










































































































































































































the mi l i tary as the most
technologically advanced in the
free world is scheduled Friday for
a roll-out ceremony at the Pen-
sacola Naval Air Station.

The redesignated MH-53J Pave
Low IIIEs are being reconfigured
for covert operations by Narly
maintenance workers from ex-
isting Sikorsky HH-53C Jolly Green
Giant choppers that have been us-
ed by the Air Force for the past 20
years.

The Pave Low modifications are
designed to enable the helicopters
to s l ip behind endmy l ines
undetected to perform a variety of
secret missions, including the
rescue of down pilots. The recon-
figured helicopters will be assigned
to the lst Special Operations Wing
at nearby Hurlburt Field.

The MH-53J is the first helicopter
to be equipped with satellite com-
municat ions and navigat ion
systems, said officials of the Naval
Aviation Depot at the air station.

Satellite navigation combined
with other systems, including a
projected-map display,  are
described in a Navy press release
as giving the helicopter the
ultimate in precision navigation.

Officials said the modified chop-
per also has various secure voice-
radio systems, a mission-control
computer, titanium armor plating
and advanced electronic
eountermeasures and flare and
chaff dispensers designed to con-
fuse enemy radar systems and
anti-aircraft missiles.

The Pave Low has terrain-
following and avoidance radar and
forward-looking infrared systems
that will let the helicopter fly at
very low altitutes to avoid radar

detection.
It is armed with .5O-caliber

machine guns and a rapid-fire
mini-gun system.

Officials said the modifications
are based on needs discovered dur-
ing prior conflicts, infiltrations and
rescue-and-recovery attempts
behind enemy lines.

The 1st Special Operations Wing,
whose motto is "Any Time, Any
Place," was involved in 1980 in the
i l l - f  ated at tempt to rescue
Amprican hostages from Iran, but
Navy helicopters were used for
that mission. A helicopter collided
on the ground with an Air Force
C-130 cargo plane, killing eight ser-
vicemen, including five from the
Hurlburt unit.

In addition to the 41 major
modifications being made to
upgrade the helicopters, each air-
craft is undergoing a Service Life

Extension Program, or SLEP,
designed to make sure they are air-
worthy well irito the 21st century by
replacing critical components, said
Marge Sanders,  a Navy
spokeswoman.

She said the SLEP and recon-
figuration have been budgeted for
g300 million, including work being
performed by 16 subcontractors.

The project was assigned to the
Nalry because the Pensacola dePot
has been designated as the
primary overhaul point for all H-53
type helieopters operated bY both
services, Ms. Sanders said.

The remaining 40 helicopters will
be completed over the next two
years.

In the meantime, the prototype
will be undergoing six months of in-
tensive test flying.

THE AIR FORCE'S MH.53J PAVE LOW IIIE
...hovers over field at Pensacola Naval Air Station
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