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MEMORJNiTDI'M

Date:  27 Dec 94

From: 20 SOS/CCX

TO: WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

Subject:  DOCUMENT CLASSIFICATION

1. The documents cont.aj-ned herein are port ions of  the 1ST/15TH
SOW hist .or ies for  the dates shown on each document.  The SOW
hist .or ies as a whole are c lassi f ied for  the most part .

2.  The documents in th is binder are a compi lat ion of  mater ia ls
from var ied sources and have al l  been declassi f ied i f  necessary.
Sheets showing dec1assi f icat ion are aI l -  posted in the last
document protector for  each respect ive binder.

3.  Any mater ia ls you feel  may be of  quest ionable c lassi f icat ion
you are encouraged to bring to my attention and I wil- l  endeavor
t .o al leviate your apprehensions.

SQUADRON HTSTORIAN
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, |LJEN,r IL I I I  f ; I ] ! ,CIAL OPERA,TIONS SQUADRON ( 2O SOS)

lJarruary -  3 l  March l98l

c0l,fllANDElt

WILLIAM E. TAKACS, L!  Col ,  USAF

Mr sqroN sTA'ri l ' {ENT

I 'he:  pr imarv rnission of  che 20th Special  pperat ions Squadron, as dccai led
in the Desrgned Operat ional  Capabi l i ty  (UOC) SEaternent, ,  is  extremely
comprel iensjve because i t  includee both unconvent ional  warfare (UW) and
psychological  operrat ions (pSyOpS).  The squadron is tasked to condr.rct  day
or niglr t  peneLrat ion into host i le or enemy control led terr i tory co accom-
pl ish c landt:st ine inf i l t raEion, exf i lErat ion,  aer ia l  gunnery support ,  re-
enforc--ement,  and resupply of  Ul . I  forces.  These operat ions include lact ic-
a1 Iow leveI rravigat ion,  n ight v is ion goggle (NVC) operaEions, ai . r land/
airdrop techniques, and entai l  land artd water overf l ight .  The second
part  of  ch, :  pr imary mission ig conduct of  psychological  operat ions:  which
includes speaker operacions and aer ia l  d ispensing of  leaf lets.

Corol lary rnisgions give the squadron the f lexibi l i ty  and var icd capabi l -
i t ies for  which special  operaEione unics are nofed. These missions in-
c lude i  .

a.  Recovery of  per6onnel ,  wlr ich entai ls evasion and e6cape operat ions,
and combat search and rescue (Sen).  SAR operst ions would normal ly be
prosecuted from forward operat ing locar iona where dedicaEed Aerospace
Rescue and Recovery Service (ARRS) forces sre noc avai lable.  SAR efforts
would include the major i ty of  ARRS Lechniques; search and locat ion of
survivors,  a i r land or aer ia l  recovery ( i .e. ,  hoiat ,  stabo r ig) ,  f i . rsE aid
and transportaEion to the neareet medical .  faci l i ty .

b.  Hel icoprer shipboard operat ione ( jo inc service).
c.  l " ledica1 evacuat ion of  in jured personnel .
d.  Hum;ini tar ian and civ ic acEion programs.
e.  L imited photo reconnaiBsance, by hand held or modular ly instal led

camera systems.
f . ,  0tht : r  missions, as directed by higtrer headquarEere.
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l^ l i i l iaur Ll  .  ' f . . r  l ' .acs,  I r  t lo l
Wit l iarn J.  I \ r l lnes,  L.  l  Col
Waync D. Corderr ,  Lt  Ccl I
I ' la lcolrn C. Aldr idge, I ' tSgr
Janrcs I - , .  Sir . ip l  ey I  I  l  ,  2d Lt

Kjl.Y*llRgoNNL L CHl,NGr S

Major Louis Grant was assigned on l2 January l98l  as Assistant Direcror of
Operat ions (LlH-53).

sP r.rc rALraEp EQIJ rPMnN'r

The sqtradron's aircraf t  c 'qr-r i .page, as author ized by Air  Force Programrning
Documents,  includes six UH-lNs and nine HH-53Hs, aI l  special  operat ions
f  orces (  S0F) conf igr . r red.

a.  Var ious i tcrns of  spccial ized equiprnenr are avai lable for  the ur-r i t 's
pr i .mary and corol lary mission. This equipmenE includt:s:

(  I  )  The MM-9 )  subsystem, whictr  consists of  7.62 mm electr ical  gat-
r l ing guns capable of  f i r ing 4000 rounds a minute.

(2) I 'he M-23 subsyste:m, which includes 7.62mm gas operated machine-
guns capable of  f i r ing 560 rounds per minute.

(3) 1 ' l re 2.75 inch folding f in aircrafr  rocket (FI . 'AR) which is norm-
al  ly  conf igured wi t -h a ninc pound warhead (Ul t - IN only) .

(4)  Al ternaLe nrcthods of  inf i l  t rat ion/ex1 i l t  rat ion can be accomp-
l ished by ropc tht ldt . r r ,  rappel . ing,  rescu(J hcl ist ,  and stabo r ig.

b.  Tlre fo l lowjng Ul l - lN special ized equ. ipnr. ,nt  is  wi th in our capabi l -
ic ies but is present ly not-  on hand.

(  t  )  The UII- IN 1oudr, ;peaker system, desl  gned pr: imari ly for  psycholog-
ical  operat ions,  can broadcast a taped or l ive sound ovcr a two nr i lc  racl ius.

(2) Ttrc 2090-3 spray system, a sel f  contained, windmil l  operated
aer ia l  spray systcm wiLh a capacicy of  200 gal lons.

c.  A highly sophist icated avionics package has been instal led to prtr-
v ide remarkably ac:cr . r rate navigat iorral  capabi l  i t ies to include Lerrain foLIow-
i .ng.  The hel icopter can operate successful ly in total  darkness or IMC at
tcrrain fo l lowi-ng alc i tudcs wi th no visrral  outs ide references. InJtren
condi t ions pcrmit ,  r r ight  v is ion goggles can enhance the mission be reducing
thc crew workload. These miesiorrs wi l1 be pr imari ly conducted at  n ighc.
The fol lowing equipment has been instal led Eo provide these capabi l i t ies;

Terrain Fol lowing/Terrain Avoidance Radar (TF/TA)
Forward Looking Infral{ed Sensor ( f l fn)
Central  Avionics Computer (CeC)
Inert ia l  Measur ing Unit  (  tUU)
Doppler Navigat ion

(6) Synrbol  Generaror Sysrem (ScS)

Q) Projecred Map Display (pl to)
(8) Radar warnidg Receiver (nwn)
(9) Flare/( :haf f  Dispensers.

CHRONOLOGY OF IiVEN'IS
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16 Jlrr  a Ul i -  lN was dep loyed to [he Ar-nry Aviat  ion Centcr aE Ft .  Ruckcr,  Al

i ls t ind srar ie d isplay f  or  the 3588 fTS.

18_ J": t  4 Hl i -53'r ;  deploy to Dobbins AFts,  Ga, for  Pave Low/nrountain rraining.

28 Jarr  the Squadron beigins nroving into the four,  double width crai lers

purchased to acconrot late t t re inf  lux of  addi t  ional  personnel  thaf  arr ivr :d

throughout . l '  980.

l5 ! -eb,  3 HH-53's and 2 UH-lN'e deploy to Dobbine AIrB, Ga to part ic ipat t :

in mountain tact ical  t la in ing

24 t^t :b 2 HII-53H hel icopters leave Dobbins AFB Eo part ic ipate in a JCS
ai i i i?ea exercise at  Pope AFB, N.C. They return I  Mar. . '

9 Mar a I IH- iN departs Hur lburt  Field,  proceeding to l lunLer AA!- ,  Ga, ro

purt i . ipute in pre-exercise planning for the annual  Sol id Shield exercise.

Z l lgr  
' the squadron UH-IN's supported Army Special  Forces uni ts in support

of  exercise Gobl in Laser in the local  f ly ing area.

26 l lar  7 HII*53l l rs departed Hurlburt  Field,  on a c laesi f ied mission.

30 t lar  a Ul{- lN pi loted by Major Joeeph V. Wi ld inger and Major Char les

Svoboda rescued a U.S. CoasE Guard seaman from treavy, sEorm shtcpC seas

when the USCG launch i tsel f  capsized dur ing an at tempted rescue of  a c iv-

i t ian f ishing vessel  in distress.  The aeaman waa located on a rock jet t / ,

cornpletely cur:of f  f ronr the mainland by 7-10 foot high waves,.

Quarter Fly ing Hour Progranmed Al . locaEion: Ul t - lN
Hn-5 3

UH- IN
HH-53

5 I  5 Hours
84 0 l {our s

426.9 Hours
697.8 Hours

Quarter Hours Flown i  ,

Febuary UH-IN I l9
HH-53 I  15

sgBLrg_ lp. H0URS FLowN

TYPE SORTIES HOURS

January Ul l - lN 115 15?.6
r. I t i -53 I34 297.6

March

TOTA]-

UH- IN
l lH- 53

65
79

167.6
198.3

106.7
2r9.9

426.9
697.8

ulr- lN 299
HH-53 328

SPECIAL PROBLEMS

Heavy operat ional  rasking con! inues to creaEe administrat ive'  t ra in ing and

logist ical  problems beyond wha.t  nr ight  ordinar i ly  be encottntered in a Iong-

ers tabl istred souadrorr .
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Tl, lENTTtTH SPECIAL 0PERATI0ITS SQUADR0IT (20 S0S)

1 Apr i l  -  30 June 1981

CC)I:IJAN NE R

l, l lLLiAl '  E.  TAKACS, Lt  Col  ,  TJSAF

I'1i SS I OI' I  STATEI'ENT

The pr imary mission of  the 20th Special  Operat ions Squadron, as detai led
in the Designed 0perat ional  Capabi l  i ty  (00C) Statement,  is  extremely
comprehensive because i t  includes both unconvent jonal  warfare ( l l t l )  and
psychologica' l  operat jons (PSY0PS).  The squadron is tasked to conduct day
or night penetrat ion into host i le or enemy control led terr i tory to accom-
plr 'sh c landest ine inf i l t rat ion,  exf i l t rat jon,  aer ia l  gunnery support ,  f€-
en-forcement,  and resupply of  Ut^ l  forces.  These operat ions incl  ude tact ic-
al  low' level  nav' igat ion,  n ight v is ion goggle ( l ' lVG) operat ions,  a i r land/
airdrop techniques, and entai l  land and water overf l  ight .  The second
part  of  the pr imary mission is conduct of  psychoiogical  operat ions:  which
includes speaker operat ions and aer ia l  d ispensing of  leaf lets.

Corol ' lary missjons give the squadron the f l  exibj l  i ty  and var ied capabi l  -
i t ies for  wh' ich special  operat ions uni ts are noted. These miss' ions in-
c l  ude:

a.  Recovery of  personnel  ,  which entai l  s evasion and escape operat ions,
and combat search and rescue (SAl?) .  SAR operat ions woul d normal l  y l ' re
prosecuted from forward operat ing locat ions where dedicated Lerospace
Rescue and P.ecovery Service (ARRS) forces are not avai lahl  e.  SAR efforts
would include the. major i ty of  A,RRS techniques; search and locat ion of
survivors,  a i r land or aer ia l  recovery ( i .e. ,  hoist ,  stabo r ig,  f i rst  a id
and transportat ion to the nearest  medical  faci l  i ty .

b.  Hel  icopter shi  pboard operat ions ( jo j  nt  service) .
c.  l ledical  evacuat ion of  in jured personnel  .
d.  Humanitar ian and civ ic act ion programs.
e.  L imited photo reconnaissance, hry hand held or modu' lar ' ly  instal led

camera systems.
f .  0ther missions, as directed hy higher headquarters.
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KEY PERSONI' IEL

COMMAN DE R
OPERATIONS OFFICER
EXECUTIVE OFFICER
FI RST SERGEANT
ADJUTANT

l, l i l l iam E. Takacs, Lt  Col
tJr ' l l iam J.  Barnes, Lt  Col
! ' layne l - ) .  Corder,  Lt  Col
l la lcolm G. Aldr idge, l lSgt
James L.  Shi  p l  ey I  I  I  ,  2d Lt

KEY PERSONIIEL CHANGES

Lt Col  l ,1ark Schibler u/as assigned on 4 June i9B1 as Chief  of  I , leapons
and Tact ics.

Sra Pau' la R. l4aier was assigned on 15 June 1981 as Chief  of  Admini-
strat ion.

SPECIALIZEI)  EQUI PIIENT

The squadron's aircraf t  equipage, as author ized by Air  Force Programming
Documents,  includes six tJH-1l ls and n' ine HH-53Hs, al l  special  operat ions

-f_orces (S0F) conf i  gured.
a.  Var ious i tems of  special ' ized equipment are avai lable for  the unj t 's

pr imary and corol lary mission. This equ' ipment includes:
(1) The l t l l l -93 subsystem, which cons' ists of  7.62mn electr ical

gatt l ing guns capable of  f i r ing 4000 rounds a minute.
(2) The 11-23 subsystem, wh' ich includes 7.62mm gas operated

machi ne guns capab' l  e of  f i  r i  ng 560 rounds per mi nute.
(3) The XM-218 subsystem, whjch jncl  udes .50 ca' l  gas operated

machine guns capab' le of  f i r ing 750 -  850 rounds a minute.
(4) The 2.75 inch folding f in aircraf t  rocket (FFAR) which is

normal ly conf igured with a nine pound warhead (UH-11\ l  only) .
(5)  Al ternate methods of  inf i l t rat ion/exf i l t rat ion are rope

ladder,  rappel  ing,  rescue hoist ,  stdbo r ig,  and zodiac boat.
b.  The fol iowing t iH-1N spec' ia l ized equipment is wi th in our capabi l -

i t ies but js present ly not on hand.
(1) The UH-iN loudspeaker system, designed pr imari ly for  psycholog-

ical  operat ' ions,  can broadcast a taped or l ive sound over a two mi le
radius.

(2) The 2090-3 spray system, d sel f  contained, windmil l  operated
aer ia l  spray syst .em with a capac' i ty of  200 gal lons.

c.  A highly sophist icated avionics package has been instal  1 ed to pro-
vide remarkably accurate navigat iona' l  capabi l i t ies to include terrain
fo1 1 owing. The hel  icopter can operate successful  ly  in total  darkness or
I l lC at  terrain fo l  lovr ing al  t i tudes with no visual  outs ide references.
l ,Jhen condi t ' ions permit ,  n ight  v is ion goggles can enhance the mission by
reducing the crew vrorkload. These missions wi l l  be pr imari ly conducted
at night.  The fol ' low' ing equ' ipment has been instal led to provide these
capat: i l i t ies:

1) Terrain Fol lowing/Terra ' in Avoidance Radar (TFlTA).
2) Forward Looking InfraRed Sensor (FLIR).
3) Central  Avionics Computer (CAC).
4) Inert ia l  l ' leasur ing Unit  ( I l1U) .
5)  Doppler f lavjgat ion.
6) Symbol Generator System (SGS).
7) Pro jected t '1ap Di spl  ay (  Pl lD) .
B) Radar l ,Jarni  ng Rece' iver (Rl^ lR) .
9)  Fl  are/Chaff  t l i  spensers.

r-i iSCr-A$Siiri:[ llt]
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CHRONOLOGY OF-EVENTS

26 Apr -  13 l t lay.  4 UH-1t ' ls  and 2 HH-53Hs part ic ipated jn Sol jd Shjeld
to support  Army Special  Forces. UH-11' ls depl  oyed to
Ft.  Stewart  dur ing th is exercise.

28 Apr -  23 May. 2 HH-53Hs deploy to P' isa,  I ta ly for  FLINTLOCK '81.

28 Apr

29 Apr

13 l lay

UH-1l l  Stat jc Djsplay at  Duke Field for  Ajrbase Ground
'  Defense personnel  .

HH-53H Stat ic Display for  REDC0l1.

11 l lay -  29 l1ay.  2 HH-53Hs deployed to Ft  Cambel l  to t ra in the 2/75
Ra ng ers

Aircraf t  66-14433 departed for I ' lavy Dal las to conduct
Texas Instrument radar tests

iB l4ay & 9 June. 3 UH-l l ls  and 1 HH-53H part ic ipated in a l ive f i re
demonstrat ion on R-52 and stat ic display at  Egl in AFB.

10 Jun -  18 Jun. 2 UH-1l ls part ic ipated with JS0C assets at  Ft  Bragg
in a demonstrat ion of  the UH-1t l  capabi l i t ies to
I1ACOS (Mi l i tary Air l i f t  Combat Operat ions Staf f )
personnel .

14 Jun -  27 Jun 3 HH-53Hs deploy to Dobbins AFB for PAVE L0l^ l /mountain

16 Jun

training.

1 UH-1l l  provided a l ive f i re demonstrat ion and 1 HH-53H
provided a PAVE LOt, l  demonstrat ion for  Admiral  t latson
of the Joint  Chiefs of  Staf f .

Quarter Fly ing Hour Programmed Al locat ion:  UH-1l l
HH- 53H

Quarter Hours Flown:

508 hours
903 hours

526.7 hours
753.7 hours

Apri  1

14ay

Ju ne

TOTAL

TY PE

uH - 1t'l
HH-53

UH-1N
HH- 53

UH-i l , l
HH- 53

uH-1N
HH-53

HOURS

158.7
241.6

159.5
2I0.9

207 .9
30I .2

526.1
753.7

UH-1N
HH - 53H

s0RTrE ANp H0URS FIOI,JN

SORTI ES

115
70

118
92

143
118

376
280

SPECIAL PROBLEMS

Heavy operat i  onal  tas k i  ng cont i  nues to create admi ni  strat i  ve,  t ra i  n i  ng a nd
logist ical  problems beyond what might ordinar i ly  be encountered in a iong-
establ  i  shed souadron.
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H I SI 'OI? I  CAL REPORT

TI, iENTIETT'r  SPECIAL 0PERATt0f ' lS SQUAIIR0II  (20 S0S)

1 Jul  v -  30 Septenther 1981

COI4I'1A N DE R

I^ I ILLIAI,  E.  TAKACS, Lt  COI ,  I ISAF

YISSI0l ' !  STATEI'1EI\ lT

The pr imary miss' ion of  the 20th Special  0perat ions Squadron, as detaj led
in the Designed 0perat ional  Capabj l  i ty  (D0C) Statement,  ' is  extremely
comprehens j  ve l -ecause i  t  incl  udes broth unconvent ional  warfare (UlrJ)  and
psychol  ogical  operat ions (PSY0PS) .  The squadron ' i  s  tasked to conduct day
or night penetrat jon into host ' i le or enemy control led terr i tory to accom-
pi ish c landest ine' inf i l t rat ion,  exf i l t rat jon,  aer ia l  gunnery support ,  re-
enforcenrent,  and resupply of  L l l , l  forces.  These operat ions include Lact. ic-
al  low level  navigat ion,  n ight v is ' ion goggle ( t tVC) operat ions,  a ' i r land/
airdrop techniques, and entai ' l  ' land and water overf  I  ight .  The seconcl
part  of  the pr inrary missiorr  is  conduct of  ps.ychological  operat ions:  r , rh jch
jncludes speaker operat ' ions and aer ia l  d ispensing of  le.-r f lets.

Corol lary missions give the squadron the f lexjhi l i ty  and var ied capabi l -
i t ies for  which special  operat ions un' i ts are noted. These mjssjons in-
c l  ude:

a.  Pecovery of  personnel  ,  vrhich enta' i ' ls  evas jon and escape operat ions,
anci  combat search and rescue (SAR).  SAP. operat ions would normal ly be
prosecuted from forvrard operat ing locat ions rvhere dedicated Aerospace
Rescue and Pecovery Service (AnRS) forces are not avai lable.  SAt l  ef for ts
would include the nrajor i ty of  AP.RS techniques; search and locat ion of
survivors,  a ' i r ' land or aer ia l  recovery ( i .e. ,  hoist ,  stabo r ig,  f  j rst  a id
and transportat  jon to the nearest  rned j .cal  faci  1 i  ty.

b.  l le l  icopter shipboard opcrat ions ( jo int  service).
c.  l ' ledjcal  evacuat ion of  in jured personnel .
d.  Humanitar ian and c ' iv ic act ion programs.
e.  L jmited photo reconnaissance, by hand he' ld or nrodular ly instal  led

camera systems.
f .  0ther missions, as directed b 'y higher headquarters.
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cOI',MAt'tDt R
OPERATIOI ' IS OFFICER
EXECUT I VE OFF I CTR
FIRST SERGEANT
ADJLTT/tNT

KTY PERSC)NIIEL

|^ l i l l ianr E. Takacs, Lt  Col
l ,J i l l ianr J.  Rarncs,  Jr . ,  Lt  Col
I ,Jayne D. Corder,  Lt  Col
Malcolrn G. Aldr jdge, l ' rSgt
Janres L.  Shlpley I I I ,  2d Lt

KEY PIRSOIlNEL CH^I ' IGES

Captain James G. Dunbal"  v/as assigned on 1B Septenrber 19Bi as Chief  of
Pl  ans.

s P E c I I L_LZI!*_E quljlll i

The squadron's equi  pment,  as author i  zed by Ai  r  Force Prograrnmi ng
Docunients,  includes six l t l - l -1I ls arrd n ' ine l '1H-53Hs, a ' l l  specjal  operat ions
forces (S0F) conf igurerd.

a.  Var ious i tems of  specjal ized equipment are avaj lable for  the
uni t 's  pr imary and corol lary nr ission. This equipment includes:

(1) The la l ' -93 sul- .system, vrhich consists of  7.62n:n electr ical
gatt  I  i  ng guns capabl  e of  f i  r i  ng 4000 rounds a mi nute.

(2) The l ' -23 subsystem, vrh jch i r rc l  udes 7.62nrnr gas operated
nrach' ine guns capable of  f  i  l ing 550 rounds per minute.

(3) The Xi"-218 subsystem, vrhich includes .50 cal  jber qas oper-
ated machine guns capable of  f i r jnq 750 -  850 r"ouncls a mjnute.

(4) The 2.75 inch folding f in ajrcraf  I  r "ocket (FFAR) r^rhich ' is

normal ly conf igured rv i  th a nine pound rvarhead (LlH- iN on' ly)  .
(5)  Al ternate nrethods of  inf i l t rat ' ion/exf i l t rat ion are rope

ladder,  rappel  ing,  rescue ho' ist ,  stabo r ig,  and zodiac boat.
b.  The fol lowing Ll l l -1N special ' ized equiprnent is rv i th in our capabi l -

i t ies but is present ly not on hand.
(1) The Ul- l - i l ' l  ioudspeaker system, designed pr inrar i ly  for  psycholog-

jca' l  operat ions,  can b'roadcast a taped or l ' ive sound over a t r , ro mi le
radi  us.

(2) The 2090-3 spray system, d-Se1f contained, windrni l l  operated
aenial  spray system with a capaci ty of  200 ga1ions.

c.  A highly sophist ic.r ted aviorr ics package has heen instal led to pro-
v ' ide remarkably accurate navigat ional  capabi ' l  i t ies to include terrain
fo1 lowing. The he1 icopter can 0perate successful ' ly  in total  darkness or
I laC at  terrain fo l lowing al t i tudes r . , r j th no visual  outs ide refrerences.
l rJhen condi t ions pernr i t ,  n ight  v is ion gogg' les can enhance the mission by
reduc' ing the crew vrorkload. Tlrese missions v, ' i l  I  he pr imari  ly  conducted
at night. .  The fol lovr ing equipment has heen instal led to provide these
capabi ' l  ' i t i  es :

i )  Terra. in Fol lor . r" ing/Terrajn Avo' idance Padar ( f fZfn).
2) Forvrard Looking Infr i ted Sensor (FLIR)
3) Central  lv ionics Cornputer (CAC).
4) Inert ia l  l "easur ing Unit  ( t l r t t )
5)  Doppler Navigat ion.
6) Synrbol  Gencrator Systenr (SGS)
7) Projected frap I l isplay (Pl '1t l )
B) Radar l , iarni , rg Receiver (Rl^ lR)
9 )  Fl  are/Chaff  Di  spensers
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CHROIIOLOGY OF EVENTS

10 Jul  -  17 Jul  2 LIH-1Ns and 4 Hl1-53Hs part ic ipated jn FOL demonstrat ion
and \ . t lP support  for  the Presjdent 's Secur j ty Counci l  at
f le l l is  AFB, I levada.

17 Jul  -  23 Jul  2 HH-53Hs deploy to Kjr t land
mount.ajn t ra in ing.

7 Aug -  i1 Aug 4 UH-l f ls  departed vja C-5 to
VENTLIRE.

Ul l -1 l ' i  used to supporL Lt  Gen l , !e lch,  9 AF/CC.

VIP support  for  Br ig Gen Hughes using LIH-1N.

6 HH-53Hs deploy to t lest  Coast to part ic jpate jn POTEI ' IT
CHARGE I  I  i / l ' 'pRVEL EX0f lLrS exerci  ses.

29 Sep Sgt Luis Carabal lo died in an Hl1-53 crash
going training r^r i th the 1550 ATTI^1.

Quarter Fly ' ing l lour Progranrmed Al  I  ocat ion:  l lH-1l l

Quarter Hours Fl  ovrn:

HH- 5 3H

LIH- 1N
HH- 5 3H

SOPTIE AND HOLIRS FLr l I ,JN

AFB from l le l  I  is  AF.B for

Puerto Rico for OCEAtl

14 Aug

31 Aug

B Sep -  23 Sep

Ju' ly

August

September

TOTAL

r ' rh i  I  e under-

508 hours
903 hours

526.1 hours
753.7 hours

TYPE
uH - 1rl
Hfl- 5 3

ult- 1tl
HH-53

uH- iN
HH-53

uH- 1rl
HH.53

HOURS

173.8
J10. /

158. 7
135.7

130.0
391.4

462.5
843.8

SOPTI ES

I20
l4?

122
n 

-Al .+

100
131

342
aA1
J+/

SPEC IAL PROBLTI4S

squadron has adrninjstr . - r t ive problems due to lack of  exper ienced DA
personnel  .  DA ' is  belovr manning and requ' i res a 7- level  rSgt.  Heavy
operat ional  tasking cont inues to interrupt upgrade f1y ' ing t ra in ing,
causing inconsistency ancl  drawn-out t ra in ing.
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' t - t , lENT I  ETft  SPIC iAL 0PERAT IoNS SQIjADRON (20 S05 )

10r: t .ober -  31 December 1981

C0M[TANDER

WILLIAi4 E. lAfSCS, l - t  Col  ,  USAF

I .1I SS iON STATTi, i INT

The pr i rnary mission of  the 20th Specjal  Operat ions Squaclron, as detaj led
in -uhe Designed Operat ional  Caoabj l j t .y  (DOC) Statenlent, ' is  extremely
comprehens' ive because i t  i  ncl  udes boih unconvent ional  vtarfare ( t jW) and
psychol  oqi  cal  opFlra t i  ons (PSY0PS ) .  T 'he squadron ' i  s  tasked to conduc I  day
or njght penetra 'L ' ton ' i r r to hosl ; j  le or enerny ccrntrol lecj  terr t tory Lo accon.r-
pl is i t  c landest ine . inf i l l rat ' ion,  exf j l t rat ion.  aer ia ' l  gunnery support ,  y '€-
enforr :ement,  and r"esuppl .y o 'F Lj i i , l  , 'orces .  These operat i  ot ts j  ncl  ude t ,a ct  i  c-
al  lor , r  level  nav' igaLioir ,  n ight  v is ion goggle ( t lVC) operat ions,  a i r tandi
airdrop techni{ lues,  arr i j  ente ' i l  land t , r id ' r tater i . ,verf ' l iEht.  The seeond
part  of  the pr imary miss' iorr  is  conduct of  psycholog' ica ' l  operat ' ions:  wl l ich
inr- ' l r rdoc <noalzsp operal ionS and aer ia l  d ispensing o 'F leaf lets.vreer\er v} /L

Corol lary ni issjons giv, :  the squadron the f lex. ' ib i l i ty  and var ied capabi l -
' i t ies for  vrhjch sF;ec' ia l  operat iorrs urr j ts are noied. These n: jssions i r t -
c l  ude :

a.  Recclvery of  per:onnel  ,  v;hich entai ls evas' ion ani i  escape opet 'at ior is.
and conrbaL search and rescue (SAR).  SAR operat ions vrould norntal ly be
prosecuted from for lar ' :  operat ing locat ions where dedic.r ted Aerospace
Rescue and Recovery Service (ARRS) forces are not avaj Iable.  SAR effol ts
woul d i  ncl  ude the ma jor i  ry of  Al<RS techn i  ques :  sear"ch aird I  oca ci  o i r  of
sul"v ivors,  a i r ' land or eer ia l  y 'ecovery ( j .e. ,  hojst ,  stabo r ig,  f  i rst  a jd
and transportat ion to ' rhe nearest  rnedjca' l  faci1i ty.

b.  Hef icopter ship: ,oarci  operat ' ions ( jo int  servicr : ) .
c.  I t iedical  evacual . ion of  in jured personrrr , i .
d.  Flumanitar^ jan anl  c iv ic act ion prcgranrs.
e.  L in ' i teo pnoro l r . r . r :nrrJ issance, l rY i rar id neld or ntoqular ly inseai lccl

camera systents.
+ f . , , - , , . . -  . : .  . i  . . , r  . i i  -  r^. .  , . ' .  .^
r .  vu.rul  r r l lJJ lUl lJr  ( .J ui ' i iLLl jU l , /J l t rv l re l  r r \ ;LrU\. iUu.r  uLl i .

iAi'$t_trq
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Civi l ian
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72
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119



Dnncq. i0

COIII\JAND ER
OPERAT IONS OFFICER
EXECUTIVE OFFICIR
FIRST SERGIANT

I ' r
\ r
t /

/?
(a.

\ )
l t l

(7
(o

tL l

LLYI_F=Bi!!IlL
I t i  l  l  i  am E. Takacs ,  l - t  Col
l , r '  j  I  I  iam J.  Barnes, Lt  Col
l 'Jayne D. Corder ,  Lt  Col
l ' la lcolnr G. AlCr idge, SMSgt

$_Y__Bf.-819I{Nr.!-_cju!-q!l

TSgt Da' ; id P. Turner ' \^ . i ts  assigned on l0ctober as the i lC0lC of  Adni in-
i  stra l i  on.

2d Lt  Shiple.y v/as PCA.i  t ,o 1 S0|J/D0 ccmplex

ry$lAUZl-Di-q!l&-L!l

Tire squadrr :n '  s r :qui  pnrer, t ,  as auLhor i  zed b.y Ai  r  Force Progranrmi ng
Docurnents,  includes stv.  L,H-1l ls and n' ine l ' iH-53Hs, al l  speciai  operai . ions
fnrnnc i  c.nF\ r-cr l f igurecl .

\  v" '  /

a. Var ious i tenrs of  special jzed equipment are avai lab' le 'For the
uni t 's  pr intary and corcl lary i l iss ion.  This equipment i r rc ludes:

(1) The I ' i l t i -93 sLtbsystern,  lvhjch consists of  7.6?tnn electr ical
gatt f  ing guns capable cf  f i r ing 4000 rounds a minute./^\

\2)  The l '1-23 suL,systenr,  vrhjch inclucles 7.52n,n grs operated
nrcrchi  ne gLrns capabl  e of  f  i  r i  ng 560 rounds per mi nute.

"(3) Tlre Xi ' l -21i3 subsystent,  whi  ch j  ncl  udes .50 cal  i  [er  g,rs operateC
nrachine guns capable of  f i r ing 750 -  850 r 'ounds a minute.

(4) the 2.75 jnch folding f jn aircraf t  rocket (FFAR) whjch js
normal ly conf igured wi rh a ni  ne pound warfread (LiH-1N only) .

(5)  Al ternate r i i r l thods of  inf i l t ra l - ' ion/ex' t i l t rat iL ln are rope
I addei ' ,  rappel  i  ng ,  rescue hc' i  st ,  stabo r ig,  and zodi  ac boa t .

b.  The fol lowing Ui l -1N specicr l jzed equiprnent is w' i t l r in our capabj l -
i t ies but is present ly not on f rand.

( i )  The UH-1N loudspeaker system, c iesigncd pr i rnar i lJ ,  for  psS,choiog-
i  cal  operat i  ons ,  can broadcast a taped or I  ' ive sound over a tvro m' i  I  e
radi  us.

(2) The 2090-3 soray system, a sel f  contained, 'v; indnr i l l  operated
c- ' ,er id l  spray system vr i t . l r  a cc- ipaci ty of  200 gal lons.

c.  A higlr ly soplr isLicci ted avjcnjcs package has- 'beei i  insta ' l led in the
l- lH-5311 Pave [ .o lv to provi  de rernarkably accurate navi  gat . i  onar l  capabi  I  i  t i  es
to incl  ude terra j r r  fo l  lorr ing.  The hel ' icopter can operate successful  ly  in
total  darkness or I l '1C at  terrain fo l lour ing al t i tudc: ;  wi th no v ' isual  out-
s ide refrerences. l {heir  cond' iL ions permit ,  n ' ight  v isron goggles can en-
hance the missicn by redLrcing the crevr workload. These missions r . r i l l  be
pr imari  iy  conductcd at  n i  ght .  Tlre fo l  I  ovr j  ng equi  pmerrt  i ias been ' inst .a l  I  ed
to provi  de these capabi ' l  i  L, i  es :

Terraj  n Fo- l  i  ow ing/Terrai  n Avc j  dance Radar (TI ' lTA) .
Fcrn.rard Looi . ing InfraRed Sensor ( t 'LIR).
Central  Av' icnics Conrputer (CAC).
I  nert i  a I  l ie, , rs ur i  ng Un j  t  (  I l ' i l r  )  .
Doppler l lavigat ion.
Symbci Gerrei 'ator Sys tern (SGS ) .
Projec [ed f , i , rp D' i  sp I  ay (  Pl ' lD )  .
Radar I^Jarni  ng l lecei  ver (RNR) .
Fl  are/Chaf f  Di  spenser: i



0nneq t I
CiiRONOLGY OF EVII iTS

5 Oct -  29 Oct 4 Ut l -  l l {s part i  c i  pa Led i  n exerci  s, :  BOLD EAGLT .

5 Oct -  2 '2 ]ct  5 US NAVY UH-1Ks fronr l - lAL-4 vrorked with UH-l .Ns in
exercise B0LD iAGLi.

7 0ct  -  21 Oct 3 l1 i1-53Hs dep' loyed to Brunst^t i  ck i \1A5, I ' la ' ine to.  perform
tr. ' i  i  n j  ng wi  th 10th SFG .

i0 Oct -  30 Oct 2 l l f l -531' ls part ic ipated in exercise BOLD EAGLE.

1i  Oct -  13 Oct 2 l l f l -S3Hs deploj ,ed to Pope AFB tp support  1st  Err ,
75ch i r r f  l langers in conjunct ion wj th exercise [ ;0Lt)
EAGL E .

18 0ct  -  20 0ct  4 i l i l - ' i l ls  and 2 l ,S NAVY Ul- i ' -  1Ks conductr :d FCL tr , r  i  n i  i rq
dur i r iq e;<ercise B0LD IAGLE.

24 }ct  -  ?9 OcL 2 UH-1l ls suppor l :  Ajr  t jase GrountJ Defense Persorrnr: l
c1u,^ i  r rq e.rerc ' ise B0LD IAGL[.

1 l lov -  i5 i {cv 3 i i t i - '5 l i ls  dcpl  oy:d br:  F i  { lan; ' - : [ : . : l  I  ,  l (y.  to ccnCLict
Lra' in i  ng wi  th 1st  Bn, Z5th Inf  ,  dur i  ng exerci  se CIRTAi l ]
Ti l  t  BUt ' t .

4 i \ov -  5 I ' lov UH'-11' i  used to conduc-,-  TAC directer i  LLjU-10/B signal ,
smcke and i l lunl inat ion test .

9 l ' lov -  10 l ' lcv l l ' r i -s3H deployed to Ft  Bnagg, s.c. ,  to t ra i r r  rv i th
5th SFG for upconr i  ng e>terc j  se BR IGi i I  STAR.

24 Nov Hl l -53H conducted or i r :ntat ion f l ight  for  I ' ia j  Gerr
Davic. i  L.  Grdy,  Conl t ranc!arr t  of  i l re Air  ! , lar  Co' l ie, ;e.

27 Nov -  12 t )ec 2 11l-{-53Hs depl  oy to KhartoLrn,  Suclan to part i  c i  pate i  n
excrcise BRIGI- l f  STi iR.

2 Dec Uf i - ln f town r / Ip suppcrt  Lr  ; . ; . ; i " ,u.1.n,  gt .Fi : :c.

4 Dec -  15 Dec 3 i iH-53Hs depl  o j ,c:d to Dobbi  r is AFB, Ga for uni  t
i l ; , , ; , :u,r ,  I  :  i ; t ing.

27 Dec -  3 i l l - i -53l ls c i r . :p l  oyed to Clrar ' ' leston Ai :B,  SC for Si \ i t
: ;uppo: ' t  ' to I  ocate dotvr ied i - -4 pi  I  o t .

Qtrar^ i , ; r ' r ; ;  ! : l ; , ' in ' :  l l i ,ut-  l , ' l -ogranin:eC ,A, l rocrr t ion:__ UFI-11,1 470 l rcurs
i iH-r3Fi  i  l /  l ' ,out^s

Quarter l ]out , 's I ' . l t lv lntJ l | :1NztB5houl"s
l i i - l -53H U07.9 hours



TYPE

0ctober t lH- 1N
HH- 5 3H

November Uf l -  1 l ' i
i l l l -53n

Decenrber UH- iN
Hl-l- 5 3H

!!!UrsW
SORTiES

r47
132

103
79

B2
1'4tr

t rc ' i \1 2

HOU RS

|i6.7
314.2

i99 .8

154. B
2a? Q

slLC_rj j__8!l0_qi-ry_s_

l leavy operat i  crral  tasl l  i r rg cont. ' inues to i  nter l "upt upgradr:  f  iy i  ng t ra i  n i  ng
causing i r rcons' istency ctnd drav/n-out t ra jn inq.



TAC!
R"""r"  is normal ly MAC's business, specif ical ly

the Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Service
(ARRS). But recently TAC and TAC-gained Reserve
units have been pressed into the role, and they han-
dled it superbly.

The 3O2d Special  Operat ions Squadron, AF Re-
serve, and the 2oth Special Operations Squadron,
1st Special Operations Wing, were deployed to Red
Flag 81-1 at Nel l is AFB, Nevada, in late November
1980. With Detachment 1 , 57th Fighter Weapons
Wing, permanently stationed at Indian Springs Air
Force Auxi l iary Field, Nevada, they joined forces in
a tremendous rescue effort at the MGM Grand Hotel
in Las Vegas on the 21st of  November.

CREWS

The three units are equipped with helicopters:
the 302 SOS has CH-3E "Jol ly Green Giants";  the
20 SOS and Det t  have UH-1N "Hueys." Through-
out the day as the hotel burned, the Hueys landed
on the roof and Jolly Green Giants ran hoist opera-
tions to the upper floor balconies. Together they
rescued 79 people. Det 1 rescued 57. The 302d
saved 15 from the balconies by lowering their flight
engineers on hoists to reach the balconies. The 1
SOW provided crewmembers to augment the 302d
and also helped rescue survivors from the roof us-
ing their Hueys. They also transported firemen and
rescue workers with their equipment to and from the
burning hotel.

RESC U E

Thanks to their efforts and the efforts of their
maintenance and support crews, the catastrophe
was nowhere near as bad as it could have been.
Nellis and Indian Springs firefighters also pitched in
to help fight the fires. The Nellis command post
helped coordinate Air Force participation with the
Las Vegas Metropolitan Police and Fire Depart-
ments.

Less than 3 months later, on 1O February 1981 ,
Det 1 was again scrambled to help in a hotel fire at
the Las Vegas Hilton. They were notified at home at
8:25 p.m. Their first helicopter was in the air 25
minutes later; the second was five minutes after the
first. This time they saved nine people from the fire.

TAC is proud of these crewmembers who risked
their lives flying to save others in the two fires.

JUNE 1981



SSIS $Be*ial Sparmtion* $quadron {AFfifrS}
!*uke Air Force ffiase, AZ #'SS0S
h{$ct James S*iwmtt
f;apt tlavi,l Eriis
T Sgt Jerf, y lrlei<"hitol
T$$t Janres l"it:r16*s
isgt f ianrel  . l* tan;; l { r :
Maj [-;:wrenci* Lybmrgor
Capi Micheei Mart in
Mrj  Wii i iarn Ftnder
M$gt V/illram lleynoltls
M$gt Evet et d+ lleynnsr"r
$apl Lester $itritit
l.t Cot Brur;qr ddood

Set '1, $?th Fightor lfifmaponn ttfingt
{mdian $prlng* Air Furcn Auxilinry Sleld, NV
1Ll Bob Antoniazzi
$Sgt Tim Barr
$rA Steve Bisso
$rA L,arry Cte''ti*
T$gt Mrke Sodini
'iLt Mark ffomer
Maj l-arrv Doege
zt-i Hrian ffnqlishr
ZLt 8ob Ferguson
?t"t Brian Gallrreitth
Capt $cott l"{olman
3Lt $uillmrm$ Jifficlrlex
Capt Joseph Kruppa, "lr"
Al$ Stuart L-amtrer"t
1Lt fJuinn Nixon
Zi-t Tom Falrner
$gt Bob Rogers
Capt Doug tilewart

20th $pe*iail 0pmratiein*
F.$urlburt Field. Fl-
$SUt Hrlgarci* ,Achir
$$fft *nrcJis Hliarkw*+ci
l Ll Ftnbmrt ffi*nnuliy
M$St Jesss l'{*rroll
ild*j Wr*rrmr: f{ubhard
2i-t {nit;harrrl Kiarnk*
Maj Surtafi fu?*Kmnaie, Jr
11""t J*ru*s fui*rh*Snn
tvt$St Rlch{ind Muster*d
Cafitr Ho'valrj Stev*ns
l . t  U*[ Wil l iarrr  Tnkars
l  Lt  Franx Wal lace
$M$qt h*lnyci Watsun, Jr,
'tf-t tlyk* whitb*ck

I iii.; it".i'ii .'l {.'1"

$quradrmn
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USICLASSIF[ED

53's 'buzz'  Leoning Towen of  Piso
Two HH-53H Povc Low hel icoptcrs f  rorn thc 20rh spccior opcrcr iorrs 5quodron f  ry by the L<rningTowcr of  Pim dur ing thcir  rcent dcproymcnt to i toty ro port ic ipotc in Exercisc Fr introck gr.

20rh S0S trsins st Dobbins AtB
Four HH-53 helicoPters, air-

crews and suPPort Personnel
from the 20th SPecial OPera-
tions Squadron arrived at Dob-
bins Air Force Base, Ga. Sun-
day for two weeks of mountain
terrain flying exercises.

The exercise will be the first

of a series of deployments to
Dobbins AFB designed to aid
training of aircrews in flYing
over all types of terrain. While
the area around Hurlburt Field
is relatively flat, the blue Ridge
Mountains will provide amPle
area to practice in mountainous
terrain fluing.

I I -43
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Becouse of the migrotory noture of mil itory l ife, there is
often on unosked question on the minds of long-time
residents of cit ies ond towns neor boses obout how
service members ond their fomilies look of the
community os o whole.

Are they reolly port of or oport from?
Despite the foct thot militory people seem to go out of

theirwoyto jo in ond belong to long l is ts of  orgonizot ions,
churches, ond whotever, thot question ond onother
persist in monv communities. Are those efforts mere show
or do they hove substonce?

In o word, do mili iory people core?
We olreody know the onswer, f or who omong us hqsn't

in one woy or onolher left behind o piece of ourselves
wherever we've been stotioned? lt wos on unconscious
efforf io odd to the common good, lt moy hove been os
innocuous os o tree we plonled, one we'd never see
grow in beouty, or os meoningful os serving on o
community committee thot through hord work got
something substontive occomplished,

Yes, we know how we feel, but how obout our civil ion
friends ond neighbors?

r.r in"t, Lotn"s"t, of oll ploces, o city mony think
hos o heort os cold os cqsh thot thumps blotontly just
under the thin skin of oll thot fun-ond-gomes glitter,
should hove provided oll the onswerthey wil l ever need,

For o timo lole lost November, the city . . . no, the
community , . . proved-moybe for the first l ime on so
lorge o scole-i l hod o soul. And for mony Air Force
members ond theirfomilies who hod personol ports in the
proving, i i  wos proof -posltive ihot they did, indeed, core.

When fire broke out of the MGM Grond Hotel lost
November (see "The Pony Rides in Vegos," poge 2), Air
Force members stotioned ot neorby Nell is AFB, Air
Reserve helicopter crewmen from Florido ond Arizono
ossigned to Nell is for o Red Flog exercise, ond on
octive-duty helicopter unit from the Indion Springs (Nev )
Air Force Auxil iory Field responded io the city's pleo for
help wi ihout so much os o bl ink,

Joining togeiher with divergent segmenis of the
community, the Air Force mode the effort o one-for-oll
kind of undertoking.

I t  would be di f f icul t  io odd up ol l  the indiv iduol  Air
Force efforts ond get o meoningfultolol, Numbers meon
nothing when lives ore of stoke, but Nell is people
certoinlv did themselves Proud,

The helicopter crews deservedly got mosi of the
publlcity, bui there were so mony olher sincere
contributions: Among them, the Nell is Fire Deportment
covering North Los Vegos to free locol f irefighters for duty

downtown; the donotion by the bose of l i tters, blonkets.
oir  bot t les,  ond the l ike;  ond the mcny Nel l is  volunteers
who did whotever city outhorit ies osked of ihem,

And why shouldn' t  Air  Force people help? After ol l ,  os
2nd Lt. Richord Kionko soid, "People forget thot we live in
the communities, too, ond we toke o reol interest in whot
goes on in them. I  l ive in o community,  ond I  hove cs
much interest  in helping civ i l ions os they do in helping
themselves.

"Just becouse we're in the Air Force doesn'l meon thot
ol l  we core obout is the Air  Force ond nothing else,"

Kionko's words hod more thon possing impoct.  A
helicopter co-pilot who took port in the dongerous
rescue mission oi the MGM, the young officer doesn'i
even live in the Los Vegos oreo, He is ossigned 1o the 20ti '
Speciol Operotions Squodron o1 Hurlburt Field, Flo .

One officer who does l ive in the Vegos oreo, 1st Lt,
Robert Antoniozzi, ohelicopter pilot with Det.1 of the 57th
Fighter Weopons Wing ot  Indion Spr ings, odded o
personol touch lo his feeling of community.

"My wife." he soid, "goes by the MGM every doy on her
woy to school, She heord obout the fire on the rodio os
she neored the hotel. When she gotthere, she offered our
pickup truck i f  i t  would help.

"The whole th ing obout helping wos o heort-worming
experience. I l ive in Los Vegos ond people think of it os
being cold becouse of  the gombl ing ond ol l .  But when
this thing hoppened, it I ihe cooperolionl wcs fonlostic."

Potrolmon Tom Mildren of the Los Vegos Police
Deportment's Air Support Unit ond one of ihe first on the
scene when the f ire broke out, put the whole piclure into
perspective o few weeks loter.

"The wcy everyone cooperoted reminded me of o
smol l  community in o cotostrophe,"  he soid,  "This iown
doesn't hove thot kind of reputotion, bul i l  sure pulled
togelher thot doy, I couldn't believe i l l"

The mony indiv iduol  ef for ts,  then, mi l i tory ond civ i l ion
olike, con be totoled up, of leost in o generol sense. The
sum is success for o community thot, of leqst for o time,
sow its borders stretch oll the woy to Florido ond Arizono.

Believe it, Tom, it hoppened, And it would ogoin, very
soon, on o smol ler  scole.

Not three months loter the Los Vegos Hilton wos
ol legedly set  cf lome, ond the Air  Force ogoin
responded. This t ime the Indion Spr ings uni t  brought
down nine guests from the roof, ond 25 firefighters on
three f i re- f ight ing vehic les f rom Nel l is  onived to help,

The question obout community on the minds of mony,
then, should hove been onswered once ond for
ol l - twicel
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Air Force members who thrilled to
the written accounts and the often
spectacular TV news film of fellow
blue-suiters taking part last
November in the hazardous effort to
save lives during the deadly fire at the
MGM Grand Hotel can bejustifiablY
proud. It was a superior
humanitarian action in the very best
tradition of the service. But there was
another story, one almost unknown
to readers and TV watchers but
talked about at length by the Air
Force crews. And they onlY knew
part of it. It all began with two men of
uncommon courage.

Looking straight down on it fiorn
high in the Las Vegas sky, the towering
hulk ofa hotel, all pale-pink granite and
glistening glass, looks just l ike . . .
well, a capital T. The il lusion also hides
within its clean lines the fact that the
long, thin beams of the T's crossbar and
post are in reality wings of stacked-high
rooms.

For those awake or still fast asleep on
that sun-bright Friday morning last
November in the caverns of
accommodations that comPrise the
biggest portion of the 43-acre hotel
complex, the simple T shaPe would
soon take on a dreaded symbolism.

This day theirs would be a cross to
bear, heavy with pain, sorrow, and
death. This day theirs would be a travail
wet with tears.

The MGM Grand Hotel, the elegant,
opulent "Lady of the Strip, " her
reputation for lufurious living known
the world over, was burning.

The inferno, though, that would
claim 84 lives and cause injury to
upwards of 700r-the second deadliesl
hotel f ire in U. S. history-was but a

2

"That's Incrediblel" TV co-host John Davidson said.
And that it was when METRO 2 asked for . . .

weak drift of smoke when Sgt. HarrY
Christopher of the Las Vegas Police
Department's Air Support Unit and his
partner, Patrolman Tom Mildren, first
noticed it.

They had just risen above
surrounding buildings after lifting off in
their helicopter at the conclusion of a
going-on-duty briefing in a police
substation a short flight from the hotel.

In minutes the two officers would be
fighting through dense, billowing,
black smoke for the lives of those hotel
guests able to make it to the roof of the
26-floor structure.

Their actions would also trigger a
chain of events that would bring
desperately needed help from the Air
Force as well as from many other
quarters. Additionally, it would set offa
community-wide act of caring that
dispelled the oft-hurled charge that all
that glitters in this city of lights is but
gold and silver.

That spirit, like many of the patrons
occupying the more than 2,000 rooms
in the hotel, hadn't yet been roused
when Christopher and Mildren in their
stubby little Hughes 500 flew straight
as a string toward the gathering curtain
of black that was fast hiding sections of
the MGM.

The pall hadn't clouded Christopher's
view, not for a moment. He saw his
responsibility clearly. The burly veteran
of almost 19 years in the department
and a former Air Force jet mechanic
is the kind of man who meets mountains
head-on, no quarter asked or given.

"The closer we got, the bigger the
column of smoke got, " he said. "When
we got to the hotel, it was engulfed in
smoke. I told Tom that if people start
coming up to the roof, we're going to
start loading them. As quick as we got
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CLOCKWISE (from top): Huey approaches
rool where exhausted lirelighter regts. On
the ground, blankete and 8heci3 used to
cover both the living and the dead tell a
grim story. In moments when the clouds
of smoke dissipated, there were few
telltale signs of the battle tor life going on
insid,e the huge hotel.
RIGHT: Woman aurvivor as reeled into a
CH€E helicopter.

.fi

photos by MSgt. Rick Diaz, AAVS
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photo. by SSgt. Danny Perez



there, people started breaking out windows
and coming out on their balconies.

"When they saw us, they would get away
from the windows and off the balconies.
The next thing they'd be on the roof. "

It was the only way.
A wind of fire had reportedly roared

through the world's biggest gambling hall,
the casino downstairs, whipping in scant
seconds across the 140-yard stretch of
roulette, blackjack, and dice tables, and a
thousand or more slot machines.

Acrid smoke and toxic fumes were
swirling upward through the ventilation
system, stairwells, and elevator shafts.

There was no way down, only up.
Entirely on their own in the first

frightening minutes of the fire, the two
officers set down on the roofthrough smoke
so thick that only the rotor downwash,
whirling away the worst of the dusky cloud,
provided any visibility.

"We landed, Tom got out, and the people
charged the helicopter," Christopher said.
"It was total panic. People were screaming
and crying and clawing and yelling and
beating each other. Only the stuongest were
going to get on that helicopter. The women
be damned. "

"The men were fighting the women to get
on," Mildren continued. "People thought
the flames were right behind them. " And

,nobody knew differently.
After hurriedly loading people into the

helicopter, Mildren ran forward and jerked
open the cockpit door only to be met eye to
eye by Christopher, who was dejectedly
shaking his head no. "The thing that will
stick with me for the rest of my lif'e was the
look on Tom's face," the sergeant said
slowly, reliving the speck in time. "It said,
'You're not going to leave me here?' "

To Christopher, there was absolutely no
other way. With the crowd in a frenzy, he
needed Mildren on the roof to bring about
order and make sure the helicopter wasn't
overloaded.

The young police officer, a nine-year
veteran with a smooth, even voice that
doesn't quite hide the stick of authority in
his demeanor, quickly shut the door.

"It took me a second or two to realize why
Harry wanted me to stay," Mildren said,
remembering the increasing crowd of
people clambering hysterically up the
stairway on the south wing. There was no
time to think about it anymore.

"I was having to yell at them at the top of
my lungs to stay back, " he said, "and I had
to use a lot of physical restraint. I had to
scream over their screams to get through to
them. In thirty minutes I was hoarse.

- " l 'd get them organized . .  no, I 'd get
(ff ,n" prihed back e-nougtr so the helicopier

[trcould land again. As soon as it would touch
' 

down, it was just another free-for-all. I'd

Apri l  1981

have to pull some off who were fighting
very hard to stay on."

In time, as Mildren did his best to calm
the crowd, two men came forward to help.

Quickly the trio set about loading women
frst, "but now and then a man would break
loose, " the patrolman said, '"and try to fight
for one of those seats the women had. "

Meanwhile, Christopher, prodded by an
eerie, unshakeable foreboding that "people
were going to die if we didn't get them off
that roof right now!," was pushing himself
and his helicopter. Up and down, up and
down they went, from the roofto the ground
below and back again-a yo-yo of sorts on a
tight string.

"Every time I went back to that roof, " the
sergeant said, "I hoped Tom was still
standing. I really wasn't sure if he could
survive. That's the God's truth, but I also
knew keeping him there was the only way.

"I had made up my mind that if he was
unconscious when I got up there, I was
going to get out ofthat helicopter, no matter
what, and get him and put him aboard."

Because the fire had first been reported as
an innocent kitchen flare-up, the massive
response ofpolice, fire, medical, and rescue
personnel was precious minutes in
mobilizing. It was frustrating for
Christopher. With no one to help during his
first few descents to the ground, the people
on board had to be left on their own to get olf
the aircraft. They did, many before he even
touched down, and they were banging
dangerously into the sides and
undercarriage of the helicopter-and some
all too close to the tail rotor.

With the seriousness of the situation now
clear, help came in a hurry. A group of
fellow police officers arrived to help unload
passengers, and Paul Kinsey, having just
finished an emergency run in his "Flight for
Life" air-ambulance helicopter from Valley
Hospital, landed on the roof.

The crowd, now numbering about 150,
charged Kinsey's aircraft, equipped with
wheels rather than skids, and began pushing
it perilously across the roof. Mildren again
took charge, muscling the throng back and
pulling excess passengers off the chopper.

In order, then, came Ray Poss in a Silver
State helicopter and Dennis Mack in one
from Action-both pilots for the lwo
helicopter-for-hire companies-to lend a
much-needed hand. Christopher set up a
race track flight pattern that ran from the
roof to a hotel parking lot on the ground, out
and around, and then back again to the roof.

As fast as one helicopter would be loaded
by Tom Mildren, another would land. Soon
the crowd on the roof had been evacuated . It
was something on the order of 30 minutes
since the two officers had first spotted the
wisp of smoke.

The first crisis, at least, had passed. Two

hundred and fifty to 300 people-nobody
was counting noses-had been pulled off
the roof by the four helicopters.

"Time meant nothing," Christopher was
to say later. "From seven-twenty in the
morning until noon seemed like five
minutes. I don 't know what happened at any
one point. "

For a time the roof was unexplainably
empty, firefighters were battling the blaze in
the casino and on the lower floors of the
portion of the hotel that fronts on Las Vegas
Boulevard (the Strip), and medical and
rescue personnel were on hand.

The day, though, wasn't done for
Christopher and Mildren. As they flew a
blade's length from windows using a public
address system to try to calm those inside
the hotel, they were able to surmise that
scorching heat outside the rooms was
keeping patrons from reaching the roof.

Those people were trapped, undoubtedly
thousands of them, and the entire MGM, as
far as anyone knew, could roll up in a
caldron of flames at any moment.

No, the day wasn't yet over for the
sergeant and his partner. Harry Christopher
himself was soon to become a voice in the
smoky darkness around the hotel, a voice of
hope for those in the hotel who didn't even
know his name or what he was doing to help
them-the voice of Metro 2.

He had much yet to say to many, those
fliers already at the MGM, and, as in the
case of the crews of nine Air Force
helicopters, those scurrying to get there.

"Scurrying " was the right word, all right.
As fast as they were contacted for helicopter
help by city authorities, consolidated
command post personnel at Nellis AFB,
eight miles to the northeast of the city, were
on the phones.

Those city authorities knew, certainly,
that they could count on help from
Detachment I of the 57th Fighter Weapons
Wing, located at Indian Springs, some 40
miles from Nellis. But it was a stroke of
blind luck-or was it?-that two TDY
helicopter units were taking part in a Red
Flag exercise, part of Tactical Air
Command's on-going, combatlike
readiness program, and could be made
available.

Thus, the 20th Special Operations
Squadron of the lst Special Operations
Wing, Hurlburt Field, Fla., and the 302nd
Special Operations Squadron, an Air Force
Reserve unit from Luke AFB , Ariz. , joined
the Indian Springs detachment. The three
would prove to be a godsend.

In the minutes following notiflcation
from the command post-from 7:38 to
7:45-the units were on the run.

It's an exaggeration, of course, but the
20th SOS members, in contract quarters
downtown and having gotten to bed late



after flying a night Red Flag mission, still
managed to challenge the land-speed record
for airmen in a scurry as they raced to the
base.

At the very least, they certainly surprised
Nellis gate guards as they whizzed by to
their aircraft. One of their cars was even left
steaming in a parking area, its radiator
having boiled over. Forty minutes after their
call, three 2fth UH-IN llueys were lifting
off.

Maj. Lany Doege, corirmander of the
Indian Springs detachment, and co-pilot lst.
Lt. Quinn Nixon were already at the
controls of their Huey vi'hen the call came.
They were preparing to take off on a
morning range mission. Det. l's
maintenance specialists "busted their
butts. " in the words of one of their officers.
to ready two other unit helicopters, which
hadn't been scheduled to fly that day, for
duty at the MGM.

Atthe 302nd's quarters on base, Lt. Col.
Bruce Wood, the commander, was banging
on doors. His unit had also flown a Red Flag
mission the night before and two of its
CH-3E helicopters had later developed
inechanical problems. Having spent most of
the late-night hours repairing and checking
out the aircraft, the crews had dropped into
bed somewhere around midnight.

In one of those strange quirks of
circumstance-"the rest of the story, " as
comrnentator Paul Harvey would say-the
crews preparing to fly offinto the unknown
in one of the biggest rescue undertakings of
its kind ever were not members of the
Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Service,
trained specifically to save lives.

These were Tactical Air
Command-TAC-people, those from the
20th SOS and 302nd (TAC-gained in
wartime) skilled in behind-the-lines,
sometimes-covert missions that come under
the general heading of special operations.
Those from Det. 1. also a TAC unit, have a
broad-based mission, including working
with the Departments of Energy and
Defense on matters involving the vast Nellis
range complex.

Rather than trained paramedics in the
back, the pilots would carry flight
engineers, known until recently as flight
mechanics-a proud job title that many of
the older heads would just as soon keep. It
fits nicely with the "old sarge" image. But
only an outsider would consider the
appalent irony of mechanics flying off to
save lives. The "mechs" or their pilots
didn't or don't.

Handymen all, the "guys in the back"
know the innermost secrets of their
machines. But seasoned by many
emergency missions flown to rescue people
stranded on mountain tops, drowning in
flood-driven rivers, or injured in highway
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accidents in remote locations, they have
also eamed every accolade for their
lifesaving abilities.

They were hardly out of place, then, as
they strapped themselves down, two to a
chopper, in the cabins of the aircraft. The
helicopters-three each from each of the
three units-would be on their way shortly,
moving out, then up, and then straight
toward the MGM Grand Hotel.

For 79 people, they couldn't be coming
fast enough.

The scene that rose to greet the aircrews
as they took off in intervals was awesome,
even surreal. News accounts reported the
plume of smoke rose 2,000 feet above the
MGM.

"It flattened out over the valley and
looked something like the cloud you see in
nuclear explosions. " said lst. Lt. Mark
Comer of Det. l. He and the others from his
unit would be the first Air Force crews to
reach the scene.

"Unreal" was Lt. Col. Bruce Wood's
reaction. "fb see that happening in a
beautiful setting like that, with all the
attractive buildings surrounding the MGM,
was just unreal. "

Wth the exception of Wood, whose
flight engineers pulled two survivors off the
roof and into the CH-3 on their in-bound
flight, the other Air Force pilots were
directed to land at the MGM and await
instructions.

Because of the CH-3's size, the 302nd's
pilots selected an open field to the south of
the MGM to put down. The others landed in
a parking lot on the east side of the hotel. It
had been quickly cleared of all vehicles,
even police cars, by wreckers. No time for
discussion.

It was a sight to behold. Tom Mildren
remembers counting something like 22
helicopters, blades turning, in the parking
lot at one time. They seemed to have
materialized from nowhere. Help was
coming now by blade from the federal
government, business, the Air Force, and
from other sectors. It was also arriving by
truck, car, school bus, and ambulance.

"I have never seen so much cooperation
from so many private businesses, " Mildren
said a couple of weeks later, "and people
donated their homes, food, and their
clothes. Every organization was donating
something. "

As the Air Force helicopters began to be
employed to carry fire, medical, and rescue
people and supplies to the roof, the smaller
civilian helicopters were freed to flit here
and there in the area picking up whatever
was needed. But the crush of helicopters in
the area also portended a possible aerial
traffic jam with serious connotations. As Lt.
Col. Wayne Corder, lst SOW mission
commander (deployed), said: "My first

concern was that we didn't 'weld'two
aircraft together. " h

Sgt. Harry Christopher. the commanding f,'
voice of Meto 2 on the helicopter radios, .1!
would see that that didn't happen. Later he
would praise the pilots for their "good,
common sense," professionalism, and for
"not playing John Wayne up there and
doing things on their own. " At any one
time, there were nine to 12 choppers in the
air, and a mix of civilian and military
aircraft at that. Christopher kept them all in
tight rein.

"He was kind of a combination control
tower, approach control, and mission
commander, " said Maj. Warren "Smokey "
Hubbard, aircraft commander on one of the
20th SOS Hueys. "He was calling in
helicopters and letting eveiybody know
where everybody else was. He was sorting
things out and letting all of us know what
was needed.

"I don't think it would have gone any
smoother ifwe had all sat together and had a
three-hour briefing and planned it as an
exercrse.

Hubbard's co-pilot, 2nd Lt. Richard
Kianka, a former aircraft commander on an
Army Cobra gunship, nodded his
agreement. "I've been around accidents
where there was a lot of confusion. But at
the MGM nobody did anything he wasn't q
told to do. The majority oi the cledit has to h
go ro Metro Two.': &

Sitting on the ground, his aircraft's rotor
blades turning slowly, Smokey Hubbard
studied the hotel while he waited to be called
into action. The waiting for him, like the
others, was grinding.

"From every window and from every
balcony people were waving towels and
bedspreads. I realized then there were a
whole lot of people trapped on those upper
floors. [Officials later determined that most
of the deaths had occuned above the l9th
floor.l 'My God,'I thought, 'look how
many people are still in there and can't get
out! ' "

Capt. Scott Holman from Indian Springs
was watching, too. "A man about halfway
up the east side of the south wing was
throwing out fifty to a hundred feet of
bedsheets tied together into a rope. We were
just hoping he wouldn't go. I could just see
all those bedsheets pulling apart. He stood
there for about four minutes and finally
crawled back in the window. "

"When you see people in that situation,
you just want to go and help, " said Maj.
Hubbard. "My 'backenders' wanted to get
into it so bad that I was having trouble
holding them back. I told them Metro Two
has this under control. He'll call us when he 

-". 
-

needs us. lt was part of thc r^^r:-^ ^r 
' G'r

helplessness. We just *un,"i . oJ 
'' q

something besides wait. "
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Larry Doege was the first to be called to

the roof . "On the first few flights, we really

couldn't see the roof, just the outline, " he

said.
Then one by one the other HUeYS

followed. The American flag was hanging

limp from the flagpole atop Maxim's across
the steet. A gbod signl Strong winds 26

stories up could bounce the helicopters
around like cardboard boxes.

Initially, the choppers took up firemen,
paramedics, medical supplies, rescue
personnel, and various kinds of equipment.
They brought back those exhausted.

When firemen felt they had the blaze

contained, they began directing those guests

who were able down the stairways' Those

who were seriously injured or suffering
from smoke inhalation were brought to the

roof for rapid evacuatton.
Problem was, nobody was really certain

the fire was under control' There was the
very real fear that without warning the

flames might rise up in wrathful anger and

sear through the roof as though i l  were so

much crinkled paper. After all, the heavy,

black smoke was belching upward in heavy

clouds at times.
The fire could very well be sucking in

shallow breaths, as it were, all the better to

exhale suddenly in a red-hot hiss of
destruction.

Then there was the roof itself, a gauntlet

of antennas, pipes, venti lator outlets,
conduits, stretchers, and other medical
equipment-the debris left by those who

had already gone before.
The "backenders" would more than earn

their keep helping the H uey pilots inch their
way i  nto safe posit ions to lake on survivors.

That Friday, November 21, less than a

week befbre Thanksgiving, Det. I  would

carry 57 survivors to safety. "You could see

a big thank-you on their faces, " Maj . Doege
said. "But their eyes just stared at you.

They wanted to say something'" Many

couldn't .
The 20th SOS, the last Air Force untt

called in to help, brought down five
survivors, but the unit transported some 150

rescue personnel, firemen, and paramedics

either to or from the roof. The 20th and Det.

I shared the grisly task of descending with

the dead.
To the 302nd, an organization with its

roots in rescue operations and with a
much-heralded past Ut had been an atr-

rescue unit exclusively from its inception in

1956 unti l  i ts mission changed in 19711 fel l

the challenge of somehow Plucking
survivors off the balconies. As Maj.
Hubbard would say, "It made your heart

pound just watching that operation. "

The 302nd's CH-3s were the onlY
helicopters equipped with a rescue device

cal led a hoist,  a high-speed, hydraul ical ly
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operated winch used to reel in a steel cable

with a bulletlike forest penetrator attached

to one end. The penetrator, which is lowered
on the cable to a survivor or victim, has seats

attached that fold out like flower petals.

Metro 2 needed that kind of helP and

asked for it. The 302nd gave its "tally ho. "

The squadron's three Ponies-Pony is a
helicopter call sign in the unit-would give

lt  a go.
At best, though, it would be an

improbable, if not impossible, undertaking

to even reach those people' There was no

straightdown way because the balconies
were covered by overhangs. Then, too,
many guests were near panic and trapped

more than 200 feet above the ground.

The plan was to somehow reach the
survivors, place them on the penetrators,

and have them reeled into the helicopters.

The pilots of the three helicopters would

have to hold their aircraft in a very steady

hover and pay close attention to their

sunoundings . A portion of their rotor blades

would be spinning precariously over the

roof of the hotel itself.
How, though, to get to the balconies?
MSgt. Wll iam ReYnolds, one of the

flight engineers on Capt. Michael Martin's

Pony, felt he had the answer. Maybe a
l5-foot tie-down rope carried on the
choppers could be used. Attached to the

penetrator, maybe, just maybe, it could be

used as a throw-line. A flight engrneer
dangling on the end of the hoist could throw

the line to those on the balconies and they

could pul l  him in.
To anyone\ knowledge, the Procedure

had never been used in this way before. "lt

just seemed l ike the thing to do," said
Reynolds, a 5l-year-old stat ion manager ot

the Mesa, Ariz., post oftice who joined the

National Guard when he was 17 and has had

continuous service ever since. Hejoined the

Air Force Reserve in 1962 when he became
a member of the 302nd.

A rugged, weathered man with wrinkles
l ike r idge l ines etched across his face, Bi l l

Reynolds brightens a sunny day when he

smiles.  He can also understate gett ing out ol '

bed in the morning.
Reynolds and his long-t ime sidekick,

MSgt. James Connett,  talked i t  over and Bil l

went forward to Mike Martin with the idea.
"l t  was my decision to make as the

aircraft commander," said Mart in. "They

were very gung-ho about wanting to try rt.

The idea seemed logical, but I had to weigh

several factors: Was the fire about out'l Was

the whole thing about over? Or were all

lhose people aboul to die? There was also a

r isk to the survivors '  l i res,  swrnging out on

the penetrator twenty-six l loors up.
" ln addit ion, i f  an engine fai led . .  .  wel l ,

we'd al l  be going down."
Martin also factored in what he described

as "excellent maintenance that makes our
machines very rel iable." the amount o[ 6ff i ' ]
smoke st i l l  pouring from the roof f f i /
inlermittently. and the possibi l i ty the "f iref lrr

was about to erupt through the roof. "

He said yes.
Slowly and carefully he and his co-pilot,

Caot. Dave Ell is, maneuveredtheir CH-3 as

cloie as they dared to a 26th-floor balcony
where five people stood. Because of the

overhang, Reynolds would still be several
feet from the balcony railing when he was

let down on the cable.
The jury-rigged oPeration worked

beautifutly. fb the shouts of "God bless
you! " and "Thank God! " that were al l  but

drowned out by the deafening racket of the
helicopter 's two engines, Reynolds came
slipping over the rai l ing.

"They were in a state of shock and panic,

but they treated me like a long-lost son,"
said Reynolds. "They had gone as lar as

they could go on their own. They had no
qualms, except maybe for one of the three
women, about getting on the penetrator. "

Reynolds strapped one on at a time, the
group helped position the survivor, and

Connett operated the winch. After each was

safely aboard Pony 2, Connett would let

down the penetrator and oscillate it back and

forth until Reynolds could grab it.

Bi l l  Reynolds was working quickly.  The *
smoke was so thick inside the room that h. '  f f i
could barel l  make ou( a lowel on tbe f loor$

about a foot inside the sl iding-glass door to

the balcony.
There was also some ominous rumbling

fiom inside the hotel.
Once the five survivors were aboard the

helicopter, Reynolds began strapptng
himself on the p6netrator. He was working
bl indly with Connett,  who, because of the

balcony overhang, couldn't  see him unless

the chopper moved a short distance away.
Somehow the slack in the cable tightened
too quickly, yanking the veteran flight

engineer's legs through the wrought- iron
railing and around a post. The sudden jerk

almost broke his legs.
When finally he was reeled into the

helicopter, he couldn't  walk. He could,
however, operate the hoist for Jim Connett'
Pony2 was moving toward another balcony.

Down the 54-year-old grandfather went.

A mil i tary man since 1945 and on f lying

status for 22 years, the graying, curly-haired
Air Reserve Technician had lirst tlown

rescue missions on the renerable HU-16
Albatross amphibian. He was no stranger to

danger.
On the balconY was a lone woman, wno

appeared apprehensive. She had made a

ieeble t irst el lon to grab the rope.

something Connett couldn't  understand I!
unti l  he real ized she was conccrned ob.r 'r i !

her skirt  bi l lowing uP.

i. f.
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Motioning and yelling, Connett tried to
get her to put modesty aside for the moment.
On another try, she took the rope but merely
draped it over the railing. Sizing up the
situation from above, Reynolds had Martin
move Pony 2 closer to the balcony and
Connett grabbed the railing and rolled over
it onto the deck.

Once on his feet, Connett had trouble
talking the woman into getting on the
penetrator. ( "Maybe it was the way she saw
me come in," he quipped.)

It was literally an on-again, off-again
undertaking as Connett tried to strap the
woman onto the penetrator. Despite his
assurances, she kept wanting to get off.

"All the time there were two men
standing inside the room just watching, " the
flight engineer said. "I couldn't understand
why they weren't assisting. One was even
trying to climb up the glass from inside. "

Connett finally secured the woman,
maneuvered between her and the railing,
and rolled her over the top. Up she went as
Reynolds worked the winch.

There was a U-shaped piece of steel,
possibly part of a scaffolding rig, on the
balcony, and Connett, who couldn't find a
latch to what he thought must be a
sliding-glass door, heaved it through the
glass.

Both men inside appeared to be dazed,
their speech and reactions slow. One was
obviously panicky, and Connett had to hold
his hands while helping him through the
broken pane for fear he'd grab the broken
glass.

Connett strapped him on the penetrator
while at the same time trying to talk the
other man into coming out on the balcony
for some fresh air. It didn't work. Once he
maneuvered the first man on the penetrator
over the railing, Connett looked back. There
was no one.

From outside he peered into the room
looking for the man. He could only see
about 10 feet back. An explosion inside and
the sound of glass shattering sent him back
to the rail to await pickup. Pictures of walls
giving way in massive fires filled his mind.

"Oh, hel l ,  maybe this is i t ,"  he said to
himself as he wrapped his legs around a
balcony post . "I figured if I went, the whole
railing was going with me. That's when I
looked down and realized what a ways it
was to the ground. 'Oh, God, not this way ! '

was all I could think to say. It would be
whichever way He decided, but I didn't
particularly want to go that way. " In
minutes Reynolds had him up.

"You know," Mike Martin was to say
later, "here are two guys I've known for
three-and-a-half years. You know they are
good at what they do, but you 've never seen
them when their lives were in danger.

"Without any hesitation, they had
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volunteered to go down and do what they
did. You think they are ordinaryjoes like the
rest ofus, but they aren't. They're heroes.
Different, however, from others like them
who are walking around out there, they had
the chance to prove it. "

Two other flight engineers fiom the 302nd
were also getting their chance.

TSgt. Daniel Jaramil lo, a young,
barrel-chested Phoenix police officer in
civilian life, on Bruce Wood'sPony 3, and
lanky TSgt. Jerry Fletcher, a production
controller for Lockheed Aircraft Service of
California who works at Luke AFB, on
Capt. Lester "Ed" Smith'sPony l, wereleft
on their own like the others to figure out how
best to reach the balconies. The flight
engineers had no communication among
themselves unless they were on the same
aircraft.

Jaramillo chose to be swung into the
balconies without using a rope. Fletcher
decided to tie a rope to his gunner's belt,
throw the rope out to those on the balconies,
and be pulled in as were Reynolds and
Connett. And unlike the others, Jaramillo,
credited with rescuing a pregnant woman
among the six survivors he put on the
penetrator, also chose to ride up the hoist
with each one.

The picture of the two flight engineers at
work made up part of a "tableau that will
remain forever with me," said Lt. Col.
Wood.

"I'm holding the helicopter on the roof
eaves while Danny's going down to a
balcony. Off to my right isaPony facingme.
I 'm looking the pilots right in the eye. And
there's Fletcher swinging on the end of the
cable.

"Then there's a third Pony, and I'm
looking those pilots in the eyes. Their
penetrator has disappeared in the smoke.
Straight in front of me is this reflective glass

[decorative hotel trim] and I can see Danny
in it. I can also see Caesar's Palace, the
Dunes, the Aladdin, and the smoke.
Through the cockpit glass down by my
right foot I'm looking at two people below
me, a man and a woman, waving their
towels.

"I t  was unreal. "
There were a few other episodes that

bordered on the same, but not all were as
haunting.

Although still obviously downcast
because he had not been able to breathe life
back into a man lying on a balcony,
Jaramillo could still work up a smile about
some of his trapezelike exploits.

"Once I crashed through a window Ithey
were sealed shutl," he said, "but I wasn't
badly hurt. It must have been sal'ety glass
because it shattered in around me.

"Later I got a good swing-in fact, too
good!-and I'm heading for a balcony.

There were three people inside the glass
door and they huddled in a corner. The
penetrator caught the tip ofthe railing, and I
went over it, smashing through the window
and landing on the floor.

"The people just looked at me like,
'Where the hell did you come from?' "

Jerry Fletcher could also laugh at himself .
On his one trip down the hoist, he was

pulled into a balcony where a man and
a woman were standing. "She asked me
if she couldtakeherpurse, andl saidyes,"
related the veteran who spent 10 years on
active duty and has been with the 302nd
15 years.

"I put her on the penetrator and sent her
up. The man was telling me how proud he
was of the Air Force. When the penetrator
came back down, he held onto me while I
reached out to grab it. I put him on-no
problems-and he went up."

Looking around the room while he waited
once again for the penetrator, Fletcher
spotted the purse, hung it on his arm, and
strapped himself on the rescue device.

"Then the crew decided to fly down the
building to check out rooms. I was looking
into each room when I got to thinking,
'Huh, I wonder what somebody in one of
those rooms will think about me with this
purse on my arm?' "

I t  probably wouldn't  have mattered. \
Actions speak louder than looks. And rhe\) |
act ions of the 302nd thar chi l ly Friday V,
morning may very well have saved the lives
of 17 people-people who most likely had
run through al l  their hope.

On TV 's "That 's Incredible ! " , which one
week showed film of the Air Force crews in
action and a few weeks later had
representatives of the three units on the
show, co-host John Davidson said of all the
Air Force participants in the MGM rescue
effort, "They are truly American heroes."

But those same Air Force people, all of
whom still wonder what all the fuss is about,
will tell you a different story. "Heroes"
doesn't rest well with them.

"You don't want to blow this thing out of
proportion, " said Bill Reynolds. "It's a job
we train for. lt 's a job we did. lt is hard to say
we've done a lot, but if you've saved one
life . . . well, we would have loved to pick
up five hundred mbre. "

"You know who my heroes are?" asked
Jerry Fletcher, not expecting an answer.
"They 're Captain Smith, Major ILawrence]
Lybarger, and Tech Sergeant Uamesl
Hodges. They got me back. "

Fair enough, then, but would any ofthem
so back?

Danny Jaramil lo: " ln a minute!"
Jerry Fletcher: "Right now!"
Bi l l  Reynolds: "I  would!"
Jim Connett: "Definitely! "
Mike Mart in: "Wouldn't  you?" *{P

T}
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