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Hurlburl's Roork gives TAC,

wing another
by CaPt. JosePh C. Vallimont

20th SOS Unit
Information Officer

Steve Roark passed his
CH-3E Sea King checkride
this week and is now an
aircraft commander. So !
rThe lst Special OPerations
Wing (SOW) has another
aircraft commander, so
what? Steve is a second
lieutenant, that's what, the
first and only second
lieutenant aircraft com-
mander in the 1st SOW,
and according to Air Force
Military Personnel Center,
the only second Lieutenant
aireraft commander of a
crew served weapons sys-
tem in TAC.

Becoming an aircraft
commander required hard

work, studY, Patience and
skill. This is true for everY
one and when You have fi-
nally passed the checkride
there is a tremendous
sense of accomPlishment.

For Steve, it was a Par-
ticularly rewarding exPeri-
ence which began in APril
1970 as an enlisted man in
the U.S. ArmY infantrY.
Tired of his muddY and
slow speed boots (burst
speed of 15 knots forward
ahd reverse), then Private
first class, Roark decided
there were cleaner and fas-
ter ways of getting to and
from the battle. In October
1971, he received his wings
and bars through the ArmY
Aviation Warrant Officer
program. WO1 Roark flew
bss- hours while in the

Army with 555 combat background, the Air Force
hours in Southeast Asia, granted, now seconq
flying an AH-IG, Cobra l ieutenant, Rgarl.< 

-his'
Altack Helicopter. He aeronautical rating in July
amassed one Bronze Star, 1976.
two Distinguished Flying Lieutenant Roark ar-
Crosses, twenty-one (21) rived at Hurlburt Field in
Air Medals and a Purple December 1976 with his
Heart. wife Violet whom he met

Now CW2 Roark realized wh![e assigngd to the 101st
that if he really wanted to Airborne Division, at Fort
fly he should be in the Air Campbell, Ky. Since then
Force. He left the Army theii  famity has grown
and went to Embry Riddle with the addition of their
Aeronautical University, in son David in November
Daytona Beach, FJa. '  1976.
graduating with_a Bachelor iieutenant Roark's
of Science degree in uniou" i tutur wil l  end in
Aeronautical Stud_ie-s,-a^nd Juiv fgZg, when he is pro-
as a distinguished graduate *"i"d d iirst lieutenanl.
of  h is Reserve Off icers '
Training Corp class.

Because of his dist in-
guished flying record and

first



{H-53 approaching lor  landing at  Nel l is  AFB, Nevada, 1976'  HH-53

uas ordeied in September 1966 speci l ical ly for USAF Aerospace

lescue and Recovery Service and became known as the "Super

lo l ly Green Giant ' "  (Author)

lH-53 of  the 81st TFW at Sembach AB, Germany'  (USAF)

HH-53 Specs: !'ffir9

: .: ....
' .  ' . '  :  : :  . .  ,

UH-1 F ol
Minigun is
(USAF)

SOW at Hurlburt mounts rocket Pod
operaled by gunner, while rockets are

Bui l t  by Sikorsky Aircraf t  Div is ion,  Uni ted Aircraf t  Corp '  
HH-53 i .s

largei ina faster than the HH-3 which i t  was intended to supplant '  l t

. i i i " "  the same basic 'equipment as the HH-3'  l t  is  powered by two

Ci-O+-Cg-O turboshaft  engin".  of  3,080 shp each which give i t  a

top speed of  186 mph, service cei l ing of  18,100.f t "  and max range

of '54b mi les.  l t  is  a lso equipped with in- f l ight  refuel ing probe'

Ht- t -SS. were used in the Son iay Pr ison raid '  and in the rescue of

the Mayaguez crew. (Al l  data for  HH-53B' Fol low on version'  the

fr i -SSC h-as larger T-64GE-7 engines which increase top speed to

196 mph and increase load to 18'500 lb.)

UH-1 F ot  479th TFW, George AFB, Cal . ,  1975. (D. Kasulka v ia

Norman E. TaYlor)

. .  ' r  "

and minigun.
f ired by pi lol .

I

I

:11it1

a:jr.:,
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RC-130S LightshiP on

l inal  for  Shaw AFB' SC'
Two C-130s were mool-
fied lor search and res'

cu€ missions. TheY
mount 28 highPowereo
l iohts, which Put out
s] t  n mit l ion candle-
power. TheY were f lown
6v the 4a6th TAW out ol

Ei l inoton AFB, Texas'
f  nei  are ot l ic ia l lY
known as BIAS aircraft '
(Batt lel ield l l lumination
i\ irborne System.) (Jim

Sul l ivan)

CH-3E of  the SOF at
Hurlburt  Field.  (USAF)

HH-3E of 703rd TASS'
363rd TRW, Shaw AFB'
SC. 1972. (Norman c '
Taylor)

CH-3E of  USAF Southern
(usAF)

CH-3E SPecs

Air Div is ion,  Albrook AFB, Canal  Zone'

}i#ifi[ri,ri{' r"r ;.l {i# };}ii'fl i[ ]$ 
-hlg 

i :
R;i;;, 6r'. perrormance:-mai..ff",r;J3 

[l3l'a.o NM, max sross
ii'$i;t"i,[i!fl,"!!btJ'i#: rt 4r. ;{iy'?{n"'n0""' 16 iitter

t.t r$'"n 1 illi i :; 5 ?r: 4:i.l ; l*i i'lli ifJt;'fl [i :{qfi
Giant which endeared i t . . r f t "  .onluat pi lots who depended on the

; i l ; 'c ; . ;  to be there i f  they went down'



Ai?nnl rl4fl^azita llPnt 7g 4r=
SERGEANT TO RECEIVE CHENEY AI^/ARD. The 1977 Cheney

be presented to
Award for valor wi l l
SSgt.  James T. Carter,

20th Special  Operat ions Squadron, 1st  Special  Operat ions Wing, Hur lburt  Field,

Fla.  SSgt.  Carter voluntar i ly  r isked his l i fe whi le on a hel icopter mission

near Egl in AFB, Fla. ,  when he exposed himsel f  to f i re and exploding ammunit ion

in the rescue of  two downed F-4 pi lots in Apr i l  1977. The Cheney Award is

presented annual ly by the Air  Force for an "act  of  valor,  extreme fort i tude,

or sel f -sacr i f ice in a humanitar ian interest  performed in connect ion wi th

aircraf t"  but  not necessar i ly  of  a rni l i tary nature.

WITH HONORS - SSgt. James T. Car'

ter, IVIT Cheney Award recipient, fnom
the %)th Special Operations Squadron,
presents the colors of the lst Special Op'
erations lYing to Lt. Gen. Arnold W.

Braswell, commander, Ninth Air Force,
to receive the Air Force Outstanding Unit
Award streamer. (U.S. Air Force Photo
by Sgt.Willie J. Alexander)
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Captain designs
zoth sos ft#l;({ Armyradar,

By Capt. John M. Graham
20th Special Operations

fuuadron
Captain Frank A. Gray,

a CH-3E Jolly Green Giant
aircraft commander with
the 20th Special Operations
Squadron (SOS),  has de-

r . - r r  h. thh.rrr  nrr t -

ssn-\
D-e.19

Gunner Saves Pilci{s
A hot fighter gets too hot, found the two fighter pilots'

crashes near the airfield, and He even had to search the
bursts into flames. The fire. is area for one of them.
so hot the ammo cooks off-20 Arrd then he administered
mm cannon shells powerful first aid.
enough _to detach an arm' a That all happened April 2b,
leg-or a-head ,STT . at ff ir i"tturt 

-Field,
You have a bird's 

:y." 
t-t": ril.id".Trt" pitotr a long time

because you're a_ he,licgntel ;;;il;"f."a-S"re""nt |arter
gqnner on- a nearby tlu1"il.s i"'ir"ri"* trteir lives.
mission. 'But your pi lot  d i -  - - ; -  - - , :

verts and lands as 
"rJ*"".i" 

. Recently' thankFcame from

dares to this shooting g.tt*r :if",htl"Tl.Xll!ti,:.;3f[?inferno.---wrtrJ 
a" you do? Duck? ,ol f?fl^G"neral 

Lew Allen
Nof ir yo"r;"" Staff dergea't l"*,i:Iil"d Sergeant carter

James carter, trt"t aii'F"i"" 19 w3gnlnston to give the en-
helicopter gunner. tire Air Force point view'

OncL onihe ground, he ran It came in the form of the
straight to daiger-through 1977 Cheney-Alar{ for valor
shotJ and flarnes until Le and extreme fortitude'

signed a unique training
program on the use of the
AN/APR 39 radar warning
receiver. The radar warn-
ing receiver system, new
to the Air Force, is an Army
system and the 20th SOS is
the first Air Force unit to re-

training progrdm
ceive the system. Capt.
Gray's program is being
used to instruct aircrew
members on the use of the
system which is being cur-
rently installed on all of the
20th SOS helicopters. Previ-
ously no aircrew training
programs were available to
instruct aircrew members
on use, operating paramet-
ers and limitations of the
AN/APR 39 system.

Captain Frank A. Gray,
drawing on his combat ex-
perience as a weapon sys-
tem operator in F-4 Phan-
tom and OV-10A Bronco
aircraft,  has designed a
comprehensive training
program. His program in-
cludes a ground school on
the system components,
operations and limitations.
Two one-hour video tapes
which present a visual and
audio self-teaching presen-
tation of various surface to
air  missi le radars,  ant i -
aircraft weapons and
search radars.

In addit ion, he has de-
signed a ground training
simulator program which
will give aircrew members
need skills on the use of the
new equipment.

The new radar warning
receiver system furnishes
the aircrews information
on type, range and opera-
t ion of both enemy and
friendly radar control led
weapons. With this new
equipment, 20th SOS air-
crews are now provided
with an measure of safety
in high threat combat
areas.



lst SOW returns
from co untry cold
snd Empire Glscier
Continued from Poge 1

serve people saw lst SPe-
cial  Operat ions Wing
(SOW) aircrews shoveling
snow f  rom the runwaY
lights to "keep 'em flYing."
Pleased Air Force SPecial
Operations Base staff Per-
sonnel saw these same air-
crews voluntari ly extend-
ing already long missions
to guarantee the job was
done right.

What did Empire Glacier
78 prove? It proved we're a
team in the lst  SOW. A
team of dedicated profes-
sional men and women who
know how to get the mis-
sion accompl ished in the
most difficult of conditions.
We took helicopters, gun-
ships, and a Talon to New
England this year, and left
a mark of  success
everywhere we operated.

So go ahead and ask one
of the 248 people who
worked in Empire Glacier
78.. .ask any of  the f lyers,
the fixers, the drivers, the
cooks, the typists...ask anY
of them what EmPire
Glacier 78 proved, and
you're likely to get just one
answer..."Empire Glacier
78 proved the 1st SOW re-
al ly can operate 'AnY
Time, Any Place."

wee\R\hwkT

r'$w

WELCOME BACKII! The 248 men and women of Hurlburt returned from Empire Glacier of Feb' I and 2



February L0, 1978

THE CH-3 CRE\ilS worked hard and long' The return to home base

was wet but welcome.
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