


1991,
History of the 20 Special Operations

Squadron

MAJCOM: AFSOC Location: Hurlburt Air Field (Eglin field 9)

Ving: 1 Special Operations Ving Typ. Aircraft: MH-53J

# Hours : UNK # Sorties: UNK

Passengers: UNK Cargo: UNK lbs. Expended 7.62: UNK rds 50 CAL: LINK

Commander: Lt. Col. Richard L. Comer

Senior Enlisted: Chief Master Sergeant John D. Selfridge

Personnel Strength (Min/Max): UNK Officers UNK Enlisted

Commentary:7991saw the 20th continuing vigilance in the deserts of Saudi Arabia and Kuwait. Early
inJanuary the war in Kuwait became more than a waiting game. According to General Schwartzkopf
the 2Oth had the distinction of "starting the war". Several missions were flown for SAR activities as
well as special operations.

Significant Missions: 2l January 1991. captain Tom Trask, Maior Michael E. Homan, Tsgt James A.
Peterson, Jr., Tsgt Gregory Vanhyning, Msgt Timothy B. Hadrych, and Sgt Craig Dock flew through
numerous hazards at nap of the earth levels into the Iraq desert to rescue Navy Lt. Devon Jones. This
marks the first successful combat SAR since the Vietnam war.

Significant Awards: Air Force Cross: Silver Star:
Distinguished Flying Cross: Bronze Star:
Purple Heart: Air Medals:



B]OGRAPHY

OF

LIEUTENANT COLONEL RICHARD L. COMER

Lieutenant Colonel  Richard L.  Comer is the Commander of  the 20th
Special  Operat ions Squadron, lst  Special  Operat j -ons Wing, Hur lburt
Field,  Flor ida.

Lieutenant Colonef Comer was born in Gastonia,  North Carol ina.  He
is a 1-973 graduate of  the Air  Force Academy and at tended
undergraduate hel icopter pi lot  t ra in ing unt i l  June 1974.

After t ransj- t ioning to the HH-53 at  Hi l I  Air  Force Base, Utah, he
spent.  L975 in the 40th Air  Rescue and Recovery Squadron at  Nakhon
Phanom Royal  Thai  Air  Base, Thai land. He cont inued in H-53s in
assignments to Sembach Air  Base, Germany, (1,976-I9 ' /8)  ,  and Kir t l -and
Air  Force Base, New Mexico, (1919-1980). He at tended the
Universi ty of  North Carol ina at  Chapel  Hi l l  f rom 1981 -L982,
graduat ing wi th a Master 's Degree in Engl ish Li terature.  He had a
fol low-on assignmenL as assist .ant  professor of  Engl ish at  the Air
Force Academy from Mav 1-982 to December 1985.

Returning to f ly ing in 1-986, he requal i f ied in the H-53 at  Kir t land Air
Force Base, New Mexico, and arr ived at .  the 41st Aerospace Rescue and
Recovery Squadron at  McClel- l -an Ai-r  Force Base, Cal- i fornia,  in June L986.

Lieutenant Colonel  Comer arr j -ved at  the 2Oth Specj-a1 Operat ions Squadron
in May 198'7,  and served as assi-stant operat ions of f icer and operat ions
off icer before assuming dut ies as the squadron commander in June L990.

He was promoted t .o l - ieutenant colonef in September 1-989.

Lieut.enant Co1onel  Comer is a command pi lot  wi th 3,000 f ly ing hours.  His
decorat ions incl-ude the Dist inguished Fly ing Cross, the Bronze Star,  the
Meri tor ious Service Medaf,  the Air  Medal wi th one Oak Leaf Cluster,  the
Aerial-  Achievement Medal,  the Air  Force Commendat ion Medal wi th two Oak Leaf
c ' l r rq+-arq tha Qepfat  ReadinesS Medal_ wi th one Oak Leaf Cl_uster,  the Nat ional,  errv

Defense Service Medal,  the Southwest Asia Service Medal,  and the
Humanitar ian Service Medal- .

L ieut.enant Col-onel-  Comer is marr ied to t .he former Stephanie Bushnel I  of
Col-orado Spr ings. They have a son, Warren, and a daughter,  Melanie.



17 Jan 91

19 Jan 9l

2l Jan 91

27 Jan 9I

lC Feb 91

CHRONOLOGY OF DESERT STORM MISSIONS

H+22 nin 4 x MH-5lJs led init ial str ike of DESERT STORM
Eager Anvil  - Led 8 x H 64 to open a corridor in EW
ra i t  + -  Acf t  Fl t  rm: njd -  i .6,0356 -  i .6,  r ; l ,o -  i .B,
0369 -  3.7

Moccasin 04 & 05 FIew 1f0NM into Iraq searching for a shotdown
F-16 (Stroke 55) pi lot near Tall i l  AB in heavy fog at night
using Pave Low unique equipment. Searched for 20min, then
diverted to another location for J0 more min. ACS informed
that they were detected so they returned to base.
Tai l  / l  -  Acf t  Fl t  Tm: 0930 -  5.2,0369 -  5.2

Moccasin 04 & 05 rescued F-14 oi lot near AA Assud AB Slate 46
MOC 05 spent 6 L/2 f ly ing in enemy terr i lory.
Picked up survivor A-10 destroyed enemy truck attempting to
close with slate 46; performed air refueling w/BOA 22,

First knoln US/UK joint hel icopter combat mission I MH-53 lead
I UK CH47 to search for & rescue a beleaguered UIC SF team
north of Baghdad. They searched for 40 min and f lew for 4.0
hours,  but  found not l r ing.
Tai l  / l  -  Acf t  Fl t  Tm: 1630 -  6.6

5 Feb 91 2 x l,1H-53Js departed form King Fahd with Navy Seals and Combat
Rubber raiding craft to inf i l trate by SOF Duck two l. lavy Recon &
Survei l l  teams I t  NM offshort  f rom Kuwait  Ci ty.
Tail  1l - Acft Flt Tm: 0369 - 3.6, 0930 - 5.0

/  reo yI 4 helo jo int  format ion level  by 2 MH-5}Js.  First  covert
inf i l t rat ion of  e l i te SF into I raq,  f i rst  50,000 Ib emergency
war plan gross weight mission, f l i rst air refueling by helos
behind enemy l ines,  f i rst  inf i l  of  US SF vehic les into l raq.  5
nrs.
Tai l  / l  -  Acf t  Fl t  Tmz 5797 -  3.7.0367 -  4.5

6 Ship joint helo formation, 3 MH-53Js lead one sl ick helo & 2
gunships to insert f  vehicles and SF team members behind enemy
l ines.  One rehearsal  pr ior  to mission.
Tai l  / l  -  Acf t  Fl t  Tm: 0930 -  5.O,0367 -  4.3,5797 -  4.3

L2 Feb 9I I  MH5l lead I MH600 and 2 MHI 9 miles offshore from Kuwait City
to insert a seal recon & surv team.
Tail  /F - Acft Flt Tm: 0356 - 3.9

l3 Feb 91 5 ship jo int  helo format ion lead oy I  MH-51J, 2 helos were
gunship escorts.  Inserted el i te SF personnel  & vehic les deep
into Iraq. Helos spent 23 nin on ground-longest any helicopter
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17 Feb 9T

19 Feb 91

19 Feb 91

22 Feb 9I

23 Feb 9I

23 Feb 9I

remained on ground pr ior  to G-day. MH5l lead directed gunships
to proceed to seek and destroy enemy SSMs.
Tai l  / l  -  Acf t  Fl t  Tm: 5797 -  5.0

5 ship joint helo formation. 1 MH5l led 2 heavy l i f t  C1-147s
and 2 gunships to insert el i te SF personnel and vehicles behind
enemy l ines. They spent 2 L/2 hours in enemy terri tory and air
refueled on the return tr ip in Saudi airspace. Rehearsal on 15
Feb.
Tai l  l l  -  Acf t  FI t  Tmz 5797 -  4.4

4 ship jo int  helo format ion.  I  MH-51 lead I  s l ick & 2 gunships
I l0 NM into I raq for covert  inf iLtrat i .on of  e l i te SF personnel ,
resupply,  and exf i l  of  personnel .  Enroute wx was poor 53s
radar fai led. f4H5l mission commander diverted gunships 60NM
north to interdict  enemy SSMs. Air  refuel  on return t r ip in
Saudi  a i rspace.
Tai l  i l  -  Acf t  Fl t  Tm: 5795 -  5.5

4 ship joint helo formation, 2 l,1153s led 2 l'1153s for Navy Seal
recon & surv at Jazirat Kubbar Island 17 NM off coast of Kuwait
UlTV.

Tai l  / l  - 'Acf t  Fl t  Tm: 1630 -  2.2,  0355 -  2.2

4 ship joint helo formation. 2 VlH53s &. 2 MHfs for Navy Seal &
Kuwait i  Resistance inf i l  at  Jazirat  Kubbar Is land. 2
rehearsals.
Tai l  i l  -  Acf t  FI t  Tm: 8356 -  2.3,0369 -  2.5

2 MH5ls inserted US Army ld SF surv & recon team 150 NM into
I t  dU o

Tai l  / l  -  Acf t  Fl t  Tm: 1530 -  5. I ,  0930 -  5.0

3 ship MH5l helo formation insert ld SF recon & surv team deep
into I raq only 10 NM from el i te Republ ican Guard elements.  One
team was compromised and one helo emergency exfi l trated them.
2 I/2 hours behind enemy l ines.
Tai l  / l  -  Acf t  Fl t  Tm: O356 -  11.5,  OJ64 -  10.5,  0369 -  I0.9

6 ship joint helo formation, 2 MH53 2CH41 2 gunships f lew
behind enemy l ines in v ic in i ty of  act ive enemy air f ie ld H-f  to
insert el i te SF long range recon personnel & vehicles. Crews
coordinated diversionary airstr ikes and EVi (ECM) f lew through
poor wx and heavy dust obscur ing v is ib i l i ty .  Flew at  EWP
50,000 lbs and air  refueled behind enemy l ines.
Tai l  1 l  -  Acf l  Fl t  Tm: 5789 -  4. I ,5797 -  4.8

24 Feb 9I

26 Feb 91 7 ship joint helo formation. MH5l Yankee GI carried main force
& el i le SF on the f i rst  jo int  a i r  land direct  act ion mission to
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neutralize enemy communications facil i ty. Encountered heavy
AAA on target that was neutralized by coordinated tucair
strike. Encountered AAA on egress. Flew 4 hrs and air
refueled in Saudi air space.
Tai l  / l  -  Acf t  Fl t  Tm: 5795 -  4.7

27 Feb 9L 2 ship joint helo formation. FIew over 200 miles into Iraq to
resupply elite.SF team. MH5l had hydraulic problems which

h-ffipm ;:::i::itlfioiii3o,llof^" 
sround in rraq' Lonsest

Tai l  / f  -  Acf t  Fl t  Tm: 0367 -  6.0

27 Feb 91 10 ship jo int  helo format ion.  3 MH53 f lew into KCIA to
reinforce coal i t ion forces. Flew through poor wx and into a
hot LZ. Air  refueled on return t r ip.
Tai l  / l  -  Acf t  Fl t  Tm: 0358 -  6.2,0364 -  6.2,0356 -  6.A

27 Feb 9L 9 ship joint helo formation. 3 1"1H53 led formation at heavy
weight through poor visibi l i ty from burning Kuwait i  oi l  wells
through unknourn threat to inf i l trate reinflorcements into Kuwait
International Airport. Hot inf i l  and mines and obstructions at
air f ie ld.  First  coal i l ion aircraf t  to land KCIA.
Tai l  / l  -  Acf t  Fl t  Tm: 0355 -  6.0,0358 -  6.2,0364 -  6.2

28 Feb 91 6 ship joint helo formation. 4 MH5l led to reinforce troops
SOCCENT in KCIA. Enroute aircraft had fuel transfer problems
whichf1ightengineerrepairedin-byswitchingprobe
extension and tank transfer electffiaTl6666ctions.
Tai I  / l  -  Acf t  Fl t  Tm: 5789 -  5.4,0930 -  4.4,0758 -  4.8,

0369 - 4.5

28 Feb 91 2MH53 were the f irst aircraft to land at the US embassy in
Kuwait  Ci ty to inf i l t rate t roops to secure the US mission.
Tai l  i l  -  Acf t  Fl t  Tm:0356 -  5.3,0364 -  5.3

28 Feb 91 2 t4H53 flew a l:otal of 3 sorties for 5 hours in the KTO in I/2
mile visibi l i ty in unknown threat to search for a shot down US
fighter pi lot. Flew out of King Fahd and Kuwait City.
Tai l  / l  -  Acf t  Fl t  Tmz 5789 -  I .6,  O93O - 1.5

28 Feb 91 8 ship joint helo formation. 1MH53 led a mission into NW lraq
to emergency exfi l  an el i te SF recon force and vehicles. Spent
l0 minutes on the ground. Over 3 hours behind enemy l ines.
Tai l  / l  -  Acf t  Fl t  Tm: 5795 -  4.2

I  
. }4AQ' 

7f  i?e:"eaiz -  , r4RPt 3i : .  i r -L i . ic , -  Zc . .  s. . , - . - , - l  ' " : " -  s-r+i5,- , r7 ' ; : . , r r iJ t ' .  cu

3 Mar 91 5 ship joint helo forrnation. I MH5f flew almost 200 miles into
Irao to exf i l t ra le el i te SF recon team & vehic les.
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