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3. Only four Air  Medals appear to have been forwarded (Capts Hester,
Moore).  There are s ix part ic ipants who are in the squadrotr /wing ana'
(u.g. ,  Capt Jones, UH-lN Fl ight  Examiner,  etc.)

RECOI'fVIENDATION:

Harden, Shaffer,  TSgt
also should qual i fy

4.  That 1 SOW/CC hold Capr Hardenrs

!

AFCM pending determinat ion of  a workabLe course
al l  of  the fo lks who hung i t  out  down there.

5 Atch
1. Capt Harden's AFCM
2. I lAC/DpAp Ltrs (2),  20 Apr gg
3. I" IACIDPAP Ltr,  10 Dec 87
4. 23 AF/CC Ltr ,  12 Jun 85
5. 1 SOW/CC Package , 23 t{ray 85

of
aetion which would ad{QulteLy reward

4ar{6,J*'Al
GAR]| L>UIIKEL, Lt Col, USAF
Cormrander

tl't{: Oru rta+oa ,#o/ 
^ 

,t^w/rw /^ ,(//e /* /r4, ,/4'M /,
il,, fio/ail i ftor( ,il,url /^- ,fut, pce .oa/ 

^,t#*r/tl /*4 b/%ry
il,ry /,/1t,1/a ill.r.uu rrqhi/f-/ trru'frrlrrlY,
4,fra,,4. tr6t,,4*/, fd ry t t/r*/o*;, tr" M ,a**/^*_^

"t-r,t* i-*6 $



CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF

THE AIR FORCE COMMENDATION MEDAL

TO

WILLIAM L.G. HARDEN

Captain Wi l l iam L.G. Harden.dist inguished himsel f  by outstanding achievement whi le
part lc ipat ing in aer ia l  f l ight  as UH-lN Aircraf t  Commander,  near Flor ida,  f rom 1 May
1983 to 25 September 1985. Dur ing this per iod,  Captain Harden f lew three hundred
demanding missions, providing tact ical  support  Lo the United States Customs, Uni ted
States Drug Enforcement Adininistrat ion,  and Royal  Bahamian Government agencies
combat ing the f low of  drugs through the Bahamas. These missions required the utmost
in professional ism and airnanship.  They were f lown at  the t imi ts of  a i rcraf t
endurance and maxinum gross weight wi th only scant communicat ions and navigat ional
aids avai lable.  Captain Harden's accompl ishments in the successful  complet ion of
these hazardous and demanding missions ref lect  the highest standards of  technical
expert ise and dedicat ion.  The disLinct ive accompl ishments of  Captain Harden ref lect
credi t  upon himsel f  and the United States Air  Force.
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REPLY TO

ATTN OF:

SUSJECT:

cc
1985

F4eq

Jabara Award (Suspense:

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

HEADQUARTEF'S I  ST SPECIAL OPERATIONS WING (MAC}

HURLBURT FIELO. FLORIDA 92341

-  29 March 1985

10 Apr 85)

ro:  Do RM MA 834 CSG/CC

1. The 1 SOW is author ized to nominate one person to 23 AF
to compete for  subject  award

2. DCSs may nominate one person to compete for  th is award.
El ig ib i l i ty  cr i ter ia can be found in the at tached message.
Al l  nominat ions wi l l  be submit ted IAW the 23 AF/CCEP message
and AFR 900-29 NLT 1O APr 85.

.3.  OPR for th is award is 1 SOW/CCE, ext  7782.

Itdr{.{#., coroner, usAF
Commander

lst  Ind,  1 SOW/DO

TO: B SOS 16 SOS 20 SOS DOV

py'-ease submit your nominee (s) for the Jabara Award
7by4,COB,.9 Apr 85. oPR is t  SOW/DOE, ext  6189.

/ ,4, /{  k( '  c- /L**CARL E. ANDERSON, Lt Colonel,  USAF I Atch nc
Asst Deputy Commander for Operat ions

S"s\.*(N
r I 

-\-\-
v'

1 Atch
23 AF/CCEP 28L7O5Z
Mar 85

to 1 SOW/DO



r
I

*cY. ns8
153{L

r  TiE
t t3E

\*"

Rf iDAY
f lEZl r 5

R0ur I  i lE

R${UZ?Urt Rf{cuf,8t{r l t  t
1-Erst  1. luuug

R ?S t  r05Z i lAR As
Ftf ' . t t ,1F sc$IT tFB
TJ,_-:_li_i.ae5 .gT

J\ Y

J--tA\r- HgHf S
,D r t  \  

- - -
EL

g€ST FIT THE
i!3r B€ 0F si lcH
ER CO}i IEIPORAI T E3,
T.3SOCITTED 'JITf l  N$
g TPPROPRIA'E FOR
LLY FCLLrtHro Cl tE

rcr , . . .oR(2) F?R A
rTi lE. \  IH TH5 LATTER

Xr FRbf i  CRErI  l rBRs oF
I I rH THS ECOr{onICrL

t r  g i7 lL2r l -uuuu--RucLi tus.  
I

rL/ / rcE?//  JAD'=
5'O' : lL ' ! - /

FOg i IPi lsH6HTP. iHE USAF ECAOgSY IJI !L PREgEHI
H0,{ec0i l I } rG l9{15
?. * l0 l t I r fEgS 1b5T t lE U5f,F tCRDSilY TPSDUATES g| lO
F0LLU{lXG fRtTEiIr l r  i f ,J  tHE l l0t f l l fE€,S sCTI0H6
S:i i { IFICi i ICE $S TO gET HI i /HER RPTRT FROI'  HIg/ t {
*r{D {8r IHg N0i l t i tEE'S nCTI0HS i lU9r g€ DI*ECIL?
i€RdSPi} I"g . ,EHICLE. IH 6E*ININ RTRE CNSESI IT I
j f  I l {T J. l , : l f  I i { -nTI0t l5 fc 3E l {ADE. H0}t I } f f ,TI0. f l3 USUn
OF 1' ; rO CCTAESITI€S: I I .FOI AH IHDIVIDLiAL H€ROIC
?I. I5 iAI | | !O SUPERIOR P€RFORIAITCE OVER t  PERIOO OF
;: ig€,  H,rn1i l f r r I0 i l$ iAY C0V€R t  8R0SD SPECtnUt|  :  E
i I  i " r IE Vg'TICLE TO f i I I  EHGTHEER/! IAHACER I f IYOLVED
*E'I iL+FE{E}IT OF FH f l IRCf; i lFT SUSSYSTEIt  I .

JCItgS J A3frRA 4LTNRD
TiIE TUTRO DURI } I6

PRCg 2 f ,HCUR*R0!rr  UHCLAS
3 .  i io, l I ! { t r I0 i l5 5i . l0uL0 IHCLUD€ c0!rPL€TE Brc(ct0ui lD IHF0a[frr I0 i l
C0xCERFf: l { t i  Tt iE tCTI0HS F0R'dt l ICH ?HE i l0f l tHATIr l f  IS SEI l lC i rAD€ RlfD
PHoltGRriPH 0F i l .5t IdEE ( !{EAD e } i0 S}ICUL0ERS ).  0 i {L? 4CC0ftPLISHTEHTS
OCCIJ:?gIHG 5IHIE JAHUARY I?83 TRE RPPROPRIATE.
4, PLEA;E F0LLoi f  I r {E } io} t I f i , rTI0H F0RtlAt tH AF* 90lL?9_-AIC}t ._t_,
*LS') .  SUSIt IT P*[(NCE3 I ! I  ONI€ITIAL AHD SI3 COPI€S TO f ,RRTYE
HA ;  r rF/ tcgP dLf t5 f ,PR l t ' .
3.  l3*F P0 tHr ,F C0HiACT IS 3CT pETf,ELLtr  i tyLI t - {S0S.
I l t

* f t ' r ;  ?

$ H |i;t



AFR 9OO-29 Atiachment 9 8 Mareh t9g6

'NARRAT|VE ibnrunr F'os.tNsrLT-r*TEQLNAVtcATtON (|ONIAWARDS c^c lhR + r 
-_-:-:-mMS- p1 , Tar,ss la l? la l  s i )CF4NOMINEE:

ll

AWARD:

AWARD YEAR:

CONTRIBUTION:

le- t{-

Outstanding
to the advanc€ment ofaerospace navigation.

Mr. John Q.D*
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NOM I NEE:

AWARD YEAR:

CONTR IBUT ION:

CAPTAIN DENNIS M. JONES

COLONEL JAMES JABARA

1 985

Sustained super ior  performance.

Captain Dennis M. Jones has dist inguished himsel f  by his sustained super ior
performance as a UH-IN aircraf t  commander in direct  support  of  the Vlce
Presidentfs South Flor ida Drug Task Forcefs operat ion Bahamas and Turks (BAT)
slnce i ts incept lon in May 1983. Operat ion BAT is a Joint  task force
involv ing over 17 dl f ferent government agencles of  both the United States and
the Bahamas. Dur ing this per iod,  he has f lown numerous extraordinar i ly
demanding missions providing tact ical  support  to U.S. Customs, U.S. Drug
Enforcement Administrat ion (DEA) and Royal  Bahamian Government agencies
combat ing the f low of  drugs through the Bahamas. These missions are extremely
exact ing,  requir ing the utmost In professional  lsm and technical  expert lse in
obtaining the maximum in aircraf t  performance. Fly ing at  the extreme end of
aircraf t  endurance, at  maximum aircraf t  weight l imi ts,  wi th only very l imi fed
communicat ions and navigat ional  a ids avai  lable,  of ten in extremely marginal
weafher at  n ight,  Captain Jones has performed with conspicuous dedicat ion and
courage. In addi t ion to these already demanding mission character lst ics,  he
was of ten cal led upon to inserf  f ive or s ix-man Royal  Bahamian Pol ice Str ike
Force teams into var ious remote areas. These inf i l t rat ions are normal ly
accompl ished af  n ight,  in total  ly  b lacked-out condi t ions,  into extremely
conf ined tact ical  zones, wi thout the luxury of  extensive preplanning or
previous dayl  ight  observat ion.  These long-range, overwater,  tact ical
inf i l t raf ions require the absolufe maximum in combat crew expert ise and
capabi l l t ies,  including highly ski  l led nighf v is ion goggle qual i f  icat ions.
Despi te the fact  that  he faced a technical ly ski l led and superbly armed and
equipped enemy in the internat ional  drug runner,  he has wi l l lngly met al l
chal  lenges with outstanding di  I  igence, integr i ty and superb professional  lsm in
this President ia l ly-directed rrdrug warrt ,  fur fher ing the nat ional  interest  by
helping to stop this i l legal  f low of  drugs into the United States.
Addi t ional ly Captain Jones was chosen f i rst  as an lnstructor,  to t ra in other
crews to perform this highly demanding mission and then as the Squadron Fl ight
Examiner,  insur lng fhe safe and ef f ic ient  performance of  a l l  crews involved in
the BAT mission" This operat ion has consisfed of  over 21000 sort ies resul t ing
in capture or destruct ion of  more than a bi l l ion dol lars worth of  drugs and
drug smuggl lng equipment s ince May 1983, including over 4,000 pounds of
cocaine, 2231000 pounds of  mariJuana, 20 vessels,  28 aircraf t ,  9 vehic les,  and
the arrest  of  more than 131 Indiv iduals.  ln recogni t ion of  these operat ions,
Secretary of  the Air  Force, the Honorable Verne 0rr ,  made the fol  lowing
comments:  I tWe can be proud of  our ef for ts in th is highly v is ib le war on
drugs. The longr hard hours away from home are helping to turn the t ide in
our favor. . . . l  salute each and everyone of  you for a Job wel l  done.rr  ln
anofher message Vice President Bush wrote: frMen and machines alone do not
make a successful  operat ion.  The outstandlng enthuslasm, ingenui ty and
leadersh ip consistent l  y demonstrated.. .have made the di  f ferenco.. . .Th€
President and I  are proud of  the contr ibut ions you are making to th is nat ionfs
vlar on drugs. Keep up the good work.rr  Captain Jonesf s professional  ski  I  I  and
airmanship,  exempl i f ied in his accompl ishmenfs in operat ion BAT, s igni f icant ly
dist ingulsh him from his contemporar ies.



CAPTAIN DENNIS M. JONES

r97 -48-9897

MlO25G, UN-IN STANDARDIZATION AND EVALUATION FLIGHT EXAMINER

Captain Dennis M. Jones is a Ut-1N Standardization and Evaluation Fltght Exarniner

"rrd 
Trr"ttuctor Pilot assigned to the 20th Specl-al Operations Squadron (20 SOS) 

'
i " i  ip"", ia l  Operat ions Wing, I1ur lburt  Fie1d, Flor ida. He is 26 years o1d'

Captain Jones r^zas born in Hyde Park, Pennsylvania, on August 25, 1958' Hq att-ended

and graduated from the Kiski Area Senior nlgh School and was a member of the National

Ilonor Soelety t,hroughout his high sehool years. He was also a letterman in varsity

wrest l ! -ng and baseba11, belng piaced on the basebal l -  al l -star team three conseeut ive

years and as the Seet ion-Seven rdnner-up in his wrest l ing weightclass. He.was also

extremely active Ln the Boy Scouts of America during these years and achieved the rank

of Eagle Scout in thLs organizatton. Additionally, he was extrernely involved in the

lay ministry of the St.  Francis of Assisi  Cathol ic Church in his local neighborhood'

Captain Jones graduated fron high school Ln L976 and entered the U"S' Air Force
n,-- i - -  L:-  €^. , r  r '^arc ha trec nqcionpd to the 23fd Cade

Aeademy that same year. During ii" fo,rt yearsr he was assigned to the 23rd Cadet

o---- , r -^-  ^- ,1 r l ra l?t l r  cqaot-  snrradron- and was selected for the Commandantrs List
Squadrln and the 37th Cadet Squadron, and was selected

during one semester.

f rnm r?ra Acadcrmv^ Caotain Jonet l raduate Hel icopter
After graduation from the Aeaderny, captain Jones attended underl

Training at Ft. Rucker, Alabama and graduated fron this training as an Honor

Graduat! on 28 t"tay, 1980. He was thei assigned to the 20 SOS at Hurlburt FieLd

captain Jones is singl-e, but is engaged to be married in octsber 1985' He is heavily

involved in community affairs, dor,iting nuch of his linited off-duty tine to the

Association for Retarded chil-dren of okaloosa county and he \.tas a prinicple organizer

for this associat ionrs fund raislng wal-k-a-thon, durf-ng this last year '
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lhe Commando
March 1.1985

Enberg joined 23rd Air Force
Commander Gen. Wi l lam Mal l
for  a White House ceremony

t recogniz ing Air  Force ef for ts.
"Now both the president and

vice president have Commando
cions,"  said Colonel  Hubbard.
President Reagan was given
his Commando coin af ter  the
Grenada rescue mission. or
Operat ion Urgent Fury" Colonel
Hubbard presented Vice Presi-
dent George Bush his Com-
mando coin last  week af ter  the

White House recognizes the
20th Special Operations Squadron
by AIC Dawn Marotte
1 SOW Public Affairs

Dear General  Mal l :
The crucial role the men and

women of  your command
played in Operation Hat Trick
was an extraordinary example
of dedication and service to
their country. The Operation
called for the utmost interagen-
cy cooperation, imagination
and innovation, and your peo-
ple came through magnificently.

The men and women of the
First Special Operations Wing,
20th Special Operations Squa,d-
ron and 40th Airspace Rescue
and Recovery Squadron de-
ployed to the Bahamas during
Operation Hat Trick distinguis-
hed themselves with their pro-
fessional support to the U.S.
Drug Enforcement Ad m i n i st ra-
tion and the Rayal Bahamian
Strike Force. Their enthusiasm
and dedication were crucial to
the success of this Operation
and sustained a spirit of co-
operation between the United
Sfates and Bahamian Govern-
ments that will reinforce our
joint effort in halting the move-
ment of illegal narcotics.

I am pleased and proud to
express appreciation on behalf
of myself and .the President.
We count on you to continue
your ef f orts in the battle
against the menace of illegal
drug trafficers.

Sincerely,
George Bush

"Operat ion Hat Tr ick was the Operat ion Hat Tr ick and oper-
air portion of Operation Wagon \ ation Wagon Wheel crews were
Wheel which was the largest recognized.
ant i -drug operat ion in the "After the presentat ion,  the
history of  the war agains,  v ice presicent t reated the
drugs,"  said L-t .  Col .  Warren group to tour his histor ic of-
Hubbard, 20th Special  Opera-
t ions Squadron. Colonel  Hub- f ice" '  said the colonel '  "He

bard wi th sMSgt.  Ronald 
pointed out the bottom of his

Enberg were the 1st  Special  center drawer where former

Operai ions Wing represen- users of  h is desk'had signed

t" t iue"whowent iothewhite their  names, such as Harry

House last  week. Truman, Dwight Eisenhower,

Coast Guard and Navy ships and Lyndon Johnson'

blockaded the coast of  Colum_ 
, ,He also showed us pictures

bia to stop mari juana ship- of  h is of f ice at  the t ime of  Gen.

ments out of  the country by Black Jack Pershing,"  con-

boat,  unt i l  the columbian Army t inr ' ied the,co. lonel .  
. . .

could destroy the harvest -  
To top of f  the day,"1st  SOW

representatives were f ortu natewithin the country '  
enough to be treated to a r ide
back to the pentagon in the
vice president 's l imosine- i t

Now both the president and vice presidenl w.as.a ylqy" experience," con-

Units of the Navy, Marines,
Air  Force, Drug Enforcement
Agency and U.S. Customs were
involved in interdict ing loads
f lown out of the country.

The 20th SOS, Operation
Bahamas and Turks played a
key role in plugging air  routes
through the Bahamas, assisted
by crews from the 40th Air-
space Rescue and Recovery
Squadron.

The operation began the day
after Thanksgiving and went
through Christmas EVe. During
this period, the crews maintain-
ed alert 24 hours a day.

Col. Hubbard and Seroeant

Warm reception-Lt. Col. Warren Hubbard, 20th Special
Operations Squadron, presented Vice President George Bush
with a Commando Coin last week. See related story p. 3'
USAF photo.
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large$t bust ever
by Sgt. Wendy Spencer
1 SOW Public Affairs

Hurlburt Field saw its largest
drug bust late last  week whi le
part ic ipat ing in the v ice presi-
dent's South Florida Joint Drug
Task Force, known as Opera-
tion Bahamas and Turks.

During the drug bust, 1,800
pounds of  cocaine. an aircraf t
and two people were ap-
prehended. The street value of
the seized cocaine was
est imated at  $330 mi l l ion.

"Cooperation and coordina-
t ion are the main factors.  in
achieving a bust, no matler
how large or smal l , "  said the
aircra{t ::ommander from the
20th Special  Operat ions
Squadron. The 20th SOS has
been helping the Baharnian
Government in stopping the
drug f low to the United States.
The squadron piovides
transportation for the Baha,
rnian Strike Force, Crimina! ln-
vestigat.ion Division and the
Drug Enforcement Agents.

On March 8,  an aircral t  was
observed at Georgetown. The
indiv idual  cal led the Drug en-

' forcement Administrat ion in
Miami and informed them
aboul the aircraft.

The DEA in turn notif ied the
Joint Air Force DEA Command
Prrst located in the embassy at
Nassau who then informed the
Bahamian pol ice at
Georgetown. The local po{ice
made the in i t ia l  arrest  of  one
American and one Columbian
based on the information given
them. They also seized a twin
engine aircraft and the cocaine.

That night, the ?Oth SOS
crew transported the Bahamian
Str ike Force and CiD people
along with DEA to Georgetown
io assist  in ihe fo i low-up in.
vestigation. The crew then car-
r ied 900 pounds of  cccarne

" lack ts Nassau for eviC*nce,
T:-.e other 900 ..,or-inds weie

secured at  Georgetown unt i l
morning. A Det.  1,2nd Air  Div i -
s ion crew assigned to Panama
brought the rqmaining 900
pounds of Nassau the follow-
ing morning

"Sometimes i t 's  l ike a cop
working a beat. lt can be slow
or you can hi t  the jackpot! , "
said lhe aircraft commander.

"Most of  the f ly ing is done at
night using Night Vis ion Gog-
gles simply because the drug
traffickers are using them too,"
cont inued the aircraf t  corn-
mander.  "Not only is the Air
Force involved, but the Goast
Guard, Navy, DEA and many
other agencies in t ry ing to
make that bust," said the co-
pi lot .

"Everyone down there is a
professional. Many a time, the
basic plan has to be changed
after you're in the air because
of the situation. With our train-
ing in special  operat ions
technique$, these changes
seem roul ine.  Every
crewrnernber gives input con-
cerning the si tuat ion,  i t 's  not
just  my decis ion,"  cont inued
the aircraf l  commander.

"Since our part ic ipat ion in
Operat ion Hat Tr ick dur ing
November and Decernber, the
drug lrafficking seems to have
slowed down thieugh the
Bahamas. l t  is  star i ing to pick
up again as seen by these
seizures," said Lt. Col. Warren
H ubbard, Assistant Operations
Officer for the 20th SOS.

"Most of the glory, if you
want to cal l  i t  that ,  should go
tc the maintenance people.
ihey work 24 hours a day mak-'
,ng sure that the aircraf i  1s
ready to go. Without ihem, we
wouldrJ'l be abie to get our job
cjone."  agreed al l  the
crewmembers.  "They are
definit ly part of the tearn. They
get just  as 'pumped up'  as we
do when a bust is mad*."  said
tl 're co-pilot-
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