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Green Flag displays
Special  Operat ions

Story by lst Lt. Joseph C. Voll imont,20th SOS

Photos by Technicol Sergeonts George C. Scott ond Aoron A. Sompson

The 20th Special Operations Squadron (SOS),
Combat Control Team and B34th Security Police
Squadron (SPS) held a war recently.

It was not a very big war, so do not feel bad if
you were not invited.

Dubbed "Green Flag," this joint exercise was
designed to provide realistic training for crew-
members of the UH-1N and CH-3E helicopters
and ground members of the B34th SPS and Com-
bat Controllers.

The scenerio pitted the Security Police against
the Combat Controllers, who would also be au-
gmented by a squad of rotorheads known as
Mustered's Mauraders.

At exactly 5:30 a.m., Jan. 13 (most of you fixed
wing pilots were not even up yet, except for the
16th SOS who were still at the Officers Open
Mess looking for their table cloth), the war be-
gan.

The exercise members met their first chal-
lenge, a twenty man tent provided by the B23d
Civil Engineering Squadron, at the Forward
Operating Location (FOL) of Duke Field.

Almost everyone agreed the tent was of Army
design, because the instructions were attached
to the front door, and could only be followed after

the tent was erected, and the front door was
found I

Throughout the rest of the day ,77 sorties were
flown for infils, exfils and recons.

Further problems developed when the En-
vironmental Protection Agency disapproved the
slit trench.

Finally, the first elements of the Security
Police and Combat Controllers were inserted
into the area by the helicopters. Contrary to
popular belief, both parties started off in the
right direction, and proceeded to harass each
other.

Later in the day, a simulated search and re-
scue (SAR in chopper talk) was conducted when
the wing Standardization and Evaluation rep-
resentative attemptedto establish his own FOL.
The SAR was delayed for a time, primarily be-
cause no one wanted to go get him.

Back at the war, the 20th SOS was preparing
for the last exfil. The Combat Controllers and
Security Police continued harassing each other,
and failed to notice they had become surrounded
by a large band of Army Rangers (probably-:
wanting the tent back;. i::*..--...
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simuifilifrenemy fire, the Combat Controllers
and Security Police were saved when the 20th
SOS helicopters exfilled them, returning home
for a post mission celebra. . . , I mean debriefing !

With this, the war was almost over, and only
one more highly skilled, precision operation had
to be accomplished.

The Combat Controllers were covertly infilled
into the channel behind the Officers Open Mess
the afternoon of Jan. 14. There, they performed a
reconnaissance mission to scout out all water
approaches to the Mess.

With their route skillfully planned, the 20th
SOS made their final assault Jan. 15.

Under the cover of darkness, and dressed in
the new style of assault clothing (Mess Dress),
members of the 20th made an unopposed beach
assault near the Mess.

The operation was so successful, that no one
even knew the 20th members had infiltrated the
Dining-In until Lt. Col. RobertE. Mayo,20thSOS
commander, made his first of many trips to the
Hemlock bowl.

By the way, special thanks to the B34th Trans-
portation Squadron, Dining Hall, Chapel and
B23d Civil Engineering Squadron for their sup-
port.
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GROUND FIRE - Members of the g34th Security police Squadron and
combat control ream make for their rescue under heavy simulated fire
from Army Rangers.

ANOTHER SORTIE - The crew of a 20th Special Operations Squadron CH-3E prepares for another
sortie during Green Flag.

of the 20th SPecial Operati

rescue during Green FL'g'



Heroism Aword Given to Sgt.Corter

A staff sergeant assigned to
the 20th Special Operations
Squadron here is the recipient
of he 1977 Cheney Award.

SSgt.James T. Carter was
selected fortthe award because
he voluntarily risked his life
while on a helicopter mission
nbar Eglin AFB, Fla.

On April 25,1977, Sgt. Carter
was aboard a UH-IN Huey Gun-
ship conducting an instrument
training flight when Eglin mis-
sion control asked the crew to
search for an F-4 Phantom
which had disappeared from its
radar moments earlier. The
helicopter was sent to an
isolated and heavily wooded
region where the crew spotted
smoke and small fires.

The crash of the F-4 had
spead wreckage, fuei and 20
mill imeter ordinance. The
helicopter set down in a nearby
clearing and Sgt. Carter worked
his way through burning dnder-
brush to the wreckage. He
located the first survivor and
directed him toward the waiting
helicopter.

With Amunition detonating
all around him, he searched for
the second pilot. A signal from

SSgt. James T. Carter, an aerial gunner assign-
ed to the 20th Special Operations Squadron, per-
forms a preJtlght inspection of a 7.62 millimeter
minigun. Sergeant Carter is the recipient of the
1977 Cheney Award for heroism. (U.S. Air Force
photo

the injured pilot, a faint whistle,
helped Sgt. Carter locate him
and administer first aid. Joined

by his copilot, Sgt. Carter
helped carry the injured safety

"His action showed fortitude
in a volatile situation and was
in the highest hum;anitarian
tradition. lt is a,-{ftaswe to
have an indivit-ual of his
calibre in Tactical Air Com-
mand," commented Gen.
Robert J. Dixon, TAC com-
mander, in a congratulatory
letter.

Along with the Cheney
Award, which will be presented
to Sgt. Carter at a later date in
Washington, D.C., he received
the Airman's Medal during a lst
Special  Operat ions Wing
quarterly parade held here
recently.

The Cheney Award is
presented annuallY bY the Air
Force Chief of Staff for an "act
of valor, extreme fortitude, or
self-sacrifice in a humanitarian
interest performed in connec-
tion with aircraft" but not
necessarily of a militarY
nature.  The award was
established in memorY of lst Lt.
William H. Cheney, Air Service,
killed in an air collision at Fog-
gia, Italy. Jan. 20, 1918.

Corter eorns oword
SSgt.  James T. Carter,

recently selected to receive
the coveted Cheney Award,
has been chosen to receive
the Air  Force Sergeants
Association's (AFSA) Pit-
senbarger Award.

Both awards are being
presented dur ing August
for Staff Sergeant Carter's
"voluntary r isk of  l i fe
while on a helicopter mis-
sion near Eglin AFB, Fla."

On Apri l  25, 1977, Staff
Sergeant Carter, assigned
to the 20th Special Opera-
t ions Squadron, was
aboard a UH-1N Huey
Gunship, conducting an in-
strument t ra in ing f l ight

when asked by Eglin mis-
sion control to search for a
missing F-4 Phantom.

The helicopter was sent
to an isolated and heavily
wooded area, where the
crew spotted smoke and
small fires.

The helicopter sat down
in a c lear ing near the
downed Phantom and Staff
Sergeant Carter worked his
way through burning brush
and exploding ammunition
and directed the first sur-
vivor to the helicopter.

He then searched for the
second pilot and found him
after hearing a faint whis-
t le.  Af ter  administer ing

first aid, Staff Sergeant
Carter, aided by the copilot
carried the injured pilot to
the waiting helicopter.

The Pitsenbarger Award
is presented annually by
the AFSA to the Air Force
enlisted man receiving the
highest award for valor
during the preceding year.

The Cheney Award is
presented annually by the
Air  Force Chief  of  Staf f ,
for  an "act  of  valor,  ex-
treme fort i tude, or sel f -
sacrifice in a humanitarian
interest performed in con-
nection with aircraft" but
not necessari ly of a mil i-
tary nature.





GOOD MAINTENANCE, agoodcrew, and agood

heater are all the ingredients for another success-
ful Empire Glacier mission.

EVERY LAST INCH of hangar space was used at Griffis AFB' N'Y''

during Empire Glacier' Here, three of our helicopters, a UH-IH and

two CH€s, stand ready to be put to the cold weather test.
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