-tone schetne .ihowtt below. ( photo Tont f.!un.rt,*. i
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( Ahove ) One of the "Green Hornet " U H- I P.s in Februarv 197 I with the
GAU-2B|A miniguns and ldter stvle bomb racks. (Photo Jim Ball.)
(Belorr) One of the originul 20th SOS pilots, Maj Tom Garcia (lower
leJ't ) with u tvpical SOG team (four indigenous Vietnamese and tv,o US
personnel) ulongside a "slick" UH-lF. Rope ladders and bodt armour
plates are visible on the cabinfoor, ond the in|antr!--t.vpe NI60sfastened
in the doorwalt have melal rods attached to the barrels lo prevent Ihem

beingfred into the aircra,ft. ( Photo Tom Garcia.l

( Beknv ) A Bell U H- I P with transmission cov'ling remoted, shov'ing a
set,en-shot LAU-591A rocket pod su.spended on an XM-156 mount.
Burely'visible is the 0'30-in (7,62-mm) mini-.gtut.ttot,ed in the cabin.

( Photo Boh Chcnox t 't l t. )

Throughout i ts l i fet ime in SEA. the 20th SOS was frequentl l
segmented into detachments which operated from locations
such as Kontum and Ban NIe Thuot. thereby making i t
di l l icult  to ascertain exact dates that aircraft operated from
certain areas. For somc t ime, the Hucy section of the l0th was
cal led "E Fl ight" .  On I  August 1968. thc 20th Hel icoptcr
Squadron was reni lmed the 20th Special Operations
Squaclron. concurrent wi th the l4th ACW redesignat ion to
l4th Special Operations Wing (SOW). The l()th was relocared
to Tuy Hoa AB on 5 September 1969 rvhi le the l4rh SO\! '
movcd to Phan Rang AB. In Septcmber 1970 thc "Green
Hornets" made a f inal move. this t imc to Cam Ranh Ba1'.
where the uni t  remained unt i l  de-act ivat ion in March 1972.

Some of the pi lots who were tasked for duty with thc 606th
ACS at NKP. Thailand, lor six months. volunreered to go with
the unit to Vietnam. The original six ol these were sent to Nha
Trang in spring 1966. while vacancies were f i l le.d with Thai-
based CH-l pi lots whose lack of Huey expe-riencc somctinrcs
compromised high r isk rnissions. The UH-l pi lots were hi,ehl l '
experienced. havin-e f lown UH-1Fs at missi le bases in the US.
Thc 20th SOS lost i ts f i rst pi lot KIA (ki l led in acrion) in thc
f irst few weeks of operations, on 3l March 1967.

In December 1967, a second Sikorskt '  uni t ,  the 2lst
Helicopter Squadron, usin_e the improved CH-lE. sct up shop
at NKP, t iom where i t  placed seismic sensors. conducted
roadwatch inf i l t rat ions, and later launched team insert ions tbr
MACV-SOG. In the summer of 1969, the "Pony Express"
CH-3s were absorbed into the 2lst .  whi le the UH-ls assigned
to thc unit joined thc others with the 20th in Vietnrm.

Missions of the 20th SOS
Aftcr the f irst hel icopter inf i l t rat ion in May 1965. SOC rapidh
expanded i ts arca ofoperations during 1966 and'67 - so far.
in fact, that the reconnaissance teams soon could no longer use
their maps showing borders del iberately posrt ioned farther
west. By 1967. nearly 300 patrols had been launched into Laos.
as well  as more than 80 larger forces to "exploit" targets
uncovered by the reconnaissance teams. Early that year.
MACV overrode the US government pol icl  of not violat ine
Cambodia's neutral i ty and began missions across i ts border,
Intel l igence gathering "across the f 'ence" remained of
paramount lmportance and soon became stanclard procedure.

Init ial ly. the "Green Hornets" hel icopters were pressed into
service, along with VNAF H-34s of the l lgth Helicopter
Squadron and Army UH- I s. as troop carr iers and gunships lor
reconnaissance teams. The 20th SOS quickly adapted to i ts
new COIN r6le and soon became the preftrred support unit
for SF operations across the borders. Rapport between thc
two was keen. mainly because of the high r isk of operations.
which required precision teamwork and speed. During the
greater part of i ts career, the special i ty and primary mission of
the 20th SOS was inf i l t rat ion and exfi l trat ion of SF reams in an
operational area in Laos known as "Prair ie Fire", which
covered the vast Ho Chi Minh Trai l  network. Missions into
Cambodia were cal led "Daniel Boone". Al l  personnel in-
volved in missions functioned "steri le", meaning that gear.
weapons, clothing and even the hel icopters. in the cvcnt of
capture, could not be l inked to US origins, lest an international
incident were created with evidence of warfare being con-
ducted beyond neutral boundaries. "Black" became a byword.
used in reference to mission detai ls; "black" missions were
supported by unmarked aircraft cal led ' .Blackbirds". etc.
Although Washington tacit ly approved, the mounting of such
missions was publicly denied by the US and South Vietnamese
governments. To this day, the di lemma of pOW/MIAs in Laos
remains a sensit ive issue.

The first SOG teams in Laos quickly wore thin the element
of surprise. As missions escalated in number and strength, the
teams often became the prey in deadly manhunts. Missions
were assigned by MACV-SOG and usually were flown by four
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TheUH-1PshownincIose-upa|the.[ootof IheoppoSitepagci . thercseenrer 'e i l , i t tg. [ur thera| ten| io i / rontagroundcreu,man.Tl te
ntini-gun and dual LtHFIVHF antenna are all v,i.siblc. ( Photo via Bob Chenowetlt.)

gunships. a command aircraft.  a rescue aircraft and the patrol.  they had an apti tude for attract ing trouble and the
reconnaissance team transport.  Later. smaller f f ights of lour extract ion of len became a big production. Once the team was

Itubituullt'ntuirttained under open skics. ( Photo ria Boh Chcnowcth.)

UH-ls werc used. and these alu'avs worked in pairs to cover
one another. On an intel l igence mission. the idea was to inscrt
the team as unobtrusively as possible, have thcm do the work
and get out again in one piece. Init iat ing. encouraging. or in
an)r way provoking contact with the encmy was a bad idea,
since the odds heai, i ly favoured the enemy. Gctt in-e thc tearns
in was relal ively easl ' ,  as there \4'as t ime lor careful plannin-e
and aerial reconnaissance of the LZ ( landing zonc). Usually
consist ing of two Americans and four indigcnous troops. thc
teams spent a maximum of f ive da1's in the jungle. While on

"in", i t  was standard procedure for the same hel icopters to
stand by at the nearest base for the extracrion. An FAC
(Forward Air Control ler) usually workcd thc mission and.
i f  necessary, could muster up hcavy air support to covcr a
pick-up.

"Green Hornets" f few in loose formation, with the gunships
providing cover. To mask an insert ion, thcy touched down in
several locations. wit l i  onl;- one aircraft deposit ing a team.
Another technique was to have a f l ight in trai l  formation ffying
low ovcr thc LZ - the lead Huey thcn droppcd dou'n to

rASa z I



( lc l i ( )s i i l l t r ' l r ' l t t t t r t l t t l r ' l l t r 'o l l ) r ' l : i l l \ ' \ \s lo\  l ) 'o\rr , r ' l r r . r t l .Z\s{ l tcy
p; l r isc( |  . l i t r ' i t tsr ' t l ton:r i l rnr l l  l r l l r ' t l  l r r  tc io l t r  l i rc l loccssiOn zt I
l l rc r ' . r r r ' .  g ivrrr l  I l r r  i r r r ; . rcssi , r r r  l l rut  thc I i ighl  haci  l tot  t r t r tcred i ls

l l i r t t ( : r 'n.  Sr:crccy wini  r ) ( ) l  csscnt ia l  or :  wi thclr-awals,  so the
gllrrslril):i ot[]ilo(i tlrc l,L l-L'] irttract and suppl'ess cnclry fire .
Rar.cly was .t'r L'1, ltrrge cnough fbr thc helicoptcr to ltrnd ibr
ih, .  ^ ; , . ,  

, ,^  - l -L^ - i r^-- , . r ; ' ,^  ^. . .  -  l  .1 : .  i  I
ihc nrcK-un. l l  f tc  i l l te i l t i l i tvr  secono cl l ( ) :uc nr( 'Ul()( l  wl ls t { l

hover betwcen l0 anci tr5 { i  (3-4,6 rn) and drop lope la<lders.
T,be -,:rcl-hod -mrx.t ojlc.n i.reelj i,41,5,11si *c ",\dr'{":*.,i'u R,:E",

which al lowed ihc hetrcop{er to pluck thc incr.r out ol- l l rc
jungle. I t  consistccl t l l -  t l iplc ropcs, cach with t lupez,c wrrsl
locks, or faslcned to thc soidicr 's "Stah,o FIerrncss". '1' l ' re iroops
dangled !20 l i  (37 rn) bctrow thc aircraft,  Lheir l .rarrcls l l -ee lbr '
f i r ing weapons. l . i ight infr l i i 'at ion and pick-t ip missions 'uvcrc
extremely dangerous and irerronnecl only i i t  crner-gcncics,
when possiblc aiclecl by flar-eshirrs.

High dranra lvas often prevalent during the "Creen Hor-

,T:IJ" j-",1.T.'-. r,r gPA, Tlt. n,"lils l,lhsL"ll i* ths ?gih SgEsil"ws
was typi f ied by thr :  l r r : l iorrs ol '  ls{  l . l  . l r t t t tc: i  I '  l r l r ' t t r i t r r r  orr  . l ( r

Novembcr i965.,  u, l rcrr  l t r '  t ts t  t t t ' ,1 i t  i1 ' \ ! ' r l  r l t . r r r  l r ' r t t t r  t t t r i i t  r

wit lrering cncnry f irc. Onc gunshrp was shot down irr thc nrOice
and Fleming was awarded the Meda! of Honor. The next day
his wingrnan was shot down, but Fieni ing and his crew r:cscucd
tl-rc occupants, cal'r-rii'lg him ti-rc Air F'orce Cross. Flcrnine hacl
f lown his conrbatr ciLratr i i icat ion check nde oniy l2 dirys beiorc
tl"rc i-nissior-r.

On 2 Apr i i  i968, Sf '  MSGT Roy Bcnaviclcz jumpcd aboarcl
a "G!'ecn Hornet" Flucy preparirrg to clepart orr I  Inissirtn to
nc$urRi jr rud(/rrrrzrfsszrrrce dcdrir priunctl tJrlwrt llc:ri' il.oc i\inh.
Thc f irst l lucy was sbot dowrr attcr.r.rpt ing t i .re pick-up and
anothcr was sriccesslul hirt  no1 befci 'c a pi lol  ancl co-pi lot vrerc
killcd. Bcnaviclcz, i,vho w:ts scvcrcly rvour-rdcd, was awardecl
thc Meclal of XIouor- l 'or his act ions. L)Lrr ing a n.r ission orr l9
Fcbruary 1968, a UH-1F \,vas shot down zrt ' remp'r ing a team
rescuc. SF- SSCT Frcd V/ Zabitosky, though badly wounded.
rcscued thc co-pi lot,  carning hirn ihc N{edal ofFlonor. Bccirusc
of thc very natune otr^i ts cxploits, t l re 201h SOS los'r l9 T-trueys in

$F,4; ; I ill ihsm .,hgi {]{}vvn, Ons wes ]osl nsr$ sI Nha Tiang
rv l rcn i t  r ,vrs l r i l  i r r  11igtrr1 t ry r t  i ( )5-nr ln lound. Fr ivc aboard werc
l , i l lc t i .  r ' t 'p,r l tct l lv  i r r t ' l r t , l i r r ,g t l t r : : ;c; tut<lrotr  cr>tnm:lnder r tnd a
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(Abova) A I9B2 illustrarktn o./ a UH-lN oJ the 20th SOS ut flurlhurr
Field. Florida,slttwing ttn unusual nnttled utlour.sdrcnrc re,sultirtg f ronr
lhe ultplicalion of a. thraa-Ione t:amouflugc over light grt:v. Slencil-lyptc
nationul in.rignia a.rc in hluclr. (l4llht) L,,4t/-59f l) tot:ltct ptds on the
UIt- I N, I0 in (25,4 mt) ktnger lhan the L,AU-591,4 vcrsion. ( Below) A

puit'of UH-lNs ovcr ITurlburt in May l9B3- (US,4F photos.)

c iv i i ian technical  rcprcsentat ivc f j 'oni  Bel l  Hel icopter.  Fivc
hel icoptcrs wcrc lost  ( four by enerny f i re)  dur ing 1967-6i i
a lonc, : rncl  the unl t  le l l  upon even harder [ iurcs ur l rcn l ivr . ;

a i rcral l  were lost  to enemy f i rc dur ing thc f i r 's t  l i r i r r  t ror t l l ts  o l
[969. au ,Lrndisclosed numbcr o{ L: t1] ,1vvl l1cl t  i r1 i11, '  1, t1 lct l  r r r

wounded.
( l ross-borderopefat i ( )nsl tc l t l i r : t l  i l t  l ( ) ( r ( ) : t t t ( l r ' i l t l \  l i ) . i0 l r r t l

fur ther losses and l r . , la i l l lcni tnco 1-r loblcrrrs l iu r : r ' t1 l r l  t 'nr l  l r t  srr t  l r

work.  Missions en( ' lecl  on l . l tL ly l970, r t ' l r i . r r r  l l r t ' l i i r l i l ie l r l

c lecis ion was made to oeasc US troop l i l ts  into ( ' rurr l ror l i ; r .  l  l re
"Green Ffornets" cont inued gunship suppof[  ibr '  lhc VNAIr
F{-34s and occasionzr l ly  madc emergcncy pick-ups. Dur ing thc

:'ii.
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summer of 1971, several troop carrier flights of eight aircraft
were made from Kontum to DaNang. During 1972, US
helicopters flew only occasional infiltration missions and only
on special request. In the second halfof 1968 alone,20th SOS
members earned numerous awards for heroism, including six
Silver Stars and l l  Purple Hearts. During 1967-68, six
crewmen earned the Air Force Cross, and the squadron earned
the Presidential Unit Citation in 1967 and multiple Air Force
Outstandlng Unit Awards.

The Air Force Huey
The mount of the "Green Flornets" was the Bell UH-l series
"Huey" helicopter (officially, the Iroquois), which had been
selected by the Air Force in 1963 for missile site support duties.
Designated the UH-lF (originally H-48 in the USAF desig-
nation system), and based on the Bell Model 2048, the aircraft
was built to accept the GE T58-GE-3 engine already in use in
USAF Sikorsky CH-3 helicopters, replacing the Lycoming
turboshaft in Army versions of the UH-1. The driveshaft of the
T58 ran aft, necessitating several engineering changes to be
made. The engine was mounted backwards, allowing the
driveshaft to fit into the transmission with the exhaust
rerouted to the fuselage right side. The GE engine was
unreliable but very powerful, requiring the installation of a
step-down gearbox to decrease rpm. Indicative of the T58's
power was an airlift by a 606th ACS UH-l F of 34 Thai flood
victims, plus the crew of three! This standing record was
achieved with the pilot performing an apparently routine lift-
off. The powerful T58 permitted a favourite stunt performed
by 20th SOS pi lots, which was to l i f t  straight up to 200 ft  (61 m)
and dive forward into a take-off attitude. UH- I Fs originally
featured the open bell-mouth shaped engine air inlet; however,
for use in SEA, this was changed to a set of removable screened
air inlet filter sections. Like the 2048, the F model Huey had a
2-t i  (61-cm) tai l  boom extension, permitt ing the instal lat ion of
a baggage compartment. This compartment was inconvenient-
ly located directly below the exhaust outlet, because Bell fitted
it  before the Air Force decided which engine to use. The 1,272
shp (951 kW) power plant drove a 48-ft  (14,6-m) main rotor
with 2l- in (53-cm) chord, enabling a gross weight of 9,000 lb
(a 082 kg) to be used. UH-lF del iveries total led 120 aircraft
through 1967, with fol low-on versions designated the TH-lF
built during 1967 tor instrument and rescue training.

The Air Force wasted no t ime in scnding i ts UH-lFs to
SEA, the first Hueys serving with the 606th ACS in Thailand in
1966. The exact number of Air Force Hueys used in SEA is
unknown, but reliable sources and photographic evidence
indicate about 20 to 25 aircraft. A typical crew comprised a
pilot, co-pilot and two gunners who doubled as crew chiefs.
Air Force UH-ls in SEA wore the typical USAF tr i- tone paint
scheme with light grey undersides, but during maintenance
overhauls, some Hueys were repainted with only the lighter
shade of green. Markings were limited to simply a flat black
serial number on the tail fin - standard practice having the
last three digits of this number applied to the nose panel, also
in flat black. Located on each side ofthe tail boom was a large
stencilled hornet, usually in green and facing forwards, but at
times black or facing to the rear. While the unit was at Tuy
Hoa, the hornet began to appear everywhere, including on
aircraft from other units- Personal markings were used on the
Hueys, though not in abundance. On rare occasions, the
USAF Hueys were observed in SEA with a small national
insignia on the forward tail boom.

To fulfil the two-fold mission of transport and gun support,
some UH-lFs were modified shortly after the "Green Hor-
nets" began operations in Vietnam. These helicopters were
fitted with hardpoints, annour and crew-operated weapons.
Eventually, some 20 aircraft were so modified and redesig-
nated UH-lPs. The standard weapons load on the "P" model
comprised a pair of LAU-59/A (XM-157A) 2.75-in (70-cm)
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seven-shot rocket pods and two hand-operated GAU-2B/A
(XM-93) 0'30-in (7,62-mm) pintle-mounted mini-guns. These
gun systems were located in each cargo doorway and could be
fixed forward for firing by the pilot. Their rate of fire was
adjustable at either 2,000 or 4,000 rounds per minute. They
could also be pivoted to a stowed position inside the aircraft.
Fastened to each gun was a flex chute through which expended
brass was diverted down and away lrom the aircraft. Some of
the 20th SOS Hueys had the mini-guns fitted right from the
start oIoperations. The rocket pods were attached to universal
mounts on the aft hardpoints. Initially, the mounts used were
the XM- I 56 type, familiar on Army Huey gunships, but these
were later replaced in favour of a more compact mount ol the
type seen on US Marine Corps' Hueys.

UH- 1Fs used as team transports were called "slicks", a term
originated by Army Huey crews in Vietnam to describg a UH- I
lacking heavy armament systems. The UH-lF and P desig-
nations were used interchangeably within the unit as the
number of Hueys modified with hardpoints increased. During
the early years of operations, a number of 20th SOS Hueys also
featured a Sagami mount, which incorporated a standard
inlantry model M60 machine gun affixed to a swing-out post
arrangement. The Sagami was used on gunships as well as
"slicks", but most of the latter featured M60s suspended from
"bungee" cords in the cabin doorway. Fastened to the
weapon's barrel was a long metal rod which prevented an over-
zealous gunner from accidentally shooting into the aircraft.
The guns were also lastened from below with a strap and
were belt- led through f lexible ammunit ion chutes attached to
containers lastened to the cabin floor.

SEA avionics were instal led in the 20th SOS Hueys and
many aircraft were seen with two VHF/UHF antennae on the
cabin roof. All "Green Hornet" Hueys retained their cargo
hooks, although these were rarely used. Passenger seats were
not instal led lor the reconnaissance team missions - instead.
crews frequently fastened lawn chairs to the cabin floorl In
Vietnam, crews quickly adopted the practice of placing
ceramic body armour plates in the nose "chin bubble"
windows - gunners usually sat on them in the cargo area.
While based in Thailand, the UH-lFs also often displayed a
placard in a bracket on the doorpost located between the pi lot
and cabin doors. The information on the placard depended on
the cover story being used to explain a part icular mission.
Some t i t les used were "USAF, Thai Army, Lao Government",
and even "Department of Health"!

At t imes, the 20th SOS was cal led upon to test new
equipment. One example was a large infra-red searchlight
tested while the UH-ls were part of the 606th ACS in
Thailand. Later, in Vietnam, the unit tested a personnel
detector, known as a "people snif fer", which detected
chemical scents emitted by humans. Neither system was
adopted lor use by the unit. While at Nha Trang, two gunships
flew "Firef ly" missions over Binh Thuy for a t ime, but i t 's
doubtful that they were f i t ted with searchl ight equipment.

Twin Hueys arrive
In a move by the Air Force to upgrade i ts Hueys, the UH-ls
of the 20th were gradually replaced by UH- l Ns after the unit
moved to Cam Ranh Bay in late 1970. The UH-lN was well
suited to the "Green Hornet" missions, having a greater
payload capacity and twin engine safety. Init ial ly developed by
Bell for the Canadian Armed Forces, the twin-Huey was
purchased simultaneously by the USAF and USN. Air Force
N-model deliveries began in 1970, eventually totalling 79
aircraft. Power was supplied by two Pratt & Whitney PT6T-3
turbine engines having a total ourput of 1,800 shp (l 343 kw);
the military engine designation was T400-CP-400. Maximum
gross weight of the UH- I N was I 0,000 lb (4 5a0 kg), maximum
speed was 142 mph (228 km/h) and the maximum range at
mission gross weight was 260 miles (418 km). The normal
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passenger load was l4 plus pi lot and220 US gal (833 l) of fuel.
Like their prcdecessors. the twin-engined Huc1,s of the 20th
SOS were 6tted u, i th weapons systems - al l  _eunship versions
having GAU-2BIA and LAU-59/A weapons. In l ieu of the
mini-guns, the Ns could carry XM-94 rapid-f ire 40-mm hand-
operated grenade launchers. Instal lat ion, operation, and
applicable systems paral leled those of the mini-guns. This
systenl had an 800-round capacity, an effect ive range of4,900
ft (1.500 m) and could f ire 400 rpm. Often. a minr-gun was
mounted in the left  door and the 40-mm weapons in the r ight.
The UH-lNs arr ived in Victnam with f lat  b lack USAF t i t les
and serial numbers on the tai l  f in. and standard camouflaqe.
but the "t lSAF" and data block on the pi lot 's door were
quickl l ,  overspravei with f lat black, and the hornet insienia
added to the tai l  boom.

End of an era
Many lessons were learned from the SOG operations of the
\f ietnam \ . 'ar era. The lul l  potential of these exploits \ \ 'as never
real ised, because of the inhibir ions imposed by t l ie US
observance of the Geneva accords. America also feared that
expar.rding t lre u,ar into Laos and Cambodia would further
involve North Vietnam or evcn China. Man1, of t l iosc lessons
learned are formed into the doctr ine of todal, 's modern Special
Operations Force (SOF).

From the end of the war unti l  1983. the 20rh SOS conrinued
to lunction at Hurlburt Field, Florida, as parr of the lst SOW
of the Tactical Air Command (TAC). Aircraft used were the
UH-lF.  P.  and N var iants and CH-3Es. wi th the ta i l  codc
"AO" carr ied in u'hite on the tai l  f in. the serial number added
on the tai l  boom in uhite, and small  national insignia appl ied
to the fuselage roof and bcl ly, as well  as the lorward end of
each tai l  boont side. Eventual ly, the older Hueys were phased

out in favour of the tu, in-engined models and HH_53Cs
rcplaced the CH-3s. Man1. of the older Huevs and CH-3s
equippcd reserve SOS units.

Today, Special Operarions exists on a largc scale, encom_
passingg mix of Air Force active, Reserve ind Guard units
ffying a wide variety of special aircraft.  Through a major
reorganisation in March 1983, the 2nd Air Division was
reactivated. becoming the focal point for al l  Air Force snccial
operations activi t ies. Throu_eh this reorganisation. the lOth
SOS off icial l l '  drcu' 1o a close i ts proud starus as the onlv
combat hel icopter squadron in the Air  Force. I ts UH_lNs
were absorbed primari l f  inro the 24th Composile Wing ar
Howard AFB in Panama. Besides this unit .  other principal
units of the 2nd Air Division include the I st SOW. rhc USAF
Special Operations School. and three squadrons at Hurlburr
Field, two squadrons in the Phil ippines and onc in Gernrany.
Special emphasis is placed on unconvcntional warfarc, using
unique aircraft with special capabil i t ies. In contrast to the days
of Vietnam. a good proport ion of hel icopter missions arc
f lown low level at night with night vision dcvices.

In an effort to upgrade the SOF to keep pace with the
l ikel ihood of low intensitS, conff ict,  the Army and Air Forcc
signed an agreement on 2l May 1984 as an Air l-and accord.
The agreement provided that the Air Force transferred
responsibi l i ty lor providing hel icoprer supporl for SOF to the
Army - this including about 100 Air Forcc hel icoptcrs
dedicated to that mission. The changeover. occurring in Jul5,
1986, cnded what proved ro be a truly unique and colourful
chapter in Air Force historr ' .  !

Thc autltor rould like to thank the _follon.hg.for tlrir t.otttrihuttott.s !rt
t his art iclc: Duve De lisio, Tont G arcia, C ruig' Grcenwood, Tont I! anscn ,
.lantes Balt, Gcnc Colc, Bcll Helit.ontcr and tht, L'SAF.

The uH-lN seriat 96-6644 of the 20th sos conduttirtg open tater rraining in Junc 1963. (usAF nhoro.)
i . .  . : .  . . . .7.  "-  ;  " : :
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With many of its files now declassified,
the activities of MACV's Studies

and Observation Grouo can
finally be revealed.

By lohn B. Dwyer

FFh. true story of SOG (the Military Assistance Com-
I mand Vietnam's Studies and Observation Group) can-

.1, not be told fullyl'wrote Colonel John E Sadler, SOG's
last commander, in the preface to the organization's 1972 com-
mand history, "for this story is carried only in the hearts and
minds of those who were SOG. Some of SOG's tasks were
giamorous and self-rewarding, while others were tedious and
uneventfi-rl; but all were essential to help stem the dde of com-
munist aggression in southeast Asia. Professional, wefl-trained,
exceptionally dedicated personnel have been the key to SOG's
many successes. Five Medal of Honor awardees, rwo of whom
made the supreme sacrifice, exemplify the type of men who
made up SOG. The personnel of SOG are extremely proud
of these men and the many other unsung and unheralded
heroes who gave their lives."

While rhe full story of SOG will never be told due to the
classification of some of its activit ies, much of the story can
now finally be revealed as SOG's official records become
declassified with the passing of time.

For example, on December 30,1966, the Bright Light PO\f
rescue operation code-named Cobra Thil was launched in Tay
Ninh province in western III Corps. SOG's Joint Personnel
Recovery Center (JPRC) planned and coordinated its execu-
tion based on verified information from an NVA (North !iet-
namese Army) deserter. A veteran special air operations officer,
Air Force Colonel Harry D. Aderholt, had set up the JPRC
three months earlier on orders from the Pacific Air Forces com-
mander, General Hunter Harris. With only a handful of men,
but having authorization to use any of SOG's assets and those
22



SOG's unoft'ictal xomping grounds extended far beyond the
territory recogniTed by the regular U.S. military as being
within its "rules of engagement."

of U.S. military forces, the JPRC was responsible for "personnel
recovery operations throughout the SE Asia theater subse-
quent to termination of search & rescue efforts." As such,
it became the focal point for all intelligence regarding detained
or missing personnel in Southeasr Asia. Related responsibil i-
t ies included briefing aircrews on escape and evasion and
establishing a SAFE (selected area for evasion) program inside
North Vietnam inro which the JPRC inserted SAFE acriva-
tion teams that it had recruited and trained.

For Cobra Tail the JPRC utilized the U.S. Z5rh Infantry Divi-
sion and SOG's own North Vietnam Studies Section (OPS-
34), where Infantrv 1st Lt. Frederic Caristo worked. A mas-
ter of regional languages and dialects, Caristo had participated
in debriefing a Hoi Chanh (a Viet Cong defector) informant
who had told interrogarors thac two U.S. prisoners were being
held at his camp, a fortified hamlet in Cambodia's "Fish
Hook" region. Lieutenant Caristo convinced mission plan-
ners thac an assault at noon, when Vietnamese normally
began their "siesta," would achieve maximum surprise. It
would be needed, for the camp, 1,500 meters inside Cambo-
dia, was guarded by a reinforced NVA bartalion and sur-
rounded by minefields. Caristo volunteered to go in with the
lead chopper carrying the Hoi Chanh to provide security for
him, to serve as translator/interpreter and, once on the
ground, to distinguish Cambodians from NVA.

At 1200 hours the lead chopper made its f inal approach,
but because of a navigational error, it landed on the v^rong
side of the minefield. Caristo, CAR-I5 in hand, jumped out.
Almost immediately, orbiting gunships rained down suppress-
ing fire. No longer was it a surprise assault. The now fully
alerted enemy poured out intensive small arms, machine gun,
RPG (rocket-propelled grenades) and recoilless rifle fire. Then
2+

the lead helo pilot, realizing his error, l i fted off from rhe LZ
and flerv ro the orher side of the minefield ro arrempr an inser,
tion',vith the other assault force helos. Caristo, the oniy per-
son on the ground at thar point, knerv full rvell the POWs
rvere in great danger and might be summarilv executed. Knorv-
ing rvhere their hut-prison was supposed to be, he headed for
it, running through 50 meters of minefield and a gauntler of
friendlv and enemy fire ro get there. Bursting through the back
rvall, he surprised the occupanrs, Cambodian vil lagers, '"vho
told him the Americans had been moved the previous nighr.
Outside, rhe assault force *'as taking more casuakies, trapped
by a second minefield lying bec',veen rhem and the NVA
defenders. Assessing the grim siruarion, Carisro dashed
through enemy fire for the second rime to reach the assault
force's position, and then he began leading them rhrough the
minefield. Knocked down ar one poinr by an exploding ban-
galore torpedo, he gor back up and persevered ri l l  he had
guided all rroops safely across ro rhe orher side, where thev
renewed their assault. On his rvay back to rhe hur complex,
where he hoped other POWs might be located, Caristo spor-
ted an NVA firing into the rear of the troops and silenced
the enemy soldier wirh his rifle. Finding no POVs, he returned
to the raiders, whose sweep of the hamlet had uncovered bun-
ker complexes. Cautious enrry into the first bunker had ser
offa booby trap. Understandably angered, rhe men were abour
to start lobbing grenades into all the bunkers ',vhen they-
and Caristo, arriving on scene-heard cries from rvirhin.
Realizing that the voices rvere rhose of Cambodian civil ians,
Caristo entered rhe bunkers and, after reassuring the Cam-
bodians, broughr them our safely. Because of his l ineuistic
expertise, Caristo was able to identifv 46 NVA trying to blend
in with the civil ians. His on rhe spot rranslation of caprured
documencs led to the uncovering of several huge arms caches.

Thirtv-five NVA were kil led during Cobra Tail. Although
no POVs were rescued, vital lessons were learned thar would
improve futurd Brighc Light missions. For saving U.S. and
Cambodian l ives and for his selfless valor, Lieutenanr (larer
Colonel) Caristo was awarded rhe Distineuished Service Cross.

Despite many, often valiant efforrs thiough 1972, only one
Bright Light mission succeeded in rescuing a l ive U.S. PO\V,
though that prisoner died shortly afterward from wounds
infl icted by his captors. No doubr some missions failed due
to time wasted between rhe receipt of fresh, verif ied intell i-
gence and mission launch-in rhe case of Cobra Thil, a wait
of two weeks. The delays were a resulr of the bureaucratic pro-
cess, especially rhe necessity of awaiting aurhorizarion from
the Military Assistance Command Vietnam (MACV) staff
and the staff of rhe Commander In Chief Pacific Command
(CINCPAC) in Honolulu.

SOG, of  which. the JPRC was only a smal l  part ,  was
organized January 24,1964, by General Order 6, Headquar-
ters, U.S. Military Assistance Command Viernam, as the Spe-
cial Operations Group. Ic was given rhe cover name, Srudies
and Observation Croup. Under the direcr supervision of
the MACV chief of staff, ir was (for cover purposes) furrher
designated as a separate staffsection under the MACV com-
mander, with MACV J-5 having special cognizance of its oper-
ations. Through 1972, SOG was commanded by Aimv
Colonels Clyde Russell, Donald D. Blackburn, John K.
Singlaub, Steven Cavanaugh and John F. Sadler. As the Joint
Unconventional \fi/arfare Tirsk Force, SOG was authorized to
plan and conduct covert-clandestine operations nor only in
North and Sourh Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia but also-if
necessary-in Burma, the southern People's Republic of China
provinces of Yunnan. Kwangsi and Kwangtung, and on Hai-
nan Island in the Gulf of Jbnkin. SOG;s co-' lnt"rpa.t. rhe
Republic of Vietnam.Armed Forces (RVNAF) Speciai Ex-
ploitation Service (SES, later Strategic Gchnical Services/
Directorate) operated under the RVNAF joint General Staff,
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Major Owen Hlrchlngs stands b;- the front door of his Faircl'ctld C-1238 Provider, nicknamed the "Gray Ghosr." During a secret mission
ouer Norch Vietnam, Hirchings was forced to "match wits" with an enemJ sur't'ace-n-air missile that was launch"ed at l'Lis plane.

and for much of i ts existence was commanded bv Colonel
Tian \lhn Ho.

The U.S. Army colonel who was chief of SOG had a CIA
Special Assistant u'ho served as l iaison for agency activi t ies,
and CIA personnel u'ere assigned to SOG's branches. As
Colonel Charles M. Simpson notes in his book lnside the
Green Berets, the working relationship wasn't alu'avs a smooth
one. He mentions, for example, that SOG was denied
authority to insert i ts people i f  a CIA team was already in
the area.

From an init ial  complement of six off icers and two enl isted
men, SOG greu' into a 380-man, mult icompartmented head-
quarters in Saigon, directing the activities of some 10,000 oper-
ators. By 1972 the organizarion was comprised of eight
divisions, six branches and five groups. The Operations/
Tiaining Studies Division (OPs-30)-divided into marit ime,
air,  psvchological,  ground and training srudies branches,
u'hich u'ere further subdivided into ground, air, maririme and
psyops groups-generated the majority of SOG's missions. ln
that secret world where str ict compartmenral izat ion and
security ensured that the "need to know commandment"
prevailed, SOG's ourn covert lexicon was used. North Vietnam
u'as "New York," Cambodia u'as 'Arizona," and Russia was
"Cali fornia." "Hailstones" u'ere M24 resupply containers,
"Face Value," was tact ical reconnaissance in Cambodia, and
"Buffalo Hunter" was the code name for SAC (Strategic

Air Command) drone photography over North Vietnam.
Code names \\rere, of course, changed on a regular basis or
*'hen compromised.

-The best knou'n of al l  SOG's activi t ies were those of i ts
Cround Studies Group (OPS-35), u'hich planned and coordi-
nated Prair ie Fire ( later changed to Phu Dung) and Daniel
Boone ( later changed to Salem House, then Thot Not) cross-
border operations into Laos and Cambodia. Personnel from
the army's 5th Special Forces Croup (SFG) led ARVN (Army
of the Republic of Vietnam) and/or Cambodian recon teams
(RG) based at Command & Control North, Centrai and

South at Da Nang, Kontum and Ban Me Thuot, or from
mobile launch sites such as Quan Loi, on various missions.
These missions ranged from strategic and tactical recons, to
road, trail and river u'atches, route mining, interdiction and
ambush, ground photography, wiretaps, artillery and airstrike
spotting, bomb damage assessment, crash site inspection and
PO\V rescue missions.

Air support for the RG included CH-34s of the VNAF
(Vietnamese Air Force) Zl9th Squadron, gunships from the
U.S. Air Force 20th Special Operations Squadron (SOS) or
other gunships, VNAF A-18 tactical aircraft, forward air con-
trol (FAC) planes and, if required, SOC C-l23s or C-130s.
Ready to react or to exploit RTdeveloped targets were ARVN-
led indigenous commando units ranging from platoon-size
"Hatchet" to battalion-size "Haymaker" forces. !7hile "over
the fence," Rls maintained communications with base via
National Security Agency radio relay sites at Hickory Hil l,
near the DMZ, or Golf-5, which was located on an inaccessible
mountain in southeastern Laos. The R'13 always operated amid
the enemy, and their exploits have become legendary. The
five Medal of Honor recipients Colonel Sadler mentions were
all RT personnel. Besides the RG, there were special agent
teams that operated inside Laos and Cambodia. SOG's Air-
borne Studies Group Director (OPS-36) controlled nine
ARVN short term recon & target acquisition (STRATA)
teams; five Earth Angel riverwatch teams, consisring of rallied
(defector) NVA or ARVN dressed in NVA uniformsl and
Cambodian intell igence teams dressed as Khmer Rouge and
code-named Pike Hil l.

Using the cover name Naval Advisory Detachment (NAD)
Da Nang, the Marit ime Operarions Group (OPS-37) ran rhe
activit ies of assigned SEAL (sea-air-land) Mobile taining
Gam and Mobile Support Gam advisers (augmented by a
U.S. Marine Corps Force Recon element). The advisers trained
SES "Coastal Security Service" and VNN (Vietnamese Navy)
officers and men as Lien Doi Nguoi Nhai (LDNN) Action
Jbam commandos and crews for 8O-foot Nasty-class PTFs
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(patrol torpedo boats, fast) for covert operarions against
selected North Vietnam coasral and island rarsers under U.S.
OPLAN ]4-A.

Although Americans weren'r authorized ro go norrh of rhe
17th parallel, they did so anyway, as Captain Phii Bucklerv,
commander of the Naval Operarions Supporr Group, Pacific,
avers in his orai history, referring ro SEAIs and Boar Support
Unit 1 advisers under his command. Throueh 1971, LDNN
commandos and PTF crews conducted manfraids and bom-
bardments that destroyed installations, facil i t ies and boats,
while also supporting psyops programs such as che one de-
scribed in General Villiam C. Vestmoreland's book A Soldier
Reporrs. Using motorized junks, SOG LDNN operators kid-
napped North Viernamese fishermen and took them to Tiger
Island near the DMZ. Deceiving their captives into believing
they were anti-North Viet Communists operating inside the
country, the LDNN gradually indoctrinated the fishermen
in anti-Communist thinking. After eight weeks of being well
fed and cared for, the fishermen were released where they had
been abducted, supplied with gift kits and radios set on SOG
and Sourh Vietnam stations. In the words of General 'West-

moreland, the program's "tangible results will never be known."
In 1971, LDNN action teams were redesignated sea com-

mando teams and assigned special missions inside South Viet-
nam, including JPRC Bright Light operations. One team
member, Petty Officer 3rd Class Nguyen Van Kiet, became
the only South Vietnamese to earn the Navy Cross. He did
so while voluntarily accompanying SEAL Lieutenant Thomas
R. Norris, then attached to SOG's successor Strategic Gch-
nical Directorate Advisory Gam-l58, on his heroic, persever-
ing rescue of downed EB-66 navigator Lt. Col. Iceal Hambelton
and OV-10 pilot Lieutenant Mark N. Clark on April 13, 1972,
for which Norris was awarded the Medal of Honor (see "Seals
Shadowy Rescue" Vienam December 1990).

SOG's "air force" consisted of four specially configured, Ful-
ton Recovery System capable "Stray Goose" C-130s of the 15th
Air Commando/Special Operations Squadron (later 90th
SOS) and four "Gray Chost" C-I23s of the 1st Flight Detach-
ment, both based at Nha Tiang, along with the 20th SOS,

On May 7, 1972, the Strategic Gch-
nical Directorate Assistance Gam-158
(STDAT158) assumed SOG's residual
functions. Manned by 59 officers, two
warrant officers and 109 enlisted men,
it was placed organizationally under
the Army Advisory Group for cover
purposes. The team continued to
report directly to the MACV chief of
staff and was tasked bv MACV jZ
(Intelligence) and J3 (Operations).

The team's mission was to provide
advice, assistance, limited financial
and materiel support to the Strategic
Gchnical Directorate (STD) of the
RVNAF Joint General Staff; to de-
velop and coordinate plans for special
operanons ancl unconventlonal war-
fare; and to provide an interface
between STD and MACV elements
concerning operational maters.'Ieam
158 was to keep MACV J2 and J3
fully informed of STD activities, see
that STD operations best served
MACV obleciives, and ensure that

STD intelligence collection activi-
ties were afforded the same degree of
security protection as that given to
U.S. efforts.

The RVNAF STQ meantime, had
assumed operational control of forces
for the e><ecurion of special operations
and unconventional warfare as
directed by the RVNAFJoint General
Staff or other competent authority.
Acrually, the STD had been conduct'
ing Cambodian cross-border opera-
tions since 1970 through its liaison
service. And after Nixon announced
on February 8, 1971, that no U.S.
troops were operating inside Laos, '
STD personnel assumed responsibil-
iry for recons and orher missions
inside that country. The STD formed
its Special Mission Service (SMS) ,
from the remmnts of the ARM.J Sce-
cial Forces. Ti5ined bv the U.S. Soe-
cial Mission Advisory Croup, ihe l
SMS was involved in strategic recon-
naissance missions. J.B.D.

comprised of UH-IF and other model gunships and slicks,
based at Ban Me Thuot, with forward deployed detachments
at Tieu Atar and Duc Lap in l l Corps. All of SOG's air
support-U.S. Air Force, U.S. Army, U.S. Marine Corps and
VNAF-was operarionally controlled by its Air Studies Group
Director (OPS-i5) by agreement with the Seventh Air Force,
rvhose parallel command was Deputy Director, Special Air
Operations under CQ 14th Special Operations Wing. On ahy
given day, approximately 100 aircraft were flying in support
of SOG missions throughout the theater.

SOG C-l23s and C-i30s conducted low- and highJevel par-
achute insertions of teams inside Cambodia, exfiltrations, the
resupply of teams in North Vietnam and other special mis-
sions, which included Black Baron electronic counrermeasures
missions. In August 1966, Air Force Major Owen Hirchings
of rhe 1st Flight Detachment became the second SOG pilot
to fly a mission over North Viernam, one rhar required him
and his crew to fly low level to Vinh, climb to 14,000 feet
and drop leaflets and small, parachute-rigged radios set on
the Voice of America frequency. But when aircrews wenr 

('up

north," it wasn't a matter of SOP (standard operating proce-
dure). Once mission decails were worked out and the seven-
man crew of C-l23B Whiskey Bravo, nicknamed Gray Ghost,
had been briefed on anti-aircraft and SAM (surface-to-air mis-
sile) sites and MiGs, they were provided information on SAFE
areas should they be forced or shot down.

Before flying to Udorn, Thailand, on the first leg of cheir
mission, the Gray Ghost and her crew went covert. Major
Hitchings was given the cover name Charles Wilson, his
crew provided false civilian IDs. All U.S. Air Force markings
on the plane were covered or removed-the only identifier
left on the sanitized aircraft was a black letter inside the
fronr door. Civil ian fl ight publicarions were put aboard. The
following night they took off, flying through the valleys of
Laos at the daunting altitude of between 100 and 200 feet.
Hitchings' copilot navigated on the right side, map in hand,
and one of his navigators in a jump seat behind him did the
same; both men communicated by intercom with the other
navigatoq who in turn gave directions to i{irchings, whose

job was to make sure all was clear ahead.
Both mental and physical reserves

were strained as the crew staved alert.
while Hitchings maneuvered rhe cum-
bersome aircraft to the target. Nearing
Vinh, the plane took ground f ire but no
hits, flying over a SAM site rhat SOG
intel l igence had missed. After cl imb-
ing to 14,000 feet, the crew dropped
their leaflets and radios. It was then
that the electronic warfare officer in-
formed Hitchings that a SAM had
locked onto them. At this point Hitch-
ings, a former T29 pilot from Gxas, gor
to perform the SAM-evaslon maneuver
he had developed.

Executing wingover, Hitchings went
into a ful l  "spl ir  S," descending at an
init ial  rate of 5,000 feer per minute.
Although the crew was never sure a
SAM had been launched at them. rhev
knew posit ively thar they had survived
their first flight up north as Hitchings
leveled off and flew the Gray Ghost back
to Udorn and Nha Tiang.

On November 26, 1968, ZOth SOS
UH-IF pilot James P. Fleming was sup-
^^-r i^^ ^ <.L eE/- :  l -
I jorr . rng a Jrn Jf  \J rong-range recon
patrol near Duc Co. Braving hostile fire
and knowing he was dangerously iow on
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Trumpy-class PTFs speed northward in the
auth.orized to go north of the 17th parallel,

"'ar?:3t:

Gulf o'f Tonkin on onother maritime operadon. Altlwugh
SOG's comDonents conducted numerous commando ratds

U.S. /orces were not officially
in Norrh Vietnamese warcrs.

fuel and that the previous rescue chopper had been shot down,
1st Lt. (later Colonel) Fleming remained in an exposed posi-
tion, bullets crashing through his windscreen, till all patrol
members were on board. For his selfless heroism, Fleming was
later awarded the Medal of Honor.

SOG's "air force" also dropped its version of "the big one."
Code-named Commando Vault, the BLU-82 o'"r 

" 
l5,0OO-

pound demolit ion bomb. It consisted of a standard steel pro-
pane gas tank filled with slurry explosive (gas and napalm)
that was set on a cradle attached to a standard heavy drop
platform. The bomb was parachute extracted and stabilized
during descent, its detonating rod exploding it four feet above
ground. From 1968-70, SOG C-130s dropped 250 Commando
Vaults on targers in Laos and Cambodia. The U.S.led RT
inserted a patrol to conduct bomb damage assessment of the
one dropped January 10, 1971, on a suspected enemy loca-
tion in the Dak Rolong Valley. They found a 7O-meter clear
area at the point of contact and extensive damage to trees
for at least 300 meters around the target.

Besides its sea, air and land operations, SOG planned and
executed special psyops and deception activit ies. Its "poison
pen operation," for instance, involved sending letters from
places such as France, Hong Kong and Singapore; the letters
defamed North Vietnamese officials.

The Borden, or Milk Bottle, Project was a norional agent
operation conceived and executed by SOC's Airborne Studies
Group. To begin with, SOG ARVN operatives selected and
screened NVA POWs. I-Jpon agreeing to become spies for a
secret mission (though SOG knew their motives were ques-
tionable at best), the volunteers u'ere raken to a SOG camp for
training in "spycraft" and to be airborne qualified. One agent
was chosen, and, during a "secret briefing," informed that he
was to become the newest member of a large U.S.-ARVN spy
nerwork inside North Vietnam. The notional agent was then
put on a SOG C-130, given the coordinates of the "team"

he was to contact, and parachuted into North Vietnam. There
it was hoped he would run to the nearest ourpost and tell
his buddies all about the big, non-existent spy ner in their
own backyard, achieving the purpose of the project: to force
the enemy to divert resources to uncover a bogus net.

In support of Lam Son 719, the ARVN multidivisional Lao-
tian Panhandle incursion, SOG conducted diversionary opera-
tions at NVA Base Areas 611 and 614 in southern Laos and
north of the tri-border region. Between January 12 and 17,
1971, SOG RG were inserted at four diversionary drop zones
but were quickly extracted because of enemy movem;nr and
contact. Eight other bogus DZs were used for simulated para-
chute raider insertions and actual resupply bundle insertions.

SOG's Tiaining Studies Group (OPS-38) was responsible for
training U.S. and ARVN personnel at its Long Thanh Jiain-
ing Detachment (LTTD), 15 miles east of Saigon, where its
Vietnamese counterpart, the Camp Quyet Airborne Opera-
tions Jiaining Centeq was also located. The LTTD was staffed
by nine officers and 39 enlisred men of the 5th SFG's Detach-
ment B-53 (Special Operations Augmentation), combat-
experienced personnel who served as instructors for the var-
ious courses. They u'ere divided into those taught by U.S.
personnel ones taught by U.S.-advised Vietnamese, and special
courses over and above those in the regular curriculum for
Americans, ARVN and Cambodians.

The three-week U.S. RT course consisted, in part, of instruc-
tion in techniques used in SOG programs, terrain apprecia-
tion and familiarization, constant training in special
equipment, continual application of the lessons learned from
experienced SOG veteran instructors and team monitors, and
a combat operations graduation exercise.

In the U.S. "Prisoner Capture" course, students learned
techniques for successfi.rlly capturing prisoners. On actual mis-
sions, teams sometimes used the SOG Bean Bag Round. Fired
from an M-79 40mm grenade launcher, rh" ror..,.d was a 40mm
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cartridge with a booster charge and a powdered, dye-covered
bag filled with 4 ounces of BB shot that, upon impact, left
an indelible stain on the captive.

The "Hand Heid Low Level Photography" course trained
U.S. personnel in photographic techniques that would be uti-
lized from low-flying aircraft. Code-named Ford Drum, SOG's
low-level phoro missions involved a photographer/aerial,
observer in the rear seat of a Cessna 0-l Birddog (FAC) snap'-
ping photos over the objective at treetop level using various
telephoto lenses for his 35mm camera. Valid, t imely intell i-
gence was provided by these missions.

Viernamese courses inciuded rhose for ARVN RG, STR"{A
teams and Special Commando Units (SCUs), a basic airborne
and communications course, an ARVN medic course, and one
in basic combat training. The STRAIA course consisted of
training in land navigation, racrics, leadership, weapons,
demolit ion, commo, survival, forward observer procedures,
jungle patrol base, psyops, first aid and air,/airborn. operations.

A typical STRATA mission is described in the SOC com-
mand history for 1971. In May, rwo teams were active on rrail-
watch missions north of Route 13 inside Cambodia. The first
team made contact with four enemy elements ranging from
one individual, who was killed, ro an esrimated enemy squad.
The second team observed two enemv squads. and the next
day, after the second ream established an ambush position.
two enemy approached. A Claymore mine was deronated and
M-79 rounds were fired, causing the enemy to drop co the
ground. Gam members captured, searched and blindfolded
the two prisoners. During extracrion, one CH-34 helicopter
received small-arms fire in its tail-roror secrion and crashed.
Three crew members were injured, but all were extracted. Four
helicopter gunships struck enemy positions, resulting in one
enemy kil led, eight srructures and three bunkers destroyed.
The cwo prisoners, members of a medical holding unir,
provided information on rheir unit.

The LTTD trained and mainrained two squads of 12 rc 14
assigned indigenous securiry personnel, normally U.S.-led, for
the purpose ofsecuring and/or rescuing downed aircraft and
personnel engaged in LTTD operations. They were also used
as a reserve force for any overengaged LTTD eiement.

lb test the LTTD training curriculum and course gradu-
ates, actual combat operations were conducted in II i eo.ps,
with operational areai provided on request by rhe U.S. lsi
Cavalry Division, Royal Thai Army Volunteer Force, Bien
Hoa province and the Australian Thsk Force. Nighr combar
parachute jumps were made on an individually required basis
into nearby \ilar Zone D. Tiaining DZs (drop zones) Sally and
Alice were located in rhe LTTD vicinitv. Jumos were made
from UH-l Hueys, C-123s and C-130s. From 1969 to 1971, the
Long Thanh Tiaining Detachment graduated 1,835, 2,535 and
1,845 personnel respecrively. In early l97Z the LTTD trained
43 Khmer Special Forces in airborne and recon rechniques.

SOG ceased operarions on March 31, 1972, excepr for rhe
task of providing security for its Colf-5 radio relay site.

Colonel Sadler, the last SOG cornmandeq said: "Some
of SOG's tasks were glamorous and self-rewarding, while
others were tedious and unevenrful; but all were essential
to help stem the tide of Communist aggression in southeast
Asia." The Americans, the Viernamese, the Cambodians and
others did their very best, their achievemencs undimmed by
the final outcome of that undeclared war. n

TOP: Comrad.es in arms: Major Owen Hitchings (right), with
the commander of a U.S. Special Forces A-rcam at Kham p

Duc. ABOVE: A U.S. Air Force helicopter rescues a downed
airman from the jungle. Many such recoueries were made
possible with tlr- help of SOG reconnaissance teams or the
intelligence they provided.
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John B. Dw1er, who was with the 4th Infantm Diqtision in Viet-
nam, has published many articles on speiial operations and war-
fare. His first book, Seaborne Deception. was Dublished b^t
Praeger i.n June 1992. Sugested for further reading: The U.S.
Government and the Vietnam 'War, Part 2, 1961-1964, Com-
mittee on Foreign Reladoru, Gouemment Prinring Office, Vashing-
ton, D.C.; and Vietnam: Order of Battle, bl Slvlby L. Sranton.
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TOID SNOBNT
' fOP Secret: Burn after reading or
I  ingest.
. Much of what you are about to read

is covered by the National Security
Act.  Documents which give detai ls on
operations and projects described
herein can be traced by looking up the
index numbers listed in ,the Military
Assistance Command Vietnam
(MACV)history in the Peirtagon- r,

However, the _MACV history is a
c I as s i f i ed doc u m-e-fil.

Although rhost Vietnam veterans,
war correspondents and students of
the conflict are familiar with the
acronym qOG - via rumor-control
central ,  f leet ing contact in 'Nam or
short referelces that have appeared
over the ! .ears in newspapers,
magazines, books and movies - allu-
sions to the group's act iv i t ies have

The acronym SOG stood for
Studies and pbservation Group; the
acronym itself was condensed from
the full-bloqli MACVSOG: Military As.
sistance Cdrnmand Vietnam Studies
and Obserfation Group. Unofficially it
was alsdknown as the Special Opera-
t ions Grouo.
' SOG'w3s organized in February
1964 by Gbn. Paul D. Harkins, Com-
mander MACV. lts basic mission was
to conduct covert ooerations in the
denied areasi of Vietnam, Laos and
Cambodia.  Act iv i t ies wi th in the
sphere of SOG's mission included:
guerrilla warfare, subversion, sabo-
tage, escape and evasion, direct-
action missions,,black and gray psy-
chological operatio;'ts and some ope-
rations best descriEed just as uncon-
ventional warfare. jL

For a number of obvi,ous and valid
reasons, SOG from theteginning de-
pended heavily on the!.S. Army for
its personnel. But sinp'e it also drew

... troops from the Malfe Corps (Force' Recon), U.S. Navy{SEALs) and Air
Force (air crews),, and drew head-
quarters staff f rom all four services, it
was by definition a Joint Unconven-
tional,Warfare Task Force. Since the
Vietnamese'ivypre also involved, it
could be cal lecl  a Combined Uncon-
ventional Warfare Task Force. ln addi.
t ion, SOG used American civi l ians
from the,Central Intelligence Agency
(ClA) and United States Information
Agency (USIA), as well as civilians
from other countr ies. l r

Depending on whose estimate one
accepts, SOG during its heyday had
2,000 to 2,500 Americans, 7,000 to
8,000 Vietnamese (North and-South),
Nungs, Cambodians, Laot ians, Chi-
nese and others involved in i ts myriad
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ABOVE: SOG Recon Team Nungs pracllce on
tirlng rang6 in camp. Nung ln lorcground is
tiring an M79 r|()mm grenade launcher while
one in background is lirlng AKl,l 7.62mm
rlfle. On ground in rear is M.60 7.62mm
machine gun.

operat ions or projects.
As one former SOG troopie put it:

"An octopus would wish that i t  had so
many tentacles."

And i f  i t  d id,  i t  would wrap every
one of them around its head and go
off  screaming i f  assigned the task of
unscrambl ing the mixture of alphabet
soup and operation/project names
that provided cover for SOG ogera-
t ions in Southeast Asia..

With a rapidi ty that would bewilder
the most di l igent researcher,  SOG
Operalions (the common denomina-
tor) acquired and abandoned code
names and acronyms for purposes of
cover.  l t  worked so wel l  that some
people didn' t  know they were in SOG
unti l  later.

To get a real grasp on SOG, it is
necessary to start at the beginning
and with the Vietnamese.

Since 1958, South Vietnam's gov-
ernment had carried on unconven-
t ional-warfare operat ions against the
communists.  Since they were on the
receiving end of North Vietnam,s ooe-
rations, South Vietnam saw no reason
not to reciprocate. lt is assumed that
the CIA was in on the act from the
very beginning.

ln 1961, President John F. Kennedy
author ized the Combined Studies
Group -  the operat ing arm of the CIA
in Southeast Asia -- ' to assist  the
South Vietnamese in conduct ing co-
vert ooerations in both North Vietnam
and Laos. These activit ies included
inf i l t rat ion of  agents into North Viet-
nam to act as spies and saboteurs,
and cross-border operations. against
Viet. Cong and North Vietnamese
base camps and supply l ines in Laos.
The South Vietnamese threw in Cam-
bodia for good measure.

Those operations and a CIA/U.S. Ar-
my Special  Forces operat ion,  begun
the year before, would have an effect
on SOG.

In 1960, Kennedy authorized the
CIA to conduct an ooerat ion named
WHITE STAR in Laos. The purpose
was to improve the mi l i tary capabi l i ty
of the Laotian non-communist forces.
When the CIA fai led to make a dent in
Laot ian communist  act iv i ty,  the job
was turned over to U.S. Army Col.  Ar-
thur D. "Bul l "  Simons, leader of  the
Son Tay raid in 1970 and the merc
operat ion in l ran in 1978 f inanced by
Texan H. Ross Perot (see "Who Dares
Wins,"  SOF, June'79).

In 1960, Simons took 107 Special
Forces men into the jungles of  Laos.
Benjamin F.  Schemmer points out in
his excel lent  book on the Son Tay
raid. The Faid. that when Simons ar-

*.
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Studles and Observatlon Group
leunch sl te Et Du Co.

BELOW: Mast€r Sgt. Ed Clough (left) with a
Nung team m€mbor somewherg in Soulh
Vietnam. The Nung is carrying an M3
4s.callber grease gun equipped with ,lash
suppressor. Clough, a bit bigger than his
native l€am members, survivod tho war.

i*-\:.

rived in Laos there was no Laotian ar-
my there to t ra in.  Not to worry,  Gl .
Simons went out and kidnapped 12-
battal ions of  Muong t f ibesmen, "put
them in compounds behind barbed
wire,  fed them, c lothed them - and
gradual ly taught them to soldier.  They
were eager to learn;  l i fe had a purpose
and they were even being paid."  Si-
mons'  12 battal ions of  Muong were so
successf ul  th i i  the North Vietnamese
backed off f i6m cross-border opera-
t ions.  i

Direct Amgrican Special Forces in-
volvement in WHITE STAR metamor-
phosed into Project 404 and lasted
unt i l  1962, whentAe Geneva Acccrds
closed of f  that  theater of  operat ions
to Americans -  at  least  to American
mil i tary.  The North Vietnamese, the
South Vietnamese and the CIA con-
t inued to be act ive i .n Laos.

As one thoroughly disgusted form:
er WHITE STAR/404 man put i t :  "This
is how fucking weird we do things. l i
you were on one of the last teams ini
there in '62 [he. was] and your name
was on the l is t  that  the ICC 0nterna-
t ional  Control  Commissionl  checked
off  ,  they t tFe U.S. government l
wouldn' t  let  you back in Laos."

In 1963, the organizat ion that han-
dled unconvent ional  and covert  war-
fare for  the South Vietnamese took on
the name Luc Long Dac Biet  (LLDB),
somet imes cal led the Vietnamese
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Special Forces, and somelimes refer-
red to disparagingly by Americans as
"look long, dupk back." The working
relationships between the LLDB, its
"Special  Branch" which handled un-
conventional wilfare, and the Green
Berets of the U.S. were close in 1963.
even though the'fueen Berets were
ostensibly involve&;-.only in "bird
watching" - sitt ing- i jr i tne Laotian
and -Cambo.dian borders watching
communist 'act iv i ty on tbe t ra i ls f rom
"'A" Camos. But even tt len some SF
troops were leading Viqtnamese uni ts

- funded by the CSG/C|A.
ln 1964, Presiderftyndon Johnson

authorized implementation of Opera-
tions Plan (OPLAN) 34.A. Thatiopera-

From the beginning, SOG's rather
broad mission - clandestine opera-
tions in the denied areas of Vietnam,
Laos and Cambodia - gave the HQ
staff the latitude to get involved in
just  about anything and, s ince SOG
reported directly to the Gommander
MACV, f i rst  Gen. Harkins,  then.Gen-
Wil l iam C. Westmoreland, and f inal ly.
Gen. Creighton W.. Abrams,. it. had
enough pul l  to co-opt exist ing opera-
tions and-os€.s started up latel by
other

execut ing SOG missiois,  Simons re-
fused, in his own words. to ' l ive wi th
some of the restraints put on me.'
But,  he would add;" ' l  got  away with i t
only because I didn't make any mis-
takes.' He knew that if he got caught,
j ' they'd get some6ther conductor for
the trolley car ahd: throw my dead
body off 'the bacR:"'

The MACVSOG estabtished in Feb-
ruary 1964 was in i t ia l ly  supposed to
train,  advise and support  logist ical ly
the South Vietnamese LLDB "Soecial
Branch" -  changed to Special  Ex-
ploi tat ion Service (SES) in Apr i t  1964
- in the conduct of  covert  missions
in Southeast Asia.

To achieve this, a Naval operation
at Da Nang, an air-wing detachment at
Nha Trang and a t ra in ing element at  a
place cal led Bearcat,  near the v i l lage
ol  Long Thanh, 14 mi les east of  Sai-
gon, were establ ished.

One of  the f i rst  SOG operat ions
was named LEAPING LENA and was
an at tempt to monitor and interdict
communist  logist ics on the Ho Chi
Minh trail in Laos. Five- and six-man
teams of South Vietnamese SES
troops parachuted in for  these mis-
sions.

TIMBERWORK, another ear ly oper-
at ion,  may wel l  have been the SOG
code name for the PT-boat raids on
North Vietnamese coastal  insial la-

units;*:,1j:, ,. :.,;'.
q,his bbok, A) Soldier

gan *a$ affirhtegic-i nlel I i gen ce-
,[affi nd offiion-onty. Souin Viet-
riemBULOBft$peciat Branch" was
sirppGea to stipiif tlg men; Military
essisiaffie. corn-maii3' Vietnam the
traininissiies and i physical assets

t ion, the f irst wilha direct t ie-in to the
Studies an4.gd3iniation Group, be-

(boats, planes, guns)l and the CIA
funds and training. t

In February 1964, MACV opened its
Studies and Observation Group head-
quarters bui ld ing' in what had been
the MAGV 2 comoound in ChSlon. an
adjunct of Saigon. ln 1967 SOG mov-
ed to a building on Pasteur street in
Saigon.

moreland',  wrote: "Al-
a component of

sf;ii iat office in the U.S.
Joint fs of Staff suroervised its
act f t i t ' ies,  for ,  f rom the f i rst ,
Wdshington exercised the closest
control over SOG's operations. Every
action had to be approved in advance
by the Secretary of Defense, Secre-
tary of State, and the White House."

Some SOG operators have claimed
that the clA staff had considerably
more control over activities than was
thought at the time or has been admit-
ted since. In effect, they assert that if
.the military in Vietnam turned down'some pet projects as too risky, the
operation would be sold and approved
in Washington.

In lhe Raid, Schemmer wrote of
Simons, head of a SOG operat ion: " ln
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pings were conducted lry motorized
east Asia histor ians have since claim- South Vietnamese junks which took
ed that the North Vietnamese PT North Vietnamese civ i l ians, ' "usual ly
boats either were chasing South Viet: f ishermen," to the istarid. There, out
namese PT boats and hit lhe Maddox of sight from the mainland; the SOG
accidental ly,  or  intent ional ly at tacked troops played the io le of  "com-
tne Maddox, assuming it was involved munists, but anti-Noith Vietnamese
in the hanky-panky going down communists."  Then, gradual ly,  dur ing

Westmoreland says the kidnap-

asnore. their six-to-eight-week stay on the
There is strong reason to believe island, the ci$lians .€.Wera indoc-

that one of SOG;s most fascinating trinated intodtii-commairistthinking.
operat ions dur ing the war was the When

leaders often used fishing boats to I
send contraband weapons and sup-
pl ies to the south, i t  might be
necessary to sink the boats, and
some innocent f ishermen might be
ki l led. Perhaps, they were told,  i t
would be best not to fish for a while,
or not to f ish too zealously -  just
enough to provide for each fisher-
man's immediate family. Then, by way
of apology for the inconvenience, all
the-ca-ptured fishermen were given

'-U#kets of pre#nts-that contained
sewing kits, cloth, "tfresh meat,
vegetables, ci garettes, spi6es, garden
seeds, sandals, small garden tools,
pocket knives - and translstor radios
tuned to a single, pre4lected fre-
quency [tuned to a $bG-operated
ptopajanoa stationl." tr' -Th; fishermen *erE then taken
back north and turned loose. Schem-
mer claims that subsequent intel l i -
gence from captured NVA reported a
severe fish shortage in the north. The
program came to an end, when the
SOG fishermen started plicking up
numerous "double dippers," who r isk-
ed capture for another shot at the
bennies. n

'cffiians were
f ixii.dtrequ'bncy

I
,
I
I

I
I

\
! ,

n
, i
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LEFT: SOG Teams early ln lh€ Vlstnam
War canled slodle wrapon3 (onos lhrt
could nol b€ plnpolnt.d as lssue lo U.S.
forcee) in cross.bordor oporrtlons. Thls
indlgenous lroopor ls canylng e 3o€allbor
Brownlng Automstlc Rlllo (BAR) over hls
shoulder and 8n M3 4s.callbor groaso gun.

CENTER: Cassns 0.1 "Blrd Dog" was
u3od as spotler phn€ and radlo olay by
SOG unlts operallng in Cambodia, Laos
and North Viotnam.

UPPER RIGHT: Modlf led CAR-15 was
favorllo woapon of SOG t.am membors
lsto in the w8r.

RIGHT: Sllonced H l.Slandard .22 callber
pistol carrlsd by SOG patrol memben.
Thls systam was flrsi used by OSS In
World War ll.

launching of  FASCINATION teams in-  g iveq.-  k i
to North Vietnam. --rn. 

q,fj?.d.l6js9g: the prcrgrams.
The code name may Oe wron(4,(orSEgOti:e-":-SOGii

right, depending on the time), but that tSO-Fradd.ed
pirticutar tacet ot opLAN 34-Aiis wetl 'i{dppEd;ttrar
documented in the books. mentioned reDetitive. Wl

when i t  got too
documented in the books, mentioned repetitiVe. When the boats pulled up
previously, by Westmorelandi;ag.td ih the canals along North Vietnam's
Schemmer. Each describes a slightly coast, everybody in tfe village would
different method of operation and a jump in a sampan_lo try and get
slightly different goal - but since irlmiett captured gfO ta(en off 

-to

neither tied his description to a Phoenix for a shop[ing trip." ,:
specif ic date, both could be right. Although the oflilnal SOG plan dict

According to Schemmer, the plan not encompass.&direct action by the
was designed to shut down the North American perppnnel assigned to-iU
Vietnamese fishing industry by ha- that changed before a year was out,
rassing the f ishermen. because of refults obtained by direct

contacted by'
detail. "They

SOLDIEN OF TONTI'IIIB /t:!

t ions that some sources claim trig- In Schemmer's version, the North .American participation in two other
gered the Tonkin Gulf incident. Oni Vietnamese fishermen were pickeE!-, 'b.tgS;.sif ied 66era!ions.
August 1964, the U.S.S. Maddox,par-  up along the coast by PT boats, thgq Inl .qteMayorear lyJune' l964, i tap-
ticipating in. Operation DESOTO (pa- transferred to Phoenix lsland nepE.Da pears th.el &hnson approved Ameri-.
trols along North V[etnam's coast by Nang. "There, they were treated.g)yal- can cross-border operations into,':
American destroyers), came under at- ly, but their captors explaine4ithat Laos. The first such ops were launch-
tack by North Vietnamese PT boats next t ime i t  might be di f ferent. ,Be- ed by Project  DELTA - an organiza-
beyond the 12-mi le l imi t .  Some South- cause North Vietnamese pol i t ical  t ion formed out of  the 5th SOecial

JUNE/81
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Forces Group.

Coming in a close second behind
Project DELTA in launching the ini t ia l
cross-border missions was Operation
SHINING BRASS. In.  July 1964, A
Company, 1st Special Forces Group,
Okinawa, began sending teams of
Green Berets into Vietnam on six-
month TDY ffemporary Additional Du-
ty) assignments to lead indigenous
troops on cross-border operalions in-
to Lios.  \  1V*

Westmorelan! waitg/ impresjed*'
with the inteJig'ence obtained by pro-
ject DELTf that he had two other

cover of the South Vietnamese Coast-
al Survey Service and, as one SOG
type said, "tried to explain that it was
surveying the coast of South Viet-
nam."

Operating from PT boats aimed
with 40mm automatic cannonand 50-

classified projects formed: SIGMA
and OMEG|. Eventually, SIGMA oper-
ated from aig in Vietnam's lV Corps
and the loryer half of ll l Corps.
OMEGA operfrpO in the upper hatt of
l l l  Corps and ICorps and DELTA op-
erated in I C6rps and the tri-border
area, where tietnam, Cambodia and
Laos come tdgether.

When Coll Donald V. Blackburn
became Ih?'MACVSOG commander
in May 19S, he moved quickly to as-
sert SOgs control over all "over the
fence" operations and, within a short

-,*time, Blackburn's men were ranging
-over the h(ls of not only Laos but
'North Vietnam.

Soon after, Blackburn took com-
nand, SOG'siactivities became con-
centrated intri five rhajor operational
areas: OPS 31\maritime), OPS 32 (air

_. . ! ,  I

Studies and'Observation Group OPS.31
from north of Hanoi to the DMZ. . :

teams ranged
, :  : .  : '  - - :' ' : , ' : :r^:j:.:s i l '

Nung SOG Recon Team memberal
Command and Control South (Bsn M€ Thout)
in oarly 1970. SOG Recon Toamb wsro
composed ot throe Amorlcans lnd slx.to,nine
indlgenous troops. NungE, a-Thal trlbe ol
Chlneso orlgln whlch lly€d ln.Vlotnem wor.
used trequently elrly In tha war.

.it

.. .j . :.: ii1:j.

, Another unusual facet of SOG's air
arrn was the 15th Air Commandos
Squadron. Nicknamed the , 'Stray
Goose" detacnment, the Commandos
f lew C-130s with the latest in
electronic-warfare and electronic-
cou nter-warfare systems.

SOG also had "blackbirds" equip-
ped for the most sophist icated
delivery and recovery technigues. Air-
borne troops were delivered by static-
l ine parachute jumps or by HALO
(High Alt i tude, Low Opening) jumps.
Late in the war,  SOG patrols
sometimes carr ied fu l l - recovery
systems, consisting of a balloon tcbe
attached by a 500-foot tine to the SOG
man on the ground. The "blackbird"
would snatch the bal loon and br ing
the guy on the end of the l ine along
for the ride. The "blackbirds" were
also rigged to handle sophisticated
cargo-del ivery systems.

Another SOG ship was the C-121
Constellation flown by the U.S. Navy.
The bird was crammed with radio
equipment and trailed an antenna-
over a mi le long whi leJlying missions
off  the coast of,Hanoi.  The C-121
could--broidCast right on the main
government f requencied in North
Vietnam and blank them out.'

operations), OFS 33
34 (resistance and in
ations in North
(direct action, or s
sancq patrols

SOG contin
John Kl* Singlaub, Co&. Blackburn's
replacemeni as Comnidhder MACV-
SOG. ln 1966 Si4glaub got permission
to gor-into.Ca4ill)odia and in 1969
operations wereBnducted in North
Vietnint' In.- ad&1ion escape-and-
'evasion nets jor d8&neO airmen were
establish.ed' during4liarg tauO's reign
and SOGibquipmEirt'dlld trainino im-
proved considerablf. {' 

SOG's OPS 31 o"p"d"O from Da
Nang. lnvolved was a 0$. element.
'called the Naval Advi3Srv Detaoh:
ment, which was artitile n'ardtdtsdx-
plain since most of the, eferhent's
members were Force Recon Marines
or U.S. Navy SEALs. ln OpS 31. the
Vietnamese SES traveled undei the

.lr.4j11"1 ;,. , :.:t:").:::,, .l:;:"

cal iber machine guns, SOG's OpS 31
teams ranged from north of Hanoi to
the DMZi -  gathering intel l igence,
disrupt ing night- t ime f ishing opera-
t ions and putt ing raiding part ies
ashore to ambush trains and convoys
and attack any coastal.defense units
which got in the way - in an opera.
t ion named WHITE ELEPHANT.

SOG's OPS 32, headquartered in
Nha Trang, supplied transportation
and intelligence through six separate
air units assigned there. Some of
them were a bit unusual.

SOG's First Flight Detachment
consisted of four C-123 "blackbirds"
(the unmarked planes and helicopters
which supported SOG missions were
Galled "blackbirds"). What made the
dnit different was that, in addition to
carrying U.S. crews, the ships flew on
some'rmissions with regular Chinese
Air Force pi lots -  t ravel ing , ,black":
no prapers at all, as civilians.

, oPEAhii

'I4 
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From early in {hs war SOG had a
running batt le goinq with the U.S Air
Force over str ike aircraft .  The Air
Force wanted to c()nvert the 7th and
13th Air Forces to jots. SOG prefened
the wwll-v intage A.1Es which co&!df"
carry more bombs .nd stay on target
longer han any jet ,  The A-1Es,were
keot.

Finally, .'here were helicopteirs us-
ed by SOG. SOG's primary ship was
the UH-1F, ' lown from 1967 on by the
U.S. Air  Force's 20th Hel icopter
Squadron, an outf i t  n icknamed the
"Green Hornets."  Some of those UH-
'1 Fs were converted to gunships,

Indlgenous SOG troops outtltt.d In storllo
unlforms and weapons prlor lo a cross'border

oDoralion. The soldler on the lstt ls armed-"r

equipped with side-f ir ing 7..62mm
"Miniguns" capable of  f i r ing up to
4,000 rounds per minute.  Pr ior  to the
assignment of  the 20th,  the pr imary
source of  t ransport  and gun hel icop-
ters was a Vietnamese Air Force
Squadron of  H-34s. The VNAF H-34s,
described by former SOG members,
as lerr i f ic ,  were also used af ter  1967
because of  the exper ience of  the
pilots and because they were better
sui ted to some.missions.

SOG's OPS 33 consisted of  both
gray and black psychological opera-
tions - or psyops. The perpetrators
pf gray operations never identif ied
themselves or to ld which s ide they
were on. One of SOG's best gray psy-
ops was the "Voice of Freedom,"
which used a 1.000.000-watt  t ransmit .
ter  to broadcast programs into Hanoi
in both Vietnamese and Chinese. An-
other SOG radio operat ion was a
black op, that is, one that was passed
off  as being something i t  was not.
Vietnamese agents,  operat ing inside
North Vietnanr.'broadcast over a num-
ber of staticins that claimed.io be part
of  the Nat ional  L iberat ion Front.

One SOG black psyop involved the
introduct ion of  fa lse documents, .  into

on MACVSOG, please keep in mind A can of albumin blood_exoander
that at different times the equipment, was also carried on the gfi.rt ,i.up o,
tactics, formations, etc. changed. - just over the rucksack.#t ina the neck
FATIGUES: usually plain 10090' iwhere rhe sun wourd gften pin.ir], A
cotron-poplin jungle fatigues - the small, rubber intradous (I\/|, tiiUe
non-ripstop kind with shoulder straps was carried in the vesf,or shirt-pocket.
and waist burrons (an early type ofjun- Survival_pack containJis ind canteen
gle fatigues) - sprayed with black covers:',':'iere ised .6 ammiidifron
spray-paint splotching, with sleeves",,_, pouches- UsuallJr three:tone_quarriin_
worn down. Blood type (ex: A POS)Ej, ieens, were.carried behisdf New Ml6
embroidered over righL.. pocket'lnd '' 

pouches wde commbniy used. The

MACVSOG EQUIPMEIT{T
AND WEAPONS

\r"..

Following is an article
Shelby L. Stanton on
equipment carried by the

"No PEN" over left -: if no,peui'cillin ord#"irf priieience on rhe pistol belt
couid be administered-:. Sometimils,the was ,'i;.+n'"0o, .ut<o*n 'Jrn1rg.n.y
ordinary Aopig$ rip*op was ws111,,.,, panelin ammo pouch and mini-smokes
and, rarely, iizu'Ercamouflage (very laie - up front; followed by ammo pouches,t

wlth an M2 3o€allber carblne (lett)
modltled French MAT.40. Thc'

Vlotnamoso cspturgd a number
MAT.49 submachlne guns trom tha

and modlfled thom to take a Sovlet 7.&De5 l.- caps or just bandanas.

'in the war ori the latter)r on some spe- (as described) and, in the rear, the can-
operatio.rrs, qi,'emy'irniforms were teens and two survival pacliets (A and

sjworn. B type). [Ed. Note: Operadonal and
often, cut-down boonie Reserve Survival packets.l

WATCH: Army-issueSeiko with black
SCARVES: Triangular medical OD face, black plastic bandand wrist com-
bandages, also worn as sweatbands pass. ' ..
around the forehead. RADIO: URC-68 

' ',::l ,
OTHER CLOTHING: Canvasduck WEAPONS CARRIED By EACH
AF survival vest (nol the common MAN:
mesh type) with sleeves and collar from l. Shoulder^ror r hip holster, 9mm
a jungle-fatigue shirt sewn on, w€ls Browninff,utomatic pistol.
often worn instead of a shirt, or over 2. High-stafrdard -22' with silencer
the "jungle. sweater" (the nylon,/tri- canuas f,ocket added to back
acetate, tricot knit sleeping -shirt) if rucksacl,r,l
operating in the mountains. .This 3. CAR-15 &as most common. Rarety
because of the vest's improved carry- *ere enem$rneapons.used, except i;

in
of

>

mg capaclty.
FOOTGEAR: Canvas leggings laced

Nonh Vietn&*-.bo"*. the distinct
sound of "friendly fire" was used for

midway up the calves; shoelaces on the orientadon in hre figbts;
side. These leggings go down over the 4. Sawed-off M-79 greoade launcher
jungle boots. They were optional but with snap-link thniugh the trigger

guard and thropfr the web genr on
the right side or*s an alternative. ori(iIrAI{: 5l AIto rrg with ordinary the ngjlt srde or,*u an alternatiVe, on

pistol belt. The STABO rig was made strap over chef(wirh anti-iersonnel..
in Taiwan by the CIA and other round in charilber). r
civilian agencies and named for the 5. Pen flares fith special camidges fit-

typical.
GEAR: STABO rig with ordinary the right side or

civilian 
"g.n.i., 

and named for the S. pen nares-fftfr sp'e.iaftcamioges fit-
twosergeantsQettersfromtheir Iast tedintosdtket.
names combined to form "Stabo") Also, othbf weapons carried instead
who designed it. (See sketch.) These of the CAd-15 wlre the Swedish K;
had snap links attached for lift-out;it."t-Sl,en gun Svith silencer; M-l carbine;.
chopper, allowed both arms to_reryrdin Mf6vith suppressor; XM-203 - all ac-
free ior firing or carrying thifigs&;d .ordiitg to jnai"iaui preference.
allowed the pistol belt to be w6rn un- RUCKSACK: Indigenous rucks only -,
done. First-aid and miscellanetus gear full, but with no extr:rneous material
(signal mirror, cut-down signaFpanel, hanging out.
mini-smokes,mini-grenades,et$)wereReprintcdbypmisionJrcmtheMgonBcrct '

by carried forward. A small gas mask was
and worn- over the right chest, and a BAR
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Viet Cong in South
Vietnam, and another. the introduc-
tion of sabotqged ammo into com-
munist ammunit ion stockoi les when-
ever possible.,

The r igged' ' rounds used in these
ops were manufactured in the United
States. then del ivered to SOG in
Saigon for delivery in or out of the
gountry. Grenades with instantane-
'ij'us fuses, 7.62mm rounds rigged to
blow uo when fired and mortar rounds
which detonated in the tube were
specialt ies of,: Operation ELDEST
SON. I

" l t  IELDEST',SON] was a good

solDtER OP_.rOnTutr;

Thc mcmben ot Studl$ rnd Obsorurilon
Group Recon Telm Hammer, Commrnd
and Conlrol South. 't970.

dividuals and teams - overland. The
agents would infi l trate into Laos and
then cross over.

Many, i f  not  a l l ,  indigenous agents
sent by SOG into North Vietnam were
doubled by the NVA and, when that
happened, SOG would play the
agents as triples - feeding harmless
but accurate information and disinfor-
mation north to cause problems.

prisoners, place mines and sensors
and plant the sabotaged roundg
developed in the E,DEST SON pro-
gram.

Wlen Blackburn took over as pom-
rfiander MACVSO(I in June 1965, he
snatched Project |EELTA's oveq-the-
fence operations ior SOG, but -ii ap-
pears that, for sonle time, the.peison-
nel used to run the missionsi st i l l
came dut of 1st Special Forces Gio'up
in Okinawa.

Undel -Blackburn and his OPS 35
commandinq off icer,  Col.  "Bul l ' i  Si-
mons; the name of the operatiqn in
Laos became PRAIRIE FIRE. Later on,
when Cambodia was added to the tar-
get list, it was called DANIEL BOONE.
North Vietnam was added even later.

The basic element of the OPS 35 ef-
fort was the SOG SpikeTeams. (Dur-
ing the later years in Vietnam the
name changed to Recon teams.)
Spike teams were a mixed force,
usually three Americans and six-to-
nine indigenous troops, cal led indigs.
The first indig troops were usually
Nungs - a Thai t r ibe of Chinese
origin which Uved in South Vietnam
- and later the majority were Mon-
tagnards, though some werq!ietnam-
ese and Laotian.

-#:
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thing, because nbthing is more beau- However, in 1968 Americans were When'pol. Simons took over, the
tiful-than"to see an ae-rial photo of a involved 1n ground actions deep in Americaripersoirnel werestill coming
mortarsite in which everything [trees, North Vietnam on what. werer;;called outiof lsJispdcial Forces Group in
people, etc.l i i-blown out from the KIT-CAT missions';i Messagei,from Okinawa.'' But, soon aftenvard,
fnortar," said a former-,$pG member. those teams.were channeled through .Special Forces troops from Okinawa

FLDEST SON also 'Or\rided grist a Nationaf Security',Agency station' were given PCS (Permanent Change
for-the. SOG troops resppnsible for named Tri: Bach,..near Hue'Phu Bai. of Station) orders and sent to Viet-
staiting rumors among tfie VC. The ..Dependirig:'on the type of message nam. In addition, word vtent back to
line went "You have to gnderstand; : received fiom the:. KIT-CAT teams it Fort Bragg, N.C., to other Special
comrades, that the Chinede [who!up-- ,:eilher went straight to Fort Belvoir, Forces troops in the 7th Special
pl iedmostof the.ammg/ol$orthViet- . '  Md.,  by "f lash" communicat ions sys- Forces Group that there was a de-
naml are having Qre;l6itficulty: maini tems or through normal military chan- mand for volunteers to run classified
taihing quality:.controtJduri$githeiE-.nels. projects in Vietnam.
cultural revolution.'" ':ljfi, *rff '.';':- SOG's most famous activities, and The Special Forces troops who ran
. . Once they he?rd that storyF'every those best reported on so far (see pp. the Spiie Team patrols trained at
tirne an NVA fired.his rifle,'or'dropped 47, i ' l 't, fell under OPS 35: strategic Bearcat, near the village of Long
a'round down ad.-ffirtar tube, it must reconnaissance patrols into La6s, Thann. ine One-Zero, or-team-leader
have been done;wi.th trepidation- - Cambodia and North Vietnam. OPS 35 school, was there, as was the
. Accorditrg to gcige of the SOG was the largest of all the OPS, had the parachute-training facility.

troops who participdtqd in the salting most men and equipment committed The Americani went' operational
of bad rounds duri_ngflDEsT SON, to it and was totally controlled by the when they were assigned to one of
the real. trick was.4ot fi4iling the am- Americans involved. SOG's four FOBs (Forward Operating
mo cache, nor $etting ir{but getting The first recon teams on the ground Bases). FOB-1 was located at iDhu Ba[
the ammo boxes open, tlpt doctored in Laos came from the Sth Special FOB-2 at Kon Tum, FOB-3 at Khe
rgu.nds in and the boxe$ resealed';-$prces Group's Project DELTA or the Sanh and FOB-4 at Marble Mountain,
wilhout leaving a trace. dlfiF- ls!,Special Forces Group's sHlNlNG Da Nang.

OPLAN 34 encompassedalfagent- BRASq project in 1964. The teams When Col. John K-€inglaub took'
insertion activities into Ndrth Viet- moved iinto the panhandle area of over as *Cornmander MACVSOG in
nam. In the early days of SOG, agents Laos lpoking for targets (camps, 1966, SOG's FOBs underwent a name
parachuted in but, as most of these caches. and choke points on the change to CCS, CCC and CCN: Com-
effods were unsuccessful, SOG system of trails and roads that made
started moving its agents - both in- up the Ho Chi Minh trail), to capture Continued on page 70



SOG'S SECR,ET WAR
Continued from Page 46

mand and Control  North (Da Nang,
Marble Mountain).  FOB-3 (Khe Sanh)
was ohased out.

At the FOBs, and later at  the Com-
mand and Control  centers,  SOG
trooos trained and planned their  mis-
sions. Missions were launched ei ther
direct ly f  rom the FOBs or f rom
Launch Sites --: just about any Ameri-
can or South Vietnamese compound
in the country.  Normal ly,  SOG troops
were expected to run one five-day
mission per month but pract ical i ty
sometimes forced trooos to exceed
that l imi t .

The Spike Teams running the f i rst
cross-border operat ions went into the
f ie ld dressed in standard Gl uni forms
but Col .  Simons demanded less-
conspicuous at t i re,  s ince any NVA or
VC with a bi t  of  sense would blast
away at  anything resembl ing an Amer-
ican jungle sui t .  l t  was Simons who
started using NVA or VC clothing and,
to a certain extent,  weapons. Spike
Teams, which had their  choice of
weapons, of ten went armed with AKs.
French MAT-49 submachine guns or
Swedish Ks. Since i t  was exoected
that Spike Teams, i f  they made con-
tact ,  would general ly be outnumbered
and have to f  ight  for  a long t ime unt i l

extracted, the basic load of  ammuni-
t ion and ordnance carr ied was exten-
sive.  One Spike Team leader to ld SOF
he sent his men out wi th a minimum
of 45 magazines, plus grenades,
claymores and sidearms.

Operational areas for recon patrols
across the fence were designated
Target Areas and given both a name
and a number.  Two examples -  Que-
bec 1 and Hotel 9 - were notoriously
bad TAs. Quebec 1 was 88 klicks from
Dak To, east of Attapeau, Laos, and
Hotel 9 was in Laos, north of the
vi l lage of  Ban Phi ladouang.

Upon insertion, standard opera-
tional procedure for the Spike Teams
was to get into the jungle quickty and
make the communists hunt for  them.
lf the Spike Teams moved around
hunt ing NVA, they r isked being am-
bushed. By hiding in the bush, ihey
could do the ambushing. Because of
that SOP, and because the terrain
where the Spike Teams operated bas
some of the th ickest bush known to
man, movement was l imi ted. One
former SOG Soike Team member said
the average movement by a team on
PRAIRIE FIRE missions was 150
meters per day.

l f  the Spike Team's major mission
was to cal l  in air  str ikes on NVA or VC
targets in the TA, th is was ac-
complished by radio relay to a FAC
(Forward Air Controller) f lying over-
head in an O-1 (s ingle-engine spotter

plane) dur ing dayt ime. The Spike
Teams or the FAC could also contact
a C-130 Airborne Command and Con-
trol  Center (ABCCC), which f lew over
Southern Laos during the day. The
dayt ime C-130 ABCCC was code nam-
ed HILLSBORO and the night- t ime
C-130 was code named MOONBEAM.
At night,  there was no O-1 overhead
for the SOG team to coordinate wi th.
SOG teams were also in contact with
a radio-relay SOG unit located at a
si te cal led EAGLE'S NEST, which was
on top of  a mountain in Laos.

With an 0-1 FAC overhead. the
Spike Team would pass target ing in-
formation to the FAC, who passed the
informat ion on to the C-130 ABCCC
and requested strike approval. The
ABCCC, not equipped with radar,
would contact  the Control  and Re-
porting Center (CRC) at Da Nang's
Monkey Mountain instal lat ion to as-
certain what aircrafi were in the area
and avai lable.  The CRC at Da Nang
would then release aircraf t  to the
ABCCC in Laos, which would oass
them on the FAC to make the air
strikes.

Al though many of  the air  str ikes
were carr ied out by Air  Force A1-E
Skyraiders, some were by Marine,
Navy or South Vietnamese aircraf t .
Al l  a i rcraf t  operat ing wi th in the
sweep of the CRC radar at Da Nang
came under i ts control ,  and i t  could
pick up air  assets f rom other CRCs or
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the Control  and Report ing Point  (CRP)
at Dong Ha (code named WATER-
BOY), i f  p lanes f ly ing against  other
target areas were diverted by weather
or i f  act ion Picked uP in Laos.

The str ikes in Laos were named
STEEL TIGER or TIGER HOUND, de'
pending on whether theY were lo-
cated north or south,  respect ively,  of
the ' l  7th Paral le l .  There was also CR
at Pleiku.

At night,  SOG SPike Teams used
essent ia l ly  the same assets,  but
could also cal l  on a C'130 LAMP'
LIGHTER to i l luminate the target wi th
f lares.

After 1967 SOG teams could cal l  on
AC-130 SPECTRES. These Planes
were armed with a mix of 7.62mm

The NVA was tel ing him i t
to go on guard.
"Miniguns",  20mm Vulcan cannons
and 40mm Bofor cannons. Later in the
war some mounted a 105mm gun.
Later-model AC-130s also had laser
designators -  which could pinpoint  a
target and direct  a bomb to i t  -  and
some sophist icated sensors (detai ls
of  which are st i l l  c lassi f ied and which
SOF has no intent ion of  d isclosing).
The innovat ions made the AC-130s
spectacular ly successf ul .

In the ear ly days of  SOG, when Col.
Blackburn commanded, American-
personnel  losses on the 45 cross-
border ops pul led dur ing that t ime
were zero.

Var ious SOG Spike or Recon Team
leaders attribute the relative ease of
operat ions in Laos and Cambodia in
those days, and under Singlaub later,
to a number of  factors:  1)  the SF per-
sonnel  assigned to SOG ear ly on were
better t ra ined and operat ions better
planned and, 2) the NVA didn' t  know
what the hel l  was going on.

Staff Sgt. Fred Zabitosky, who
worked in OPLAN 34 in 1966-67, OPS
35 in 1967-68 and SHINING BRASS,
said: "The casualties were not that
high then, compared to what we got
later, because you used to be able to
walk around Laos and Cambodia at
wi l l .  You could wave to the North Viet-
namese and they didn' t  know what
the hel l  you were doing, because al l

was his turn

your weapons were ster i le;  and you
were ster i le,  cover stor ies and
everything. Most of our people spqt(e
French too.

"Hel l ,  I  pul led up in a night RON [re-
main overnight]  posi t ion in Laos and
the damn North Vietnamese were
sleeping r ight  there next to us -  10
to 15 meters away from us in a t ruck
park."

In a s imi lar  incident,  Zabi tosky's
team pul led up in i ts RON posi t ion on-
iy to discover that  an NVA patrol  had
selected the same si te.  Sometime
during the night,  an NVA came over
and woke Zabi tosky to take his turn
on guard duty.

SOF: "He woke you upl"
" l  wouldn' t  move, so he f inal ly got

hold of  one of  my Nungs. He kept
shaking him and talk ing to him and he
f inal ly got up. He told me later that
the NVA was tel l ing him i t  was his
turn to go on guard.  The NVA had just
wandered into our RON."

Zabi tosky's Nung did his turn.
In the days when the Spike Teams

operated ster i le,  they would iun into
NVA on trai ls In broad dayl ight ,  some-
t imes without incident.

"You've got to understand,"  said
Zabi tosky,  " l  had Nungs who could
talk to them [ the NVA].  We would run
into them on the trai l  and. when I
heard them talk ing,  I  would just  step
off  the t ra i l  into the bushes."

The Spike Team Nungs would te l l
the NVA they were a lost  uni t ,  then
ask the NVA what outf i t  they were
with.

On pr isoner-snatch missions, es-
sent ia l ly  the same thing was done,
but del iberately.

" l 'd send two oeoole out in NVA
khaki  uni forms, al l  ster i le,  wi th AKs,"
said Zabi tosky.  " l 'd send them out to
jo in the company -  or  whatever uni t
i t  was -  then cal l  in an air  str ike.  At
the same t ime as the air  str ike,  they
would grab one of  the SOBs and start
running back to the team."

I t  could be that such incidents
engendered a program cal led the
APACHES, later cal led ROADRUN-
NERS, which did not start  in SOG. but

l :
; i r
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which later came under SOG's wing.
The APACHE program or ig inated in

MACV J2 ( intel l igence operat ion for
MACV) and was conducted by the
J2's Field Force. The APACHE pro-
gram authorized the Special Forces-
types assigned to it to recruit troops
from the indigenous populat ion for  in-
country act iv i t ies.

In the beginning, the APACHES
had a relatively simple assignment:
dress and act l ike a Viet Cong in Viet
Cong territory. When you get to a Viet
Cong headquarters unit, empty a
magevine, throw a grenade and haul
ass. Due to combat losses and refine-
ment of technique, the pattern chang-
ed considerably by the time it was ab-
sorbed into soc. But the basic idea
remained the same: penetrate the de-
nied areas and do damage.

The good old days in Laos - when
Soike Teams could walk around un-
molested -  came to a hal t  when the
NVA realized what they were doing
and how good they were at it.

The NVA started watching LZs for
SOG insertions and, in key target
areas, they defended the LZs heavily.
NVA trai l  watchers assigned to the
less-heavily defended lZs used bam-
boo st icks to cal l  in other NVA in the
area unt i l  enough col lected for an at-
tack.  SOG's t rooDs cal led i t  the
" jungle te lephone."  On the heavi ly
defended l-Zs, the attacks came more _

on the ground, got off the LZ and
started beating through that bush -
then the NVA had a damn problem be-
cause we had al l  the air  support  in the
world."

But by 1967-68, it was getting a lot
tougher to get Spike Teams in, so the
SOG operations staff came up with a
number of  techniques to al leviate the
problems. One was to send a swarm
of choppers into a target ir€€r 1
some making real insertions, the
others just running diversionary
passes. SOG also ut i l ized NtGHTIN-
GALE devices to cause diversions
while a team was being inserted
elsewhere. A slick would hover over
an LZ and drop in a mechanical t ire,
fight simulator to draw in the NVA-
Then a second sl ick would s l ip the
team in.  '  : :

As the war cont inued, losses on
LZs in Laos and Cambodia continued
to mount, so other techniques were
developed. One of the best was the
daisy-cutter, or 10,000-pound instant
V -  a bomb capable of  punching a
hel icopter-s ize hole in the bush.

One of the toughest Target Areas in
the tri-border area, according to
Zabitosky and verif ied by other SOG
troops, was one known as Hotel  9.

"When you ment ioned Hotel  9,  peo-

ple went the otner way," chuckled
Zabitosky. "Let's see if I can give you
a layout so you can get a general idea
of the terrain.

"Hotel 9 was up in the area where
Highway 9 crosses down into Cam-
bodia. They [ the NVA] were bui lding
highways into Cambodia. lt was sur-
rounded by 6,000-foot mountains on
both sides and there was a river on
one side.

"lt was such a tough target that we
saturated it one time with B-52s for 14
days. Then when we tried to insert a
team, they got shot off the LZ.

"lt took us five days of trying to
finally get a Hatchet Team [which was
larger than Spike Teaml into Hotel I
and, when they got there, the god'
damned North Vietnamese had mined
the landing zone, so when the guys
jumped off they blew their feet off.

"Christ ,  we tr ied for months ind
months. I  mean saturat ion bombing
unt i l  there would be nothing lef t  of
the mountains. But st i l l  they would be
burning .51 caliber, 37 and 57 mike-
mike when you got in there.

"We would blow a tank or a truck
r ight up above Hotel  9 and, within 15
minutes, they would have a tank re-
triever up there to get the goddamn
tank or truck.

"We blasted down sides of moun-
tains, because the rnountains were
near the road and it was a small road.
Well, they had about 1,500 coolies
working road repair day and night.

"Final ly,  I  told them I wanted 14
sl icks and I 'd get them [his team] into
Hotel 9.

"l put my team in the last two slicks
and 12 slicks went over and started to
insert on Hotel 9.

" l  went over the mountain, got in,
and was able to come down on Hotel
9 and run some operations.

"But Hotel 9 was a heartbreaker."
Nevertheless, on that mission,

Zabitosky's team caught a 104-truck
convoy on the road, and he stacked
up 14 jets running them in to destroy
the convoy.

ln: addition to the Spike Teams,
SOG sent out Hatchet Teams and,
much later in the war,. Exploitation
Companies- Both Hatchet Teams
(which were 23-man. platoons and
could be composed of a number of
Spike Teams), and Exploitation Com-
panies simply attempted to bring
firepower to bear on targets too hard
to get at from the air and too big for a
Spike Team.

ln addition, Hatchet Teams would
be formed up in the FOB when a
Spike Team was in trouble on the
ground: Missions to recover dcwned
airmen in the denied areas, or Spike
Teams in a heavy action were called
BRIGHTLIGHTs. SOG became heavily
involved in attempted rescues of
downed air crews, and records on
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MlAs were kept by SOG headquarters
in Saigon. Later on, the Exploitation
Companies performed rescue opera-
t lons under the supervision of
another SOG organizatlon called the
Joint Personnel Recovery Center.

"They could run those things up to
battalion size," said Jim Monaghan,
another former SOG trooper and
President of the Special Operations
Association. "And they were also us-
ed for. a couple of big raids.
Sometimes they brought the Black
Panther Ranger Battalion in with
them. That was the best and one of
the most decorated battalions in the
South Vietnamese Army.

"After Lam Son 719 [the operation
in 1972 when the South Vietnamese
invaded the Techone area of Laos,'
near the 17th Parallell, they ran a raid
40 miles into Laos and freed about
130 Vietnamese.

"They didn't play it up that much
becausethey didn't want the capablli-
ty they had to become known," con-
tinued Monaghan. "But the Viets ran
a couple of good missions to free
people." [Eds. Note: According to
Schemmer in The Raid, 91 rescue
operations were conducted in South
Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia be-
tween 1966-70. Twenty were success-
ful  in freeing 318 soldiers and 60 civ i l -
ians. One of Vietnam's untold
stories.l

SOG's Spike Teams. Hatchet

Teams and Exploi tat ion Companies,
as well as the other projects and
operations, continued until American
involvement ended in Vietnam, al.
though the level of activity decreased
significantly once the decision was
made to draw down American oar-
ticipation and turn the war over to the
Vietnamese.

But there was one final moment of
glory for SOG. lts far-flung, highly
skilled and experienced personnel
were yanked back into Vietnam from
all over the world when North Viet-
nam's Easter lnvasion started on 30
March 1972. On that day the NVA,
threedivisions strong and supported
by T-54 and PT-76 amphibious tanks,
swarmed across the DMZ and rolled
the 3rd ARVN Division back below
Quang Tri-

To stop the North Vietnamese from
taking the northern half of the coun-
try, it was necessary to pull back con-
siderable American resources, in-
cluding some of the old SOG hands.

The word went out to Soecial
Forces Groups in the U.S. and other
places in the world, and former SOG
personnel were rushed. to Eglin Air
Force Base in Florida, where they
went through a "special" 48-hour
course with the latest gunships avail-
able: the AC-130 SPECTRES (describ.
ed previously). From Florida, the
Special Forces troops rushed to
Continued on page 90
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SOG'S SECR,ET WAR,
Continued from page 76
South Vietnam's I  Corps and into
combat.  The mission was tank-
busting, and results are "rumored" to
have been spectacular. At any rate, by
16 September, the South Vietnamese
were able to retake Quang Tri.

How successful  was SOG?
That 's di f f icul t  to assess, as the

Pentagon to this day has never re-
leased any statistics. SOG, and its
many, many tentacles are stil l wrap-
ped within the ToP SEGRET classi f i -
cation so loved by the pencil pushers
in Washington and nervous nel l ies in
the State Department.

When our reporter questioned U.S.
Army off ic ials in the Pentagon about
many of the operations and proiects
described here, the reaction was:

"You're kidding."
"There are no records of these

units.  I 'm sorry,  but we can' t  help you
on this."

"No way."
Our reply is: Why not?
SOG is rumored to have been one

of the best-organized and best-run
operat ions in Vietnam. The Army
Special Forces, Marine Force Recon.
Navy SEAL and Air Force air crews
who did SOG's f ight ing were perhaps
the best in Vietnam. Without doubt,
they were the most highly trained.

SOG's troops fought hard and well
and suffered enormouslyi both then
and since. Casualty figures for SOG
have never been released. They were
buriedln the numbers of other units.
But SOG troopers imply that they
were very high at some points in the
war.

Their suffering has not yet ended.
SOG personnel listed as missing in
North Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos
are not included among the SOG per-
sonnel listed as MIA by the Depart-
ment of Defense. Former SOG per-
sonnel, a high percentage of whom
suffered wounds in Vietnam, also
report that they occasionally run into
problems dealing with the Veterans
Administrat ion.

SOG's troops wounded in Laos,
who turn to the VA for medical as-
sistance, are routinely asked to pro-
vide supporting documentation on
when, where and how they were hit.
The rec6rds don't exist or cannot be
pried loose from DOD.

While some former SOG personnel
are wi l l ing to talk about not only what
they did but where they did i t ,  many
are stil l reluctant to speak out.

However, it is long past time to do
so. As one said: "There are no oper-
ations going on today. There is
nothing we can compromise." He is
correct. The technology used by SOG
in the '60s and early '70s is old hat to-
day. The operating tactics, the com-
munists know wel l .  After al l ,  they
were on the receiving end.
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SPECIFY OTY. ANO SIZE WHEN OFOERTNG

You'il leol comlodsble
and look lantastic

No less an author i ty than ret i red
Maj.  Gen. Singlaub, head of  MACV-
SOG, has said i t  is  t ime.

At the SOAR lV Convent ion (Spe.
cial  Ooerat ions Associat ion a
group which includes SOG people
and personnel  f rom other c lassi f ied
operat ions),  Singlaub said:

" l  th ink these operat ions,  which
produced not only a great amount of
intel l igence, but destroyed an awful
lot  of  North Vietnamese regular uni ts
and incredible amounts of  suppl ies,
wi l l  be the basis of  thr i l l ing books and
movies for years to come.

"And as for  you guys who were the
stars of that program [OPS 35], the
t ime has come now when I  th ink we
have to put th is al l  together and let
the world know that there were some
pretty f ine guys who fought that  war
in Vietnam, and that what they were
doing was contr ibut ing direct ly to
the success of  our war ef for ts in Viet .
nam."

EDITOR'S NOTE: lt is for the rea-
sons out l ined above thaf Soldier of
Fortune Magazine has decided to
publish this section dedicated to
SOG. Although SOF realizes that
some of the information - quite a bit
of it - ls sti// classified, it is long
past t ime for America to know where
and how some ol l ls / lnesf so/dlers
fought and died.
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place with a Velcro closure. you'll never
know you have it on . . . 'tii l you need it. - -s l  1.95

i3 . . .  Who
Knows
What
EYi l  .  .  . t t

' l  . . .Thg
Power to
Cloud'
llents Minds .  .  . r r
. . . or at least make an attacker change

his mind!! !  Stronger than mace; instani ty
and completely incapaci tates one or a
number of  at tackers.  This non- lethal
weapon will send a stream of protection
into an attacke/s face, causing unbearable
agony. You can escape unharmed.
$9.95 + 51.OO postage.

SHAII|lW SYSTEiIS
7.0. 80t2E2n. AtulIIA 8t 3032E

NEWEST CRI
RAPID FIRE
SINCE THE
GATLING

I,"1k:JUNE'81 JUNE/81



FIRE FIGHT IN THE
A SHAU VALLEY
SOG's Recon Team Python

QOME of the most hazardous missions by Paul S. Franklin
LJ ever attempted during the entire

edge that, despite the December 1969
Cong:ressional ban on operations beyoud
the South Vietnamese borders, we con-
tinued io mount out BTs [Recon Teams]

trusted for missions in Cambodia, Laos and, yes,

alty rate ol 2OO perceit ard a fdtality
rate ol 7O percenf:-, ,ir-* *,

-.,*.Tha.lollowing account, conpiled by
1':t-,.S..9F' sbinset Pi"ul: Frankli 

-;'gbla4! an

third SOG vet, now retired, "it'll
like a combinaiion o{ Robin Moore and
H. Rider Haggard, with a Iiitle Jules
Verne thrown in lor color. The one dif-
Ierence is ihat it's all true. Some oI our
ops make the Israeli raid ou Entebbe
pale by comparison."

MACVSOG operaUons were pla..ed'
by OP-30 at MACV l, located on Pas-
teur Street in Saigon, and i:aplemented-
by regional co--and-and-control ele-
ments. These elements included Com-
mand and Conkol North (CCN) based at
Da Naug, Co--and and Control Cen-
hal (CCC) at Kon Tum and Commaad
and Control South (CCS) which operated
out oi the Cenbal Highlan& city oI Ban
Me Thuot.

The action arm of the recrional ele.
menfs was the Recon Team (R'T), usually
composed oI two Americans and a vary-
ing number o{ indigenous ruerce!.anes,
known as "little people."

Team operations consisted of area re-
connaissance on loown or suspected io-
Iiltration routes in or near enemy-base
areas to observe koop movement, snatch
POWs or call air strilces. All RTs em-
ployed code names and, as a genefii
rule, CCN teams were named Ior snakes,
CCC teams lor states and CCS teams lor
implements and weather. Although

a
recon teams amassed an enviable
oI successful missions acrainst

i i
I  t l:  ' l

I

I

v-- -'

Holds Off the NVA

Vietnam conflict were successlully pull-
ed ofi by team members oI the U.S. Mili-
tary Assistance Command Vietnam
Studies and Observation Group - better
kuown by the acronym, MACVSOG. or
simply SOG. Composed mainly oI highly
trained Army Special Forces personnel,
ttrese teams ra:n reconnaissance and ex-
ploitation missions along the Ho Chi
Minh Trail and other i:rliltration routes
i:rto South Vietnam and provided vital
intelligence on commu.nist-base areas in-
Iaos and Cambodia. On occasion, they
also launched recon teams iato North
Vietnam.

Ualortu:eately, little oI SOG's actiivities
has.come to light. Duri:rg the course of
the'war, all SOG operations carried a
top-secet classilication and required
clearaice at the highest levels of
government. Oo the Jew occasions when
SOG was, meationed i:e the media. the

whelming odds, the cost was high.$ls
estimated thai the RTs sustained e'casu-

|'gq9..e...5E "a#ir,il 
out ia :-aai"i SZ; Uy

.  ,  , : - j  .a 
, . r . , '  i  - . -  t

or.- olllclal" recolcts

'..-F;i-";T--;

,Beco;Trian PytEor"(CCM. It is based
oa'bmail reL-ords and conversatione

I

vent oI the Freedom of:Inioniratiriiff
only vervi]imited'. .infonaticii
u""-il.6fE =ilFil.= 

sEi-&"t'irfuiic I

standard DQD (Department of Delense)
response was to stonewall the
which only added to the inbigu
situatiou persists today. Despitei

with:iurviving team members andil *p-
ical oI hundreds of SOG operations car-
ried out during the U.S. i-nvolvffient in
Indochina. Moreover, it is the fiie oI an
elite lighting lorce whose memb-ers, indi-
vidually and collectiy"el*4gJways did
more tban they were rtrui-red to do. The
brave deeds oI these fofessiorial war-
riors are an inspiration;to aI who value
the American fighting'ipirit. Since the
Pentagon refuses to recdqnize the!o;'the
American public must. We dwe them al
least that much. Poor is the hation that
has no heroes. But shameful ii the one
that, having them, {orgets -L -fu' "i"i-?Jdi".i'i'e?i, B""ot ream :
I Python, consisting of four Am'ericans
and lO indigenous personaef, was in-
serted by heltopter deep witdi' enemy-

conversatlons

held territory in the A Shau Vall'by along
the South Vietnameseftaotiacl bordei.
Their mission: set up suweil.la}rce and
static roadblocks against Nbrth Viet-
namese troops attempting to back-door

"companv lbeif on'.
lar,rrd.r"i zo-ffise d'
to a colooel:ff:the :

r'.SQG ig: a
d#ir*Bni'e"r

s . .

, '
;i

. i

to a colouel':ft€:the Pentagon. Several sygn incils North Vieinam."
who hafe reid the manuscript agree Otber Iormer-SOG types echoed his
that it is a s:nitized version that provides sentiments. One NCO who -worked as an
only a very {limsy ouflins of what'SOG assistant team leader in 1969-?0 de-
was all about. {,$r.ti"a the lack o{ recognition SOG ac-

This aititude has caused bitterness_...tivities have received in DOD pubiica-
and consteraation among a number of tious on the Vietnam confllct. "Check it
former SOG personnel. They understood out yourseU,j' he urged. "You'll read
the ueed lor secrecy during the war,5ut. a-bout tle Marines, the Air Force, even
today they leel such secrecy is ri'1igui' the Iuckia' Army leg units - but you
lous. r. . 'rr. wotr,t {ibd a siagle word about SOG _

"It's as tbough we Dever existed,';. despite the fact that *" p"tt"a oII some
lamented one Lx-Recon Team leader 

-ol 
the hai:iest missions ever conceived.,,

wLo regularly operated inside Laos. "If tbe IuIl story ol ihe Special Opera-
"They [the brass] don't want to acknowl- tions Group is ever made public," said a

. i1
1

n JUNEIS1 SOLIDIBR OF FORTT'IVB 51



--:.=i;*.-- : T0tD sDCtutT
allied units at Khe Sanh supporting Lam
Son 7I9, the ARVN incursioa into Laos.
RT Python was also tasked with coor-
dinati:rg air support and communica-
tions {or Iour other RTs working the same
generai area.

A nu:nber o{ {ormidable obstacies iay
in their path. The surrounding terrain,
consisting of dense undergrowth and
kiple-caaopy overhang, was among the
most difficult sns6rrnlglgd in the Repub-
Iic o{ South Vietnam. Intelligence oI the
alea was extrem.ely old - some say two
years - and unreliable. Recent agent
reports, however, i:rdicated that a large
concentration oI NVA (North Vietnam-
ese Army), esti:aated to be at regimental
strength or above, would be moving up

Once on the ground, the RT members
spent the next five hours emplacing
mines, booby traps and automatic weap-
ons, and digging in a 6Omm mortar.
They had been spotted, however. and
soon began taking sporadic sniper fire,
as the NVA attempted to pinpoiat their
location.

Late in the afternoon, the team's assis-
tant team leader, or One-One, Staff Sgt.
Les Chapman, monitored an extract call
{rom a sister ieam which was in the area
and had just success{ully ambushed an
NVA headquarters element. Chapman
got a lix on the sister team's location and
radioed for air assets to exliltrate the
teasr, which was still in heavy contact
with the NVA.

At 2100, the team begaa takiag prob-
ilq fue from enemy recoi-lless rifles and
automatic weapons. By using organic
weapons and mines, and with tle assis-
tance of orbiting gunships, Pytlon suc-
ceeded in turniag back the enemy at-
tack, but Dot before two additional team
members were wounded. Stinger-O9
managed to knock out an NVA recoil-
less-rifle positior before departing the
area to refuel and rearrn.

throughout the aight, the team, using
infrared shobe lights and SST-2Oli
traasponders, continued to direct other
grrnsfups agaiast North Vietnamese col-
ttmns moving through the valley, about
two kilometers below their position. The
confusion sowa by the gunships succeed-
ed in driviag large contiageats of tbe
eDemy onto the open valley {loor, where
they were easy prey for the Etinig'rrn< srr6
2Omm Vulcan cannon.

At 0230, RT Pyihon received a probe
by an estimated 2O NVA with automatic
weapons. Using Ml4 "toe-poppers" and
claymore mines, they quickly suppress-
ed the enemy attack. Pieces of nine NVA
soldiers were found around the oeri-
meter at daylight.

During the night probe, tbe team also
monitoled a weak distress signal from a
survival radio, apparently transmitted
by survivors oI the previous day's hel-
icopter crash, and directed search-and-
rescue aircraft to that locatioa.

Maintaining iheir vigil throughout the
night, the team members could clearlv
obsewe heavy enemy-troop aorra-aot
along the valley floor, as NVA guides
directed their columns with low-intensitv
flashlights.

With dayiight approaching, RT Pyihon
came uader iacreasi:egly heavy enemy
pressure. Ib.y relused extraction,
however, and continued to direct air-
strikes on I[\,r{ rrnils as well as to direct
rescue efforts in an attempt to retrieve
survivors irom the downed choppe!.

During the course o{ the day's rescue
attempts, another aircraft, an OV-I
Bronco, codenamed
under a heavy {usilade

fire with NVA

again refused evacuation uatil all
search-aud-rescue operations had ceas-
ed. As darloess closed i:r on tle second
day's fighting, Python team members
directed AC-l19 Stiager and AC-13O
Spectre gunships i.n fue-suppression eI-
Iorts to protect rescue operations still i!
progress on the grouad.

five
and
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Python's mission was to stop these troons
from {:ttiag to Khe San}r.

BT Pyt\on was launched lrom phu Bai
and flowr.to a small hilltop in the vicini-
ty oI Fi:edase Thor, some six kilometers

_north. of 
.AHLij+J!. A Shau Vailey. On

the trnal_aFproacb to ltor, the troop-
carrying helicoptp-rs came utrder intense
enemy !e.- The p4ot of the lead chopper
inguired iJ the r6con team leader'or
"One-Zero," 2-dyear-oid Capt. Jim
Butler. wantedTo abort the mission.

He was tgld, "No,;' and instructed to
take the ch6ppers in. Once over the LZ.
th6 chopp6rs held a low hover but re{us-
ed to dgicend to ground level, stating
that they-had intelligence the entire LZ
had been'mined by prior occupants. At
that point,oButler leaped from the hover-
ing bird and, uiilizing the Marine Mine
Sweep Method, quickly determined
tbere were no mines on the 12. He
signaled tha choppers and they guickly
Ianded ssi rinl66jgd tbe team and their
gear.

the ialley floor under darkness.
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photographed by Studies qnd
Obsewation Group Recon Team.
Nofe -foces tumed toward cqmera.
Photographer had just occidentally
broken branch, alerting NVA to
RTs presence cr second before
photo was taken. A few seconds
Iater, 90 percent of NVA
columa was annihilated by
claymore mines

The ex{iltration aircraft arrived at
dusk and, during the rescue operation,
the pulJ.ing slick was shot down, witb the
command element o{ the beleaguered
team hanging from ropes some 100 ieet
below the chopper. HT Python continued
to mouitor lrequencies throughout tbe
aight and prepared {or a search opera-
tion at iirst light.
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At 2330, the NVA piapoiated RT
Python's position and immediately
lauached a beavy assault on all sides.
Enemy soldiers penetrated close enough
for the team to hear cleariy shouted com'
Eands and the sctearns ol wouaded
NVA. With the aid o{ gunships on sta-

' tion, RT Python was able, alter several
hours oI fierce combat, to bluat the
enemy attack. Spectre-O4, mounting
2Omm Vulcan cannon and 40nm Bal-
lour cannon, flew directly overhead and
fued 30 meters from RT Python's peri-
Eeter i! a 360-degree arc.

. Ite NVA were temporarily beaten
back and, as they regrouped to renew
their assault, Spectre-O4 struck again.
This time the NVA broke and ran, and
huadreds oI ilashlights were observed
moving helter-skelter toward the road
on the valley floor. Shortly tlereafter,
Spectre-O?. arrived on station and was
employed similarly with sinilar results.
From their hilltop positiou, Python team
members heard eerie screams of pain
and panic floatiag up foom the valley
floor.

The North Vietnamese were apparent-
Iy slow learners, howeve!, Ior at 04OO
they brought up fresh troops and re-
newed tbet attack agrainst the RT's posi-
tion, concentrating on the eastera side.
Wtren it appeared that they were ia
danger of being overrun by sheer weight
of numbers, Python's One-One employed
the 6Omm mortar as a direct-file weapou

' and was insh'umental in repulsing the at-

One hour later, as the sun was buraing
ttre last vestiges oI lungle mist off the
{oliage, a squad of gneen-unilormed
NVA was detected attemptilg to flank
the RT's position. Chapman immediately
organized a delensive party, consisting
of himsell and lour indigenous rnercen-
aries, and maneuvered to iatercept the
enemy element.

Almost simultaneously, a heavy diver-
sionary attack was launched agaiast the
mai. trody oI the recon team. Chapmau's
defensive party succeed"d i:r 66lpshing
the small NVA force, killirls two as the
remainder fled irrio the bush. The defen-
sive party then ieli back and established
a Iighting position.

When the NVA regirouped an'd renew-
ed their attack, they were again routed,
losing several more men. Chapman and
his {our "little peopie" then returned to

the main body, where they assisted in
beating o{{ the diversionary attack.

Despite the iniense enemy pressure,
RT Python again refused entreaties foom
headquarters to evacuate, irestead di-
verting the extraction aircralt to the
nearby site oI a "Brightlight" team,
which was now split and in heavy con-
tact. The NVA persisted in their efforts to
anaihilate Pythin. Heedless oI orbiting
allied aircralt, they lauached a massive
assault at 0830 in a final attempt to
overrun the team's position.

Taking heavy casualties, they still

_managed io fight their way uphill to the
RT's entrenched position, seemiagly
oblivious ol the overhead air armada.
Using B-40 rockets and automatic weap-
ons, the NVA began to swarm over the
perimeter, Iiring directly into the team's
imperiled position. Air assets on station
expended all their ordnance in an at-
tempt to save the RT.

During this final assault, a B-4O ex-
ploded inside the perimeter and the
blast knocked one of the mercenaries
outside the perimeter and several yards
downslope oi the position, amid the ad-
vancing NVA. With complete disregard
Ior his own personal safety, Chapman
charged down the slope to attempt a
rescue. Alter killing lour NVA at a
distance o{ three metets, he managred to
reach the man, now severaly wouaded.
and threw him on his back lor the return
trip io ihe team's position - some 30
meters uphill at a SO-degree angle-

As he ran back to the perimeter, the
NVA kept a heavy hail of small-arms {ire
directed at him. Several times Chapman
halted or was knocked down as rockets
and grenades exploded in close proximi-
ty. With the entire lirepower oI the RT
covering him, he {inally managed to

reach the perimeter. Tbe
was dead, however, having been hit
several more times during ihe ascent.

Recon Team Pythoa was now com-
pletely surrouaded by the NVA and, just
wheu it looked like they would go dowa
fighting to a man, a set ol A-IEs arrived
on station. Using miaiguns, rockets,
white-phosphorous bombs and CBU-32
clusters, they wiped out the eueny on
the salient and all the NVA along the
eastern perimeter. An hour later, at
1038, Python - still under heavy enemy
lire - consented to extraction. They had
been in continuous close contact with
the enemy for more than 72 hours.

I:r the alter-action report and debrief-
ings which lollowed, RT Python was oI-
fi-eially credited wiih killing 42. NVA
during this operation, as well as playing
a crucial role in directing air assets
which resulted in an additional
estimated 35O NVA killed by air.

The intensity oI the combat during this
operation may also be judged by ihe
amount oI ordnance expended. During
the three-day operation, RT Python
members expended 2O,OOO rounds oI
7.62ma ammunition through its lour -
M60 machi.e g".", 1O0 rounds oI 6Omm
mortar ammo, 5OO M79 grenades, lOO

vation Group, particularly those{who
served on the recon teams, perEe-ps
ther'e !s ao tribute more fitting than that
penned by lean Larteguy, the la{ed
French soldier/journalist who chrouicled
an earlier l[dochina co-flict. He wrote:

"I'd like to have two armies - one for
display, with lovely guns, tan&s. Iittle
soldiers, stafIs, distinguished ala aoa-
dering generals and dear little"iegimen-
tal officers, who would _be deeply con-
cerned over their generlil's bowel move--_
ments or their colonel's.piles; an iim''y$
that would be shown for a modest fee on'
every fairground i:r the couniry. i

"The other would be the reatone, com-:
posed entirely of young enthfl{asts i'r .'
camoullage uniforms, who woul{not bj
put on display but fiom whom impBssible
el{orts would be demanded and tdwhom
all sorts of tricks would be tauglt. That's
the army iu which I should like lo light."

The latter is the army in wtisS 15s
MACVSOG people did fieht. (-

\,-V -r

7. '

M26 grenades, I,OOO

tte men oI the Studies and Opser-

tack. Although Chapman was

enemy affif had dropped to hght
sniper lire. The lutl, however, was not
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