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Seizurb o{ 13,000 pounds of boled morliyono represents por!-lt

it. op"ro tion BAT successes in conl:rolling illegal drug trof{ic'
(Story on poge l.)
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By ATIIFINA l)AMlANO!i ) ' i
t ' t

UNITED STATES Fedornl '
lgencict ore eProading thoir
lrognot ln an aPParont nffw
rhrurt alrnod at clrokirrg off
Jrug shlpmants smug{rled lnto

tho US by way of  Cuba'
An rrnusual lY high level  of

Coast Lluard acl ivi ty was takirrg
place along lhe [. ; .xrt t tra chain
ovcr i l le weekertd corrPled with
the regular appearancr of the
Operpt ion-t lA1'  hel icoPter.
Operat ion- l iA ' l '  is  a i . int  e l l r r r t
betwecn t l re LJS l ) rug F.r t -
forcemett l  Adrr t i r r is t r i l t  ior l
iDl jA) artd [ ] i thanr i ; i r t  l 'o l icc l t r
comhal dr t rg t r i l t l rckrng.
'  

' rW.e're making no st f i temel l t
about what we're cloing r ight",
now," a spokeswonran fromu'i i
ihe Cda$t Cuard's Miarni  puhl ic
affa. irr off ice said this t t tortt i t lg " 

t ' ' '
.  l -htr s1l i thcswttrt tbn rt id t l r i r t  a,.  , .
stateniorlttrwctukl not hr: ltiatlc
unt i l  r 'everything's conrplr tsd"
becs.ure i t  rnigir l  "  jeoparr ' l tec

out ogreral iot t . "
l lowcver,  i t  is  I . l r t ( lc t"st(){)( l

tha( agrt tc icr ,  t l t t : lLt t l l t tg t l tc
Cnast ( iuard,  wi l l  cxtcrrd t l re i r
drug intercl icf inn prol l t i tntnle lrr
include areas eal i l  att t l  wtsl i r l
Cuba where ,  i t  ha* hrr : t t  n l l t  ; : ,  ' i ,
Arr reri,.::lL.f-ugiI ive ll olrlr'. Vr*rit
is  supporer l  t t i  l rc i r tvolved t t r  a
drrrg t ra l  I  i r 'kcrr t rF oFcr i l I l r t l l '
Vesco had le pt lalcr l lv t l r : t t i r iJ t l rr
a l legat ions.

I l tese areirs wotr ld ir tr .- lrr* le thtr
Mona Passage, betwccl t  l ' t11.  l l ( )
Rico nnd t l te l)onri t t ican l{ .c-
publ ic and soulhra. \ l  o l  ' l 'ur l ' "

and Caicos. lhe Windwirrd
Passage between (\rha and
l- la i t i  and soulh ol '  Inagtra,  a l t t l ,
the Yaclttan Chilnrlcl  wcst of
C-uba, which crrt l l lcclr i  l {)  t l tc
( iu l f  of  Mcxico ol l 'Soul l r
F' lor ida.

Mari juana, att t l  t ]ow nlorc
froqucntly cocaine , is srrrugglct l
into South ff lor ids frotn Stttr th
America by way of ( luba, thc
Bahanas and"l 'urks ancl Claicos
on a dai ly basis,

Short ly uf ' ter  l0 atn SalurdnY,
a Coast Cuard l ialcon jct

circled the Nclrman's (. lay arca
threc t imes be lore c<lnt i r t r r ing in
I southerly drrection. Wlt i lc i t
wa8 0n its reconcl fla.ls, a $lnall
planc ldarted from behind Wax:'
Cay, routh of  Nortnan's,  t rav-
cl l ing north at a very high
.specd. The plane was t lyi t tg just
above tree top level .
". '  Norrtan's ( lay was useri bY
Colonrlr ian Joe Lehtler l-rom
1978 to leSt l rs a t t ta ior  coeainc
t f8n$shiPn!enl  [ ] r , i r r t .
.  A Coi ts i  t i r rar t l  hr l ic()Pter
spent geveral  h l l t t rs patrol l i l rx
thc area stretc l r i l rg,  t tor t l t  i 'J
Normants Cay to the st l r r th n[
Shroud ( 'n)  Saturdi lv t l l r l t  t t i r r t l

' Ihe { loasl ( i t tard ict was olsrl
spotted lrott t  Licorge I owtt
Salurdgy af ternoon. C(test
Cuard cutler no -/15 lras bcetl
patrol l ing tha Slockir lg l5 lar td

. . ,  ,  r ' :  i i ' l i ' ; :

""; 
) :ilt'.6' ;t

;;,^" 
'; l ,or,;

t:tt,, i l l
l  . l l l

| .r,".' , ;

area, nor{h ol' Cefirgc 'ff iwn,
fi")r tw0 di|y!.

Al  utrcrut  9.  15 am Sunday,
t l r r  l tA I  hclrcoptt : r '  errc led over
Nornran's Cay. ' l 'he hel icopter
Irovcred ncxt t^r a 32-foot
plcusrrr  c cnr iser belorc cont i -
nrring in a $outhernly dircction.
'I lrc ururscr was anchored off
Wlrx Cay.

. 
. l 

lrr hclieopter landed near
tlrr: l)rr.,;cs ol ' Blieht Hotcl,
owrrr:rl lry larvyer Nigel l]owe, in
(.irorge 'l'own. lt was r€poilGd
thtt thc helicopter nearly 'took
ol f .  the roof,  of  a " t te&rby:
hnuse, Clver'the weekend, the
hclicopter landcd on a small
park in Ceorge Town, f i l l ing
tlre nearby Two 'furtles Hotel
wi th dust and sending port ions
r-rl the wcloden fence flying.

It is underrtclod that the
police were delivering a part to'
the Defencr Force, which had
lwo boats pAtroll ing thr area, It
was rum()ured that the Det'ence
Force would $tage a drug raid in
(.ieorge Town over the weekend.
Howcvcr, this diein't take place.

6 resident i  reported that
Ilahamian pcrlice were "parad-
i r r l r  arount l  town with M 16s,"
' l l re pul iee went into the popu-
l;rr Pcar:e and l ' lenty Reslaurant
lr:r lunr,:h armed., One rcport
wiis t lr:rt there were l8 artned
policemen watulcring around
tc lwn wlt l l  r , . r l t is .

( ) r re rer i r lcnt  comtn*nled that
t l rc rccrrs rcrr t i r rdcd hcr t l f  a
( 'entraI  Anrer ican town.
Al tothrr  corrrpluined about the
bchaviour ol ' thc pol ice artd

,* : f

Defence ["orce marines in

' . ,  :  11

Minister of  Turks snd C'aicos

\

t r ( ] l l ( : f  $[&FCH, Th* Oporat ion-BAl 'h; i l icopter hovsr* over Wax Cay, immediatelY _south 
of

Nornr*n's Cny, $unday ;";ni;d,"Offiation-BAi-ie-s luini uttory betwosn the Bahomian polico and
- { r r. A 14 r.4.r't}eritr{rgs- [Eho!o: Ath*os,.Drlniano6 } " - _ --

Ccorge'l 'own. Norman Saundcrs, Minister o
" f irey would ncver have gone Devcloprnettt and Commercr

into a restaurant in N$ssau; i th Stal fc l ld Missick,  and Auldcr
those guns, Whencver they're Snrith, a parliamentary secre
here they paracle around with tary, were arrested in Miami b1
glrns," he said, adding that this ttre DEA on drug conspiracl
tvrre of  behaviour makes charges. Also arrcsted war
tourists feel unconrfortable. Andre Fournier, a Canadial

'I'he BAT helicopter flew over and resident of Ceorge ToYq. ,
the Exuma cayi again on The four wcre arrcsted in i
Monday., Miami hotel room. They werl

Chicf  Inspector Mackey, charged with plot t ing to smug
hcad of the Police Flying gte 4ii0 kilugrams of cocainr

'. Souad. said that the oolice have. through Turksand Caicos everl
at 'wavs workcd twi th US , 'week, Peter Cruden, head o
Clustoms and the Coast (juard. i the DEA in Miami, said. Thr
However, he said there was no '1 Turks officials were suppose(
connection between the BAT ,i to allow safe refueling,'Grudet
helicopter and Coast' Cuard said.

, activityoverExuma. ', i  I Yesterday, federal a8ents ar
Insp Mackey said that, as far t rested a former Govcrnmen

as he is awarq there have been o Minister. of Belizs' on drut
no complaintr  about th i : 'way ;"smuggl ing charg-es.  /  El ig i t

,Operation BAT polico behaved 11 Briceno, former Energy sn{
in Ceorge Town. He said there Y Communicatlons Minster, wa
is no way a policeman,could * arrFsted in Miami.
conceal an M 16. On September 5, 1983, NB(

' i '  '{We're trying to do as rnuch nr.;television rqPorted that the FB
as we can to-pui the l id on drug" i had allegedly,made plans to tr:

: trafficking,," lnsp N'tackey said. J to entrap former Bahamiat
" On Thursday; three Coast : Cabinet Minister Kendal Not

Cuard vessels, one of which was ': tage by taking him on a privat
described as t 'mammoth," wer€ "' yacht outside Bahamian wat€r
herthed at Prince (ieorge Dock. ' to try "1o get him to take i
It is unconrurun to have three bribe with hicldcn cameras ol

' Coast Cuarcl vessels here at the ' him."
same t i rne.  l t  has been . ,  " '  Anrer ican Anrbassador to{h '
speculatecl that the craft were in lJaharnas Dr l.ev Dobriansky
Itlassau to ref'uel. ! in an NllL- interview, said h

Wit l r in the past f ive wceks, srolrped the plan because th
tlre DljA has slrown that it is f:t lJ- invesrigalion rnight upse
preparecl  to 8o to Sreat length$ del icate negot iat ions over.  th
io stem the i l legal diug tradc. AU I' l jC sutrmarine testing ba$

C)n March 5,  the Clr ief  on Andros.
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THE KOREN KOLLIGAN, JR.,
TROPHY FOR 1984

The Koren Kolligian, Jr., Trophy was established in

1957 in memory of First Lieutenant Koren Kolligian, Jr.,

declared missing in the line of duty off the coast of

California on 14 September 1955. The Kolligian family

established this memorial because of Lieutenant

Kolligian's great feeling for the Air Force and love of

flying. The award recognizes outstanding feats of air-

manship by individual aircrew members. The trophy is

awarded annually to the USAF aircrew member who

most successfully coped with an in-flight emergency

situation during the preceding calendar year.

CAPTAIN JOHN F. KELLY

20th Special Operations Squadron
Hurlburt Field, Florida

Captain Kelly was flying a joint service training exercise with a
crew of seven and eight combat-configured troops in his HH-53H Pave
Low lll helicooter when the tail rotor fell off the aircraft.

Coincident with the loss of the tail rotor, the aircraft yawed violently
to the left. Despite this unusual situation, Captain Kelly immediately
took control of the aircraft, entered autorotation, called out the boldface
emergency procedures, and prepared the aircraft for emergency
landing.

Realizing he had very little altitude and time to react, Captain Kelly
adeptly cross-controlled the main rotor tip path with cyclic to com-
pensate for the lack of balance in the flight vector. This enabled him
to fly the aircraft toward his selected landing site instead of it falling
uncontrollably from the sky.

While at 500jeet altitude, Captain Kelly realized the proposed
landing site had two houses on either side of the clearing. Since this
type of recovery is nearly impossible to control with any degree of
certainty, Captain Kelly turned the aircraft away, opting to recover in
the trees rather than r isking injury to those on the ground. In so do-
ing, he spotted another small  clearing.

By exceptional airmanship, he was able to gain control of the
crippled aircraft, maneuvered it away from the houses towards the
small clearing, and successfully crash landed. Captain Kelly's
courageous actions under extreme stress resulted in the survival of
al l  15 people on board.

This is the first known catastrophic loss of a tail rotor in which
everyone survived, and it is due solely to the outstanding flying skills
of Captain Kelly.
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Six lose lives in
downed HH-53H

An H H-53H Pave Low
helicopter assigned to the 1st
Special  Operat ions Wing is
confirmed to have crashed"
Wednesday near Clark Air
Base, the Phi l ippines. Six air-
crew members from Hurlburt
Field lost their  l ives.

Their names are:
Maj. James S. Prowell, 36,

pilot, from Fredonia, Kentucky.
Capt.  Michael W. Skeen,34,

pilot, from Novato, California.
TSgt. Thomas M. Ortiz, Jr.,.

34, engineer, from Brentwood,
New York.

TSgt. Wayne A. Johnson,34,
gunner,  f  rom Haw[ey;
Minnesota.

SSgt, Robert G. Barker, 3'1 ,
engineer, from Gallopville, New
York.

Sgt. Max B. Lincks, Jr., 30,

The aircraft was in the
Philippines participating
in "Cope Thunder", a
Pacific Air Force exercise
for conducting realistic
training in the Pacific
theater.

gunner,  f rom Fort ,  Smith,
Arkansas.

There were no other People
on board the aircraft at the time
of the accident.

The aircraft was in the PhiliP'
pines participating in "CoPe
Thunder".  a Pacif ic Air  Force
exercise for  conduct ing
real ist ic t raining in the Pacif ic
theater.

The accident reportedly oc-
curred at approximately 9:05

p.m. (Mani la t ime) whi le on a
terrair l - fol lowing mission. In '
itial reports indicated that the
aircraft was flying with the
other HH-53 deployed to Clark
AB when they encountered bad
weather approximately 23
miles west of the base. After
breaking out to get out of the
weather, the helicopter crash-
ed into the mountainous
terrain.
'  "Further detai ls regarding

the accident are l imited and
any suggestion as to cause of
the crash is purely sPeculative
at this poinl," described CaPt.
Lynn Dakin, chief of the Public
Affairs Divis ion.

An investigation board of Air
Force experts is on scene in
the Phi l ippines to look into
,details of the crash.
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Capt. John Kelly and erew' 20th
Special Operations Squadron, were flying
an HH-53H Pave Low III helieopter on a
joint serviee training exercise near Pope
AFB, North Carolina, on 14 November
1984. While leading a four-ship heli-
copter formation, Captain Kellyrs air-
craft experienced a eatastrophic tail
rotor drive system failure and erash-
landed in a field 35 miles southeast of
Pope.

The aireraft, with a erew of seven
and eight eombat-eonfigured troopsr had
just completed a low-level navigation
route and was elimbing to air refueling
altitude. As it passed through 800 feet
AGL, the erew notieed an increased
vibration. At the same time, their wing-
man radioed he had seen something fly
off the aireraftrs tail rotor. Immediately
thereafter, the tail seanner of Captain
Kellyts aireraft said the tail rotor ?tjust

fell offrtt a fact later confirmed by the
wingman. Coincident with the loss of
the tail rotor, the aireraft yawed vio-
lently to the left. (a tett yaw is eharac-
teristie of a power loss or engine failure
situation and is opposite in direction to
what the technical manuals say a tail
rotor loss will produee.)

Despite this unusual . situation,
Captain Kelly maintained control of the
aireraft, entered autorotation, ealled out
the bold faee emergeney procedures and
prepared the aireraft for an emergeney
landing. The aireraft then began its
eharaeteristic right yaw as the pilots
shut down the engines and eompleted the
emergeney prccedures.

Realizing he had very little altitude
and little time to reaet, Captain Kelly
adeptly eross-eontrolled the main rotor
tippath with eyelic to compensate for
the lack of balanee in the flight vector.
This enabled him to maintain eontrol and
fly the helieopter toward his selected
Ianding site. Deseending through 500
feet AGL Captain Kelly realized the
landing site had two oceupied houses on
it. Because this type of recovery is
difficult, if not impossible, to control

April 1985

with any degree of eertainty' attempting
to recover the aircraft in sueh a popu-
lated area would have definitely endan-
gered anyone in or around the houses.
Therefore, Captain Kelly turned awayt
opting to reeover in the trees rather
than lisk injuring those on the ground'
and in so doing spotted another small
clearing.

At about 300 feet AGL as he maneu-
vered his crippled aireraft towards the
elearing, Captain Kelly realized the air-
eraft was deseending too fast to make it
to the landing site. Aceordingly, he used
some of his precious cushioning piteh to
slow the aircraftts descent, enablihg it to
remain above the trees. With both
engines shut off, the gear down, and the
erew prepared for erash landing, Captain
Kelly lowered the eolleetiver pushed the
nose forward and, having regained criti-
eally needed rotor rpp, flared the air-
craft while slowly feeding in collective
cushioning, leveling for impaet. His
application of cyelie and positive pitch
control slowed the aircraftrs deseent'
kept it level and permitted a suceessful
crash landing in the alternate field.

Captain Kellyts outstanding airman-
ship under extreme stress resulted in all
L5 people on board surviving the erash'
with only two suffering serious injuries.

It is important to note the aireraft
teehnieal manual eonsiders eatastrophie
loss of the tail rotor the most serious of
all aireraft emergeneies and reeom-
mends bailout. Without a doubt' the
superb skill demonstrated by Captain
Kelly and his erew enabled them to
reeover the helieopter, marking the first
known ineident involving HH-53 eata-
strophie tail rotor loss whieh did not
result in loss of life.

Based on their outstanding handling
of this most eritieal of helieopter
inflight emergencies, Captain Kelly and
his erew are trulY worthY of the
Exeellenee in AirmanshiP award.
Congratulations from TMF!
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