




20th Special Operations Squadron History for
I January 1994 to 31 December 1994

- MISSION -

(U) The mission of the 20th Special Operations Squadron (Green Hornets) is to employ the MH-53J
Pave Low, in support of National Command Authorities and higher headquarters-directed operations.
Our highly complex mission also includes unconventional warf.are (UlUf) and psychological operations
(PSYOPS). The squadron is tasked to conduct day or night adverse weather penetratiotr i*tto hostile or
enemy controlled territory to accomplish covert infiltrations, exfiltrations, aerial gunnery support, and
reinforcement and resupply of UV forcgs. Corollary missions include (1) personnel ricovery, (zishipboard
operations' (3) medical evacuation, (4) humanitarian and civic actions, (5) photo ,..orrrr"-irrance, and (e)
other missions as directed by higher headquarters.

- ORGANIZATION -

(U)The 20 SOS is located at Hurlburt Field, Florida (Eglin Auxiliary Field number nine) and supports
numerous deployments worldwide. Ve have over 550 personnel assigned with over 350 in aiicraf.t
maintenance and support, 54 pilots, 6a flight engineers, and 57 aerial gunners. The organization of the
squadron falls into seven functional areas; combat readiness, requirements and ..ro.r...i, operations and
training, flightline operations, sortie generation, mission logistics, and technical administration.

- OTHER RESOURCES -

(U) Squadron equipment: 14 special operations forces configured MH-53J Pave Low IIIE helicopters
outfitted with several specialized weapons, avionics , and alternate insertion and extraction equipmeni and
2 A'model afucraft for training/ restricted uses. The squadron is projected to possess 24 primary airframes
and one more ttaining/restricted use airframe. The aircraft weapons can be configured with the GAU-
2A/B 7.62mmminigun and/ or the GAU-18 .50 caliber heavy machine gun in 

"tty1f 
the three weapons

stations. Avionics and sensor equipment includes : (1) AN/APQ-158 terrain following/terrain avoidance
tadat, (2) AN/AAQ'IS forward looking infrared sensor (FLIR), (3) CN-1656finglaser gyro inertial
navigation unit, (4) AN/ASN-99A proiected map display, (5) RC-RPU-3A global poiitioning system, (6)
AN/APN-2218 doppler navigation set, (Z) CP-1733/A mission computer, 1S; auaf 1553B a"L l"rr.t, (fj
CV-4081 bus interface unit, (10) AN/ASN-151 symbol generatoifor both heads-up and heads-do*"
display systems, (11) AN/ALE-4O flare and chaff dispensers, (12) ALR-69 radar *"rnitrg receiver, (13)
ALQ-162 electronics countermeasures system, (14) AtQ -157 infrared countermeasures system, (ts)
AN/AAR-47 Missile'V'arning System (16) securable voice and datacommunications via UHF, VHF, FM,
SATCOM, HF, and UHF Have Quick II anti-jam radios, and(1,7) AN/ARS-6(V) Personnel Locator and
Rescue System (LA_RS): Personal equipment and weapons include: (1) ANVIS-6 (3d generation) and ITT
F4949 aviator's night vision imaging rystems (night vision goggles), (2) M-9 9mm pistols, (3) GAU-5.56mm
assault rifles, (4)M-203 40mm grenade launchers, (5) M-SZO l,2-gavge shotguns, (6)1y'-/g 4Omm grenade
launchers, (7) kevlar personal body armor, (s) MBU-1 9 /P intigraied aircrewlassault chemical ?efense
eye/respiratory protection (AERP$ equipment, (9) helicopter emergency egress device system (HEEDS),
(10) PRC-112 survival radio, and (11) SARVIP survival vests.

- ASSIGNED AIRCRAFT -



63-3693 Received from KAFB 08 Jan
63-3694 Received from KAFB 14 Oct
67-4994 Received from NADEP 2l Dec
67-4995 Received from NADEP 05 Aug
68-0356 Sent to NADEP May
68-0364
68-0367 Received from NADEP 16 Aug
68-0369 Sent to NADEP 01 Nov
68-0923 Received from NADEP 76 Dec
68-0930 Sent to 21 SOS 07lun
68-8284 Sent to NADEP May
69-5785 Sent to NADEP 23 Jul
69-5789 Received from NADEP 15 Jul

RANK/NAME

Lt Col Donald L. Hoover
CMSgt Gregory A. Kebil
SMSgt Jerry D. Jones
Lt Col Robert R. Maldonado
Major Mark E. Lesage
Major Mark A. Clark (USMC)
Capt Darrel B. Bach
Maior Larry V. Hudson
Maior Lin A. Mack
Major Mark A. Markwood
Capt David A. House
MSgt Michael S. Sullivan
MSgt Donald D. Miller
CMSgt Robert L. Middleton
Capt Matthew J. Shozda
Major Michael'W.. Taylor
Capt Timothy K. Toomey

As of 31 December 1994
(UNCLASSIFIED)

- KEY PERSONNEL -
As of 31 December 1994

(UNCLASSIFIED)

69-5790 Sent for SLEP upgrade 72Jul
69-5791, Received from NADEP 09 Dec
69-5793 Sent ro NADEP 1,7 Feb
69-5794 Sent to 21 SOS 07 Jun
69-s796
70-1625 Received from NADEP 05 May
70-1626 Received from NADEP 27 Aug
70-1629 Received from NADEP 15 Dec
70-1630 Received from NADEP 14Jan
70-1631Received from NADEP 14 Oct
73-1649 Sent to 31 SOS 16 Dec
73-1652 Sent to NADEP 23 Jul

POSITION

Squadron Commander
Chief Enlisted Manager
Squadron First Sergeant
Operations Officer
Assistant Operations Officer
Assistant Operations Officer
Squadron Section Commander
Maintenance Officer
Chief, Operations Division

Chief, Var Readiness Division
Chief, Support Division
Flight Engineer Superintendent
Aerial Gunner Superintendent
Maintenance Superintendent
Chief, Standardization and Evaluation Branch
Chief, Safety Branch
Intelligence Officer



- CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS
(UNCLASSIFIED)

EVENT (DATES)

Operation Provide Promise (22 Dec 93- 12 Oct 94)

Bilateral Training (6-M Jan)

Static Display (10 Jan)
Static Display (la Jan)

Flyover Demonstration (1a Jan)
Mountain TFITA Training (74Jan - 20 Feb)
Flyover Demonstration (18 Jan)

Static Display (21Jan)

Static Display (27 Jan)

Joint Resources Training 9a-1 (1-18 Feb)

Static Display (9 Feb)
Heavy Veight Test/ Desert (28 Feb- 6 Mar)
Operations Training
Adaptive Joint Force Package (2S Feb- 21 Apr)

Coronado (7-22Mar)

Joint Resources Training 94-2 (10 Mar-14 M"y)

Static Display (1,7 Mar)
DLQ's (15-18 Mar)

Bilaterul Training (21-24 Mar)

COMMENTS

Starting in December 1993 and continuing
throughout the year this operation
encompassed personnel and equipment
usage from it's lowest point of 0

helicopters, 0 aircrews, and 18 maintenance
personnel to it's highest point of.2 aircraft,
6 aircrews and 27 maintenance.
4 Aircraft with 5 crews for bilateral
training at Oceana NAS, Va.
1 Aircraft for Commando Look Program.
1 Afucraft for the visit of General
Nishimoto- Chairman of the Joint Staff
Counsel of Japan.
Maxwell AFB, Al.
3 Aircraft with 4 crews at Asheville, N.C.
2 Aircraft with 2 crews for the AFSOC
Change of Command.
1 Aircraft for the USAF Special Operations
School.
1 Afucraft for the USAF Special Operations
School.

7 Aircraft, t0 crews, and 58 maintenance
personnel for training with other service
operators at Hunter Army Air Field, Ga.
1 Aircraft for the J-5 Action Officer Visit.
4 Aircraft, 5 crews, and 35 maintenance
personnel to 29 Palms, Ca.

3 Aircraft, 3 crews, 28 maintenance
personnel operating from Oceana NAS,
with the USS George Vashington.

2 Airctaft, 2 crews, 25 maintenance
personnel to conduct training in Coronado
NAS, Ca. with other service SOF
personnel.

Training with other service operators at
Fort Bragg, N.C.
For Bell- Boeing CY-22 Team.
2 Aircrafq 3 crews, and 27 maintenance
personnel at Oceana NAS, Va.

3 Aircraft, 3 crews, 32 maintenance
personnel at Lawson Army Air Field, Ga.



training with other SOF personnel.

- CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS .
(continued)

(LINCLASSIFIED)

EVENT (DATES)

Bilateral Training (22-31 Mar)

SMOTEC Deployment (23 Mar- 9 Apr)

Guppy Flight (30 Mar- 2 Apr)

Bilateral Training (10-19 Apr)

Bilateral Training (a-la Apr)

Static Display/ Orientation Flight (22 Apr)

Bilateral Training (25 Apr)

Bilateral Training (25 Apr)

Bilateral Training (26 Apr)

Static Display (26-27 Apr)

Static Display/ Aerial Demonstration (17 May)

Bilateral Training (17 May)

Bilateral Training (23-26 M"y)

Mountain TF/TL Training (23May- 17 Jul)

Static Display (31 May)

COMMENTS

4 Aircraft, 4 crews, and 40 maintenance
personnel at Pope AFB, N.C. training with
other service SOF personnel.
1 Aircraft and 1 maintenance person to
Dahlgren NAS, Va. for SMOTEC testing.
1 Aircraft, 1 crew, and 15 maintenance
personnel atFt. Campbell Ky. for C-5load
training.
3 Aircraft, 3 crews, and 28 maintenance
personnel at Camp Gurnsey, Vy. training
with other service SOF personnel.
3 Aircraft with 2 crews at Hurlburt Field,
Fl. training with other service SOF
personnel.
2 Aircraft with Z crews f.or 70 USAF
Academy Cadets
2 Aircraft with 2 crews at Hurlburt Field,
Fl. training with Air Force SOF personnel.
1 Aircraft with t crew at Hurlburt Field,
Fl. for FARP training with 15 SOS.
2 AfucraftwithZ crews at Hurlburt Field,
Fl. training with SEAL Team 1.
2 Aftcraft with Z crews at Hurlburt Field,
Fl. for the Brigadier Generals Orientation
Course.

2 Aircraft and 2 crews at Hurlburt Field,
Fl. for the Honorable Valter B. Slocombe,
Principal Deputy Under Secretary of
Defense.
2 Aircraft with 2 crews at Hurlburt Field,
Fl. training with other service SOF.
4 Aircraft with 4 crews at Hurlburt Field,
Fl. supporting the Have Ace Program.
3 Aircraft, 3 crews, and 34 maintenance
personnel training at Asheville, N.C.
1 Aircraft with 1 crew at'V'arner Robins
AFB, Ga. for the MH-53J Branch at the
Logistics Depot.



Intrepid Varrior (5-12 Jun)

EVENT (DATES)

SMOTEC Support (1-3 Jun)

DLQ's (31 May- 4 Jun)

Major CAPEX 9a (11-1s Jun)

2Oth Change of Command (10 Jun)

Bilateral Training (20-22 Jun)

Eroded Mind (20-2a Jun)

Tricky Teen (24-27 Jun)

AFSOC Change of Command (n-2a Jun)
DLQ's (21- 2a Jun)

Bilateral Training (27,24 Jun)

Test Support (28-29 Jun)

Static Display (7 Jul)

Aerial Demonstration (Z-8 Jul)

Joint Resources Training (B-2a Jul)

3 Aircraft, 5 Crews, and 35 maintenance
personnel at Ft. Campbell, Ky. training
with other service SOF personnel.

- CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS -
(continued)

(LINCLASSIFIED)

COMMENTS

1 Aircraft and 1 crew at Hurlburt Field.
Fl. to support SMOTEC testing.
3 Aircraft, 4 crews, and 27 maintenance
personnel at Oceana NAS, Va.
5 Aircraft, 6 crews, and 42 maintenance
personnel at Ft. Bragg,N.C. training with
other service SOF and demonstrating our
capabilities.
Lt. Col. Donald L. Hoover assumed
command of the 2Oth from Lt. Col. Russell
E. Rakip, Jr.
2 Aircraftwith2 crews at Hurlburt Field,
Fl. supporting the Have Ace program.
2 lrircraft with 2 crews at Hurlburt Field,
Fl. training with other service SOF.
2 Aircraft with 3 crews at Hurlburt Field,
Fl. training with other service SOF.
2 Aircraft with 2 crews at Hurlburt Field.
3 Aircraft, 3 crews, and 18 maintenance
personnel at Oceana NAS, Va.
2 Aircraft with 2 crews at Hurlburt Field,
Fl. supporting the Have Ace Program.
1 Aircraft with crew to support AFSOC
C2 testing at Hurlburt.
1 Aircraft and 1 crew at Hurlburt Field,
Fl. for the AFSOC JROTC cadets.
2 Aircraft and 2 crews at Hurlburt Field,
Fl. for the AFSOC Commander change
of command ceremony.
8 Aircraft, 10 crews, and 57 maintenance
personnel at Hunter Army Air Field, Ga.
training with other service and Air Force
SOF personnel.
7 Aircraft and 7 crews at Hurlburt Field,
Fl. for the USAF Special Operations
School.

Static Display (21Jul)



Adaptive Joint Force Package (31 Jul- t7 Aug) 3 Aircraft, 4 crews, 32 maintenance
personnel operating from New River NAS,
N.C. with the USS Ponce.

- CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS .
(continued)

(LINCLASSIFIED)

EVENT (DATES)

Bilateral Training (01-10 Arg)

Test Flight (01-07 A.rg)

Test Flight (01-07 Arg)

Static Display (02 Aug)

Aerial Demonstrarion (OS-10 A.rg)

Static Display (09 Aug)

Static Display (09 Aug)

Orientation Flights (10-11 ArS)

Test Flight (16-13 A.rg)

Orientation Flight (16 Aug)

Bilateral Training (23-25 Arg)

Distinguished Visitor Flight (25 Aug)

Flight Test (22-2s Arg)

Static Display (2S Aug)

COMMENTS

2 Aircraft with 2 crews at Hurlburt Field,
Fl. supporting SEAL Team 4 with call for
fire, FARP, and other training.
Flights supporting tests for the new
VOR/ILS installation at Hurlburt Field.
Flights supporting tests of the band IV
missile test evaluation of new expendables
at Hurlburt Field.
1 Aftcraft and, 1crews at Hurlburt Field,
Fl. for NAVSPEC\IAR.
2 Aircraft and 2 crews at Hurlburt Field,
Fl. DR. Sheila E. Vidnall, the Secretary
of the Air Force.
1 Aircraft and. 7 crew at Hurlburt Field,
Fl. for the Air Force Office of Scientific
Research.
'1. Aftcraft and I crew at Hurlburt Field,
Fl. for the Commando Look Program.
2 Akcraft and 2 crews at Hurlburt Field,
Fl. supporting the Commando Look
Program.
1 Aircraft and 1 crew at Hurlburt Field,
Fl. supporting the 18th Flight Test
Squadron's SATCOM tests.
1 Aircraft and l crew at Hurlburt Field,
Fl. for the Air Force Inspector General;
Lt. Gen. Anderson.
2 Aircraft and 4 crews at Hurlburt Field,
Fl. supporting Have Ace.
1 Aircraft and crew at Hurlburt Field, Fl.
for Maj. Gen. Davis; Army Special Forces
commander.
1 Aircraft and 3 crews at Hurlburt Field
to support Heavyweight tests.
1 Aircraft and crew at Hurlburt Field, Fl.



Static Display (25 Aug)

EVENT (DATES)

Bilateral Training (28-01 Sep)

Bilateral Training (06-23 Sep)

Bilateral Training (0S Sep)

Cross Country Flight (7-8 Sep)

Static Display/ Aerial Demonstration (9-12 Sep)

Static Display (6 Sep)

Bilateral Training (12-1a Sep)

Bilateral Training (12 Sep)

Bilateral Training (13-15 Sep)

Flight Test (13 Sep)

Safety Day (16 Sep)

for Maj. Gen. Davis; Air Force Intelligence
Chief for the Air National Guard and
Reserve.
1 Aircraft and crew at Fort Benning, Ga.
for the dedication ceremony at the Ranger
Memorial.

CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS.
(continued)

(LINCLASSIFIED)

COMMENTS

5 Aircraft, 6 crews, and 32 maintenance
personnel at Fort Campbell, Ky. training
with other service SOF personnel on an
FTX.
3 Aircraft, 4 crews, and 25 maintenance
personnel at Camp Leieune, N.C. training
with other service SOF personnel and
supporting the Adaptive Joint Force
Package.

Hurlburt Field, Fl. training with other
SOF personnel for call for fire training.

1 Aircraft, 1 crew, and 1 maintenance
person to support USSOCOM visit.
1 Aircraft, 1 crews and 2 maintenance
people at OceanaNAS, Va. Open House/
Air Show.
1 Aircraft at Hurlburt Field, Fl. for the
76 Operations Group change of command
ceremony.
1 Aircraft with 2 crews at Hurlburt Field,
training other service SOF personnel in
call for fire procedures.

2 Aircraft and 2 crews at Hurlburt Field,
providing infil/ exfil training for the
Ranger school.
2 Aircraft and 4 crews at Hurlburt Field,
Fl. training with other Air Force SOF
personnel in craft deployment.

1 Aircraft and crew at Hurlburt Field
supporting flight tests of the upgraded
radar altimeter.

Squadron no fly d^y to hold safety
awareness day.



Restore Democracy (17 Sep- 28 Oct)

Provide Promise (12 Oct- 30 Nov)

Static Display (26 Oct)

12 Aircraft, 16 crews, and73 maintenance
personnel deployed for contingency to
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.
2 Crews and 18 maintenance to support
shortages within the 21st SOS.
1 Aircraft and crew at Hurlburt Field, Fl.
for the Royal Air Force Squadron
commanders.

- CHRONOLOGY OF EVENTS -
(continued)

(TINCLASSIFIED)

EVENT (DATES)

Static Display (27-28 Oct)

Static Display (2S Oct)

Static Display (31 Oct)

Flight Test (2 Nov)

Mountain TFITA Training (1 Nov- 14 Dec)

Static Display (09 Nov)

Static Display (15 Nov)

Static Display (15 Nov)

Copious Red (16 Nov)

Static Display (29 Nov)

Provide Promise (30 Nov)

Distinguished Visitor Flight (5-6 Dec)

Bilateral Training (03-09 Dec)

COMMENTS

1 Aircraft at Hurlburt Field, Fl. for
AFSOC life support training.

1 Aircraft and all available personnel at
Hurlburt Field, Fl. for the retirement
ceremony of Chief Jon Knox.
1 Aircraft and crew at Hurlburt Field, Fl.
for AFSOC media day.
1 Aircraft and crew at Hurlburt Field
supporting Avionics upgrade testing.
3 Aircraft, 3 crews, and 34 maintenance
personnel at Asheville, N.C.
1 Aircraft and crew at Hurlburt Field, Fl.
for the USAF Special Operations School.
1 Aircraft and crew at Hurlburt Field, Fl.
for the Commando Look Program.
1 Aircraft and crew at Hurlburt Field, Fl.
for the House Appropriations Committee
visit.
5 Aircraft and 5 crews at Hurlburt Field,
Fl. training with other service SOF
personnel.
1 Aircraft and crew at Hurlburt Field, Fl.
for the DOXJ capabilities brief.
18 Maintenance personnel to support 21st
SOS operations.
4 Aircraftand crews for Dr. Sheila Vidnall;
Secretary of the Air Force.
2 ltircraft and 4 crews from Hurlburt Field,
Fl. to Lawson Army Air Field, Ga. training
with other service SOF personnel (out and
back).



Cross Country (8-11 Dec)

Distinguished Visitor Flight (la Dec)

Static Display (19 Dec)

Flight Test (20-21 Dec)

7 Aircraft and crew for instrument
training.
3 Aircraft and crews for Gen. Rivera; 81
Medical Group CC from Keesler AFB,
1 Aircraft and 7 crews at Hurlburt Field,
Fl. for Congressman elect Scarborough.
1 Aircraft and crew at Hurlburt Field and
Eglin AFB testing NVG lighting and new
navigation systems upgrades.

. COMMENTARY.

(U) The 20th started the year in support of our sister squadron the 2l SOS in theater operations
from San Vito, Italy. As the year progressed this commitment rose and fell reflecting the requirements
placed upon us by the 21st. At our highest commitment we had 2 aircraft,6 aircrews, and 27 maintenance
people in December 7993 through October 1994 timeframe, and between 12 October and 30 November
we had all personnel available for other operations. On 30 November we were tasked to provide
maintenance support again to the 21st.

(U) During April 1994 the Air Force announced that the 20 SOS maintenance branch had earned
the 1993 Air Force Maintenance Effectiveness Award for "successful completion of critical support to
Operations DESERT SHIELD, DESERT STORM, DESERT CALM, and SOUTHERN \$flATCH, " and
" the unit again exhibited outstanding devotion to the Air Force mission as it provided integral support
to Operation PROVIDE PROMISE". General Bailey presented us with the plaque in June..

(U) Our maintenance branch discovered in August that the jettison mechanism on the MH-53J
auxiliary tank pylons was inoperative. They immediately established OTI criteria locally and suggested
to all H-53 units worldwide as well as depot maintenance to make the necessary inspections as well to
prevent catastrophic failure during a critical portion of emergency procedures.

(U) In September the 20th was called upon to support our beliefs in Operation Restore Democracy
out of Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. Vithin 24 hours of notification we launched 12 aircraft with crews out
of 15 available and two spares ready! This is another first for the 20th. Vhile deployed the 20th flew 196
sorties for a total of 716.8 hours in support of this operation. Only the advanced capabilities and mission
focus of all personnel involved can produce these types of results.

(U) Also in September the production section of maintenance identified problems with primary
servo bolts on the aircraft main rotor head. The identified problems resulted in an Air Force wide OTI
for these bolts and prevented numerous gear box problems.

(U) Captain Toomey and TSgt'$/alters (20 SOS Intelligence shop) deployed on 1,7 September with
the rest of the 20th personnel to support 16 SO\f operations in Cuba. Being the 16 SO\f representatives
they were responsible for all facets of intelligence support during the planning of operation Restore
Democracy. Once on site they established coordination with theJSOTF-2J-2 office and communicated
specific informationto 16 SO\f to support combat operations and developed more pertinent facets of the



evasion and recovery plan for all JSOTF personnel.

(U) In December 1994 the lSth TFS made preparations to attend the 80% critical design review (]an
'95) for the IDAS/MATT system being designed and flight tested for use in the MH-53j. The eariier
version of this system the COMANDO/MATT system was a test bed for the new system that is designed
to give real time intelligence to the aircrew. IDAS (interactive defensive avionics system) correlates all EV
receivers, jammers, and dispensers, and allows up to full automatic control of onboard E'til/ systems using
current R\fR symbology. The system will have tailored threat parameters that wiil allow for
preprogrammed threats to a given flight plan and real time updates to discovered threats enroute.

- COMMENTARY.
(continued)

(U) The maintenance section again improved in house by identifying numerous national stock
numbers for parts that were no longer needed in the war readiness spares kits (VnSK) of the 2Oth. Action
was taken to delete these items from the VRSK and thereby reduce weight, space, and make room
available to install more commonly used parts in the \/RSK.

(U) 20th Life support this year incorporated the new SARVIP survival vest as part of the repertoire
of aircrew equipment. This vest is designed to improve survivability of aircrew members during high "G"
crashes and incorporates a single point hook up point for extraction. All crewmembers were outfitted with
the new vests early in the year. The new AERPS (Aircrew Eye and Respiratory Protection System) gear
was received and inspected by mid year. Procurement and timely acceptance inspections by life support
personnel of new Mustang anti-exposure suits this year brought squadron levels to lOO%. Life support also
obtained several sets of 4949 NVG's. These are designed to enhance aircrew night vision well above the
standard for the ANVIS-6 goggles presently in use.

(U) The intelligence section of 20 SOS came into their own this year being a conduit between the
20th, AFSOC, and all the forces we worked with both in training and contingencies. They developed
comprehensive challenging scenarios for all 16 SO\f forces training throughout the year. Early in 1994
they developed a rapid deployment package that contains pertinent current intelligence to include maps
of the affected areas and make establishment of operations in deployed locations smoother and faster. The
intelligence personnel have also made a point to deploy to all JRT's this year to activate their packages and
upgrade scenario development.

(U) The training section (operations) handled a full upgrade schedule and successfully managedg2
training events. The main focus of training went to AERPS and call for fire certification. Training section
personnel managed a 600/o increase in these events making the status of these items 80% certified. Training
also instituted and managedthe "Green Flight" program which was designed to orient new crewmembers
to our mode of operations. This program now substantially reduces the training time required to make
new crewmembers viable assets to the 20th. Training also managed the new physical training program and
ensured l00o/o of squadron aircrew were tested and could manage the upcoming physical requirements.
'$[hen training shop was notified that training slots were available at the new simulator in Kirtland AFB,
NM they immediately began sending crews for simulator training. Vhile deployed to operation Restore
Democracy the training section personnel ensured all pilots were trained in new heavy weight operations

10



and emergency procedures; reducing risk factors for the operation greatly.

(U) 1994 saw the retirement of 2 Pave Low icons. Chief Master Sergeant Jon Knox and SeniorMalter Sergeant Richard Pinkowski retired during 1gg4. Both were engineers from the ,,initial cadre,,(referring to the first group of Hurlburt personnel f,ualified to fly the midified H-s: afrer it,s arrival in1980) of Pave Low engineers and *e.e 
"n 

inexhaustlble source of knowledge and experience in the pave
community. Both will be sorely missed.

- COMMENTARY -
(continued)

(U) 1994 Marked theyear that TSgt Dale Robinson finished his unofficial history of the 20 SOS.Due to some of the sources used to compile this history and lack of augmented documentation it wasnecessary to makeit unoffici-al. A copl'ofthis history is included with sup-port documents in this history.TSgt Robinson also co-authored 
" .bo3\ for the Special operations ̂ S^chool 

this year entitled ,,Air
Commando! 1950-1975;25 years at the Tip of the Spear.

(U) The 20 SoS had opportunity to host the visit of an MH-53E helicopter this year. Thisenhancement of the basic H-53 has 
" -.t.h 

greater gross weight, range, and speed io ,rpfort customerrequirements and leapfrog AFSOF into an entirely iew categ-o ty of i"^ny lift. 
^nffort, 

.orriirr,.r. ro pursueprocurement of this aircraft to complement the Cy-22.

(U) Testing was conducted by !!. 1sth Flight Test Squadron numerous times this year supportedby the 20 sos and supporting the MH-5 3J airfiame and the soF community. Enhancements includecompletion of heavy weight testing f.or the H-s3., upgrading 
-"*i*.rrn 

gros weight from 42,ooolbs. to46,000lbs' Testing of the Kalman filter and other ift*"r. upgrades were completed and installationbegan on 5 December' Testing of new NVG's that increase gain by aor.. and have alargerexit pupil lenseswas completed by December and resulted in the 16 so\r Jrdering new goggles to replace existing sets.

11



. COMMENTARY.
(continued)

(LTNCLASSIFIED)

The 20 SOS is credited with the following awards:

DATE A\TARD

Mar 1,944- Apr 7944 Distinguished Unit Citation (Burma and India)
Jul1,963- Jun 1965 Air Force Outstanding Unit Award
Jan 1966-M;ar 1966 Air Force Outstanding Unit Award w/ Combat V Device
Mar 1,966-Mar 1967 Presidential Unit Citation (Southeast Asia)
Nov 1966- Apr 1967 Air Force Outstanding Unit Award w/ Combat V Device
Jun 1,967- Apr 7972 Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross w/ Palm
Jul1967- Jun 1968 Air Force Outstanding Unit Award w/ Combat V Device

lan 1,968- Aug 1968 Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross w/ Palm

Jun 1968- Jun 1968 Air Force Outstanding Unit Award w/ Combat V Device

Jun 1968- Jun 1,969 Presidential Unit Citation (Southeast Asia)
7968- 7968 Vietnam Service Medal (Vietnam Air Offensive Phase III)
1968- 1969 Vietnam Service Medal (Vietnam Air Offensive Phase IV)

lul1.969- Apr 1971. Air Force Outstanding Unit Award (1 SO\$f)
1969- 7969 Vietnam Service Medal (Vietnam Summer- Fall)
1969- 1969 Vietnam Service Medal (TET 69/ Counteroffensive)
1969- 1970 Vietnam Service Medal (Vietnam'S7'inter- Spring)

Jul 1,970- Jun 1.971. Air Force Outstanding Unit Award w/ Combat V Device
7970- 1970 Vietnam Service Medal (Southwest Monsoon)
7970- 1970 Vietnam Service Medal (Sanctuary Counteroffensive)
1970- 1971 Vietnam Service Medal (Commando Hunt V)

Sep 1.971- Dec 1.971 Air Force Outstanding Unit Award w/ Combat V Device
1971,- 1971 Vietnam Service Medal (Commando Hunt IV)
7971- 1972 Vietnam Service Medal (Commando Hunt IV)

Jan L976-M;ar 1977 Air Force Outstanding Unit Award (1 SO\f)
Nov 1978- Mar 1,979 Air Force Outstanding Unit Award

Jul1979- May 1980 Air Force Outstanding Unit Award (1 SO\$f)
May 1980- Apr 1982 Air Force Outstanding Unit Award (1 SO$f)
M:ay 1.982- Apr 1984 Air Force Outstanding Unit Award
}'.{ay 1982- Apr 1984 Air Force Outstanding Unit Award w/ Combat V Device (1 SO\f)
May 1985- Apr 1987 Air Force Outstanding Unit Award (1 SO\f)
May 1988- Apr 1990 Air Force Outstanding Unit Award (1 SO'$f)
Dec 1989- Jan 1990 Expeditionary (Panama)
Dec 1989- Jan 1990 Joint Meritorious Unit Award (1 SO\f)

lan 1,991- Mar l99l Joint Meritorious Unit Award (1 SO\U/)
Apr 1,992- Apr 1994 Air Force Outstanding Unit Award (16 SO\f)
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BTOGRAPHY

OF

LIEUTENANT COLONEL ROBERT RAFAEL I,IALDONADO

Lieutenant Colonel Maldonado was born in New York City on March 1-0,
L954 but soon moved to Bad Tolz, Germany where his father served
with the U.S. Army, Loth Striecial Forces croup. Growing up, Lt Col
Mal-donado l ived in Germany, Venezuela,  Peru,  and Mexico.  He
graduated from The Gunnery Preparatory School in l97L and in 1-975
earned his Bachelor of Science degree in Mechanical Engineering
from Vil lanova University, PA. He was commj-ssioned (ROTC) in the
United States Marine Corps in L975.

After commissioni-ng, Lt CoI Maldonado attended the Basic School,
Marine Corps Base, Quantico, VA graduating as an Honor Student. He
completed Undergraduate Helicopter training at NAS Whit ing Field,
FL, receiv ing his wings as a Marine aviator in L977. Fol lowing
qual i f icat ion in the CH-53A/D hel icopter,  he jo ined the Heawy
Marine Hel icopter Squadron 462 (HMH-462),  Futenma, Okinawa. In
L97A, Lt  CoI Maldonado was assigned to the Heawy Marine Hel icopter
Squadron 353 (Hlvtr i -363) and in L979, to Hel icopter Marine Training
Squadron 3OL (HMT-301),  Tust in,  CA. Whi le in the Marine Corps, Lt
CoI Maldonado served as a CH-53A/D aircraft commander, instructor
pi lot ,  f l ight  sect ion leader,  funct ional  check pi lot ,  nuclear-
biological-chemical(NBC) of f icer,  and f l ight  l ine div is ion of f icer.

Lt Col Maldonado left active duty in 1-980 to work with Nalco
Chemical Company in Corpus Christ i ,  TX as a Chemical Sales
Engineer.  In L982, he jo ined the Burnside-Ott  Corporat ion as a T-
34/TH-57 f l iqht  instructor for  the U.S. Navy at  Whit ing Field,  FL.

In 1-983, Lt  Col  Maldonado jo ined the United States Air  Force and,
fol lowing qual i f icat ion t ra in ing at  Kir t land AFB, was assigned to
the 2Oth Special  Operat ions Squadron, 1st  Special  Operat ions Wing,
Hurlburt Field, FL. He served as an MH-53J Aircraft Commander,
Director of  Plans and MH-53J planner wi th the 2nd Air  Div is ion
Special  Mission Plans Sect ion.  He was the squadron Execut ive
Officer when he left Hurlburt j-n L987 for his next assignment in
the Pentagon.

At the Pentagon, Lt CoI Maldonado was assigned to Headquarters
United States Air  Force, Directorate of  Special  Operat ions,  Deputy



Chief of Staff for Plans and Operations as a Special Operations
Staf f  Off icer responsible for  a l l  USAF SOF vert ical  l i f t  forces.
In this role, he was instrurnental in relocating MH-53J training
aircraft to Kirt land and in acquir ing USMC CH-53A aircraft for USAF
SOF training. On special assignment to the Assistant Secretary of
Defense for Special Operations and Low Intensity Confl ict
(ASD(SO/LIC) ), Lt CoI Maldonado prepared a cornprehensive report on
USAF SOF training requirernents.  In 1-989, he jo ined the OASD(SO/LIc)
staff as the the Mil i tary Assistant to the Deputy Assistant
Secretary of  Defense (SO/LIC).  He completed his Pentagon tour as
the Director,  Air  Requirements for  the ASD(SO/LIC).

In 1-991-, Lt CoI Maldonado was assigned to the Peruvian Air Command
and Staf f  CoIIege in Lima, Peru,  ds a Foreign Exchanqe Off icer
graduating in L992. While a student, he authored the book
Contrasubversion: Real idades y Al ternat ivas,  a study on
counterinsurgency, in Spanj-sh, for which he was awarded the Joint
Service Achievernent Medal.

In 1,992, Lt Co1 Maldonado requali f ied in the MH-53J PAVELOW
hel icopter at  Kir t land AFB and rejoined the 2Oth Special  Operat ions
Squadron as the Assistant Operations Off icer and Operations
Off icer.  In these posi t ions he led the uni t  in over 20 jo int
exersises and contingency operations including Operations SOUTHERN
WATCH, PROVIDE PROMTSE/DENY FLIGHT, PROVIDE COMFORT II,  SUPPORT
DEMOCRACY, and UPHOLD DEMOCRACY.

Lt Col Maldonado holds Masters degrees in Management (L979) |
Business Administrat ion (L980),  Internat ional  Relat ions (1,987 )  and
Rel ig ion (L992).  He earned a Doctor of  Phi losophy in Systems
Analysis (L987) and Doctor of  Jur isprudence in Internat ional  Law
(1-9921. Lt  Col  Maldonado completed Squadron Off icer School  (1-985)
and Air  War Col lege (1995).

Lt  CoI Maldonado is a Command pi lot  wi th over 3000 f ly ing hours in
T-348, T-288/Ct TH-57, UH-1, CH-53A/D and MH-53H/J aircraf t .  His
mi l i tary decorat ions include the Defense Meri tor ious Service Meda1,
Air Force Commendation Medal, Joint Service Achievement Meda1, Air
Force Achievernent Medal, Combat Readiness Medal, Joint Meritorious
Unit Award, Air Force Outstanding Unit Award (I-OLC), National
Defense Service Medal and Armed Forces Expedit ionary Medal.

He was promoted to Lieutenant Colonel 1- August L993.

Lt Col Maldonado is married to the former EIlen Reynolds of
Potomac, Maryland. They are delighted to be back in Albuquerque,
New Mexico. Lt  Co1 Maldonado's hobbies include running, soccer,
painting and reading.
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FOREWORI)

The 20th Special Operations Squadron has served the nation proudly from its
beginnings as e humble observation squadron in the 1940s, to combat in Burma ageinst the
Japanese, to support of Cold lYar America's first line of defense, the DETY Line, in
Greenland in the '50s, to Southeast Asia in the'60s and early'70s where it acquired the
name "Green Hornets", through the lean years of the late '70s and early 'E0s, to Panama
and JUST CAUSE in 19E9, to Southwest Asia and the Persian Gulf in DESERT STOR]}!
and beyond in the 1990s. Since 1976, the 20th has contributed to the proud heritage of its
parent unit, the 16th Special Operations Wing. Because of the unique nature of special
operations, multiple deployments are common for the 2{Xh; personnel and aircraft may be
deployed to several different trouble spots around the world at the same time, Ieading many
20th personnel to believe that the f6th SOW motto, "Any Time, Any Place" was coined
with them in mind.

As part of the Air Force's premier special operations unit, the 20th is often the first
to deploy, in the forefront of combat, and often the last to come home. Because of this and
the unique abilities of the unit's MH-53J Pave Low IIIE helicopters, the unit has adopted
its own motto: "Paye Low Leads!" Nowhere was this more evident than in the Persian Gulf
War when the 2fth was the firct Air Force special operations unit to deploy during
Operation DESERT SHELD and then lead the first attack on lraq when DESERT STORM
kicked off.

I would like to thank the people who have made this manuscript possible. First,
former squadron commander Colonel Russ Rekip, who asked me to write this history more
than a year ago and current squadron commander Lieutenant Colonel Ilonald Hoover. Also,
I would like to thank squadron historian Staff Sergeant l)ave Grossnickle, without whom
I could not have done this, also author Wayne Mu&a who loaned me his only copy of his
article in Air Enthusius, and MSgt Phil Rhodes of the AFSOC Public Affairs Oflice for his
encouragement and help from "The Carpetbaggers" to Air Comntandos! 1950 - 1975:
Twenty Five Yew; d the Tip of the Speu.I also would like to thank the frne staff of the
Simpson Historical Rcsearch Center at Maxwelt AFB, who patienfly located the documents
I needed and who reviewed and declassilied many Vietnam+ra documents for me, and AIC
Dale Trainer of the 2(Xh SOS Crewchief Branch for his photographic support

Finallp I would like to thank my wife, Katie for her toleration of my "mistressr" the
computer. Without her love and support I could not have completed this worh

I began my Air Force cilneer in association with the 2fth in 1975 and I am ending
it with the 2fth some twent5r years later. Ilalf my career has been directly involved with the
20th Special Operations Squadron, from crew chief of UI{-IN Huey 69-6653 to a multitude
of different positions in the MII-53J maintenance force. Most of the other half of my career
was spent at Luke AFB, Arizona working on IIH-IF/P Hueys that hnd betonged to the 20th

A



during the Vietnem \tar. I have a special attachment to tiII-lP 64-f5493: I launched it
from Luke AtrlB for its final flight to its resting place as a monument in the Hurlburt
Airpark

I nm proud to have been part ofthe 20th Special Operations Squadron es f conclude
my Air Force canser and hope that f have left a positive impact upon the squadron and its
personnel.

Onee a Hornet, always a Hornet!

Ihle K. Robinson
January 1995
Hurlburt Field, Florida
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AUTHOROS NOTA

I have tried to be as accurate and complete as possible, using the sources I could lay
my hands upon as I wrote this history. Unfortunately, f could only be as accurate as my
sources, which sometims left out many details. Alsoo I ran into some walls in my research,
walls of secrecy about combat operations in Southeast Asia. Most of the information from
the Vietnam War is unclassifred today, but because of the secregr at the time,
documentation of many operations was practically nonexistent Likewise, f was unable to
discuss current operations in any detail due to security considerations.

Any other omissions are purely mine.
I would welcome corrections and additions to this history.

iw rHE 2OTH SPECIAL OPERA?,IOff.9 ,9OUAj?RO.I\I



THE z0th TACTICAL RECONNAISSANCE SQUADRON
WORLD WAR II

December 1943, the 2fth arrived in
Bombny,lndia. The squadron relocated to
Guskhara, India on 4 January 1944.r For
the remainder of the war, elements of the
20th operated from various locations
throughout India and Burma- From 26
December 1943 to l7 January 1944 the
2fth wes attached to the 5306th
Photographic and Reconnaissance Group
(Provisional) and then to 10th Air Force
until 7 March 1944. Between lllarch and
Mryn the squadron was attached to the
5320th Air Defense Wing (Provisional),
dthough the squedron was assigned to the
8th Photographic Group from 25 Aprit
1944 until thesquadron returned to Camp
Kilmer, New Jersey and was deactivated
on 27 November 1945.

During World War flj the squadron
flew the A-20n 825, I)-B-.7,l-1,l--4, I-5,
P-40, P-51 and the F-6. Combat
operations had the goal of reopening
sur"lhce routes to China through Burma,
which was held by the Japanese. In the
course of the war, the 20th flew 2l
missions in support of the lst Air
Commando Group.2 The 20th's tasks
included photographing possible landing
sites for airborne glider assaults, including
the airborne assault of Operation
THURSDAY, the frrst major combat

t 20th Tactical Reconnaissance
Squadron History, 1 January 1945.

' !b id.

The 20th Observation Squadron
(fight) was constituted on 5 Februery
1942 and activated on 2 March 1942 at
Savannah Army Air Field, Georgia.
Assigned to the 76th Observation Group
on 12 March 1942, the 20th moved to
Pope Field, North Carolina on 2t ltlarch
and remained there until it moved again
to Vichy, Missouri on 14 I)ecember 1942.
On 2 April 1943, the squadron was
redesignated as the 20th Reconnaissance
Squadron (Fighter) and on 08 Mey 1943,
the 20th moved to Morris Field, North
Carolina. On 11 August 1943, the
squadron was again rrcdesignated and the
20th Tactical Reconnaissance Squadron
moved to l(ey Field, Mississippi on 31
August in preparation for deploying over
seas. In early November 1943, the
squadron began to deploy to the
China-Burme-India theater- On 25

A ]'Tg?ORY OF THE GR.EEN .rIORAIE?.9 1
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action undertaken by the lst Air
Commandos in support of British Major
General Orde C. Wingate's 2nd Chindit
Campaign.

In addition to reconnaissance, the 2fth
flen, leaflet drops, patrols, and escort
missions. They also flew bombing and
strafing missiong supporting the Allied
forces under command of General Joseph
"Yinegar Joe" Stilwell in the Hukwang
Valley Campaign to reopen the infamous
Burma Road.s In 1944 alone, the 20th
Tactical Reconnaissance Squadron flew
2179 missions, processing nearly a quarter

3 lbid.

of a million photos while logging 3,999
sorties and 101040 flying hours.a

The 20th was awarded campaign
streamers for the India-Burma Campaigno
the Central Burma Campaignn and the
China Defensive, and a selvice stneamer
for the American Theeter of operationss

* lb id.

t 20th Special Operations Squadron
Lineage and Honors, prepared 5 Nov 1985 by
the USAF Historical Research Center.
Hereafter cited as "Lineage."
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THE 20th HELTCOPTER SQUADRON
I9s6-1960

Group (Assault, Rotary Wing).? The 5l6th
had been a victim of an Air Force and
Army dispute oyer control of assault
helicopters,s

The 20th was reorganize{ several
times in 1956, but by the end of the y€r,
was authorized 16 H-21 helicopters, 41
oflicers and 124 enlisted personnel. The
squadron concept called for a squadron
headquarters with four flights, thre of
which could be dispersed or deployed. The
20th's mission was to conduct aeromedical
evacuation from fonvard combat zones,
air evacuation within the theater of
operations, provide airlift support of
assault or netrograde operations by
airlanded delivery of units or equipment
into or from forward combat zones,
provide air evacuation and specialized
airlifting in support of combat operations
as directed by the commander in chief,
Tactical Air Commnnd.e

Nthough the 2fth had recenfly been
act ivated and rYas undergoing
orgnnizational changesn they were

The 2fth Helicopter Squadron was
activated at Sewart AFB, Tennessee on 9
July 1956, assigned to the lEth Air Force
and attached to the 314th Troop Carrier
TYing6 The 20th was formed by nbsorbing
the personnel, aircreft, and equipment of
the 345th Troop Carrier Squadron
(Assault, Rotary TVing). The activation of
the 20th, as well as its sister squadrons,
the 21st, 22nd, and 23rd Helicopter
Squadrons, f,'as the result of the
inactivation of the 516th lfroop Carrier

' History of the 20th Helicopter
Squadron 9 Jul - 31 Dec 1956 (Unclassified).

7 General Orders Number 39, 1 Jun 56,
HQ 18th Air Force, (TAC), Donaldson AFB, SC.

a Ray L. Bowers, The United States Air
Force in Southeast Asia:Tactical Airlift.
Washington D.C.: Office of Air Force History,
1983, pg 233 - 235. Hereafter eited as
ttBowers."

e History of the 20th Helicopter
Squadron, 9 Jul - 31 Dec 1956 (Unclassified).
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extremely busy in the last half of 1956.
Between July and August, the 20th
supported the gunnery renge atWendover
AfB, Utah, where 20th crews conducted
three rescue missions.ro Two aircraft and
crews were deployed to Ardmore A['Bo
Oklahoma for rescue support between
July and November. Two aircraft were
broken down for air transport aboard a
C-124 Globemaster in July, with the first
aircraft's teardown completcd in only six
hours.rr The 2fth also provided manning
assists to sister squadrons in July. Eight
aircraft and crews were committed to an
exercise entifled Operation Pine Cone in
August, while a 2fth aircreft was
cannibalized to provide parts for sister
squadrons overseas.n fn October, the
squadron provided two crews and aircraft
to support the Civil Air Patrol at
Allentown, Pennsylvania in Operation
Hi-Water.B

On 6 November 1956n one H-2lB
aircraft and crew deployed to Rcam Naval
Air Station, California for what was then
a highly classifred mission.r{ The mission
involved a series of tests to determine the
fl-21's ability to take a vessel at sea
under tow. Specialized equipment was
installed and a number of vessels were
taken under tow. The tests wene
successfully concluded when the H-21 took
a Navy landing craft displacing 3000 tons

'o lbad.

" lbid.

t t  lb id.

" Did.

'* California Tow Project Narrative
Mission Report (Declassified).

under tow at a speed of four and a half
knots. The 2fth flew a total of 54 hours in
support of this test

In early 1957, the 2fth was tasked
with an unusual mission to sling load a
1957 Studebaker automobile weighing
more than 2800 pounds. The mission was
flown in support of the Chicago Land fair
and involved moving the vehicle 

^distrnce of six miles from Meigs Field to
the Navy pier. It was the 2(hh's heaviest
sling load to date.rs

In May 1957, the first two of four H-
21s and crews deployed to Frobisher Bay
in the Canadian Northwest Territory to
support a joint Canadian - U.S. Navy
Hydrographic Survey Team. The team's
mission was to accurately chart the bay.
the mission was successfully concluded in
early September 1957.16 The deployment
was accomplished by teardown of the ll-
2ls and shipment by C-124s.17

On 4 July 1958, the squadron again
deployed to cold countr5r. This time two
aircraft and 13 personnel deployed to
Sondrestrom Air Base, Greenland via C-
124 to support construction of a site on
the eastern end of the Distant Early
Warning (DEW) Line chain of radar
stetions. fn August, two more aircraft end
additional personnel deployed to
Sondrestrom. Because the squadron was
not authorized Arctic gear, it was forced
to borrow clothing and equipment from

tt 20th Helicopter Squadron Historical
Report (Unclassified) 1 Jan - 3O Jun 1957.

'u 2Oth Helicopter Squadron Historical
Report (Unclassified) 1 Jul - 31 Dec 1957.

tt 20th Helicopter Squadron Historical
Report (Unclassified) 1 Jan - 30 Jun 1957.
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other units.rs
By the time the mission was completed

and aircraft and crews returned to Sewart
AFB, the 2{Xh had flown 500 hours and
airlifted more than 21000 passengers and
neffly 2951000 pounds of cargo.0

2(Xh cnews end aircraft supported
radiological safet5r monitoring at Indian
Springs Auxiliary Air Fieldo Nevada and
the annual William Tell fighter
competition at both Nellis AfBr Nevada
and Tyndall Atr'B, Florida in the fall of
195t. The mission at Tyndall involved
recovery ofFirebee target drones from the
Gulf of Mexico.il

As a result of its outstanding flyrng
safety record, the 20th was awarded a
pleque for Meritorious Achievement in
Flight Safety on 31 December 195t. The
squadron had logged Er000 accident free
flyrng hours between I January 1957 and
3l Ilecember 1958.2r

The squadron activeted Detachment I
at Myrtle Beach Atr.B, South Carolina on
I March 1959, in preparation for the
movement of the entire squadron later
that summer.z

On 2l June 1959, the squadron
participated in the unveiling of an Aflas
intercontinental ballistic missile at the Air
Force Museum at Wright-Patterson Af.B,
Ohio. The 2fth crew hovered their F-21

'" 20th Helicopter Squadron Historical
Report, 1 Jul - 31 Dec 1958.

'u !bid.

to lbid.

" 20th Heticopter Squadron Historical
Report, 1 Jan - 30 Jun 1959.

t '  lb id.

at 100 feet above the erect missile
shrouded in a huge parachute. On
command, the helicopter lifted the
parachute to unveil the museum's lntest
addition. For its efforts, the squadron
received a letter of appreciation from the
museum director.B

On 16 July 1959, the 20th moved to
Myrtte Beach Ax.B, South Carolina and
was attached to the 354th Tactical Fighter
Wing. The 2fth Helicopter Squadron was
inactivated on t March f960.'z4

From 1956 to 1960, the2fth continued
to fly Yertol H-21 helicopters, performing
eirlift support of assault operetions, air
evacuation, and specialized airlift
Operations took the 20th on missions
throughout most of North Americn and
the Arctic in support of exercises and
maneuvers.

" lbid.

'n Lineage.
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SOUTHEAST ASIA 1965 .1972
The Pony Express & Green Horne$

Southeast Asia 1965 - l97l

In June 1965, the 2nd Air
Division in South Vietnam
initiated a request for 25 Air
Force CII-3C helicopters and
aircrews. The helicopters would
provide airlift support for
forward locations like Army
Special Forces camps. They also
would be used for transporting
combat control teams and
airlield survey teams, for
casualty evacuation, and for
resupplying sites that were
otherwise inaccessi ble.2s

On I October 1965, the 2fth
Helicopter Squadron was
reactivated at Tan Son Nhut Air
Base, South Vietnam with
fourteen CH-3Cs. The 20th's
mission was to augment combat
search and rescue forces,
perform casudt5r evacuation, to
support communications sites,
airfield construction, and the
tactical air control system, to
transport air liaison officers, and
to perform counterinsurgency
operations. The squadron had a
secondary mission to be
responsive to the priority
requirements of Mil i tary
Assistance Command, Vietnam

6 THE 2oTH SPECIAI, oP.ERA?roiVs ,9OUADRo.N

" Bowers.



(MACV).'?6
I"ater, the squadron would replace the

Cfl-3Cs with the more powerful CH-38
and Bell UH-l Hueys would join the unit
On I August 196t, the squadron would be
redesignated as the 20th Specid
Opcrations Squadron.27

The 2fth began combat operations in
I)ecember 1965. By March 1966, the 2fth
was flying an averflge of nearly 1000
sorties per month with flights at Tan Son
Nhut (A Flight with five aircraft)n Da
Nang @ Flight with three aircraft), and
Nha Trang (C Flight with 6 aircraft).
When the 14th Air Commando Wing was
activated in March 1966, the 20th was
assigned to the new wing.il

Between January and March, the 20th
supported Operation DOTJBLE EAGLA
for the U.S. IVlarine Corps. DOUBLtr
EAGLE was the largest amphibious
assault against hostile forces since the
tr(orean War. The 20th committed eight
aircraft and crews to the effort The
20th's CH-3Cs wene used to airtift 105
millimeter HowiEer cannon to forward
Iocations, as well as personnel and
supplies. Crews and aircraft often came
under hostile fire.2e

ln other combat action, the 20th was
called on to evacuate wounded troops
from a Special Forces camp in the
infamous A Shau Valley. On 9 March, a
Marine CH-34 and a 20th Cg-3C were
dispatched. As the CH-34 made its

'u  lb id.

tt Lineage.

" Bowers, pg 235-236.

'" 2filh Helicopter Squadron Historical
Heport, 1 Jan - 30 Jun 66.

approach into the camp, it was hit by
enemy fire. The cnew was able to land
safely inside the camp, but the aircraft
was unflyable. Braving heavy enemy fire,
the 20th CE-3 crew managed to land their
aircraft in the €-p, recovering the crew
of the firtt aircraft and carrying out 35
wounded troops.s During this same batfle
for A Shauo Major Bernie Fisher, earned
the Air Force Medal of Honor for his
daring rescue of fellow A-18 pilot Major
"Jump" Meyers. Eventualln the camp
was abandoned by its defenders. The cost
- five American and 75 South Vietnamese
killed, with 33 South Vietnamese wounded
and fifteen missing. The toll for the North
Vietnamese attackers was even higher.
Out of a regiment sized force of 2000, at
least t00 NVA soldiers were killed, with
an unknown number wounded.sr

Earlier, in Februar5r, two aircreft and
cnews were deployed to Nakhon Phanom
Air Base, Thailand from Tan Son Nhut to
form D Flight In Aprit the entire flight at
Nha Trang was deployed to Udorn AB,
Thailand. In May, operations at Da Nang
halted and that flight moved to Udorn as
well. The moves wene the result of
requests by the government of Thailand.
The 20th's CH-3Cs were utilized to
transport Thai military and police for
counter-terrorist and counterinsurgency
operations. The large helicopters enabled
Thai forces to respond rapidly to

to Letter of Appreciationn 2 Jun 66,
from LTC Kenneth B. Facey, Commander,
Detachment C-1, sth $pecial Forces Group.

tt Joel Nadel with J.R. Wright, Special
Men and Special Missions: Inside American
SpecialOperations Forces 1945 to the Present.
London: Greenhill Books, 1994, pg 52 - 54.
Hereafter cited as "Nadel."
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communi$t activities. The 20th became
known as the "Pony Express" and used
the radio catl sign "Pony".}

By June 1966, only a single flight
remnined in Vietnam, based at Tan Son
Nhut. Although there were no aircraft
based there, the squadron headquarters
moved to Nlha Trang. With the bulk of its
assets in Thailand, the 20th began to
concentrate on the unconventional warfare
role. Missions into Laos soon took
precedence for the Pony Express in
Ilailand as the 20th's crews were tasked
to support the Laotian forces of
Lieutenant General Vang Pao, and
perforn rrcfugee and civic action missions.
The CE-3Cs transported Explosive
Ordnance Disposal teams and crash
investigators, and provided logistics
support for isolated mountain top radar
and communications sites- They delivered
rice and indigenious froops to San Nuia, a
friendly outpost on top of a 5,000 foot

" 20th Helicopter Squadron Historical
Report, 1 Jan - 30 Jun 1966.

rnounfain in Laos. They inserted
indigenous "road watch" teams to points
along the Ho Chi lfinh Trail from Mu
Guia Pass south to the Cambodian
border. Several missions were flown in the
vicinity of the heavily defended enemJr
stronghold of Tchepone in central Laos.
In April 1966, a 47 man team was
inserted between two branches of the trail
under cover of darkness. A month later,
the team was extracted from the same
arel, bringing back valuable intettigence."

In two separate missions,
ttroad-destructfr teams were dropped near
the trail. They were left overnight to
mine the trail and to destroy any vehicles
caught there. The teams also raided
Pathet Lao villages before being extracted.
A total of 3Ef friendly troops were flown
into or out of Laos in the first frve months
of operetions in Thailand.il

In June 1966, the 20th's CH-3Csn
flying from South Vietnam, infiltrated a
combat team into North Vietnam, just
north of the Dtr{Z. In 1966, the CH-3
crerys flew a total of 315 infiltration
sorties.3s

Flyrng from Thailand in 1967, thre
Pony Express was able to pcnetrate
farther north into enemy territory. Thirty
seyen penetration missions were scheduled
and eight were succssful. Most aborted
missions were because the chopper crews
failed to make contact with the deployed
Special Forces teams. A successful
recovery of a team in September 1967
boosted morale of the teams and the Pony

=' lb id.

'n lbid.

" lbid.
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Express crews.*
In June 1967, fiftcen IIH-fF/P Huey

helicopters joined the 20th. The Hueys
had originally been assigned to the 606th
Air Commando Squadron at Nakhon
Phanom Air Base, Thailand. As part of
the 606th, the Huey section performed
missions in Laos and Thailand in support
of the lfhai Army and Border Patrol
Police. A 606th lluey with a three man
crew lifted 34 flood victims from danger
in Thailandn one of many civic action
missions perfiormed by the Huey section.
They also flew missions for Air America,
often in civilian clothing so U.S. military
involvement could be denied. The 606th's
Huey section was transferred to Vietnam
and the 20th llelicopter Squadron after it
was decided that their services were no
longer needed by the Thai governmenl
The 20th's lluey section was known as the
t'Green Hornets" and used the radio call
sign ttHornettt.3T

The Bell IIH-IF was originally chosen
by the Air Force to perform support
duties for missile sites. The F-model was
based on the civilian Bell 2A48, but
equipped with the same powerful General
Electric T-SE turboshaft engine used on
the CH-3C. The T-58 produced more than
1200 shaft horsepower, driving a 48 foot
main rotor. The Green llornet UII-1Fs
were knon'n es "slicks" amd used as troop
carriers, delivering Special Forces teams
both inside the borders of Vietnam and
across the border into Cambodia. They
were usudly armed with "free 60s",
infantry model M-60 machine guns
suspended on "bungeett cords.s

The 2(Xh's UH-1Ps were UH-1Fs
modified to accept a pair of GAU-2B/A
mini guns, one in each cargo door, and
two ll\U-s9/A 2.75 inch rocket pods
mounted to hard points. The mini guns
were mounted on a pintle and could be
locked to forward fire positions and fired
by the pilot or could be aimed and fircd
by gunners in the cabin. The P-model
Hueys were used as gunships, flying escort
missions for the "slicks". As more of the
2(hh's F-models were modified to accept
armament, the difference between the F-
and P:models became blurred and the
designations were used interchangeably.e

ln 1967 and 196,8, the Green Hornets
lost four {IH-ls to enemy fire. 20th
aviators earned six Silver Stars, and
eleven Purple Hearts in the last half of
1968. The Air Force Cross was awarded
to six 20th crewmen in 1967-68.Q

t t  lb id.

'n lb id.

no lb id.

35 20th Helicopter Squadron Historical
Report, 1 Jul - 31 tlec 1966.

37 "Govertly Into Cambodia", an article
by Wayne Mutza in Air Enthusiast #32,
December 1986 - April 1987 issue, pg 22 - 31.
Hereafter cited as "Mutza."
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By the beginning of 1968, all the 20th
CH-3Cs were located in Thailand. They
were orgenized into three flights (4, B,
ild C), dl located at Udorn Air Bese. The
mission at Udorn was support of I
classified mission in northern Laos,
support of MACVSOG (Military
Assistance Command, Vietnam - Speciat
Operations Group), logistical support of
TACAN navigation facilities in Thailand
and Laos and support of Special Forces
training in Thailand"ar

While returning from a successful
road watch team infiltration in the spring
of l96Eo a Pony Express CH-3C flown by
Lieutenant Colonel Shirret G. Martin was
called upon to rescue a downed A-lE pitot
in central l,aos. lfhe A-lO had been
escorting a pair of helicopters when hit by
enemy fire. The pilot was able to escape
the aircraft and parachuted into tall trees.
Nthough r 37 millimeter anti-aircraft
weapon was known to be in the areN,
Martin and his crew hovered over the
downed pilot, encountering continuous
small arms lire. Utitizing the rescue hoist
equipped with a forest penetrator seat, the
fighter pilot was rescued.o

Severel insertion and extraction
missions were flown from a forvard
operating location (FOt) in June. At the
lirst landing zone (lx'1, two teems wert to
be inserted and one extracted. The first
CH-3C went into thel'7' to drop the frrst
team and load the team being extracted.
The second aircraft orbited overhead,
waiting its turn to land the remaining
team. The high chopper drew small arms

*' 20th Helicopter Squadron Historical
Repofi, 1 Jan - 31 Mar 1968.

nt lbid.

and automatic weapons fire" The aircraft
took five hits, including one in a main
rotor blade and two through the cockpit.
Pilot Major Jay R Obcrg was injured by
flyrng plexiglass. Both aircraft returned
safely to the FOL and then to Udorn.a

By July 196,t, the Pony Express was
down to ten CH-3C aircraft Maintenance
problems reduced the actual number
aveilable to trrerform missions to no more
than five or six at any given time. As a
result, the CH-3s wene augmented by a
flight of four IIH-IF Hueys. The
Thailand-based Hueys also used the Pony
Express nickname and the "Pony" call
sign. The Hueys, howeyer, did not have
suffrcient range to perform cross-border
opcrations.4

On 3 April 1968, e reconnaissance
team under attack by the enemy requircd
assistance from the 20th's Green Hornets.
Aircraft and crews launched from Ban Me
Thuot and headed for the tetm's position
some 15 miles southwest of Ban Me
Thuot Gunships provided fire suppression
while a slick flown by Major Norman F.
Eldridge searched for landing site to
extract the team. No suiteble site was
found, but Major Eldridge found a hole in
the tree cmopy and hovered there,
dropping a rope ladder. B5r now, darkness
had settled on the battle- Major Eldridge,
without regard for the safety of himself or
his crew, held his aircraft in a hover with
the aircraft lights on while the recon team
scrambled up the rope ladder. The team

nt 20th Helicopter Squadron Historical
Report, 1 Apr - 30 Jun 1968.

nn 20th Special Operations Squadron
Historical Report, 1 Jul - 30 Sep 1968.

IO THE 2OTH SPECIAL OPERATTOMS SQUADROJV



wfls sucoessfully recoverd.{s
The Pony Sxpress was called upon to

perform rescue work again in July 196E
when an A-lE pitot bailed out over North
Vietnam. Two CH-3Cs, accompanied by
two A-fE escorts were performing a
routine road watch infiltration/exfiltration
(infiVexfil), recoverdng a twelve man team
and deploying e nine man team. The
target aner was about 120 miles east of
Nakhon Phanomn Thailand, nelr the
North Vietnamese border. The infiUexfrl
went off without problems and the
nircraft were enroute home when one of
the A-lEs experienced a propeller
malfunction. The A-18 was vectored to a
"safe" area in North Vietnam, where the
pilot baited out The pilot landed in the
top of the tree canopy, uninjured. A
CH-3C piloted by Captain Walter W.
lVlartin hovercd over the thick jungle. The
rescue hoist with forest penetrator seat
was lowered and the pilot recovered. The
entire nescue operation took less than a
minute!tr

Green Hornet pilot lst Lieutenant
James P. Fleming flyng a IIH-IF Hueyo
was awarded the Medal of Honor for
bravery under enemy fire when he
rescued a six-man Special Forces team in
November 196t.47

The team had only just been inserted

nt 2Oth Helicopter Squadron Historical
Report, 1 Apr - 30 Jun 1968.

ot 20th Special Operations Squadron
Historical Report, 1 Jul - 3O Sep 1968.

nt Malor Donald K. Schneider, USAF
Southeast Asia Monograph Series Volume Vll,
Monograph 9: Air Force Heroes in Vietnam,
Washington, D.C.: Office of Air Force History,
1985, pg 38 - 42.

by a Green llornet flight of five Hueys,
three IIH-IF slicks and two IIH-fP
gunships, into a heavily forested arel near
I)uc Co on 26 Novemher when they came
across a large enemy force. The team
commander nequested extraction. The
Hueys, low on fuel and heading home,
turned around-s

lfhey arrived to find the team trapped
with their backs to a river and
surrounded by the enemy. The gunships
made a pass to lay down covering fire
from their miniguns. One gunship was hit
by enemy machine gun fire and wes
forced to autorotate into a small clearing.
The lead slick followed the crippled
aircraft down and rescued the crew only
minutes before enemy troops arrived.ae

The number two sliclq low on fuel was
forced to withdrawo leaving only the third
slick and the remaining gunship on the
scene. The Special Forces team was
ordered to move 20 yards down the river
bank to a small clearing. The gunship
positioned itself between the enemy and
the slick flown by Lieutenant Fleming.
Fleming attempted to get into the

n* lb id.

* '  lb id.
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clearing holding his nose over the river
bank and his tail over the river.n

Enemy fire had pinned the team
down, keeping them from reaching the
chopper. Fleming backed the chopper out
as his door gunners kept the enemy at
bay. Once in the clear, he nosed the Huey
over and climbed out of theren circling to
make another attempL In spite of facing
the heaviest enemy fire he had ever seen
and being dangerously low on fuel,
Fleming brought his aircraft back around
and headed for the river bank clearing
skimming the water. He hoped that the
river banks would provide $ome measune
of safety from the enemy fire that was
concentrating on the clearing.sr

The Special Forces team had set up a
series of Claymone mines around their
position to cover their escape. As they
raced for the chopper, the enemy forces
tripped the Claymores, setting olf a series
of blasts. The Huey hugged the river's
*dg*, again with the front of the skids on
the shore and the tail boom extended out
over the river. The team was helped
aboard by the door gunners and Fleming
backed the chopper out over the river
once more. This time, as the UII-I
climbed away from the rivern gunlire
shattercd the windshield, but missed
Fleming his cnew, and the team.
Lieutenant Fleming landed his shot up
Huey safely at a friendly base a short time
Iater.s

In January 1969, the Pony Express
evacuated more than 5000 persons in 539
sorties from a village in northern Laos,

to lb id.

t t  lb id.

t t  lb id.

where they had been cut off by
communist forces. The effort required
hauling fuel in drums to the site for
refueling the helicopters et the pickup
point. The evacuation was hampered by
early morning fog and hazardous terrain.
The pickup point was in the mountains at
the 4700 foot elevation. The unarmed and
unescorted choppers transported the
villagers to a safe area fourteen miles
away. Nthough carried out deep in an
area controtled by the enemy, the six-day
operation successfully concluded without
Ioss of life or damage to aircrafts

Unfortunately, a CII-3 was lost that
same month while supporting a TACAI\{
site in northern Laos on l7 January 1969.
Three crew members and three passengenr
died in the crash. Two crew chiefs and
one passenger suruived and wene
transfentd to Clark AB, Philippines for
hospitalization.s

In February 1969, Sergeant Isidro
Arroyo, Jr was a crew member on one of
eight Green Hornet Hueys supporting a
Special Forces unit in South Vietnam's
Central Highlands when word came in
that the Special Forces team wes
surrounded by the enemy and involved in
a firefight Two gunships and one slick
made the approach to recoyer the team
while the remaining live aircraft stayed
out of range.s

As Arroyo's chopper dove into the
battle, it was hit by small arms fire. The

"" 20th Special Operations Squadron
Historical Report, 1 Jan - 31 Mar 1969.

tn lbid.

uu AFP 50.34, Volume l, April lgSxo,
Promotion Fitness Examination (PFE) Study
Guide. Cited hereafter as "1990 PFE".
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fuel tank began to burn. The crew
attempted a distress call, but a bullet had
disabled the radio as well. The chopper
made u controlled landing, although
heavity damaged. The crew destroyed
equipment and data that the enemy might
use and then made contact with the other
helicopters via survival radio.s

Trees around their position made
landing impossible for the attempM
nescue of Arroyo and his comrades.lYhile
their saviors hovered over over the
clearing with rope ladders dangling
gunships raked the trees with minigun
lire.Y

Sergeant Arroyo was the second men
up the ladder to safety, but went back
down when the copilot wes uneble to
climb and fell. With the oflicer in his grip,
he started back up the ladder. The
copilot in deep shock" struggled with the
noncommissioned oflicer. Gunfire raged
all around them. As Arroyo reached the
halftray point up the ladder, he felt his
grip slipping The Huey lowered Sergeant
Arroyo and the copilot into a tree where
he wes able to get a better grip on the
oflicer. He was then able to complete his
climb to safet5r.s

ln early lVlarch, the Pony Express
Hueys perfiormed a nescue in Laos while
supporting a communications site. An
Army OV-f Mohawk, one of a flight of
two on a m|ssron ln
southern Laos was hit by anti-aircraft
fire. The Army crew tried to return to
safet5r, but their crippted aircraft could
not maintain altitude and the two-man

ut lb id.

t t  lb id.

crew was forced to eject The remaining
OV-f circled overhead and vectored the
two IIH-IF Hueys into the area. The OV-l
provided close air support to halt
advancing hostile forces. Under constant
heavy fire from small arms and a .50
caliber automatic weilpon, the Hueys went
in for the pickup. The two Army pilots
were successfully recovered from certain
capture or death at the hands of the
enemy.tn

In late March, eighteen helicopters,
including CH-3Es and IIH-lFs from the
20th, were utilized to insert a 23(Fman
assault force into a landing zone. The infil
was successfully accomplished, but the
recovery was delayed for operational
reasons. As the aircraft began their
approach to the pickup point, they came
under fire from hostile forces. Three Pony
Express CH-3Es and one UII-IF received
battle damage. One aircraft suffered
fifteen bullet holes and lost an engine.
Three 20th pilots were wounded in the
action. The exfil was abortcd and the
aircraft returned to Thailand to recover.o

Nmost a month later, another
inliltration of a 2llman force from a
forvard opcrating location was scheduled.
The team was to take a strategic position
overlooking an enemy-controlled road.
Five CH-3Es and three UII-lFs were
escoiled by eight A-1 Skyraiders and a
forward air controller (FAC) in an Gl.
The A-ls utilized the call sign "Hobo",
while the FAC utilized the call sign
"Rayen". As the helicopters approached,
the FAC directed four of the Hobos to

u' 20th Special Operations Squadron
Historical Repofi, 1 Jan - 31 Mar 1969.

"o lb id.
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suppress ground fire around the t Z. As
the A-ls attacked a nearby hill, the first
waye of helicopters touched down and
unloaded. As the first two choppers took
offfrom theT7., they encountered ground
frre. The next wave turned to the right as
they took off and avoided further small
arms fire. With the first half of the infil
completed successfully, the helicopters
returned to the FOL for the remaining
troops. As they returned to the LZ with
the rest of the assault force, Raven
reported that the original f.7. wns under
mortar attack- A site a short distance
away was selected as an alternate 1.7.. The
lirst two aircraft landed and deplaned
their men end equipment They took off
without incident, but the next two CH-3Es
were fired on as they made their approach
to the new LZ. They aborted the attempt
and the Hobo Skyraiders rolled in to
suppness the enemy fire. The remaining
members of the assault force were
successfullyinserted and the Pony Express
crews and aircraft returned safely.6r

In the early months of 19690 the 2fth
encountered some of its heaviest combat
yet losing five more Hueys, this time to
ground fire. On 3 Januaryo a UH-lf.
attempting to necover a beleaguered
Special Forces team near Duc Lap was
downed by enemy fire. Scrgeant Ronald
P. Zenga died in the crash.o On 13 Aprilo
while extrncting a Fecon team, the Green
Hornet flight was fired on after
successfully making the pick up. A
gunship flytng escort for the extraction
was hit by ground frre. The co-pilot was

ut 20th Special Operations Squadron
Historical Report, 1 Apr - 30 Jun 1969.

t' 20th Special Operations Squadron
Historical Heport, 1 Jan - 31 Mar 1969.

kitted and the aircraft commander
seriously wounded. Although on the verge

due to loss of blood
and a wound in the left leg, the pilot
managed to land in e nearby clearing.c

The aircraft came to rest with its tail
boom broken and its skids ripped out
from under its

Aboard as gunner was Sergeant lsidro
Arroyo, who had been shot down two
months earlier. This time, he too was
wounded, in the back- The other Hueys in
the flight turned back to pick up Arroyo's
crew.*

Arroyo moved the dead cepilot and
pilot to the slick while the other gunner
sterilized the aircraft Uneble to board the
slick beceuse there wts no room, Arroyo
waited on the ground for another chopper
to come to his aid. He wfls soon picked up
and carried to safety and medical care. 6

The aircraft was left behind and
destroyed to prevent it from falling into
enemy hands.67

Sergeant Arroyo was awarded the
1969 Cheney Award for distinguishing
"himself on two seperate occasions while
participating in aerial flights as a IIH-IP
gunner in Southeast Asia."c

On 2l April, a reconnaissance tcam
had stumbled into a large force near the

tt 20th Special Operations Squadron
Historical Report, 1 Apr - 30 Jun 1969.

un 19go PFE.

ut lbid.

ut 20th Special Operations Squadron
Historical Repofi, 1 Apr - 30 Jun 1969.

u" 1990 PFE.
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enemy base camp. The team had been
without fresh water for a day a half and
was exhausted and dehydrated. Hornet
gunships came in end hid down
suppressive fire, making repeated passes.
A slick went in for the extraction, but was
shot down on the ettempt In e batfle that
lasted nearly seven and a half hourc,
Green Hornet cnews fired some 2001000
rounds of minigun ammunition and 500
2.75 inch rockets. Army gunships
provided ndditional support while the
Hornet IIH-lPs returned to base to refuel
and rearm. Finally, three Army light
helicopters were able to extract the team
and the cnew members of the 20th's
downed slic}i6e

Forays into Cambodian airspece all
but ceased in the spring of 1969, but the
20th Green flornets continued to fty
gunship support for Vietnamese H-34
helicopters.?o

In lllay, a Pony Express crew came to
the aid of an Army UH-l that suffered
from engine failure some sixty miles
southwest of Nakhon Phanom, Thailand.
An airborne nescue control plane
pinpointed the Huey's location and
directed the CH-38 into the area. The
CH-3 cnew nescued nine of the twelve
aboard the UII-I lfhe remaining crew
members stayed behind to guard the
aircraft and effect repairs.Tr

InliVexfiI missions and rescues
continued to be the order of business for
the Pony Express in June and July. On I
August 1969, the CT-3s and the Pony

u' lb id.

to Mutza.

" 20th Special Operations Squadron
Historical Report, 1 Apr - 3O Jun 1969.

Express mission were transfenrcd to the
2lst Special Operations Squadron.o

By mid summer, the 2fth was left
with only the IIH-I Hueys. The Pony
Express IiH-lFs nnd crews based in
Thailand returned to Yietnam and joined
the Green Hornets. Three IIH-1Fs w€re
Iost due to engine failures in JuIy and
August 1969. Crews received only minor
injuries, although the aircraft were
destroyed. The Huey fleet was grounded
for approximately 30 days, while the
incidents were studied.Ts

In September, the squadron moved
from Nha Trang to Tuy IIoa Air Bese,
South Vietnam. Living quarters and
squedron facilities were cramped at the
new locetion. Enlistcd quarters housed 72
men in a facility designed for 54. Latrine
and shower facilities wene more than a
hundrcd yards from the quarters. Oflicers
wene billetcd three to room at the
location. Squadron offrces were all located
in a single room that had been the
briefing room for the 30tth Tactical
Fighter Squadron.Ta

As 1970 rolled around, the Green
Hornets continued to perform
unconventiond warfarc, psychologicat
warfare, and logistical support of Air
Force units in SEA. They also provided
gunship support for Army slick
helicopters carrying long range
reconnaissance patrols of the Sth Special

'" z0lh Special Operations Squadron
Historical Report, 1 Jul - 30 Sep 1969.

" lbid.

'n lbid.
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Forces Group.Ts
On 14 ll{arch, another Huey was lost

near Duc Lap. Enemy ground lire was
suspected. Kitled in the crash was the
pilot, Captain l)ana A. IXIley, while the
instructor pilot and both gunners were
injured. Five days later, another Huey
was shot down near Ben Me Thuot, this
time killing both pilots, Captains Clyde
!V. Enderle and Carlos A Estrada, Jr.n
and gunner Technicd Sergeant James }V.
Greenwood.T6

In May, the 2fth was pne$ented with
an Air Force Outstanding Unit Award,
and in lVlay and June, the 20th provided
gunship support to Vietnamese Air Force
(VIYAF) H-34s during operations in
Cembodia.TT

Support of VNAF operntions
continued throughout the summer. The
VNAF operations were conducd out of
Duc Lap, while the squadron moved its
operations at Tuy Hoa Air Base to Cam
Ranh Bay.o

On 29 July, a Huey was lost due to
ground fire while on a training mission
near Tuy Hoa- The five man crew all
received injuries, but there were no
fatalities. Another Huey was lost when it
crashed after avoiding a mid-air collision
with a Vietnamese CH-34. Instructor pilot
Captain Jackie P. Heil and gunner
Master Sergeant Gerald A. Cooper were

'" 20th Special Operations Squadron
Historical Repod, 1 Jan - 31 Mar 1970.

t t  lb id.

" 20th Special Operations Squadron
Historical Repofi, 1 Apr - 30 Jun 1970.

tt 20th Special Operations Squadron
Historical Report, 1 Jul - 3O Sep 1970.

kitled.Te
In late November 1970, the first of the

twin engine IJH-IN Hueys began to arrive.
The 2fth continued to support VIYAF
operations with the 5th Special Forces
Group, although Vietnamese tactics and
the language barrier presented a great
meny problems. The VNAF pilots liked to
come in high and spiral down into a
landing zone m&rked with smoke- This
tactic drew attention in the form of
ground fire from enemy forces, negating
the advantage of surprise.m

By the end of 1971, the 20th had
replaced all its UII-IF/P lfueys with the
twin engine UH-IN, still flying gunship
and unconventional warfare missions. The
UH-IN Twin Huey was fitted with two
Praff and Whitney PT6T-3 engines mated
to a reduction gearbox and producing
lE00 shaft horsepower. Tle N-model lluey
had n larger cabin, allowing r passenger
load of 13 plus a pilot and copilot. 20th
N-model gunships were armed with
GAU-2B/A mini guns and the t"AU-59
rocket system. The N-models could mount
XM-94 40 millimeter grenade launchers in
place of the mini guns. Green Hornet
N-model llueys often sported a 40 mm
grenade launcher in the right door and a
mini gun in the left. Like the F- and
P-models, 20th N-models were devoid of
any markings other than the aircraft
serial number and the hornet stencilled on
the tail.Er

The 2(hh's prime4y mission in l97l
continued to be support of YNAF H-34

t t  lbid.

to z0th Special Operations Squadron
Historical Report, 1 Oct - 31 Dec 1970.

*' Mutza.

15 THE 2OTH SPECIAI' OPERA?TON,9 9QUADRON



operations with the 5th Special Forcs
Group. The Green Hornets also flew
search end rescue missions for downed
aircrew members.e

In August of 1971, two mnjor
inliltretions were planned. The first,
scheduled for early August, was cancelled
due to poor weather in the area. The
second mission involved inserting a
platoon-sized force into an aro of known
enemy concentration. The mission was
accomplished this time.20th crews gained
valuable experience in working with
tacticd air support and large scale
infiltration operations.s

Following the deactivation of the 14th
Specid Operations Wing in 1971, the 20th
wrs reassigned to the 4E3rd Tactical
Airlift Wing In lllarch 1972, the 20th was
inactiveted as the U.S. involvement in
Vietnam began to draw down. By the time
the 20th was inactivated, some 19 Hueys
had been lost in combat, 13 due to enemy
line.s

82 20th Special Operations Squadron
Historical Report, 1 Jan - 31 Mar 1971.

tt z0th Special Operations Squadron
Historical Repod, 1 Jul - 30 Sep 1971.
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THE 2OTH SPECIAL OPERATIONS SQUADRON
1976 - 1990

wreckage of the F-4 nearby. Staff
Sergeant James T. Carter won the Cheney
Award for his part in the rescue.tr

In late August 1977, the 2(hh was
called upon to perform search and rescue
dut5r when a lllarine F-4 went down over
the Gulf of lVlexico. An HII-3 from
Tyndall AFB near Panama City, Florida
was dispatched for a nescue. The H-3
experienced me+hanical problems and was
forced to ditch in the gulf. The H-3 sanlg
but its crew and the pilot from the F-4
were picked up by the Coast Guard. The
20th flew sorties over the next several
days in an ettempt to locate the F-4's
backseatcr. Unfortunately, he was not
recovercd.r

The 20th Special Operations Squadron
was neactivated at Hurlburt Field, Florida
on I January 1976 as a part of Tacticd
Air Command's lst Special Operations
VYing. The 20th's mission was to fly the
IIH-fN and CH-3E in the unconventional
warfare role.s The next two years saw the
unit grow to its full strength of six BelI
UI{-IN Hueys and four Sikorsky CH-38s.

On 25 April 1977, a 2(hh UH-fN
crew was diverted from a training mission
over the Eglin Range to perform search
and rescue dut5r for an F-4 crew. The
Huey crew successfully located the
downed crew and went in for the recovery
as ordnance exploded from burning

tt "1st SOW Gains Hornets", article in
SOF Hi-Lites, (Hurlburt Field base newspaper),
January 9, 1976, pg 1.

In January 197E, the 20th became
involved in a program called J-CATCfl.
J-CATCH, for "Joint Countering Attack

*u 20th Special Operations Squadron
Historical Repofi, 1 Apr - 30 Jun 1977.

"' SOF Hi-Lites, September 2,1gT?.
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Helicopters", wes to develop tactics to
counter a growing threat from attack
helicopters. Concern over the increased
helicopter firepower and numbers in
potential adversa4r nations led Tactical
Air Command to outfit 20th UH-lNs and
CH-3Es as aggressors, creating a force
that simulated Soviet attack helicopter
capebilities and tactics. Scenarios included
helicopter-to-helicopter tactics, and
helicopter-to-fighter tactics.s The
J-CATCH helicopters were paint€d with
special camouflage schemes and
configured with lfini-TAT chain guns
mounted under the fuselagg which were
aimed by the co-pilot's hand controlled
sight The weapon qystem was loaned to
the Air Force by the Canadian
government D The 20thts aggressor force
was known as "Red Force" and adopted
a red scarf, which is still worn by the unit
today. The red star on the unit patch
today is a reminder of the J-CATCH
mission, which successfully concluded in
1979.

In June 197t, the 20th CH-3 section
successfully provided pathfinder services
for a ftight of 22 Army helicopters from
Fort Benning Georgia- Operation NIGHT
HAWK marked the first time this type of
joint service operation had been
attempted.s

As 1979 began, however, U.S. Air
Force special operations capability was

tt "J-OATCH", an article by Captain
Joe Vallimont, in TAC ATTACK, March 1979,
pg 2*29.

*t 20th Special Operations Squadron
Historical Report, 1 Oct - 31 Dec 1978.

to 20th Special Operations Squadron
Historical Report, 1 Apr - 3O Jun 1978.

nearing extinction. Special operations
forces sufferrcd from menger budgets and
resources while Air Force priorities went
into modernization of conventional forces.
Events in the coming year would
eventually bring major changes for special
operations in general, and the 20th SOS
in particular.er

The 20th remained busy with J-
CATCII in 1979. They also experienced
problems with the weapons system on the
CH-38. Spent brass from the guns was
ejected overboard, where it entelrcd the
aircraft's slipstream. The slipstream
carried the brass into the tait rotoro
causing damage to tail blades. The lst
SOW developed a solution and
implemented ig preventing damage to
aircraft and possible loss of aircraft and
lives.n

Summer of 1979 found the 20th
testing new hardware.In July, an infrared
searchlight filter was sucoessfully tsted.
The system had been developed by the
Army and it was modified for use on Air
Force helicopters at Hurlburt Field.
August @an with tests of a long range
navigation system built by Teledyne The
tests successfully proved the accuracy of
the system.B

Later in August, a CH-38 successfully
deployed a Zodiac boat and two man
combat control team nearly 30 miles out

er Lieutenant Colonel Jerry L. Thigpen,
AFSOG: The Air Force's Newest Command.
Carlisle Baracks, Pennsylvania: U.S. Army War
College Studies Program Paper, 198'1, pg 27.
Hereafter referred to as "Thigpen."

s2 Chronolosv, pg 164 - 165.

"'!!!c., pg 165.
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into the Gutf of, ltlexico.q The Zodiac is a
Iight weight craft which can be powered
by either electric motor or sflsoline
engine- Later in August another CH-38
deployed a boat and a seven-man Army
scuba team simultaneously.s

On 13 August, a 20th CH-3E was
forced to make an emergency landing in
ChoctawhatcheeBay near Eglin Atr'B after
an engine failure and lire. lfhe aircraft
was recoyered safely and towed beck to
Eglin for repairs. The tow operation took
six hourc.s

On 10 September, the 20th
participated in a demonstration of special
operations capabilities for base personnel
and dependents. Two CH-3Es and three
UfI- lNs were tasked for the
demonstration. The first CII-3 landed,
deploying two combat control personnel,
a jeep, and a Fulton surfrce-to-air
recovery kit The second CH-3 deptoyed
combat controllers in a HALO (high
altitude, low opening) parachute jump,
while other combnt controllers rappelled
from the Hueys. The rappellers were
recovered by rope ladder aboard the
Hueys, while the first combat control team
demonstrated a Fulton necoverJr. With the
Fulton kit deployed on the ground, n low
flyng lVtC-1308 Combat Talon snnnes a
cable suspended by a balloon. Ile cable
trails along behind the lixed-wing aircraft
and is then grappled and winched inside.
Up to 500 pounds or two personnel can be
snatched nboard the Combat Talon in this
manner. The demonstration showed what

un lbid.

"u Nadel, pg 99.

tt 20th Special Operations Squadron
Historical Report, 1 Jul- 30 Sep 79.

te*mwork among Air Force special
operations forces could accomplish.v

0n 24 September, the Air Force
approved a Strtement of Need for
upgraded special operations helicopters to
replace the UH-1Ns and aerial refueling
probes for the CH-3Es. In October, a
briefrng to TAC lead to the CORODIET
CHOPPERtest program to develop rapid
deployment procedures for UtI-lN
helicopterc.s

The U.S. Embassy in Tehran, Iran
was overrun and seized by Iranian
students on 4 November 1979. Many
Embassy personnel were captured and
held as hostages and the U.S. immediately
set about planning a rescue. Most specid
operations air assets were owned by the
lst SO\il at Hurlburt and the trIC-130
Combat ifalons and AC-f30 Spectre
gunships were tasked for the rscue
affempt. Helicopters were required as
well, but the 20th's Hueys and CH€trs
were not capable of the demands the
rescue mission required. As a result, Navy
and Marine RH-53I) Sea Stallions with
Marine cr€ws were selected for the
mission. Eight aircraft were assigned and
at least six were required to complete the
mission.D

The mission was set into operation in
late Aprit 1980, TIre fixed-wing aircraff
four MC-130 Combat Talons carrying
troops and thnee EC-130s carrying fuel
bladders to refuel the helicopters would
stage from a base in Oman, while the
choppers would stage from the aircraft
carrier ASrS Nimie. The aircraft would

"  lb id.

t* lbid., pg 167.

"" Nadel, pg 151 - 158.
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rendsuvous at a site knowrr as Desert One.
The RH-53s would refuel and take the
troops on board. the helicopters would
then take off for another sit'e, while the
fixed-wing aircraft would leave lran.rm

The helicopter assault force would
drop off their troops and then the
helicopter crews would move their aircraft
to a hiding place some fifty miles outside
Tehran. Ihere they would remain
overnighL The assault force would secure
the Embassy, while additional forces
would attack and socure an airlield
outside Tehran, using MC-130 Combat
Talons for the assault with AC-130
gunships for close air support C-141
Starlifter transports would land at the
eirtield onoe it wes socune and the
choppers would airlift the hostages and
assault force from the Embassy to the
airfield. The freed hostages, the assault
force and the chopper crews would board
the C-l4ls for home. The abandoned
choppers would be destroyed.ror

Early otrr the mission experienced
problems. The Marine helicopter aircrews
were not experienced in desert flying or
fly.ng while using night vision goggles.
lfhe R"H-53 was prone to mechanical
problems and the different components of
the force had not practiced together.to2

As the mission began on the evening
of 24 April 1980n it began to unrayel.
Soon after the helicopters crossed the
coast into lran, one chopper experienced
a malfunction indicating a possible main
rotor blade failure. The aircreft was
abandoned and its crew was picked up by

too 
lb id.

tot lbid.

to '  lb id.

another chopper. The helicopters available
had decreased to seyen. They were also
lifteen minutes behind schedule now.t*

A desert storm timiting visibilty forced
two RH-53s to turn back and land when
they lost sight of the other aircraft and
the ground. The remaining five choppers
pressed on. The pilots of the two choppers
on the ground decided to make another
attempt after a forty five minute wait
Shortly after entcring the storm, the frrst
helicopter experienced a failure of the
second stage hydraulic system. The pilot
elected to continue on. The second
aircraft's compass and pitch and roll
indicators both failed, along with t
malfunction of the inertid navigation
system. The second chopper furned
around and headed back to the Nimitz,
Now only six aircraft remained.tu

Shortly after midnight on the 25th,
the lirst two choppers landed at Ilesert
One. The sixth and last chopper landed
just before 0lOO. The choppers wene
nearly two hours behind schedule now,
but began to refuel from the EC-130s.1ffi

The chopper which had experienced
the hydraulic failure was deemed
unflyable by the senior Marine helicopter
piloL The mission now had only five
choppem to do the job of six. The mission
commander ordered the mission aborted
and the ground forces began to reboard
the C-130s. At 0225 on the morning of 25
April, tragedy struck in the Iranian
deserl One of the choppers pulted into a
hover to make room for another one to bc
refuelled. The crew experienced a "brown-

tot  lb id.

ton lbid.

tou lb id.
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outrr as the rotorwash kicked up dust and
obscured visibilty. Thc RE-53 collided
with the cockpit of an EC-130 and both
aircraft burst into tlames, killing cnerrmen
nboard both the chopper and the EC-
130.106

The survivor* boarded the remaining
planes, abandoned the choppars and
aborted the mission.lu

After the failure of the lranian
hostage nescue attempt, the Vice Chief of
Staff of the Air Force ordered the
reassignment of nine HH-53H Pave Lows
from the Aerospnce Rescue and Recovery
Service to the lst SOW on 14 lVtay 1980.
By 17 May, eight of the aircraft had been
transferred from trfirtland Af'B, New
lVlexico to the 2fth SOS at llurlburt Field.
The ninth aircraft was still undergoing
modification at Naval Air Station
Pensacola, Florida.rffi

The HH-53H Pave Lows, which had
become operational only a few months
earlier, were the result of a number of
upgrades of the otd HH-53 Super Jolly
Green Giant rescue helicoptcr. The
modification program was code named

"Paye Low" and the name stuck on the
helicopter. The Pave Low program had
actually begpn in the late 1970s to
augment combat nescue forces with nn all
weather, nighttime, low level capability.rm

tou 
lb id.

tot  lb id.

'o" Leo Anthony Gambone, Tha! 9lherq
Mav Live: Pave Low lll. Wright-Patterson AFB,
OH: History Office, Aeronautical Systems
Division, 1988, pg 228-2 1. Herafter cited as
"Gambone,tt

1oe 'rso Others May Live", an article by
Marge Sanders in Goslrort, the NAS Pensacola

The transfer of the Kirfland Pnve
Lows, including Kirtland aircrews and
maintenance personnel to special
operations, began the 2lhhns trnnsition out
of the H-3. The sudden transfer of rescue
aircraft and personnel to Tactical Air
Command created a lot of hard feelings in
the Aerospace Rescue and Recovery
Service and its par:ent Military Airlift
Command.rlo

Almost immediately, the Pave Lows
and their crrews, along with AC-130
gunships and MC-130 Combat Talons
were deployed for what was billed as a
REI) FLAG exerciseo but was in reality
HONTEY BADGER" a project to upgrnde
the capabilities of SOF aircraft It was
also a rehearsal for a possible second
rescue attempt for the hostages in lran.
The new wrinkles in the problem: the
franians had dispersed the hostages to
hamper further rescue attempts and the
Soviets had stepped up surueillance of U.S
military movements in the U.S. and in the
lWddle East Still, after nearly frve
months of training and the loss of an
HH-53H in a tragic crash at Ilugway,
Utah, HOITEY BADGER was ready to go"
Plans to press with the rescue were put on
hold because estimates put potential losses
of rescuers and hostages at an
unacceptable 30 percent The force
remained on standby, howeyer, until the
hostages were released in January 1981.rrr

TVhile the Pave Low section awaited
orderc to deploy to lrann the 20th's
IIH-IN flight was pressed into rescue dut5r
while deployed to Nellis AF'B, Nevada for

newspaper, March 23, 1979, pg 3.

tto Gambone, pg 230,

t t t  lb id.
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a RED S'LAG exercise. Early on the
morning of 2l November 1980, fire broke
out in the MGM Grand Hotel in
downtown Lns Yegas. Within the first
thirty minutes after the fire was spottcdn
a Las Vegas police helicopter, augmented
by three civilian helicopters, had rescued
between 250 and 300 hotel patrons from
the building's roof. Many more were still
trapped in the building perhaps
thousands, when a call went out to the
Nellis AFB command post for help. Nellis'
57th Tacticel Fighter Wing maintained a
detachment of IIH-lNs at Indian Springs
Auxiliary Air Fieldo which soon joincd the
rescue effort. Nellis command post,
realizing the dire need for helicopters, also
notilied the 20th's deployed cFews and the
302nd SOS, an Air Force Reserve unit
flyng CII-3Es deployed to RED FLAG
from Luke Atr'Br Arizona.trz

Within fort5r minutes of the call, the
20th's three IJH-lNs were airborne. They
joined the three CH-SEs from the 302nd
and thre IIH-lNs from the 57th's
I)etachment 1" They began to ferry fire,
medical, and rescue personnel and
supplies rnd equipment to the roof of the
hotel, returning with exhausted Fescue
personnel and frremen. 20th crews
transported around 150 emergency
personnel to or from the roof, along with
frve survivors. The IIH-fN crews from llet
f pd|ed 57 survivors from the roof, while
the CH-3E crews from the 302nd pulled
17 suwivors from belconies with their
rescue hoists and forest penefiators.rE

When the blaze was finally brought

112 'tThe Pony Rides In Vegas", an
article hy Robert K. Ruhl in Airman magazine,
April 1981, pg 2 -10.

t t t  
lb id.

under control and extinguished, E4 livs
had ben lost and nearly 700 persons had
been injurcd in the second deadliest hotel
fire in U.S. history. Undouhtedly, many
more would have lost their lives if not for
the actions of the cnews from the 20th,
their comrades in Ilet I and the 302nd,
rnd their civilian counterparts. After the
rescue, all thnee Air Force helicopter units
were recognized on the national television
program "That's Incredible". Co-host
John Davidson honored all the Air Force
members involved in the nscue, saying
ttThey are truly American heroes.ttrla

Following the tragic Iranian hostage
rescue attempt a Special Operations
Review Group was commissioned and the
Air Force began to take a look at its
future needs with the Air Force 2000
Study. As a result of the studies, special
operations gained new emphasis. Active
duty Air Force special operations forces
were still aligned under the Tactical Air
Command and consisted of the single
wing nt Hurlburt Field, and two
squadrons oversees.ls

The Air Force 2000 Study
recommended that special operations be
placed under HQ USAF as a Special
Operations Agency or in fl major
command fls a numbered air force.
Military Airlift Command, originally
opposed to consolidation, was now a
proponent of consolidating special
operations and combat nescue forces"

t t*  lb id.

115 Anything, Anvwhere, Anvtime: An
lllustrated History of the Militarv Airlift
Command. 1941 - 1991. Scott AFB, ll l inois:
Military Airlift Command Office of History,
19!|1, pg 185 - 189. Hereafter cited as
"Wtt
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MAC argued that placing these assets
under MAC control would be the most
efficient way to mansge both special
operations and rescue forces. Since MAC
already controlled most C-130 and
helicopter aircraft and personnel anyway,
MAC argued that it was only logical that
MAC should control the special operations
assets. The logic of the argument frnally
convinced TAC commander General
TYifbur Creech and in September 1982,
TAC agreed that Mititary Airlift
Command should be the sole manager of
Air Force Specinl Operations Forces.il6

and Air National Guard units with special
operations missions. The lst Special
Operations Wing consisted of three flyng
squedrons, the tth SOS, flyrng MC-1308
Combat Talons, the l5th SOS, fly.ng
AC-130H Spectne gunships, and the 20th
SOS, still flying IIH-lNs and HH-53Hs.rr7

In May 19t3, the 2fth SOS IIH-IN
flight was tasked for drug interdiction in
a mission code named Operation BAT.rrs
The purpose was to stem the flow of
itlegal drugs from the Bahamas, Antilles,
and Turks Islands in co-operation with
the Drug Enforcement Agency and the
goyernment of the Bahamas. The 2(hh's
IIH-1Ns continued to fly Operation BAT
missions until October 1985, when the
UII=lNs and the BAT mission were
transferred to Homestead AFB, Florida,
and the 48th Aerospace Rescue and
Recovery Squadron.rre

On 4 July 19&3, Operation BAT
missions resulted in the capture of a
Cessna 404 aircraft, its pitot, and E63
pounds of cocaine, plus the capture of a
70 foot motor vessel and more than 31000
bdes of marijuana, weighing more than
30 tons.no

In mid 19t3, the 2fth began to train
Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Service
cnews to perform the Operation BAT

117 Herbert H. Kissling, An Air
Commando and Special  Operat ions
Chronoloqv. 1961-1 991. Hurlburt Field, Florida:
1st Special Operations Wing History Office,
1991, pg 184. (Hereafter cited as Chronoloqv.)

"t 20th Special Operations Squadron
Historical Report, 1 Apr - 30 Jun 1983.

11e Chronologv, pg 211.

"o lbid., pg 198.

In Merch 1983, MAC established the
23rd Air Force at Scott Af.B, Illinois.
Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Service
and the newly reactivated 2nd Air
Division at Hurlburt Field fell under the
new numbered air force. The 2nd Air
Division was to mannge all Air Force
special operations forces, including the lst
Special Operations TYing at Hurlburt the
lst Special Operations Squadron at Clark
AB, Republic of the Philippines, the 7th
SOS et Sembach, Germany, and a special
operations detachment at Howard AB,
Panama, along with all Air Force Reserve

t t"  
lbid.
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mission.ur
In October 19t3, President Rergrn

ordered U.S. troops to intervene in the
Carribean island nation of Grenadawhere
the Soviet Union and Cuba wene
establishing a disturbing presence. The
resulting operation, URGENT FIIRY, did
not involve 20th aircraft and cnews.
Problems encountered in the joint service
operation lead to a Senate Armed Services
Committoe study. Identilied wene a
number of inadequacies, such as lack of
communications and coordination between
Army and Navy forces. The study
recommended reorganizat ion of
Ilepartment of Defense, including the
cneation of unifred commands for
transportation and special operations. The
recommendations resulted in the eventual
formation of the United States Special
Operations Command and the Air Force
Special Operations Command.r22

A IIH-IN crashed during an
Opcration BAT mission in January 19E4,
killing three of the four crewmen aboard.
Dead were Captain Dyke H" Whitbecli,
First Lieutenant Thomas L llamby' and
Staff Sergeant Edgardo L. Acha- Staff
Sergeant Paul B. Cartter was seriously
injured.B

Dapite the losses, the Green Hornets
continued to perform the OpBAT mission.
In September, r chase of a DC-6, the
civilan version of the Air Force's C-54
cargo plane resulted in the capture ofthe
aircraft and crew and the seizure of an

121 Interview with MSgt J.D. Smith,20th
SOS aerial gunner.

122 lllustrated History of MAC, pg 185
-189.

"' Chronology, pg 199.

estimated 131000 pounds of marijuana.*
The Pave Low section was busy as

well, participating in a number of
exercises. In October 19t4, Pnve l-ow
cnews and aircraft dcployed to the
Republic of the Philippines for Exercise
COPE THIII{DER Etl. The deployment
ended tragically when a crash destroyed a
Pave f.ow and killed its crew. Dead in the
crash wene Major James S. Prowell,
Captain Michael W. Skeen, Technical
Sergeants Thomas il{. Ortiz,, Jr. and
Wayne A. Johnson, Staff Sergeant Robert
G. Barker and Sergeant Max B. Lincks,
Jr.us

Just a month later, another Pave Low
was destroyed while deployed to Pope
AFB, North Carolina- The aircraft
suffered a tail rotor failure when the tail
rotor and gearbox separated from the
aircrafl Only the quick reaction of
aircraft commander Lieutenant Colonel
Horace rrBo'r Johnson saved the lives of
the 15 peruons on board.tr

A 20th SOS Operation BAT IiH-fN
worked with e U.S. Customs aircraft in
I)ecember 1984, chasing a drug smuggler
aircraft from the Bahamas to Seabring,
Florida. Two smugglerc were arrested and
the aircraft and its load of marijuana was
sei"ed.l27

ttn Interviews with LTC Donald Hoover,
20th SOS commander and MSgt J.D. Smith,
20th SOS aerial gunner.

t" lbid., pg 2a4,2o7.

126 Historv of USAF H-53s, on file with
the 20th SOS historian. Herbert Kissling's
Chronoloqv, pg 205, reports the accident as
"catastrophic engine failure", apparently
erroneously.

"' Chronologv, pg 206.
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Earty l9t5 found the 20th's Pave Low
crews on the road, training to fly in
mountainous terrnin. Training was
conducted at Dobbins AFB, Georgia and
trfirdand AfBr Nen' Mexico.*

On I October 19t5, the 20th oflicially
transferred Operation BAT and its IIH-
lNs to the 48th Aerospace Rescue and
Recovery Squadron at Homesteed AFB,
Florida. During Operetion BAT, the 2fth
had flown mone than 3,000 sorties which
lead to the capture or destruction of more
than $f.5 billion in d*gr, and the
aircraft, vessels, vehicles and equipment
used to smuggle them.ue

In Jnnuary 19t6, the Air Staff
directed that ten H-53s be upgraded to
the Pave Low III Enhanced or MIil-53J
confi guration. Ihe MH-A3J enhancements
induded an integrated inertial navigation
system, doppler radarn global positioning
system, improved terrain following radar
and forward looking infrared systems, a
night vision gogde compatible heads up
display, range extension provisions for an
internal auxiliery fuel tanli" improved
werpons and defensive systems, and an
improved socure communications system.
lllhe program was funded with $59.6
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qualilication where 20th crews trained to
perform shipboard operations.rss

In January 1987, testing of the
titanium spar main rotor blade on the
HH-53H began at Robins AX'B, Georgia.
A single aircraft deployed for the test. The
test was to detemine the feasibility of
using the titanium spar blades on the Air
Force version of the H-53. The blade had
been in use on Navy and Marine H-53s,
but never tested with the different rotor
head used by the Air X'orce. Tests resulted
in the approval of titanium spar blades on
the Pave Low. The advantages to the new
blade included lighter weight and greater
Iift 136

1987 was a busy year for the 20th. In
March, three aircraft deployed to Pope
AFB for U.S. Army Ranger sustainment
training.r3T In JuIy and August,2Dthcrews
and aircraft deployed to Knoxville,
Tennessee for mountain training and to
NAS Norfolk for water training. They also
deployed to MacDill AFB, Florida for
weapons and tactics training and Lawson
Army Air Field, Georgia for Ranger
sustainment training.rs November 1987
found the 20th with six aircraft deployed
to Martinsburg, West Virginia for
Exercise CASINO GAMBIT. The long
range capability of the Pave Low was
amply demonstrated when 

^ 
mission

scenario included a short-notice tasking to
recover Special Forces teams near the
Canadian border. The teams were
successfu\r recovered following an 800

t tu lbid. ,  pg217.

t3t lb id. ,  pg 219.

137 lb id

ttt 
1p!4, pg 221"

nautical mile flight to their pick up
point r3e

January 1988 began with six aircraft
deployed for a joint readiness training
exercise, followed by a three aircraft
deployment to Colorado and Washington
for mountain training in February and
March. Six aircraft were deployed for
mountain training again in July.
September and October saw four aircraft
deployed for Exercise ALASKAII
HUSKY, while another four deployed to
Panama for Exercise PAYE JIINGI.T'..1{0

During a deployment to Fort Pickett,
Virginia in October, a Pave Low crash
resulted in damage to the aircraft, but no
fatalities. Cost of repair was estimated to
exceed $6.7 million.rar

The next year opened with a major
exercise. JAGUAR BITE was the lst
Special Operations Wing operational
readiness inspection and designed to test
the wing's ability to perfom a variety of
missions from a variety of locations. The
20th was heavily involved. Operations in
extreme cold and snow and ice conditions
taxed both the personnel and machines.
The exercise earned an overall rating of
tttr'.*Cellenttt.la2

Following JAGUAR BITE, operations
retumed to normal for the 20th. In
March, three Pave Lows deployed to the
USS Charleston for deck landing
qualifications. April saw the 20th deploy
four aircraft for capabilities exercise and

t3e Interview with LTC Donald Hoover,
20 SOS commander.

1ao Chronoloqv, pg 223-224.

tnt lbid., pg 224.

'n' !bi3!, pg 225.
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June saw the retum of four Pave Lows to
the USS Charleston, again for deck
landing qualification training.ra

In October, the 20th deployed for
joint special operations exercise KIYIFE
BLAI)E, which heavily taxed air{rames,
aircrews, and maintainers. The exercise
involved redeploying to several different
locations and included teardown of the
Pave Lows, transport aboard C-5 Galaxy
cargo planes, and reassembly and flight
testing at the new operating location,
followed by heavy mission taskings.ls

November was no less hectic with
heavy committments for a joint readiness
exercise at Pope AFB, North Carolina and
Hurlburt Field.l{s

As Christmas 1989 approached, the
20th SOS had just completed a major
training exercise when they were tasked
for a real world mission: Operation
JUST CAUSE.'46

143 lbid., pg 226227.

tnn 834th Aircraft Generation Squadron
Nomination for the Maintenance Effectiveness
Award, 1990.

tnt lb id.

tn6 834 Aircraft Generation Squadron
Nomination for the Maintenance Effectiveness
Award, 1990.
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The bepinnings of JUST CAUSE go
back to February 1988, when Panamanian
strongman General Manuel Noriega was
indicted on drug trafficking charges by a
U.S. court. Political and economic
sanctions against Panama were tried in an
effort to force Noriega from power.
Americans living and working in Panama
became victims of threats and violence. By
May 1989, the discord between the U.S.
and Panama reached a new height when
Noriega's hand-picked presidential
candidate was defeated by a landslide
vote. General Noriega declared the
election null and void. Panamanians
rioted in protest, but the Digmty
Battalion, Noriega's personal army, put
down the riots with force.raT

In October 1989, General Noriega
survived a coup attempt and began to
consolidate his power through more
aggressive elimination of his opponents.
Relations between the U.S. and Panama
rapidly worsened.rs

On 15 December 1989, the
Panamanian National Assembly rubber
stamped Noriega's declaration of war
against the United States. The next night,
the Panamanian Defense Force killed a
U.S. Marine Corps oflicer and arrested
and beat a U.S. Navy oflicer and his wife.
The Navy oflicer and his wife had
witnessed the killing.r{e

147 lllustrated Historv of MAC. pg 195.

r-48 
lbid.

tne lb id.

NORIEGA'S NIGHTMARE

On 20I)ecember, in the early hours of
the moming, paratroopen and equipment
from the 75th Ranger Regiment were
airdropped on the airport near Panama
City by Military Airlift Command C-141s
and C-130s. 20th SOS Pave Lows, after a
1500 mile fiight overwater and sporting a
stencilled homet and the words
ttNoriegats Nightmarett on their noses,
positioned special forces in and around
Panama City. Joining the 20th helicopters
were the 55th SOS MII-60G Pave Hawks.

Captain Thomas O'Boyle was selected
as Military Airlift Command Pilot of the
Year for leading a flight of four MII-53Js
in a nighttime urban assault in Panama
City, for his efforts in a night assault on
Noriega's beach front home, and for
leading an eight-ship assault to secure a
Panamanian prison camp.rs

Major Jeffery Walls ear:ned the Lance
P. Sijan Award for his coolness under
frre. Major Walls flew his Pave Low into
harm's way to rescue a U.S. Army Ranger
team which was pinned down by enemy
fire in the opening hours of Operation
JUST CAUSE.I5'

The 23rd Air Force had committed 26
aircraft to Operation JUST CAUSE.
AC-130H gunships from the 16th SOS
and AC-130A gunships from the 919th

150 "Captain Thomas R. O'Boyle
Selected Air Commando MAC Pilot of the
Year," an article in the Air Commando
Association Newsletter, June 1991.

r-5r "Special Operator Earns Sijan
Award,"  Air  Commando Associat ion
Newsletter, June 1991.
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Special Operations Group (AFRES) from
Duke X'ield, X'lorida, provided tactical
support for the Rangers and attacked
PDX' positions. Air Force special
operations forces were crucial in
neutralizing pockets of resistance in the
country over the next few days.rt

Noriega, having sought asylum from
the Vatican representative in Panama
City, found himself trapped in the
residence of the Papal Nuncio. U.S. forces
ringed the compound and blocked all
avenues of escape. Noriegasurrendered on
3 January 1990 after failing to negotiate
safe passage to a neutral country. An
Army helicopter transported Noriega to
Howard Air Base, where agents from the
Drug Enforcement Agency arrested him.
An MC-130E Combat Talon then flew
Noriega to Homestead AFB, Florida.
From there, he was taken to Miami where
he was booked and charged. He was
eventua\r tried and convicted for his
crimes.rs

fn Panama, the duly elected president
took power, ending yearc of dictatorship
and tyranny.

Between 17 December 1989 and L4
February 1990, Air Force special
operations aircraft flew 796 missions in
direct support of Operation JUST
CAUSE. It was the largest U.S. military
operation since Vietnam and the airdrops
on the moming of 20 December
constituted the largest nighttime
parachute assault in history.ls

The 20th Special Operations Squadron
had earued its place in JUST CAUSE,

1s2 lllustrated Historv of MAC. pg 197.

1s3 lb id.

tun lb id.  pg 198.

fiying 343.1hours and loggingl42 combat
sorties.lss

1s5 tr2Oth Special Operations Squadron
Nominat ion for  Outstanding Special
Operations Unit of the Year Award - 1989."
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On 22 May 1990, the 23rd Air Force
was replaced by the Air Force Special
Operations Command as AirForce special
operations gained major command status"
AX'SOC became the Air Force component
of the U.S. Special Operations Command
(USSOCOM), controlling the lst Special
Operations Wing at Hurlburt, the 39th
SOW at Rhein Mein AB, lYest Germany,
the 353rd SOW at Clark AB, Republic of
the Philippines, the l720th Special Tactics
Group, the Special Missions Operational
Test and Evaluation Center (now the 18th
Flight Test Squadron), and the USAF
Special Operations School, til tt
Hurlburt, plus the 193rd Special
Operations Group (AltG), the 9l9th SOG
and the 71st Special Operations Squadron
(AFRES).rs6

Hurlburt Field came under control of
the 834th Air Base Wiog, which still
belonged to Military Airlift Command.
AFSOC headquarters, the lst SOI and
all other AFSOC organizations at
Hurlburt became tenants of the 834th

1s6 lllustrated Historv of MAC. pg 189.

PAYE LOW LEADS!
I99O - PRESENT

ABW.rsT
Although the Air Force special

operations transitioned from a numbered
air force to a major command, the
mission did not change. The mission was
still to infiltrate special forces teams,
resupply them, and then extricate them
once their mission was complete, all
clandestinely, and in all weather
conditions. AFSOC was not just a lighting
force in USSOCOM, but the focal point
for all Air Force assets to do the job,
whatever that asset might be and
regardless of what organization controlled
it.1s8

As Americats specialized air power,
AFSOC trained for unconventional
warfare, direct action, special
reconnaissance, counter-terrorism,
humanitarian assistance, psychological
operations, personnel recovery, and
counter-narcotics missions.lse

The fledgling command was just a few
short months from its first major
challenge when it was established in May.
Less than three months later, U.S. armed
forceswould mobilize for the largest troop
deployment since the Vietnam War.
AX'SOC units would be among the frrst to
deploy, the first to fight, and the last to
come home.

In early August 1990, Iraqi troops

1s7 Thigpen, pg zg.

tt' lbid., pg 8o - 85.

tut AFP 50,34, Volume l, 1 Nov 1992,
Promotion Fitness Examination (PFE) Study
Guide, pg 42. Hereafter cited as "199:l PFE".
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crossed the border into the tiny nation of
Kuwait on the Persian Gulf. The lraqi
forces seized the nation, brutalizing its
citizens and plundering its wealth. X'earing
it might be the next victim of Iraqi
aggression, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
asked for assistance from the United
States. In short order, MII-53J Pave
Lows, aircrews and maintenance
personnel and equipment were loaded
aboard C-5 transport planes, bound for
the Saudi desert in Operation DESERT
SHE,LD. Over the next four months, the
20th trained for desert war{are,
developing tactics and practicing possible
scenarios.l0

While U.S. and allied forces built up
in Saudi Arabia, diplomatic efforts to
secure thewithdrawal of Iraqi forces from
Kuwait were stalemated. Iraqi leader
Saddam Hussein was given an ultimatum
and a deadline: withdraw from Kuwait by
15 January 1991 or face the combined
military might of more than 30 allied
nations. The deadline came and went and
Iraqi forces remained in Kuwait.l6l

At 0220 on the morning of 17
January, four 20th Special Operations
Squadron MH-53J Pave Low helicopters
crossed the lraqi border, leading two
formations of U.S. Army AH-64 Apache
attack helicopters. Operation DESERT
STORM had begun.r62

With the Pave Lows' state of the art

160 "Secret Warriors", an articte by
Douglas Waller in Newsweek, June 17, 1991.
Hereafter cited as "Waller."

t t t  lb id.

162 'rg54p MH-53J Pave Lows led Army
Apaches...", an article in Armed Forces
Journal International, July 1991, pg 34.

navigation systems to guide the way, the
Apachest targets were two Iraqi early
warning radar sites. Taking out the early
warning radar sites was cruciaL U.S. and
allied warplanes were twent5r minutes
behind them; their target was the city of
Baghdad, the heavily defended Iraqi
capital. If "Task X'orce Nomandyrr failed
to destroy the radar sites before they
could warn Bagftdad, the Alliedwarplanes
would fiy into a wall of waiting
anti-aircraft artillery. 16

Zigzaigglag around Bedouin camps
and hugging the ground in the desert
wadis, the Pave Lows relied entirel5r on
their computers and sensors to weave
unseen and unheard around lraqi
observation posts. The 20th Special
Operations Squadron Pave Low crews and
their Army Apache counterparts had
practiced in secret for such a mission
since arriving in Saudi Arabia in August
lggo.164

Timing and the element of surprise
was crucial as the Pave Lows and Apaches
slipped under the Iraqi radar net. The
sites were electronically linked and had to
knocked out at exactly the same time. If
the lraqi defenders at either radar site
managed to get a waming ofrto Baghdad,
the attack on the lraqi capital would be in
jeopardy. Anti-aircraft artillery and
surface to-air missile batteries would take
a heavy toll on the coalition fighter
bombers.l6

The helicopter attack force arrived on
the Iraqi doorsteps undetected. Painting
their targets with laser target designators,

t63 wal ler.

t6n lb id.

t t t  lb id"
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the Apaches' Helllire missiles lmocked out
the radar sites before they could warn
Baghdad. The attack force sufrered no
losses.16

The code word "CALItr'ORllIArr was
beamed back to U.S. Central Command
Headquarten at Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.
The first battle of DESERT STORM had
been a complete success. Coalition fighter
bombers swept in through the hole in the
radar net and on to Baghdad in the first
of many nights of devastating air raids on
the Iraqi capital.l67

The Pave Low's job was far from
being over, however. With DESERT
STORM under way, the huge choppers
were assigned to combat search and
rescue operations. It certainl5r wasntt a
new job for the giant Sikorslrys since the
MH-53J Pave Lows were high-tech
modifications of the Vietnam-era HH-53
Super Jotly Green Giant rescue
helicopters. Many of the choppers were
combat veterans of Southeast Asia.

fn a dramatic daylight mission on 2l
January 1991, a Pave Low dashed 180
miles deep into Iraq to rescue a downed
U.S. Navy F-14 pilot. It was the second
attempt to locate and rescue the N""y
flier. Earlier that morning, the crew had
searched unsuccessfully until forced to
tum back to the Saudi Arabian border to
refuel. As the Pave Low was being
refueled at the Saudi airfield at Ararn two
A-10A Thunderbolts assigned to the
search had established radio contact with
the F-14 pilot The A-10s were to provide
close air support if lraqi ground forces

t t '  rb id.

167 tbid.

tried to prevent the rescue.lG
The NaW pilot's position wes

pinpointed, but near the far end of the
Pave Lowts range and across a heavily
travelled four-lane highway. After
refueling the Pave Low crew took ofr,
huggng the ground to avoid being
detected by Iraqi radar. The huge
chopper was being tracked by the
Airborne Waming and Control System
(AWACS) E-34 Sentry, which was
orbiting out of danger.r6e

At 160 miles per hour and less than
ten feet off the ground, the huge Pave
Low raced across the four-lane highway
between Iraqi convoys, startling the Iraqi
drivers and passengers.

The E-3A called a waming to the Pave
Low. A Soviet-built SA-8 missile radar
was tracking the chopper. The helicopter
turned east as the AWACS controller
ordered to avoid the threat. Turning
south, the chopper waited for the A-10s to
join up with the chopper. Running low on
fuel, the ground attack fighters had left
the area to rendezvous with a tanker.
Finally, with the fighters refueled and
back for fire support, the Pave Low crew
established radio contact with the downed
pilot and began to close in on him. So
were the lraqis.rTo

A canvas topped truck was racing
across the desert, was headed straight for
the pilot's position. The Pave Low crew
ordered the A-10s in. They opened up on

tut "Rescue in lraq!", an articte by
Malcolm McConnell in Reader's Digest, June
1991, pg 75 - 82. Hereafter cited as
"McConnel l ."

t t t  lb id.

t to lb id.
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the truck with their cannons and the
truck exploded into flames.r7r

Using the burning truck as a visual
reference, the Pave Low crew still did not
have the suryivor in sight. Suddenly, less
than 150 yards from the smoking enemy
trucl the flier popped up from a hole he
had dug in the sand. HaIf a minute later,
the chopper was climbing away with a
tired and dirty but grateful Navy pilot
aboard.rz Captain Tom Trask and his
crew were awarded the MacKay Trophy
for the Most Meritorius Flight of the Year
for their rescue of Navy pilot I)evon
Jones. Captain Trask won the Silver Star
for his part in the rescue.

The 20th's primary mission, of course,
was special operations. On 19 February,
Pave Lows from the 20th, accompanied by
MH-3Es of the 71st SOS (AFRES),were
tasked to inliltrate 13 members of a U.S"
Navy SEAL Team on to Kubbar Island
in the Persian Gutf, about 17 miles east of
Kuwait City. The area was heavily
patrolled by lraqi gunboats, but the
insertion was made by the four choppers
without detection. Poor weather forced the
crews to rely on the Pave Low's terrain
following radar to stay low and avoid
detection by Iraqi radar.to

The SEALS were to use the island as
a base for a reconnaissance of the Kuwaiti
coast. While the SEALS secured the island
and performed their recon, the helicopter
crews stood by for possible emergency
extraction or for gun support. The island
was secured at 1800 hours and the SEALS
began their reconnaissance at 1900 hours,

r71 lb id.

t t '  lb id.

173 Mission Narrative.

slipping undetected from the island to the
Kuwait City coast After probing the lraqi
defenses, the team began their retum,
encountering an Iraqi patrol boat a few
miles from the island. The SEAL team,
certain they had been spotted, called for
close air support against the boat, but the
strike aircraft could not locate the patrol
boat. The lraqis failed to fire on the
SEALS and they made their way back to
the island and the waiting choppers. It
was now 0530 on the 20th of February.
The helicopters extracted the SEAL team
* 4620 and retumed to the safety of
Saudi Arabian airspace without being
detected. The intelligence gained from the
reconnaissance by the SEAL team was
invaluable in planning the tactics and
strategies used when the ground war
against the Iraqis kicked off a few days
later.rTa

In support of other intelligence
gathering effortsr 20th aircraft and crews
were tasked to insert teams from the U.S.
Armyts 3rd Special X'orces Group into
Iraq and lraqi-held territory to observe
enemy troop movements prior to the
beginning of the ground war. On 23
February, fiying in low visibility due to
smoke and rain, relying heavily on the
terrain following radar and night vision
goggles, the MH-53Js delivered their
"customers" on time and on target The
targets were surrounded by Iraqi
Republican Guard forces and anti-aircraft
and surfaceto-air missile batteries. The
real-time intelligence provided by the 3rd
SFG teams was crucial to the ground war
planners.lTs

r74 lb id.

tt5 Mission Narrative.
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On 27 X'ebruary, five Pave Lows,
accompanied by 55th SOS MH-60G Pave
Hawks as gunship escorts, launched into
Kuwait to secure the U.S. embassy there"
They were carr5ring U.S. special forces
troops and Kuwaiti soldiers.rT6

The special forces troops rappelled
from the hovering Pave Lows onto the
roof of the enbassy, entering from above
to search for booby traps. Other U.S.
forces, in fast attack vehicles, raced
around Kuwait Crty in search of Iraqi
hold outs.rz

'When the aircraft retunned to King
Fahd IAP, they were nearly blaclq
covered with a film of soot and oil
droplets from the oil well fires started by
the retreating lraqis.rTs

That same day Iraqi troops moved 26
Scud missile launchers close to Iraq's
wester:n border in a futile attempt to draw
Israel into the war. Special operations
teams dropped into Iraq by the Pave
Lows weeks earlier scrambled and the
A-10s launched. Hidden in the dunes, the
commandos "painted" the targets with
Iaser illuminators for the A-10s. The
A-10s' laser guided weapons successfully
wiped out all 26 launchers before they
could launch.rD

176 'rThe Secret History of the War," an
article in Newsweek, March 18, 1991, pg 28.
Hereafter cited as "Newsweek."

177 lb id.

178 Personal experience. t deployed to
King Fahd airport in January 1991 and was the
MH-53J maintenance expediter. I directed
launch and recovery efforts and supervised
maintenance performed by the crewchiefs and
specialists on my shift.

ue Newsweek.

On 28 X'ebruary, tfter 42 days of
pounding the Iraqi war machine,
President Bush declared u cease fire.
Operation DESERT STORM was over
and Kuwait had been liberated. 20th SOS
crews had logged more than 21800
landings in z,ero yisibility, dust-out
conditions.lm

20th Special Operations Squadron
personnel and aircraft, along with other
AFSOC forces, remained in the Persian
GUH area until early 1993, providing
support for Operations PROVIDE
COMFORT and SOUTIIERN WATCH.I81

While the 20th was deployed to
Middle East, in other parts of the world,
events were shaping the 20th's future.

In June 1991, the Mount Pinatubo
volcano in the Philippine Islands forced
the evacuation of Clark Air Base and the
relocation of the Air tr'orce assets there.
The 353rd SOW and the 31st Special
Operations Squadron relocated to Kadena
Air Base, Okinawa. 20th maintainers were
tasked to provide a manning assist to
their sister Pave Low squadron in the
Pacffic over the next two years.re

In Europe, the Soviet block was
crumbling. The Berlin Wall was coming
down, the Communists were out of power
in the Soviet Union and the United States
was emerging as the world's only

180 "History of DESERT SHIELD /
DESERT STORM - 20 SOS," an unpublished
monograph by Lieutenant Colonel Richard
Comer, 20th SOS commander during the Gulf
War.

ttt 20th Special Operations Squadron
Nomination for the Air Force Maintenance
Effectiveness Award. 1993.

t t '  lbad.
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remaining superyower.
The downsizing of the Air Force and

reorganization of Air Force units under
the objective wing concept resulted in a
number of changes through out AFSOC.

Under the "objective wing concept",
the Lst SOW reorganized. The lst Special
Operations Group was created to control
all the lst SOW flying squadrons,
replacing the Deputy Commander for
Operations function. The aircraft
maintenance personnel of the 834th
Aircraft Generation Squadron were
transferred to the fiying squadronsn
putting the people who fly the squadron
aircraft and the people who maintain
them under the same commander. The
MH-53J maintenance personnel were
transferred to the 20th SOS in June 19y2,
bonding the flyers and maintainers into
one organization.ra

In October 1993, the Lst Special
Operations Wing was redesignated as the
16th Special Operations Wing as the
result of an Air Force effort to eliminate
duplicate numbered units and preserye

t83 20th Special OperationsSquadron
Nomination for the Air Force maintenance
Effectiveness Award. 1992.

the history of older units.re
20th SOS aircraft and personnel,

flyers and maintainers alike, finally home
after more than two years in the Persian
Gulf, deployed to ltaly in 1993 in support
of the 2lst Special Operations Squadron
tasking to provide combat search and
rescue (CSAR) capability for Operation
PROVIDE PROMISE.II5

PROVIDE PROMISE was the
humanitarian effort to ease sufrering in
the war-tor:n region that was once
Yugoslavia. More personnel and aircraft
deployed to Europe to support the new
tasking in early 1994 when the 20th
assumed responsibility for the CSAR
mission. The 20th mission included
support of U.S. and NATO forces
supporting Operation IIEI\IY X'LIGIIT.
DEIIY FLIGHT was the name for the
United Nations operation to enforce no-fly
zones and safehavens for refugees in
Bosnia-Herzegovina.

The 20th was awarded the prestigious

184 Hurlburt  Field 1 943-1 993
(Newcomers'Welcome Guide). San Diego, CA:
Marcoa Publishing Inc, 1993, pg 5.

t8u 20th Special Operations Squadron
Nomination for the Air Force Maintenance
Effectiveness Award, 1993.
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Air Force Maintenance Effectiveness
Award (Rotary Wing Division) for 1993.
The citation read, in part, for

"...outstanding devotion to the Air Force mission as it
provided integral support to Operation PROVIDE PROMISE.
Personnel also demonstrated superior management of
resources by supporting a demanding schedule, including three

loint Readiness Training exercises and various Special Mission
Operational Test and Evaluation Center programs. The
outstanding overall rating received for the Operational
Readiness Inspection was indicative of the consistent technical
expertise displayed during every operation. Long overdue
improvements to existing facilities further raised morale and
work area standards, as over $401000 and countless man-hours
were utilized for self-help projects. The professionalism and
commitment to excellence demonstrated bv the men and
women of the 20th Special Operations Squadron reflect great
credit upon themselves, the Air Force Special operations

Command, and the United States Air Force."

September 1994 found the 20th
deploying to Guantanamo Bay Naval Air
Station for Operation RESTORE
DEMOCRACY, the U.S. intervention into
Haiti. The goal of RESTORE
DEMOCRACY and follow-on Operation
IIPHOLD DEMOCRACY was to restore
the rightfully elected president of Haiti
Jean-Claude Aristide to power and
remove military leader RauI Cedras.
Cedras had ceased power in 1991. Last
minute negotiations with Cedras resulted
in U.S. forces occupying the island nation
without a fight, minimizing the loss of life
on either side. The 20th SOS deployed
more than 170 aircrew and maintenance
pennnnel with 14 MH-53J Pave Low ITIT'.
helicopters in support of operations in
Haiti. The 20th logged more than 716
hours while fiying 196 sorties with a l00o
launch rate.

As personnel and equipment refumed
from UPHOLD DEMOCRACY in
October, the 20th planned to resume
something like "normal" operations. In
early November, mountain training
resumed at Asheville, North Carolina. The
on-going training, which had been
discontinued in Joly due to heavy

commitments elsewhere, was conducted to
qualify aircrews for combat operations in
mountainous terrain. It also provided for
periodic re-qualification of crews, as welL

The squadron redeployed to Hurlburt
for the Thanksgiving holiday, but
returned to Asheville in December for
further training. The returned to home
station for the Christmas holidays. 1994
drew to a close with all but a few
personnel home for the holidays.

The new year was expected to bring
more deployments for the 20th. Personnel
were still deployed for Operations
PROVIDE PROMISE and DEI\"Y
FLIGHT and it was a certainty that other
hot spots around the world would flare
up, requiring the specialized capabilities
of the 20th Special Operations Squadron.
The Green Homets were ready to meet
that challenge.

PAVE LOW LEADS...

AATY TIME,
AA{Y PLACE!
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APPEI\DD( 1

AIRCRAF'T

Designat ion Name Manuf act,urer Remarke

A-20
B-25
DB-7
F-5

H-1

H-3

H-2L

II-  53

L-1
Tr- 4
L-5

P-40

P-51

Havoc
Mitchel l

Mustang

Huey

Sea King

Shawnee

Super , foIIy

Vigi lant
Graeshopper
Sentinel

Warhawk

Mustang

DouglaE
North Ameri.can

North American

Bel-L Hel icopter

Sikorsky

Piasecki -Vert,ol

Sikorsky

Stingon
Piper
St inson

Curt iss

North Anerican

World War II
Wor1d War ff
World War fI
World War I I .  Photo-recon
version of  tshe P-51"

L957-L972, L975-1985
(urr-1F, I rH-1P t967-L970) ,
(nH-lN L97 0-L972, 1975-1985)

1955-1959 (CH-3C, CH-3E)
1975-1980 (cH-38, HH-38)
H-3e were given the nickname
,Jo77y ereen GianE during the
Vietnam War.

1955 -  1950

1980-Present (At var ious t imee
f lew CH-53e, HH-53H, MH-53H,
and MH-53.f  unt i l  a l l  a i rcraf t
where modified to the MH-53iI
version. H-53e modif ied to the
-H and -.f vereions are known
aa Pave Lowe.)

World War I f .  L ight  p lanes
used for cour ier  and l ia ison
duty, aleo for photo-recon and
air-evac of  casual t ies.

Wor1d War II

World War fI
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APPEI\DD( 2

ASSIGI\MENTS

LOCATION

Savannatr 6;1P, Q[
Pope Field, NC
Vichy, MO
Morris Field, NC
Key Field, MS
Bombay, India
Guskhara, fndia*
Camp Kilmer, NJ
Sewart AX'B, TN
Myrtle Beach AFB, SC
Tan Son Nhut AB, RVI\**
Nha Trang AB, RVI\
Tuy Hoa AB, R\Ill
Hurlburt X'ield, FL

DATES

02 Mar O - 28 ]0.[ar lO
28 Mar 42 - 1,4 Dec 42
14 Dec A - 08 May 43
08 May 43 - 3l Aug 43
3L Aug 43 - 26 Dec 43
26 Dec 43 - 04 Jtn 44
04 Jan 44 - 27 Nov 45
27 Nov 45
09 JuI 56 - 16 Jul 59
16 Jul 59 - 08 Mar 60
08 Oct 65 - Jun 66

Jun 66 - Sep 69
Sep 69 - l0.lar 72

01 Jan 76 - Present

* Operated from various forward locations
throughout Burma until deactivated.

** Operated detachments from various
locations in South Vietnam and Thailand.
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2nd Chindi t  Cempaign . . . . . . .2
A Shau Val ley . . . . .  " .  "  7
A-1 . . . ""  13
A-t0.  "- . "  3s
A-10A .. " 33
A-lE .  . . . " .  10"11
A-20. . . . . "  I
AC-r30 . . .  -  " . .  22
AC-130A ----""29
AC-130H .-"- . .29
Acha, SSgt Edgardo L. . . . ... 25
Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Service 22,

24
AH4f -. . 32
AirAmerica . . . " .9
Air Divisions

2nd Air Division ... 6.24
Air Force 20f i)  Study -.  - . . .  -  n
Air Force Special Operations Command . . . 31
Air Forces

l0thAirForce. . . . . . .1
l8thAirForce. . . . . . .3
23rd Air tr'orce . 24,29,31

Al lentown, Pennsylvania . . .  . . . . . . .  -  4
Ardmore AFB . .  -  -  - . . .  4
Army units

3rd Special Forces Group ... 34
75th Ranger Regiment ... . . 29

Arroyo, Sgt Isidro, Jr. . . . 12, 14
v25. . . . . .  I
Baghdad . . . . . .  32
Ban Me Thout .  . . , . . .  10
Bombay, India .  . . . . . . .  I
Burma Road . . . .2
c-124 . . . . .  4
c-5 --- . .32
Cambodia . . . .  . .  8
CampKi lmerrNewJersey . . . .1
Cart ter ,SSgtPautB.. . .  . . . .25
cH-3 .  . . .  t2
cH-3C Glr
cH-3E . . .7,13, 15, 18,23
Civi l  Air  Patrol  . . . . . .  .  4
Clark Air Base . ... 12,24,31,35
Creech, Gen Wilbur . .. 24
Da Nang . . . . . . . .7
DB-7. . . . "1

II\[DEX

Duke Field . . . . .  3 l f
E-3A .  . . .  33
Eldridge, Maj Norman F. . ... 10
F-14 "  - . . .  33
F-6. .  . "" . .1
Fleming, lLT James P. . . . ll,l2
Groups

l720th Special Tactics Group . . . . " 3l
193rd Special Operations Group . . . 31
lstAirCommando Group . . . .  I
516th Troop Carrier Group . ... . . . 3
5306th Photogrephic end Reconnaissance

Group . . . . . . .  I
8th Photographic Group ..... I
9lfth Special Operations Group . . 29,

3l
Guskhara,  India.  . . . . . .1
\ t -21 .""3,4
rr-34 .  . . .  15
Ilamby, ILT Thomas L. . . ... 25
IrH-53H . . . .  X2,24
Ho Chi Minh Trai l  . . .  . .  8
Hobo .  . . .  13
Homestead AFB . .. 24,30
HowardAirBase . . . . .30
Hukwang Val ley Campaign . . . .2
Indien Springs Auxiliary Air X'leld ....... 23
Iraq .  . . . .  31
Iraqi Republican Guard . .. . . 34
J-CATCH . . . . . .  18
Jones, I)evon ... 34
KadenaAirBase . . . . .35
Key Field,  Mississippi  . . . . . . . .  I
Kir t land AFB .  . . . . . . .  22
Kubbarls land . . . . . . .34
Kuwait  . . .  32
bt . . . . . .  I
tA . . . . . .  I
L5 .  . . . . .  I
LanceP. Si jan Award . . . . . . .29
Laos. . .  &10, 12,13
LasVegas . . . . . .23
Luke AFB . . . . .  23
MacKay Trophy . . . . . .  34
MACVSOG (Military Assistance Command,

Vietnam - Special Operati . . 10
Mart in,CaptWalterW.. .  . . .11
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Mart in,  LtCol  Shirrel  G. . . .  . . . . . .  l0
MC-130 - . . . . . .  22
MC-1308 " . .  " .  "  30
MGM Grand Hotel . ... 23
MH-38 .""  34
MH-53J ... " 29,3L34,36
MH{OG ----""29
Military Airlift Command .. ". 22-24,31
Military Assistance Command, Vietnam (MACD

.." . . . "6
Morris Field, North Carolina "... ". " I
Mount Pinatubo . . . . . .  35
Mu Guia Pass. .  . . . . .  .  .  8
Myrt leBcachAFB. . . . "5
Nakhon Phanom 7,9,11,15
NavalAirStat ion Pensacola . . . . .  - .  22
Nelfis AFB .. 22,23
Nha Trang . 7,8, 15
Noriega, General Manuel . 29130
NorthVietnam..  . . .8,  11
O'Boyle, Capt Thomrs.. .  . --  29
Gt . . . .  .  13
Oh.g,  Maj Jay R- . . .  . . . . . .  l0
Operat ionBAT . . . . . .24
Operation DENY FLIGIIT .. . 36
Operat ion DESERT SHIELD .. . . . .  32
Operation DESERT STORM ... 32,35
Operat ion IX)UBLE EAGLE . . . . . . .7
Operation Hi-Water ... . 4
Operat ion HONEY BN)GER .. . . . .  22
Operat ion JUST CAUSE.. . .  . . .  29,30
Operat ion Pine Cone .  - . . . . .  .  4
Operation PROVIDE COMIORT ... 35
Operation PROVIDE PROMISE .... 36
Operation SOUTHERN WATCH ... 35
Operat ion THURSDAY . . . . . . .1
ov- l  .  . . .  13
P-40. . . . . .1
P-st .  . . . . .1
Panama . . - - - . .29
PopeFleld . . . . . .1
PT6T-3 engine .  . . . . . .  16
Raven . . .13
Ream Naval Air Station ... . . . 4
REDFLAG . . . .23
Rhein Mein AB . . . ... 3l
Road watch . . 8, l0
Roaddcstruct  . . .  . . . . . .  8
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Haiti missions win Praise
Bv William Matthews
Ti-mes stall writer

WASHINGTON

I I fitft 
"tt 

almost audible sigh of re-
tttt lief, and, no doubt, some knock-
f f ing on wood, top Pentagon o{fi-

sials declared the 2Ys'week-old operation in
Haiti a succ€ss.

It is "an exceptionally well-executed op-
eration," Defense Secretary William Perry
told reporters during a special press confer-
ence at the Pentagon Oct. 5'

. Gen. John Shalikashvili, chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, delivered a similar
messagg a day earlier, sayrng U.S. troops
were achieving their mission of creating a
securc and stable environment in Haiti so
that democracy can be restored.

The top U.S. military offrcer ticked off a
list of acomplishments:

I U.S. troops had deployed throughout
Haiti, and in most locations wene encnun-
tering moperation from the population.

I Efforts to disarm the Haitians had
netted more than 4,000 guns, 300 machine
guns and 1,100 grenades.

I The Haitian parliament was back in
session, and the mayor of Port-au-Prince
was back in his o{Iice.

I The abusive chief of Haiti's ruthless
police forte had fled the country.

But perhaps the most important achieve-
ment for the Clinton administration: U.S.
forces had accomplished all of that with
just "two Americans hurt. No one killed,
thank C.od," Shalikashvili said.

Frustrated by news reports
The early - and possibly premature -

pronouncements of zuccess came as mili-
tary offrcials grew increasingly frustrated
that news reports of Operation Uphold De
mocracy focused heavily on the potential
pitfalls of the operation and brushed off its
sucoess€s. Early in the mission, the news
was dominated by reports that U.S. troops
were standing by while Haitian police
mughed up and sometimes killed Haitian
citizens who were celebrating the Ameri-

cans'arrival.
By the second week, reports resounded

with warninp of "niission creep."
"The same lpsopleJ who were complain-

ing a week ago that we were not doing
enough are complaining now that we might
start doing too much," a Pentagon ollicial
gmmbled.

Pentagon leaders say they will not let the
mission expand.

Speaking bluntly, Shalikashvili said, "I
want to dispel the notion that we have mis-
sion creep."

The mission - to help establish a secur€
and stable environment -  has not
changed, he said. "What has happened is
that we have changed our capabilities and
adusted our procdures slightly, consistent
with the changed circumstances on the
ground, and I don't think you would want
us io do any different."

'A huge logistics operationt
Perry described the Haiti mission aa "a

huge logistics operation" that the military
organized and got under way in just nine
daye.

Once begun, it took less than a week to
deploy 20,000 troops, open Haiti's airport
and seaport and get zuppliee flowing into
the country.

The degree"of violence so far in Haiti is
minimal compared to the violence that
would have occurred had U.S. forces invad-
ed, or compared to most other military op-
erations, said Stephen Hess, media expert
at the Brookings Institution.

But it may not stay that way, said Sen.
Sam Nunn, D-Ga., the Senate Armed Ser-
yices Committee chairman. He predicted
that the Haiti mission "will be increasingly
more difficult" until food and other sup-
plies are available to the population. While
the United States is willing to lift the trade
embargo against Haiti, the United Nations
doesn't want to lift the sanctions until the
elected president, Jean-Bertrand Aristide,
returns in mid-October.

Army officers are being told that the

threat is expected to increase daily until
Oct. 15, when Aristide is expec'bed to return
to Haiti.

"We are at a level of just under 20,(XX)
today. We expect that to go down to about
15,000 by the end of the month," Perry
said. The number of U.S. troops in Haiti
will fall to 6,000 when the operation is
turned over to the United Nations, he said'

One largely unreported measure of the
Haiti operation'g success ie the rate at
which Haitians are leaving the refugee
camp at Guantanamo Bay Naval St{i91
and-returning to Haiti, a Pentagon official
said. About 500 Haitian refugees a day are
going home. By oct. 6, defense offrcials re-
ported that 2,000 Haitiane had been
returned.

Gongress: Talkr no action
But the glowing reports from the Penta'

gon did nof stop attacks fmm Congess and
attempts to force the mission to a close.

Lawmakers have serious reservatione
about the Haitian miesion but were not
willing to force the withdrawal of troops as
long as Operation Uphold Democracy ap-
pearcd to be working.

In the Senate, a bipartisan regolution
neither approves nor disapproves of the
mission. It asks for detailed reports from
Prcsident Clinton on how long the deploy-
ment is expected to last, the cost of the op
eration and a list of armed incidents or use
of military fore.

Debate in the House of Representatives
was more heated. One camp wanted to
force an immediate withdrawal of all
troops; another group wanted to authorize
the mission only through March 1; and a
third group wanted no deadline.

Staff writers Rich MazE in Washington
and Soroya S. Nelson in Haiti contributed
to this story.

MCO ls "mision'creep" a problem in
Haiti? Why or why not? Debate the

matter on the Military City Online's Open Forum
bulletin board.
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16th
Special Operations GrouP

Retirement Ceremony
Honoring

Chief Master Sergeant
Jon A. Knox
28 October



Audience Invited to Seats
Welcoming Remarks

*Arrival of the Official Party
*Advancement of the Colors

*National Anthem
Remarks by Col Takacs (Ret)

*Award Ceremony
*Certificate of Appreciation

Presented to Mrs. L. Ann Knox
Remarks by

Chief Master Sergeant Knox
*Air Force Song

*Departure of Official Party

CMSgt and Mrs Knox Cordially invite you
to a reception they are having in honor of
you who have been their friends throughout
their career. AII are invited to the
Commando Hanger

* Please Stand

Qhief $(aster,$er gesnt
$otr A. CKgof



(Inited $tctes z{ir frorce
l6th $peciqt Op erqtions QVin6I

The 16th Special Operations Wing (16 SOW) traces its
heritage from Panama in 1932 to Burma in World War ll to
constant world-wide operations since 1961. The 16th Pursuit
Group devoted itself to the protection of the Panama Canal
prior to and during World War ll. The lst Air Commando
Group executed the first allaerial invasion when it inserted
British Troops behind enemy lines in Burma in 194,1 to
harass Japanese troops and cut their supply lines. The air
commandos resupplied them and evacuated their wounded
and thus established the foundation for subsequent special
operations activities.

Pioneering efforts by Colonels Philip Cochran and John
Alison of the I ACG were recalled in 1951 when the aar
commandos reactivated. Located at Hurlburt Field, they
were among the first to go to Vietnam where initially they
trained South Vietnamese forces. After hostilities ceased,
the air commandos concentrated on military training, social
actions, and humanitarian relief in Africa, Asia, Central and
South America.

When called uponr the lst Special Operations Wing (1 SOWI
took direct military action in support of National Gommand
Authority directives. The attempt to rescue Americans held
hostage in Teheran had to be aborted when there were not
enough operational helicopters for the attack phase.
Tragically, five 1 SOW airmen and one aircraft were lost in an
accident at the Desert One site in lran. Like the Son Tay
prisoner of war camp raid in North Vietnam, the prime
objective was not realized. Both efforts demonstrated the
courage and skill to perform such complex and high risk
missions. In 1983, wing aircraft participated in the
successful rescue of Americans from the lsland of Grenada.
ln 19E9, the I SOW led the attack on Panama which restored
democracy to the country. Less than a year later, the wing
like many Air Force units, deployed to Saudi Arabia to free
Kuwait after lraq invaded and conquered this small country.
Since then the wing has participated in humanitarian and
security efforts in that area of the world.
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Chief Master Serqeant Jon A. Knox is the Superintendent of the
1 6th Operations 6roup Standardization/Evalilation Division and
Chief Rotary Wing Flight Engineerforthe Group, Hurlburt Field,
Florida.

Chief Knox was born June 11, 1943 on U.S. Army Calvary post,
Fort R.A. Russell, Presidio County, Texas. He graduated from
Bellevue High School, Bellevue, Nebraska in 1961 and started
his Air Forcb career October 19, 1964, as a helicopter
mechanic.

His first duty assignment was to El Centro, NAF, California
detached from Edwards AFB, where he worked primarily with
the H-21 Work Horse helicopter. While there, he became
qualified to work on U6A, T-28s, as well as engine run qualified
dn other aircraft including the G-i30A aircraft.

In May of 1965, he started flying as a flight mechanic on the
H-21 and soon after became the Stan/Eval Examinerfor
El Gentro and Edwards.

In 1967, he was assigned to the 3E ARRS, Det 8 Cam Rahn Bay,
Vietnam on HH43B helicopters. This was the first of three
assignments to South Easf Asia, the last was November 1971
back-to Gam Rahn Bay with the 20th Special Operations
Squadron, UH-l N helicopter gunships.

ln August 1973, he was assigned to the 20 SOS at Hurlburt
Field 6nce again to fly the H-uey gunship. He transitioned to the
HH-3E, then the HH-53H, beginning his career in Pave Low
aircraft in May of 19E0. During his assignment to the 20 SOS,
he has filled nearly every position available including
Operations Superintendent .

Chief Knox has flown over 3000 hours on the MH53H and J
models and is currently assigned to 16th Operations Group,
Standardization/Evaluation Division, as the Chief Flight
Engineer for MH{3J.

Chief $(o ster $ergeqnt
Ton r4q. Kgof

CMSgt Knox has accumulated over 7000 hours on
helicopters such as the H-21, H-l9, HH43, HH-3,
HH-53 with nearly 400 hours combat time.

Military decorations include Meritorious Service
Medal, Air Medal, Air Force Commendation Medal,
Presidential Unit Gitation, Air Force Outstanding
Unit, Air Force Good Conduct, National Defense,
Vietnam Service, Vietnam Campaign Ribbon,
Vietnam Cross of Gallantry, and Marksmanship
Award.

Chief Knox is a graduate of the Air Force Systems
Command NCO Academy and Air Force Senior
NCO Academy, Gunter AFB, Alabama. He has
completed 50 semester hours towards an
associates degree in Aerospace technology
through the Community College of the Air Force.

He is married to the former Lottie Ann Snow of
Leesburg, Florida.
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2O7E SPEICIAL OPERATIONS SQUADRON

Thc 2|Xh Sccirl OD.ntioE Squeton (20 SOS), locdcd et HulH FleH FL. Abo horn es
thc "Grctn Hords," th 20 SIOS nics lh MH-S3H/J Prvc Lor h.licoptcrs, lb Ah Forct'l
moct sophiSicetcd hdicopacr.

Thc 2{l S09s pftnery mi$onis to conduct &y or nig!. lowlevd pdetftn ido hodilc or
my tcrrito4f to rccmplish clrrdcsfim inmretioUcrmretion, rcrid gmry ryort ed
rccnfoncrmed thmogborl tlrc rorld- Thesc opretfur includc trdicrl lovJcvd nvigetioo,
nigE virion goggle operetiom, rirland/airdrop tcchiqm end ovcr nfer oFrdi.rc.

Thc Eiqse capaHlitls of thc MH-$l Feve Low ellow thc Zl S(IS to operefc from uprcprtd
brring zou in rtrt typc of ternin rd in othcrrbc iecctssiHc rrc.

Thc 2|l SOS res formed es tb 2llth Obscrvetion Squ.&on ([igh) d Sevemah AirBrsc GA
on 2 lllrrr:h [r42 W A-m, b?5, D'B-7 ,l-1, L5, P{ll, rtrd P4f eirtreft. Tbc Zl SOS res
redesiseted th. 2|Xh Rccomeissare Squrdron on 2 Aril fgt(l, d Yrcht MO. Th. 2|l S()S
firS sar combct on 3l Jenuery ID,|4, ntfog od of Gdlere, Indb, h.ying refodl in Popc
II€Id NC, Morris Field NC, rid Kcy trlkrld l'Ls. WHlc in Gu$bre thc 20 S(IS ryorted 2l
special nisiom rifh thc Lst Air Connando Gmq. On ZI Novembcr lll,l5, lh. Zl SN res
&artrvrtcd in Cenp xilncr NI-

Thc squdron res rcectivetcd rs thc 2lXh Hdicoder Squefrm in l!136 to mrform treditioual
hctrcoitcr nisiorr tith H-zts for tbe Tecticel Air Cmend- h 196, rhr rmil's CE-3
hrlicoirbrs rcrc trrderrcd to Souibst Asir rd thc guedron bcren tmnvatioml

',Nrf.ndsFdel 
olErrtioc es th "Fony E4rcss." In llldt, tScV rcrc jofud hy tbc IJE-fF/P

bdicoptcrs formcrly rsigmd to hojcd LEky frgcr. Th Grccn Hords coilinrnd to pcrform
mrrcdiotrcl ;rrferc Birsioc n*il dcectivatftn lnl!y|2-

Reedivetcd in f96 rtHrrlH Fld4 thc misdmrmid mvcdirf ;erferc rd spcciel
orerethns ndr UIE-IIY dir rrd CE-36. Ihinq thftt Friod, thc 2|t S()S swportcd
oi:retturc irffiiry J-CATCI dDd thc MGM Gred Edd firc-rtrsa Ttc HH-53H Piie Lor
ncplrccd tb C[-3h lltE0 to povllc r lont{rryc, h.erit fft H[ooFa.r crpaHfity.

Itc hvc Lor rrivcs ovcr trrgcl, on timc, rd E Lflctcd rb! lh.t pcrform tctminl
oxretioc wcefu niril viion goed6. In iln3, thc IrE-lIiIs bcrrn tro lcerr of deding
suport rs nrt ofthrn Yice Eicr Gcorsc Bush's Sodh Iloallr Dni Edorcrmcd TrsI
Foi'ic, prddpting in Opcretion B.bnrs, Ad.E rd Itr (OP BaD. Thc OP BAT
Hrcys Ocv hufutiL of ;isskx fron thc Behms bdorc tr1nt Mcrrcd to EmcCcad
AriltE in Ins.

E!86' t!' Grc.tr !on{s tr lt tbo
SlH Frvel.or rd hve bccn llying tlp rel

sccidtv cqimcd rd lidv crnHc rtdcdmtcd MH-
tlic rer-ld-dlf hvc Loi fr rfticc iltBt. TE ltlcr Prve

Lor "J modd' fcefuts nl iilcgnrtcd ryi.rtrhs, 
-rErrd 

coc|rFl cotok ed ais&ys, rd
inmvcd lcemr rstrms- In llectmbcr f96!t. mcmbcrs of tb 2O SOS rcrc mobi[zcd es Ertinrovcd wcepr ryCcms. In Dectmbcr l!Dt!1, mcmbcrs of ft
of i joir tesl,'forcc-for Oecrdon JUST CAOSB in he.of e joiil ttl

wcrcmobitiicdid 1nrt
br Opcrrdon JUST CAU

E7 ES

Thc2|t g)S crcmcnbersed eircreft rcrcenongthc fircto dcploy toOpcretftn DESffiT
sHlFr.D in Auqust lll!X). Prvc Lors lcd U.S. Army AH{4 ArEchts in tbc rirfilc that
oocd th rir;rr h Opcretion IIISERT STORlil. -Cailrh TmTirsk ed crcr nscd
New I.t. Dcvon Jou to foq tb firS ffil rcac of i dord rirstw mcmbcr dE tb
Vi{foin rer. Crparin TrrsL rnd crrcr 'ttrc enrdcd tb filecKry Tlo1frt for thir
eccmCimcf-

ThZISOS hegekohed rimerv iwol".mcdinOuetitr SOI}TflERN ft'ATCE ROVII}E
CIOMIIORT,TROYIDEfNOUIS" TNOVMNCSMFORTII, rd SUTFOITTTMOCRACY.

Tb hidly heid ed mdivrtcd trcrr of th 2lXt SOS strd rad5r, rilling, rd rB to
&ploy-vorlffi to ryInrt eny rhFrcr cmeffs spcciel opcretin fortc Hlnptrr
rcqrd;.ncils, "Atrt Tfui; Ary Pbcc."

,PAW LOW LMDS'

El. a



BIOGRAPHY

OF

LIEUTENANT COLONEL RUSSELL E,
RAKIP, IR.

Iiattcutt Cobncl Rzb'p oes bon h Ndrtu, No Hanpsbirc. Hc is e 1973 grdtac of

LmA fc&tn@iul hfu, I-oocU Mas&r*rc, ed re&d t hliapta

vabiqntilMo& 1975.

Hc uarcitioned n fu CII-53 o HiIl Ab Eore Batc, Utah, end obile atotc b rtc 27fi

SFidIOprA* W4r, aNahbom Pbarcm RaylTbaiAb Be*,Tbaibd,oas

ilioatcd a & 701* Tddic.I:Ait.$nl'ort WS 602d Tedtel Ab C.o*ol Ving,

Ucrtfrorn Ab Fotu Bas, Tac. h llltr !!@l C.olorcl Rela'p oc rccigrcil n thc

602d Ving as tbc oittg g-@ pAt @lUq; tW. \ .ruu* C.obrcl Rzkip *tocd as

the sb Ab Fore bli@pttr pillr on tfu ill-fd km b*zge levc ecrnln ie Aptil 1980.

h ltnc 1980, b vc asigned p b..?"!g;,,$.4,ryry AVat ad rcnziud llrril
Mcy 1983 ohcze 4nr U 

-. ffif 
U flz+ct b tut 2, 2*I Ab Fore, Ft

Breg,Nort Caolitt Hc *toal a__fuC dtH:lidFcr Hcdqsdtcrt Ab

Fote Manporoct ed Peronnl C-cttcr, R&Iolpb Ah Fote Be, Tas, fiom lnc 1985 o
l l
''il M6& 19te-

Iicnenza, CoIoacI Rnhip rqul{bd }r fu II-53 o Kirdand Ab Fotu Ba* ed oas

asigrcd o & 2 1* Sprial OprAor Sqrdeor h M a& 79t9 es eal;inzr dirwr of

opaabre ad **#crtb 6 @t of optabs. Hc ot rcesigrcd a fu 20rt Spcaat

Oprabrc Wdeos h Ma 1991 as th tbear of d lsllin*,d fub a th

anmu&ritJrrc 1992.

Hc os lnorntd u licttzun Cnlorcl b epzbet 19t9-

Liaacut etbr.l RdW b a ontnznd pilot oirt o*r 2,8(N fbiq hlrllt h fu H-t3 drd

o*r 3,0A0 bnt otel His &orabs irl& & hfcre taiorbs Sc.rvie Mcd4l,

Maiwtutts Sc'rvie Mcddl oi6 orc Od, bd CIe4 tb Aaid A&&*tnc* MdI4 fu

Ioift Scavir Comrcfuiln Mcddl ofr orc O& I-cd Cb*t, tbc Ab Fore Comufun

Mcdtlsib orc OeL l-c$C/li*a,tbloheMaioriors Urit Asa4th AbFore

Oteae,S Urt Aoanl oitb orc Oeh Lcd Cb*?, & Woe Asiz Senie tcfol oirt

tw rbb, tb Ndotzl fufcre &tpb tdal oib o* bb, d & Hnrzdtaiet

*rob McdaL

BIOGRAPHY

OF

LT COL DONALD L. HOOVER

Lt Col How sas bon in Bellevilk, Kanas, on 2 lanury 1947. He grailwted from Pirc X Higb khml in 1965

anil began sndics at tbe (tnimiry of Nebraska before enlisting in the United Statu Amy in lrne 1967, Vhile in

basic training il Fort Polh" Louisiana, hc uas seleaed for tbe Vanant Ofra Rotary Ving Auiation Come .

Gradwting from WORVAC in July 1968, lt Col How uas assigncd to the 114th Assauh Heliapter ComPdny

(AHC), Virh Long, Soutb Vianan. He amulauil 1,500 mmbat flying hom in the UH-ID and H Huey

bclktpta anil rcamd m Fon Rrcks, Alabana, in AKgrct 1969. He transitioncd into thc CH47 Chinooh

beliapta anil vas asignd m rte 271st Aoiation Support Company, Can Tbo, So*h Vbtnam until lnc 1971 and

aqnulated 1,600 ambat flying bows in tbe CH47A, B, and C modcl Cbinooks

Retuning to the Uniteil Suta in lw 1971, Is Col How roas asigrcd to Fott Hood, Tetas, ubqe be rmained

mtil hc scpoacil fron tbc Anry in tr{nd 1972-. Hc ramul a liml4 Nebrashz, anil joired tbc Nebtasha Anty

Nstioar,l Gtuftl M&uc l{e!+apur Conpatty tuil hc cntmd thc Air Force.
::::

Graituating fon tbc Uniwsity of Nebr3sk4li4gh, Nebreska, in Decmbr 1975, Is CoI Hoorn uas assigneil to

Zaragoza Ait Basc, Spai4 ix Mat& 19V- It SpAk, bc qudlifud as a UH-[N Combat Search and Resctz Insttrctor

/|tlot U Cot Houn emil a tlestct's Dcgre fton 7@ Statc Unieenity in 1978. Hc scs prcmoud to caPt4in

anil attcnilcil Wilmr afrat Sdtd $Aq iiresiilercc in 1980. IJpon graduzting lton SOS, bc was assigned to

D€trchmefi 2,67th ARRS, Raml'4h Ats, Gamany. He amptaed both tbc Air Force Air Conmand and Staf

coAAc (ACSC) fu ter!!rd/ 4Ml thc Mdrittc Cups AcsC b anrapottdcna ubih at Ramslei+ IJ Qol Honcr aut

tbc 6ief of Standanlizaion and Ewlsahn sben asigncil u'.the 20rt Spcial Opaaetrn Wdmn.

. : l '  ,  .  
'

Duing bis fua ass{grlnrrlt in &e 20 SOS, It &l Hoow gzli$cd as:a lfit-s3V Peoc Los IIIfIight tuanim

Aimcft &nnzndf dtil uas tbc Cbtct af S:::rdadizddon and Eoaboion. He uas promotil to major in Augnst

1987 aad 4tttn il to-6c Atnal Fcrrs W-Cd&cge,rl Iuh 1988. Lt Col How complaed AFSC in Jdnuary 1989

anil assigned n the Unikd stata Sprial opaatiow Commawl, MacDill A.FB. Hc uas seleaul for belrcrtcmne

pmmotion in Juru 1991, assigned a tbe 20 SOS as opaatiorc ofim in lanury 1992, ptof,otcil to Il Col in April

1992, and ampbud Air Var Collegc by sminar in Apil 1993,

Is CoI Hw bas w 8,0@ hows of bclbpta llying timc, of ubicb 3,100 bows sac in ambat. He has rrciud

orc Dktinyisbeil Flying Crcss, one Bmtzz Sar, orc Ddcnsc Maimiow Snicc MedaL rtc Mainrious Sclicc

Medal, thc Air Meilal witb smntyswn dwba , one Air Force Commendation Medal, thc Army Commendation

Mcdal sith one Oak Izf Clrctcr, tbe AI Oasunding Unit Auard uirt onc Oak kaf Clwtas, tbc Natiorul

Defme Serubc Mcilal uith orc Oak kaf Clrta, tbc Vianam Selice Mcilal sith eigbt dafua,6e Republic of

Viarum GaIIznaT Cros oitb PaIn, and tbc Rcpiblic of Victrum Canpaign Mulal uitb siny dafua.

His wife, Carolyn, is mpbyul b7 Sanu Rosa County khnk dt an itinddnt Edcha for Engluh Sadents of Otba

Langugr (ESOL). Sbe it d Mdtttr Teacha in ESOL for tbc Fhiila Dqannen of Edrcaion. Sbc bas an

edrcatioml cmifcatc in Early Chililhood, Elannury Eilwtinn, English 7tb througb 12tb grade, and English as a

Smnd bnguge. Carclyn graduted frcn tbc Unimity of Sooh Florifu in 1981. Sbc k pusxing bcr Masttls

Degree in Englisb at thc tJniwsity of Vat Fluida. It Col Hw bas fow cbililren; daugbta Rcgan, 18, and solr,

Toild,24, Ericlq 20, and Brizn, 17.





Congratufations

new staff sergeants!
20th sos

BAHIS, CHRISTCIPHER
BEDNAR, RIC}IARD L., JR.
BETTISON, AARON C.
BREYFOGLE, MICIIAEL
BROWN, CLINTON A.
BURKE, DONALD S.
CARROLL, PHILIP M., JR.
HERIVIAN, JONAT}IAN P.

/ KINCAID, REGINA A.. 
KORNELY, CRAIG R.
LACKEY, JAMES B.
LEMMON, STEVEN J.
LTVINGSTON, WILLIAM
OHARA, MICHAEL W.
RTVERAORTIZ ,LUIS J.
SHARP,I,ANCEA.
STOKES, JEFFREY R.
STRONG, ROBERTE.
TATE, ERIC M.
TINGLEY, JEFFREY W.
WHITE, LESA M.
WILLIAMS, JOHN D.
WRIGHT, LESTER D., JR.

Commando
August '12,  1994



Commando
December23,1994

Photograph by SrA. Simon Henera

Checking out the machinery
Congressman€lect Joe Scarborough, of Florlda's District 1, recelved an Introduc-
tlontoAlrForceSpecial Operations Command mlssionsandweapons here Monday.
The vlsit Included a tour of the AC-130U Spectre gunshlp, MC-l30H Combat Talon
ll and MH-53 Pavelowon the basefllght line. Thefreshman congressman was brlefed
on operatlons actlvltles, speclal tactlcs, and budgetlng.



Promoted
for exceptional performance

byAlC KarlW. Leach
staffwriter

Five airmen here were promoted Monday under the Air
Forte's Stripes for Exceptional Performance program.

The recipients and their new ranks ars MSgt. Stuart
Prigge, 15th Special Operations Squadron; TSgt. Craig
Howell, Airman kadership School; TSgt. Randy Marshall,
2fth Special Operations Squadron; TSgt. Stephen Garuel,
16th ComponentRepair Squadron; andTSgl. DannyMoore,
8th Sp€cial Operations Squadron.

The promotion program givescommandersthe opporbu-
niby to promote airmen whase performances exceed the
e4pectations based on their present grades. The weighted
ainmen promotion qystem bases promotion on testing
decorations and service time.

'The philosophy is to (STEP) promote individuals who
always volunteer for the tough tasks and missions; who get
thejob done right the first time, every time," said CMSgt.
Wayrre Norrad, Air Force Speciai Operations Command's
senior enlisted advisor.

Doing the job right the first time is normal for flight
engineer Prige, accordingto MSgt. Lawrence Sish 15th
SOS flight engineer superintendent.

hrqe the Combat Talon II Improved Capabilities
Exercise in May 1993, Prigge's efforLs assured 100 percent
missrion eflbcbiveness. The flight evaluator repeated the
performance during the same exercise in June for senior
members of Congress and the SenateArmed Service Com-
mitbee.

His development of tactics and procedures proved that
the squadron could successfully infiltrate a battalion-sized

force, while his technical oqpertise contributed tc successfi.:l
mission duringjoint readiness baining exercises.

'Tfe is the guy we go to when we have tough technical
questions," said Sisk 'That ability and his good people
relation skills have put us further ahead in accomplishing
our rrdssions than we would be without him."

Howell is another airman who is movingtheAir Force
forward. Accordingto TSgt. Cindra Smith, program mErn-
ager for the Airman Leadership School, Howell bri.tp
innovation into the da.ssroom.

One specific change to the schml's curriculum is how he
teaches the quality module. In a dassroom, several stations
are set up on a table. Airman must work together to solve
the problem of movingping-pongballs from one side ofthe
room to the other. "This gets sbudents involved, which
enhances learning,"said Smith. Students read about con-
tinuous improvement, then discussed it under the old- method.

0".",u31ff?g3l 5

The exercise attempts to slow and pr+
vent the job, but emphasizes the value of
the Air Force's continuous improvement
process. The service encourages other
schoois to adopt Howell's method.

Another Howell innovation was includ-
ing field trips to places like the Enlisted
Heritage Hall at GunterAFts, Ala. and the
aviation museum at Naval Air Station
Persacol4 Fla. The trips'purposes are to
instill pride and enhance military knowl-
edge in airmen.

'The enerry and enthusiasm he pr15
into teaching has had a positive and far-
reaching effecL on hundreds ofairmen and
junior NCOs," said Smith.

Marshall, an MH-5&l helicopter crew
chief, is another creative airman. His work
with the 18th Flight Test Squadron prc
duced what is now called the elastomeric
rotor head. With the modification, MH-5&J

Pave Lows can be stored inside Navy aircraft carriers.
Also, Marshall designed the checklists and training

?rograrns necessary for operating, troubleshooting and
naintaining the modification.

For the entire Departrnent of Defense fleet of MH-53s,
Marshall discovered that the primary servocylinder mount
roltswere toolong, allowingtheservocylindertoli-ft offtheir
nounts while in flight.

His report resulted in a onetime inspection within the
ration's MH-53 fleet to replace the longbolts with shorber
rclts. 'This inspection averted a potential future mishap,"
laid SMSgt. Michael Wheeler, crew chief division chief for
;he 2fth SOS.

Photograph by A1C Karl W Leach

TSgt Randy Marshalltightens the safety wire to lecure the aft
primary servo mount bolt on an MH-53J Pave Low helicopter'



Cooking for their troops, from left to right, are: SMSgt. Jerry Jones, 20th Special
Operations Squadron first sergeant, CMSgt. Jerry Hendershot, gth SOS maintenance
chief, and MSgt. Dave Proch, gth SOS first sergeant.
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Photograph by AIC Karl W. Leach

McDonatd, Young, Fournier, wall, Buller, crowley, Petersen, Dunwoody, vanLorynen, strayer' Falla and Jarvas

dropped jobs to get a helicopter ftying to the rescue of a fighter pilot'



Rescueon momenfs notie '
Special operatorc save Tyndall AFB fighter pilot

W. Buller and SSgt. Edward C. McDonald,
23rd Special Tactics Squadron, and SrA.
Kenneth L. Fournier, a pararescue spe-
cialist from the squadron. Buller was in
civilian clothes, organizing paperwork on
his day offwhile the airmen checked equip-
ment used in combat.

"It was a no-notice rescue alert," said
Buller, stating that swimmers are not on
alert for rescues, but must be prepared at
all times.

The request for search and rescue sup-
port came to the 20th SOS from the base's
command post atapproximately 11:20 a.m.

Within 34 minutes, the squadron's
maintainers, MSgt. Bob Van Lorynen,
TSgt.  Ricky H. Jarvas, Sgt.  Angeia
Dunwoody, A1C Jeremy J. Strayer and
Amn. Brian R. Falla launched COWBOY
2I, the helicopter's call sign, with its spe-
cial tactics rescue team. The airmen
stopped their tasks of changing helieopter'

tires, fuel probes and completing mission
debriefings to get tail number 364's fuel
tanks filled and maintenance completed
for the mission.

Aircraft commander, Capt. Jason L.
Young, accepted the aircraft since he had
flown it earlier that day and knew he could
get it airborne sooner than had he picked
another mission-ready aircraft. Aircrew
must inspect, warm upengines, checkelec-
trical systems and flight instruments, plus
hover check a helicopter before departing
on a mission.

Capt. Robert T. McCreadie, Staff Ser-
geants Ryon L. Crowley and Patrick E.
Wall and SeniorAirmen ScottA. Petersen
and Michael B. Frizzel f i l led out the search
and rescue aircrew.

COWBOY 21 launched with no more
information than coordinates of the ap-

, ' , See Rescue on Page 12

byAfC Karl W. Leach
staff writer

T\vo Hurlburt Field squadrons and
other emergency response teams rescued
an Air Force pilot May b in the Gulf of
Mexico.

The 20th Special Operations Squad-
ron and 23rd Special Tactics Squadron
are credited with pulling Capt. Jon E.
Counsell from the water after he ejected
from his plane. Counsell is an F-15 pilot
in the 1st Fighter Squadron at Tlndall
AFB, Fla.

Nine other aircraft from the Air Force,
Coast Guard and Navy were in the area
soon after the crash, but since the special
operations team in the MH-5&I had medi-
eally trained swimmers, they made the
rescue.

The swimmers consisted of 1 st Lt. Ktrrt

Rescue continued
from Page I
proximate locat ion of

Counsel l  and his status,

which was that he was con-

scious and in his raft.

"\ile heard the Coast Guard

helo check in and began to

think that we wouldn't get

the pick-up," said Young, re-

ly ing on the information

aboutthe pilot's status. How-

ever, COWBOY 21 was des-

Duke Field that was coordi-
nating the rescue.

A UH-l Bell Huey helicop-
ter from Eglin Atrts dnrpped
smoke markers about one
quarter mile down wind of
the pilot, pin-pointing him
for COWBOY 21.

Approximately one hour
after receiving the initial call,
the cr.ew reached Counsell,
who was on his back in the
water and appeared uncon-
scious. Fournier and

su/am to the pilot.
The pilot had a broken left

leg, dislocated right knee, left
arm and left shoulder, his
eyes were swollen shut and
he was in shock.

'TIe seemed to relax when
we got to him and began talk-
ing to him," said McDonald
about the six-foot-plus pilot,
who responded more with
gloans than words.

The two rescuers put a
neck brace on Counsell, lev-

the board and secured the
injured man. Within 25 min-
utes, Counsell was inside
COWBOY 21, headed for
Eglin AfB's hospital.

"\ile got Counsell on pure
oxygen and we took his vital
signs," said Buller. 'oThey
werc below normal - his
heart rate was 67 beats per
minute and his breathing
was a shallow 19 breaths per
minute."

Fournier

returned and Buller said
seemed less distressed. Tl
kept up the fV treatment a
kept the pilotwarm until tl
touched down at Eglin A
about 2:15 p.m.

Counsell was moved
Keesler AFB May 7. He r
derwent surgery and is lis
in stable condition.

Tert information

nous treatment. After two
bags of fl uid, Counsell's color

Howord, publie affair

aircraft by the AC-130 fmm water with a rescue kit and board, slipped a litter under uolunteer.



THE CUTTING EDGE.COMPAIiTY GRJADE OFFICERS

(I,EADERSHIP IN THE AIR FORCE)

I would l-ike to take this opportunity to comurent on an
art ic le in the 'Connando' concerning company grade off icers in
the Air  Force. The art ic le highl ights some issues concerningr
company grade leadership in the Air Force but I feel eone of the
areas covered need to be expanded upon. First  of  al l  I  would
l ike to dispel l  any bel ief  that the Air  Force could funct ion
without i ts company grade off icers. Without the Lieutenants and
the Captains tea.ured together with our enl isted personnel,  the Air
Force would come to a screaching halt; and if we were in the
uridst of  batt le,  the enemy would defeat us. l {hy? Becauge the
company grade off icers are the cutt ing edge. They del iver the
weapons and inf l ict  pain and digcontent upon the enemy. I f  any
off icer tras doubts about tshis fact,  then they should consider a
career at  7-LL.

What I  think nome off icers suffer f rom is not real iz ing that
he/she can be an 'uncrowned leader '  even i f  their  posi t ion of
authori ty does not expl ic i ty state i t .  Every mi l i tary unit
rel ies on organizat ional leadership at every level and in every
job responsibi l i ty,  even though we never come out and
speci f ical ly say i t ;  especial ly wi th the job descr ipt ion.  fn
between the l ines, i t  states that you wi l l  take charge of the
si tuat ion and the people around you regardless of whether you are
the OIC or not.  I ts part  of  being a ni l i t ,ary of f icer.  The
uri l i tary is based on an umbrel la of di f ferent ranks, jobs and the
leadership responsibi l i t ies that  are cr i t ical  at  each level .  With
each layer of  rank l ies a di f ferent realur and role of  leadership.
Whi le the f ie ld grade ranks focus more on the big picture t lpe
stuff ,  the company grade are the ones who take the big picture
guidance and g: ive the marching orders to the NCO's. The
combinat ion of the two make i t  happen. Company Grade Off icere
and the NCO's are the f i rst ,  layer of leadership avai lable to take
care of the troopa and keep them infor:ned. The urost important
role as a leader!  Without the middle layer here, the system/unit
would faI I  apart .  Even i f  you have inf luence on only one of your
unit 's airman, then you have the opportunity to be a great
leader.  Leadership doegn't  deaL with nr:rnbers.

Leadership is not a job posit ion or aaeurned with rank, i t  is
something that is Laken on by an individual regardless of where
they f i t  into the food chain.  A basic r i f leman can be a leader
heading the charge up a hi l - I  dur ing batt le.  I t 's  a natter of
deciding that you are going to set the example for others to
fol Iow, seeking responsibiJ. i ty,  being responsible for your
act ions,  keeping othere informed, being discipJ- ined, helping
others around you, and f ina1ly,  just,  taking charge. No one is
going to come up to you when you report aboard a unit and say
'rwelcoure aboard, you wi l l  be the schedulee off ieer and Oh- by the
way, that  is  a leadership posi t ion so be prepared to act  l ike a
leader."  I f  you are s i t t ing back and wait ing for  someone to teI I
yolr ,  t rAJ.r igtr t  Capt,  take chargfe !  t t ,  then you're wrong.



Units, regardless of their srission, rely on their company
grade off icerg and enlisted to succeesful ly carry out the
urission; for t lrey are the pointy end of the spear that reaches
out and touches the enemy. These are the gruys slugging it out in
the trenclres. Ttrey are the ones who unfurl the f lag on t,op of
the newly taken hi l l top.

The art icle also states frustration with being a middleuran
in the chain of comsrand. Well this is a fact that you better get
used to, because unless you are the Comnander in Chiefr 1roll will
always be a niddlenan or woman somewhere in the chain. There'e
nothing wrong with that. You wiLl always be in charge of Eomeone
or sonething and you will always have aomeone that you will
report to. I ts the way our system worke. And in batt le, i t
works quite weLL. Sosreone ig always prepared to take comnand if
the upper echelon ig taken out of the loop for whatever reason.
You should aleo encture that your gubordinates are able to agsu.ure
your responeibi l i t iee ghould you take a hi t .  AE a leader,  a l low
the people under your charge to eeek leadership responsibi l i t ies
too. This wil l  broaden their abiLit ies and help foster the
umbrelLa of the layered comsrand etructure.

We are al l  leaders in the mi l iLary.  I ts merely a matter of
seeking out and seizing every opportunity awail-able. I f  tT'g and
Capts' look hard enough there are numeroun opportunities to be an
'uncrowned leader ' .  Don' t  wai t  for  rank or a job posi t ion to
start becoming a leader. Your leadership role may vary frosl
heJ-ping Sgt i lones with a pay sratter, to J.eading the troops in
Friday phyeical f i tness training, helping an air:nan with his
prourotion, or aseist ing your fel low off icers. The potential is
unLimited. It 's up to you to f ind these opportunit ies and to
take charge of  the s i tuat ion. . .

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:
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Training mission brings
Christmas to children
story and photographs
by AlC Karl W. Leach
staff writer

The 16th Special Operations Wing flew
Saint Nicholas to La Ceiba, Honduras Dec. 16
where he delvered toys to chi-ldren of the dusty
town, situated between tropical mountains and
beaches. Wing members distributed donated
medical supplies, clothes, vegetable seeds and
food to an orphanage and a local hospital.

The Air Commando Association, Salva-
tion Army and commercial businesses, along
with the US Navy's Operation HAND CLASP
donated the gifts from Saint Nick and the
Wing.

Lt. Col. Ken Poole, 8th Speciai Opera-
tions Squadron operations offrcer, said the
Christmas eff,ort evolved from a 20th SOS
routine over-water navigation training, theater
orientation mission that is often coordinated
with the Honduran air force at Goloson Air
Base. The base supplies fuel and electrical
power carts to the Wingis airplanes when they
visit.

"Christmas is the time of giving and
this is what it's all about," said Poole before the
mission, adding that part of the special opera-
tions mission in foreign countries is to promote
a positive view of the United States.

The base commander, Honduran air
force CoI. Jorge Tosta and his project officer,
Ll. Carlos Urvizo escorted Saint Nick, atas
MSCI. Jose P. Baldonado, 8th SOS crew chiefs'
flight chief, and the 16th SOW to the impover-
ished children waiting at the Club De Oficiales,
the base's offrcers' club.

There Saint Nick passed out gifts
ranging from dolls to bicycles -- items the

chi-ldren asked for in letters submitted to him
earlier in the month. "I felt a lot of satisfaction
seeing their happiness," said Baldonado after
gifts were given to the children.

The scent ofripened pineapples
greeted the travellers while they drove to the
orphanage outside lown. Along the way,
people Ieaned against the walls of houses
whose openings had no doors or glass, and
women waded in the knee-deep river washing
clothes against the boulders.

Two cowboys herded slx thin horses
while the USAF truck bearing Saint Nick
crossed a temporary wood bridge. At the
orphanage, 16th SOW volunteers unloaded
clothes, food and beds from a rusting yellow
dumptruck while Siant Nick handed
candycanes and other sweets to the children.

The orphanage director, Andre
Serrano, speaking through an interpreter in
the pavill iqn, expressed his thanks and the
children's to everybody connected with the
effort saying that ihis was the best Christmas
they ever had. Teenagers sang songs for Saint
Nick and the 16th SOW team to show their
appreciation.

After the passing of gifts, Air Force
members joined in throwing plastic discs,
blowing up balloons and playing volleyball
with a team of skilled teenage girls who by the
way, beat the combined 8th and 20th SOSs
team again -- just like they did during a
simi-lar visit Iast summer. "Next time we're
playing on our turf," said a laughing crewman
while the troops walked toward the tmck,
silhouetted against the mountain sunset. The
children said, "bye" and the special operators
returned with, "adios", and headed back'to the
plane for home.
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. The Special Operatlons Hellcopter
Educational EUnd" mernoriallzing the 20th SOS
rfanuary l-9e4 near the Bahamasr, October 1984

The fund was origlnally established in
Loss of  a UH-IN rroquols Hel lcopter assign

3018998136+ 1022219048842589;# z

Assoclat lonr s r '2Oth SOS
squadron nembers lost ln
ln the Republj.c of the

1984 upon the
20th speclal

Septemlcer 7994

TIIE ATR!4EN ME!.'SRLAIJ FOUNDATTON'S

I20r[I SOS'! ETJND

The Ai::nen Memorial Foundation (AI'{F) is a non-proflt, charital:Ie
and educatlonal instltution, founded ln 1983 by the Air Force Ser-
geants Assoclation (AFSA) to provide speci.al services to all Atr Force
personnel, active duty and retiredT Guard and Reserve. Among ttrese
progirams are Alr Force unit speclal educational funds establlshed to
asslst the Alr Force communlty. Currently, there are three such
funds:

r i

Philipplnesr arrd in May 1986 near

. The "JOCKEY 14r' Educatlonal Furrd memorlallzing the 16Lh SOS
squadron members lost on March \4' f994 off the coast of Kenya;

. The rtI,IERfT 84r' Educational EUnd memoriallzJ-ng the 55th SOS
squa&on members lost on October 29, L992 during a Joi:rt trainlng
accldent in Utaht

. The "SPIRIT O3fr Educational EUnd rnemorl-alizlng the 16th SOS
squadron msnbers lost on iranuary 31, f9ffirinC the GuLf War.

The fund is managed on behalf of tffSpecial Q>erations Hellcop-
ter Agsoctation, Hurlburt AtrBr Florida. flle pur?ose of the fund Ls to
provtde scholarshlps to the dependentg of members of tl.e 20th SpeclaL
Operatlons Sq:adron who have died In the llne of duty.

nJnd assets are malntained ln an AMF, independently nanaged,
lnterest-bearlng donor account. Expendltures from the fund are
restricted solely to the amounts awarded to the dependents of mernbers
of the 20th SOS for educational purposes. The responslbility for
awardlngr scholarshlp Erants to the designated reciplents o! the fi.:nd
restg with the Special Operations Hellcopter Association Tnrstees.

-,ed to the
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0peration6 Sguadron near the Bahamas. Three of the eight 20th SOS nembers
Iost their lives ln thls tragic accident while one sur:vived. fn october
1984 the squadron lost slx creunnembers aboard an MH-53;I Pave Low hell-copter
in an accldent in the Republic of the PhiHpplnes. Later, ln }day 1996-the
squadron Euffered the loss of another crewrrember aboard another MH-53J as
the result of an accident near

The fund honors the memories of the followlng squadron nembers lost
as a result of these three aircraft accidents:

A].l of whom are elj-qible to recelve educational asslstance from the fund.

Donatj.ons to the fund are tax-deductible in accordance wlth IRS rtr].es
and may be forwarded to the NIE/2O Sob Ftrnd, c/o Alrmen Mememorlal
Fourrda.tion, 5211 Auth Roadr SuLtland, MD 20146. Contrlbutl-ons through the
Combl-ned Federal Carnpalgn must be 4esignated for code 2LO2 (the .N.{E) and
donors must forward a copy of the CFC donor fo::n to the Foundatlon
designatfr-the AMF (#2LO2l ana fnaicating thelr intent to support the "2O
SOS" F\rnd. All contritutions are aclsr*rledged by the AI'IF.

- .Blr{F -

The AI,IF develops solutlons to conternporary problens withln the Air
Force enlisted communlty. A rrationally Tecognlzed charity (Nr. 2L021 ln
the annual Conbined Federal Campalgn, the $"1F is a mernber of the Mllltary
Veterans & Patriotlc Public Servlce Organizatlons of America I'ederation
and, ln addltion, receives contributione from AI'SA field organlzatlons,
lndlvlduals arrd corporate donors.

The Fotudatlon is an affillate of the Air Force Sergeants .Associatlon
(AFSA) , a nonlroflt organization represgntlng the profeEsional and per-
sonal lnterests of more than 1571 000 aqtive duty and retired enIlsted
meurbers of the U.S. Alr Porce, A1r Natiodal Guard and Air Force Reserve.
AF'SA also provides all fanlly menbers the opportunity to Join and support
the association as a member of AFSA or iEs Auxtliary.
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NEWSLETTER

(FORMERLY THE COMBAT READINESS NEWSLETTER AND OGOV NEWSLETTER)

,Jt N 94

T,GREAT ACHIEVEMEI{TS TN WAR A.NTD PEACE CATI ONLY RESULT TF
OFFICERS A.TVD MEN FONA A.}I IITDISSOLUBLE BAI{D OF BROTHERS . N

-  FIELD MARSHALL 
IAUL 

VON HTNDENBURG, 1934

FROM THE COCKPIT:

Greet ings crewdogs !  As i f  we didn' t  L
along comes another newsl-et ter .  HoI
somewhat fami l iar  and i f  anything ma
1it t1e easier.  This newslet ter  wi l I  cor
old Combat Readiness and OGOV newslet
reasons for th is.  First ,  as already men
wanton destruct i -on of  ra in forests.  St
Combat Readiness Div is ion.  Third,  s i r
Readiness Newslet ter  and am now respons
is eas j -er  to carry them together
i  mnnrt :nf  I  r . r  standardizat i -on and tactggr l9!1,  

/

should and wi l l  remain i -nseperable.
ronraqanl-q iho crrrranl-  avnar ian-a :nd

large and without your .r igorolr= input
Better to wi I l ingly discuss issues
j-nformal ly than to have this knowledge
a checkr ide.  Nuff  said.

STAN EVAL:

- On rotor shut.down, move t .he blade
posi t ion,  even with APP di f fusers.  Blades
extended APP ops,-such as laager ing.

annrrah t-A rord rnd An
vv,

I I rz l -h ' i  q r^r i ' l I  2nnair
'1 f  ,

'our overtasked l ives a
Ldate the ef for ts of  t .he
.  There is a couple of

€d, i t  wi l l  cuL down the
1, there is no longer a
f  assembled the Combat

for the OGOV let ter ,  i t
d f inal ly,  but  most

are natural-  a l l - ies and
before,  th is newslet ter
' i  r rhrc af  tha qarr :drnn 2l_uYssu! vrr  qu

i l ]  be of  l i t t le value.
st .andards and tact . i -cs

r -of  r r  I  
' l  

r r  pvf  yar l  od drrr i  na

- CAPO

o Lhe L2 to 1 O'Clock
re gett ing cooked dur ing

- Pubs reviews are very important "
nnmrr l  of  a .anr l  ' i  n r land ren: i  r  Thorr  r^r i  l  l.  r r ru l

-  Enl isted aircrew- Have your tests compl
your phase per iod.  No excuses wi l l  be en

- Dur ing aircraf t  runup at  home stat ion
equiprnent inside the white safety c i rc l -e

-  FEs- ensLrre that  you sign of f  the
Qrrnnnr i -  Err  i  nmanl-  nr i  nr  f -n arnh f  I  i  ahtuqvrr  !  r  rYrru

a l . r r r  t - l . ra
"  "r
r ta ined.

ensure that.  there is no

FORM 46 Record of  L i fe

ure that
checked

^,  ,1--  ̂y(Jur pu.os are
on evals.

second month of

-  FEs- double check the Chart  C weiqht a moment wi th the Form F.



n^l-  6nl-  ' i  a ' l  J-  a norf  nrm 2 a a

hiohest qual- .  When in an

-  HEELs on aircraf t  are operat ional .  Ensu
sel f  test .ed pr ior  to conduct ing NWO/Hoist
as a good backup.

- GIINNERS - in the aircraf t f orms , 9un
malfunct ion sheet to document weapon
completely and include the name of t .he
weapon.

- EVERYONE- open and cl-osed book Lest s
unacceptably 1ow- our standard is 90? min
tact ical- ,  a i rcraf  t . /def  ensive system know

- Upgrades are not the resul t  of  senior i t
potent ia l ,  or  "paying dues."  You wi l l

combat read

vigorous, enthusiast . ic  and
upgrade, you

l - l rararrnl . r ' l  r r  nr

-  I f  you are in an upgrade, be prepared t
c lass dur ing the Fr iday t ra in ing day.

-  PfLOTs- overal l -  instrumenL procedures
TE'P nni-  i  nn Fnr Aanl  n\m6hF 

-  
and €l  r r  t .  l rom fr !  

^  
vyurvrr  !v!  usPruyursrrLD arru j - -Ly Ll l t r : t t t  ] -

in i t ia l  entry procedures are weak. Whit . in
use i t .  Check r ides wi l l  be cr iven there.

-  IPs- i f  you can' t  do EP traj-ning loca1
go to Choctaw OLF, they have crash
capabi l i ty .

NTHE I't;M{ hIHO DOES NOT KNOW HOW TO S
ROB CHURCHES AI;TD TO USURP THETR R
PRIESTS, IS NOT FIT TO CARRY OAI

TACTICS:

-  We are st i l - l  in the midst  of  modify ing t
M-79 is being replaced by an M-16 w/Vt-ZO
GAU-5. Crew commanders schedule qround
armory guys.

-  Pr ior  to going to l ta ly check your ISO
wi11s, review the Laws of  Armed Conf l
t 'annr l r ra l -  l r : r ra rFQal-  rFnm Dlr  j  ' l  

I  i  nS r-hCr-k rrr . r r_1vvr4gsve/ rye vr levr\  Jvr

aal-  5h ' inFa' l  1-rr icf  f rom C:n' | -  T6r6rmorryEL ql l  I l lLg!  ! !  rL!  ! !vrLr va! /s

-  Cont inue working with the W&T and Intel
CAT Msns.

e t.hat t.hey are armed and
Cont inue usinq chemli tes

hop has provided a gun
problems. Fi11 i t  out

er that  operated the

res are start inq to l -ook
num. Also,  on checkr ides,
edge is s l ipping.

,  rank,  grade, promot ion
selected based on your

crewmember at t .he next
wi l l  be expected to be
n:rcd for crrarrr  r i  r ia

f  a:r .h 
^ 

q\ ,zqi-  omc / l -  :n l -  i  ac

re weak. Always plan dl l

andm t ime to t ime. ICAO
Field (South) has a PAR,

r r  r l r ra

sce

PLACES ON FIRE, TO
TO TMPRTSON

BORET, c.1-380

AI{D
t,

HONORE

e aircrew qun boxes. The
. This wi l l  d isplace one
hoots with the squadron

REP, powers of  at torney,
r : f  .  sf  r rdrr  f  he Code of"e I

survival  equipment,  and

fa v5h^6 =aFirr j i r rLv lqrrYs auLf vLLy,

:nr i  f i ra f - iaht ina

t r r rq f r . r  ? ' \ l r f  1-ncr l - lnor rrnrrr*I  
"  Jvu!
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- PILOTs- your upgrade and annual missiorf evals wil- l-  require that.
\ /^ ,  1 l . r r i  af  t -he 5 paragraph OPORD fOrmat.  II
-  Cont inue training on the COMANDO/MATT. { t  is  not  going to just  go
away. AFSOC has funded al l  4L Pavelows t . l '  ranairro tho rnAq./ i r larr"T

I
-  We are an integral  part  of  the communi. l ty 's CSAR capabi l i ty .  In
fact  we are the pr imary asset.  Be hungry I  for  knowledge. There are
alot  of  oId rescue guys around, pick theip brains.  Also,  our intel
guys have access to CSAR, E&E, and ot .her l re lated data.

I
- We may be goj-ng to MAWTS somet.ime i-n thp late FaIl.  The types of
th ings we hope to learn are:  evcasive ta{t ics,  rescue techniques,
dpf anqi  r rc qrzstems and procedures and JTF loperat ions.

-  I t  is  becoming evident that  our exper ier{ce level-  across the board
is somewhat reduced. This is not a s lam; al t 's  the painful  t rut .h.  We
^.-^ -^Fr ' i -^  rn over our head on alot  of  thhse reeent exercises.  ForctJ- E yE L uf  r rY rrr  v v g!  vu!  l rEqu vrr  qavL v!  LTTFDE !  EusrrL s-

example,  p i lots are confused about t .he cQmmand and cont.rol  wir ing
diagram for JTFs and JSOTFs. A1so, p+lots are unfami l - iar  or
^1ts^-^f  1^^- " laware of  some of t .he mos*r 1-^^ ' :  ̂  A^^+ r inal  t ruthsct-L LUyE L-f  rgr  Lrrrawa! c ur Dvrrrs u!  Lf  rc urvD ul  uaDru uvu u

concerning any number of  jo int  issues. WE need to start  educat ing
our men in house. You old heads are obl igpd to do t .h is.  Hopeful ly,
the new COMMANDO EDGE program wi l l -  help. pn the mean t ime, you new
guys should s ign up for some of the corfrses at  the Special  Ops
School  i f  you have the opportuni ty.  The bpttom l ine is that  we are
accept ingf  our roles and missions on certai . ln exercises at  face value
even when they are doctr inal ly f  aul ted a[- td our pi lots don'L know
what quest ions to ask.  I

I

I
I

T hnna 1- h:1- 1- Li  
-  

l  aFFa-y h:q nr6rrr i ;c - l,nrs rrewsreLLe, ** .d l  some usefu]  insight and
] . -d aaFFan \ '^ t t  fn | .h ' i  n l r inr . r  :1.rn"f  f l r ' i  nno lT1- ,q t -  ima 1-n ao1- hrnL fnlrd> yuLLErr yuu uv Llrarr^rrrY aluuL urrrrrYD. l f  L D Lf  r r rs LU ysL vaun Lv

some fundamentals.  Unfort .unat.ely,  in t .$ is business the basics
consist  of  an incredible amount of  inform{t ion.  The task at  hand i -s
daunt ing but not not insurmountable.  We ar le equipped with the tool-s
:nd neonl  e t9 tackle th iS r-hal  I  pncrc Al  l  f  haf  wF need iS 100?
indiv idual  ef for t ,  teamwork,  and leade{ship.  We have these in
surplus. PAVELOW EEADS! I

"THERE TS A SOUL TO AI;T ART'TY AS WELLI AS TO THE TNDIVIDUAL
I'IAI;I AAID NO GENERAL CE.M ACCOMPLTSH ITHE FULL WORK OF HTS
ARI'IY UNLESS HE COMMM{DS THE SOTJL Qr ntS MEN AS WELL AS
mTEIR BjDTES A.ilID LEGS n I

I
- G1NERAL WILLIAM T. SHERMAN

I
I
I
I
I

I
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nd most of you are about
rsonal  notes.  Latefy,  i t

come rnto vogue. I  can/ t
at t i tude. One should be

s erred in some way" then
o that he can learn f rom
nity.  Of course, i f  the

isregard for  safety or
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r - l -  r l  menfa' l i l_rz iq moql_ ' l rz
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e in.  With th is in mind,
occurred to me recent ly
a nut shel- l ;  whi le at

IMC in a pass and T took
the svstem and did a 180

condi t ions.  To dispense
f cd thal-  t -  hc 43ss looked
on clear ly so I  to ld the
at decis ion and one that

xci tement.  To the crew' s
ef  and al though I  took
the beat ing.  I t 's  the
d. I  have been Pave Low

t t ime that I  encountered
eve that i t  is  because I
uLe we made an impromptu
and f  was at tempt inq to

r a potent ia l ly  hazardous
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the si tuat ion ei ther and
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,ILET YOUR CHARACTER BE ABOVE REPR
WAY TO EARN MEN' S OBEDTENCE. I'

FROM THE COCKPIT:

This newslet ter  comes to you in mid-mont.h
l - r r r f  T am aaf I  i  na rorr l r r  I  a horr l  f  nr  Tl-  a ' l  r ruuL f  qur YsLLfrry lgquy Lv rrsqs lvr  ruqry

to embark upon another JRT. Just  a few p
woufd appear that  publ ic repentrutce has
-^- .  Lr^- ts r  - -  ^ ' r  F^^^tsr^^- * ' r  eased Wif  h th iDAy L j laL f  arrr  ar  Lvys Lrrgr va,

held accounLable for  h is act .s and i f  he h;
an opportuni ty to make good be af forded
che exper ience and st i l l  maintain his di
incident.  d isplays mal-  ice or wanton d
direct ives then our super iors need to mak
:1_ mnqnhara nf  rnv j  aFv i  d l - ra i  na fnc1- ara,qLrLrvoyrru!u v!  arr i rELy fD vErrrY !vDLErgi

mistake. f  bef ieve that th is "zero-defr
misunderstanding, lack of  communicat
environment of  constant stress that we l - i '
a l low me to ' fess up about something tha
I h:  I  T hnnc - ' r  I  learn f  rom .  ILIIAU r r rv l /g yVU qff  UAl l  J

Ashevi ' l  I  e.  on ^^ "^^-^J- r ide we went,  vLL arr  nu ul /y lqus

control  of  the aircraf t  f rom the pi lot  on
' i  n f  he sor ' rn and errenf rral  I  \ /  returned to VM
with al- l  the detai ls,  some of  the crew st
( - ) t rsr-rrred kxr f r .^  l . r i l r -  r  nni l r  c see the hor iuv vl  r"Y r

niIof  fo r :onf  inUe. fn fet lo<ncr ' t_ nrr t_ A.t- t '
t / t lv* :J '

resul- ted in several  seconds of  efevated r
credi t  I  was roundly pummel led in debr
of  f  ense to some comments I  accept.ed
cont inuing comments that  have me concern
rrrral  i  f  ied f  or  6 vFars and f  h is is the f  i rs
this s i tuat ion whi le TFing. I  l ike to bel
plan careful ly and t .h ink ahead. On this r
leg due to poor wx on our planned course
arrmrr l  a1_ a .an rrnr-rr : r la Carf  a ' i  n l  r r  a ra? ' i  na f  r*.Y:JT.IqL

sj- tuat ion.  I  d id not say that " f  could fe
wpuld bel ieve. I  was not reaf happy about
r-erf  e ' i  n l  r . r  do nOt entertain f  ee' l  i  ncrs of  inrt*"
Fnr th i  q l -  n hannan 1- n ma :a: ' i  n r- .1 ] - - - '^Lv!  LraIrPErr LU rrLs q\- lqf f r  ar lu l lavg

ddal wi th such a c i rcumstance. Cont inu
bf ief  your missions and have a good bac
: lqn ha ihnrnrrrrh :nd nnl-h ' inc Iofr  r rnc: i r l

up r : f  an "  Debr ief  should



l l ino post-mission tales in the squadr n is somet imes funnv but
ten div is ive.  I f  we are constant lv c ecking our s ix for  whqt

ing to develop the t.rust
war and maybe die for

ieve me f 'm used to i t .

hers are sayi-ng then how are we ever g
confidence in one another to go t

adron mates? This isn ' t  about me;
a

S

r

tr
t

i
s
q

's  about al l  of  you. We al- I  hear the ba
ot.  of  counsel- l - ing and helping going on.

me good advice. I  have asked for your
ain to make the Fight ing Two-zero a

-mouthing but I dono t. see
Tf r . ra n=n t  i  nrr l  I  l -  naal .  l rar

help and inputs t ime and
more ef fect ive uni t .  In

help our brother and sLart  showing s respect for  one another
en vou can imaqine the consequences. Ma y of us have new jobs and
ew quals and the overal l  experience 1
n' t  a man of  you out there that isn ' t  i

vel  is  fa i r ly  1ow. There
rewing up that can' t  use

i t ion to being aircrew and mi l i tary rsonnel- ,  you are also a
nd of  brothers.  OK?

- CAPO

,AN EVAL:

9tt . ( ) t \ -  anal t ra rnlr  \ /nr l
I  "*

are logging yo r  r - r r r rFnr!r /  double check
wit .h ins f rom t ime to t ime. Remind the sche ul-ers when \zou are

months of an eval-

AIJL- cockpit  and cabin l - icrht discipl ine
l_

I
t f r ior  is  much too br ight  to

' l  . i f  
^^ ^- ,1 
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INSTRUCTORS- you guys need to get toge
to get the fPs together but FEs a
.  Of import  is  instruct ion technique,

i4rgs,  and future upgrade candidates.

Qinna TfEET,c .ara 
^nar=, l -  

i  nn: l  nham' l  ' i  f  aq
t  errerrr f

chrnique and not mandatory.

her once i -n awhi]e.  I '  11
Gunners need to do the

trends, better ways to do

n the exi ts are str ict . l -y

ENLISTED AIRCREW- this comes from you:
I1 be supported by the Os. I f  you do
t$in your f i rst  two months of  e l ig ib i
t ter  of  Counsel l ing to be signed by yo

Qan pul1 i t .  Don' t  be the f i rst .

enl- isted leadership and
not complete your tests
i ty then you wi l l  get  a
r  Fl ight  Commander.  Only

apon malfunct ions whi l -e
re below 500' ,  then you

ect ive are r ight
,  and direct ives

arouind
cl-asses

se cl-asses.



t ra in ing for guys in
s and make it a two wav

sis on ground evals.  I f
kr ides,  we wif  l -  come to

to be revj-ewed. They were
longer apply to us and

overpr ints.  I t 's  a good
nsf rrrctors.  wolunteer t .ogvvv!9,

ait  t .o be assiqned one.

si te checks as you woul-d
f ly ing airways t .o other

. ' r  DAP q f la l -  ur i  l -  l r  \ /Ar r  r

n' l  an .  i  t  wi ' l  ' l  
ref  ]ect  .t  Lv

s AND SOME GOOD
ARE FAR MOREosE

ARMY WILLIAM T. SHERMAN

8 Jul- and
ou need to

request ing

rng

only 4 guys
go to these.

crew ground
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FI

eof
h' i  ah

those 3-1 and other
this mater ia l  is  no
i-nterest  eval  i tem.

are lot .s of  c l -assi f ied
i fs down to is that  vou

rat ion and desi-qn of the
^ ' l  ^^^^PfEqDCing hard on this,

d.  Vol-unteer to be an
c and admin i tems, that .
a break.

t .e l -v and a ]ot  of  fo lks
e these facts,  but  no one
et th is go to your head.
ight  to be recognized.

-  INSTRUCTORS- don' t  take short  cuts on g.
upgrade. Be thorough on what you discus
slreet.  Checkr ides wi l l  g ive greater emp

ys appear i I I -prepared for their  c
their  instrucLors for  explanat ions.

INSTRUCTORS- our 672s for upgrades need
sed on MACR 51,-2 overpr i-nts which no
SOCR 5L-2 (not released yet)  does not ha

fai l re L(J redssess OUf t fa l -n]-ng pfogfam.

view/repair  an upgrade program. Don'L

A
c

prepare ror your com
PIan on tr l - rnq IFR a

annroar-hes -  i  nciudi*-yy.vgvrrvv/ f

PILOTS-
r your
r f  ie l -ds

yLrLr wr_L_L

Tac eval- .
to shoot

f
a

ml_ner in advance. I f  you do not have

HAVE GOOD CORPORALS AI{TD SER
,S AI{D CAPTAINS, ATTD

TAITT THAI;T GOOD GENERAI',S. "
_ GENERAL OF T

TACTICS:

- There was a ground shoot schedul-ed f
sf iowed up. I f  you are avai lable,  then
Al-so,  crew commanders need to cont inu
stroots.

-  F 'Eq .and ni  I  af  c aar1a., i  a l  I  r r  q l -  : r l -  h i  l_

classi f ied tact ics mater ia l .  Your know]e
lpnger taken for granted. This info is e

- This DNA test ing is not opt ional .  The
rQasons why we are doing i t  but  what i t
h{d better get 1t  done.

-  We st i l l  need good ideas for the conf i l
afrcrew gun boxes. The armory guys are wo
help wi th your suggest ions.

-  The Pl-ans shop is always shorthanc
ar. i rgmentee. Even i f  you help with logist
9|ves the addi t ional-  duty planners qui te

- We have been gett ing a lot  of  medal-s
h{ve been gett ing promot.ed. Not to bel i t t
h{s been shoot ing at  us lateIy so don' t
G+t back to basics and keep earning the



_t/

Y

\/n1 rr  2nnr^2-haa:t-  \ r^r l r
"vv-

Tla nats 
^]  - -  

L- . , . i  
-^  

Fauv l lv  L Prqrr  vrr  r ra v f , r rY Lv

s is st i ] I  considered an
Mai Hererra about our

y wi th Capt Sipper ly 's
ght Center to take a l -ook

and al- l-ow us to f l-y some
e meant ime, i f  you see a
ds, "GPS or VOR a9,"  you
civ i l - ians can because of

buy.

s regular ly,  and travel-
Iease ensure that these
ed for the f l - ight ,  ensure

f  a ( ;  a 112r.  m=ni f  acl-  q)
\ ! .v.  yq^ rrrqf f r !uuuu/ /

prof i le IAW direct ives

e safet .y.  I t  makes sense
reased r isk missions, and

enough as a squadron to
t may seem that we are
I t 's  noL a matter of  the

e of  survival .  Surviv ing
attendant administrat ive

.  DOV has a SAV start inq
Lhe 16SoW QAFA (ORI) is
re for  these now as wel- l -
ncy.  Hang in there guys;
oqether . PAVELOW LEADS !

'TTE DTFFEREMT FROM

L GEORGE S. PATTON, JR.

SAFETY:

- Ensure that you have the wx to shoot
dlsL. inat ion and/or have good al ternates.
shoot an ILS backed up by the syst .em. Th
eineFgency act ion . tr talked w / l-  6ocloco
pfoblems with approaches and hopeful l
assd-stance, we can get the fnstrument Fl- i
ap pome of our unique system capabi l i t ies
d[rScted sel f -contained approaches. In t
"FPF" approach in an approach plate such
cpnfrot  shoot i t  wi th cPS only,  a l though
the FAA cert i f ied equipment that  they ca

, r ,^  -  , . t  of  incent ive r i  des.  f  l  w T-  yYE yf  vg arvu v!  r r lugrrurvE !rsgD t  LLI  r

wli- th maintenance aboard qui te a bi t .  I
. , i .
ipdf i -v iduals are proper ly br iefeci  and at t i :
a l l  predeparLure documentat ion is comple
apd that you are f  ly ing the appropr i -at ,
bhsbd on their  status.

Tfre newsletter has been expanded to j-nclu
cfnpider ing our fur ious ops tempo, our inc
the fact  that .  we can' t  get  together of ter
d[sfuss th is important considerat ion.  ]
t fkf lng a hard l ine as of  late and we are.
nfw guys in charge rat t l ing cages, but ol
or] r r ,peacet ime garr ison rout ine wi th i ts
opl fgat ions,  as wel l  as survival  in comba
6 Sppt,  our ASET is around JuI 95 and.
sahfduled for Feb/Mar 96. We need to prep
a$ $tay sharp for  the unannounced cont ing
wd l tave to pick up the pace so let 's  pul I

"TAKE CALCULATED RISKS. THAT IS
BEIIAIG R;ASH. N

- GEN
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act ion i tems for

hed the H-53 planner
br ief .  We cannot
we don' t  know how to

must reach the planning
ct ef fect ive combat
ext cont ingency

es to the COMM PIan
s without saying that

ult enough without
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OPERA
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MEMORANDUM FOR 16 OSS/OGOXS

FROM: 20 SOS/CC ( l , t  Col  Hoover)
2LO Bennett  Ave.
Hurlburt ,  Flor ida 32544-5730

SUB,fECT: Operation UPHOLD DEMOCRACY

1. The 20 SOS submits the fo l lowing
Operation UPHOLD DEMOCRACY.

a. Ti t le:  Late SPIN's.

(  a )  Dl-SCUSSI-On: Ine : iP-LNS re

only 2 hours before the Target 27 updat
aFf aot-  i r ra ' l r r  ang:age in COmbat.  miSSiOnS i

operate in the AO.

(2) Recommendat ion:  The SPIN'
cel l  in a t imelv manner in order to co
operat ions.  Ensure t .h is happens on the
operat ion.

b.  Ti t le:  COMM Plan Changes.

(1) Discuss j -on:  Or ig inal ly,  c
were passed out in a t imely manner.  I t
execut ing a jo int  a i r  operat ion is di f f i
having the current communications data.

n!

ctL

a.

unt i l
AI. \J .

(2)

d.  Ti t le

(1)
lat .e.  We had
br ief  in order

dat ion:  Same

Of Engagemen

on: Rules of
nual ly scramb

out to the c

Q) Recommendat ion:  Same as above.

Ti t le:  Late ATO.

(1) Discussion: The ATO was e
were 2 -  3 days into t .he operat

t remely late.  I t  wasn' t
on t .hat we received the

were always
t ime for the

effect ively

fove.
I

fement cards
nal-  l -ham i  n
5ee

How can you

aDa

t r .

Enga
le to
rews.

Recommen
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Di-scussi
to cont i

Fa naaa
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engage in combat operat ions i f  you don'
Remember,  there could be ser ious legal
knowing and understanding the ROE's.

Q) Recommendat ion:  Same as

Tit le:  Suspect Mission Taskin

(1) Discussion: On the surfa
the 20 SOS was not beinq tasked throuqh
would appear that the , fSOTF conduct,ed j

not necessar i ly  in support  of  JTF 190.
operat ions were being generated at  the
at the .ISOTF or JSOACC staff as woul-d

Q) Recommendat. ion:  Ensure
qenerated and disseminated at  the app

f .  T i t le:  Chain Of Command.

(1) Discussion: The whole ch
ident i f ied nor understood.

(2) Recommendat ion:  Off  the
a clear chain of  command ( to include t
plan i tsel f .

g.  Ti t le:  SAR

( 1) Discussion: Hel icopters /
inherent SAR capabi l i ty .  Some are more
i f  i t  can hover and i f  i t  has a hoist ,  i
Howewer,  not  a l l  hel icopters are the sa
hel icopters have the same performance.
gross weights,  the H-53 doesn' t  have th
€' I  i  ^L{-  ^€ "r  . i  ̂ h f  l  v  I  oar lcd H_50s. Addi t i! ! lYrru v!  r rYrrur/  lvqggu l I

60, were i t  to crash, would not f i l l  up
capabi l i ty .  When endurance and AR cap
the di f ferences between the aircraf t  are
t.hat.  the best plat . form to SAR a f l ight.  o
Simi lar ly,  an H-47's ACL is typical ly 10
an H-53 can handle and even more t .han th
Therefore.  i  n addi t ion to fhe sneed -  ev!/evs,  v

dif ferences. an H-53 or an H-50 is incap
adequate SAR coverage for an H-47 becaus
l imitat ions.  f  t  seems as though t .he H-4
choice for SAR coverage for a f l ight .  of
that  has expressed an interest  in taking
SOF SAR mission is the 55th SOS. Other
as far  as I  know, anythi-ng that says tha
mission. Addi t ional ly,  as long as we ha
resLr ict ion on dissimi lar  format ion,  hav
formatj-on of Army helos t .akes on added 1
complexi ty.  For instance, when we were

know the ROE's.
amif icat ions by not

bove

. :  ts . . .^ . . ' r  I  - - )eaf  t .hatr  LL W\JUfU 4P!

the correct  channels.  I t
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20 personnel  h igher than
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rance, and AR
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formation during UPHOLD DEMOCRACY, we had to make a concerted
effort  t .o f ind out where t .he OPORD br iefs were being held,  what
f l ight .  lead's intent ions concerning the SAR birds were, and even
what f requencies we were expected to monitor.  Not being part  of
the " format ion" tends to keep us in the dark about manv of  the
' i  mnnr1-,an1- mi ssion detai ls.+rrrvv!

(2) Recommendat ion:  Push for each aircraf t  type in SOF
helo format ions to provide their  own internal  SAR coverage. A
format ion of  H-53s should have an H-53 SAR plat form, and H-47
format ion should have an H-47 SAR plat form, and an H-60 format ion
shoul-d have an H-60 SAR plat form. Obviously,  th is shuld be
tempered with some common sense. A mixed format ion could be
adequaLely covered by t .he largest aircraf t 's  SAR plat form. For
. . :  

-  ^r  , - ,L^
-Lr l 'DL-crrruc,  wrrc l l  w€ are escorted by hel icopter gunships,  our SAR
helo can cover them, too.  Also,  a mixed format ion of  l i t t le
birds and H-6Os could be covered by the H-60 SAR he1o. This is a
fundamental  change in the way we ( the SOF aviat ion community)
v iews organic SAR, and wi l l  have to be implemented by ACCE.
n' l+- l rn ' .ah t - ] - ra Armrr qhioc 2r^72\/  f rnm tha qAp micq' inn f ]Al tnougn tne ^-* . , . /  * . ,*r  v4g! ! r !4vprvrr ,  

-Jey 
are

ecrrr innecl  as we- l  I  as we are for  the mission.

h. Ti t le:  Mission Tasking.

(1) Discussi-on: Near ly al l  of  the tasking for the PAVE
LOW" s was short  not ice and not planned out.  fn order to ensure
that assets and aircrew were avai lable for  these no not ice
taskings, ai rcrew were kept on a near constant al-ert  for  the
depioyment.  The taskings that were actual- Iy executed were ones
that were planned for by the ground side but were late in actual
tasking for by the air  s ide.  None of  the missions were " in-
extremis" or immediate response required. The end resul t  was the
hal i  r -onf  crs and crews beincr on f  hc end nf  l -  hc rrrr-rzn 5ts+i  *^
I IgI IVVVLgI D qI IU U!gWD !gI I IY VII  LI IE EIIU V! UIIE IV IV DL! ITIY .

(2) Recommendat ion:  The tasking chain of  communicat ion
between the JOC and the ground assets needs to be signi f icant ly
improved. Putt ing aircraf t  on constant alert  is  not the answer
+-^ i  mnrnnor n ' l  :nn' i  na

i .  T i t le:  Familv Readiness.

(1) Discussion: AFSOC does not have a formal fami ly
readiness program. The end resul t  is  improper handl ing and
readiness of  the dependent fami l ies when AFSOC depl-oys.

(2) Recommendat. ion:  The USMC has successful ly
inst i tuted a key wives/fami ly readiness program for several
years.  AFSOC should t .ake this program or a s imi lar  one and
inst i tute i t  immediately.

j  .  Ti t le:  Mission Rout ing/ f iming Deconf l ic t ion

(1) Discussion: A comparison of  mission rouLing and
t iming for aI I  squadrons was not thoroughly completed or readi ly



available in the
of PAVE LOW's f lYi

(2) Re
deconf l ic t ion p
staf f .

TOC result ing in,
through an AC-l-30

ndation: Ensure
are reviewed

one occasion, a f l ight
in tweak area.

E,ingltiming
completed by COIVIAFSOF

LT Col, USAFDONALD L.
Commander
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