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3 majors promoted

Helicop ters for Hurlburt;
return to lst SOWJuly 1

The helicopter-equipped special opera-
tions squadron announced in mid-
November by the Department of Defense
(DoD) as planned for Hurlburt Field has
now been officially designated. Wing offi-
cials learned this week the new squadron is
to be the 20th Special Operations Squadron
(sos).

Although DoD sources earlier indicated
the squadronwas to be activatedbythefall
of 1975, plans now call for the rotary-wing
unit to begin forming at Hurlburt in the
first quarter of calendar year 1976. The
20th SOS is to be equipped with four CH-3
and six UH-IN helicopters.

Activation of the 20th SOS will once more
give the Wing, and the Air Force's special
operations forces, an active-duty helicop-
ter capability. Many Hurlburtites will re-

call when the 317th SOS phased down in
April of last year.

Its UH-1N Twin Huey helicopters were
transferred to other Air Force organiza-
tions. The unit's CH-3'*Sea King" aircraft
were assigned to the 302d Special Opera-
tions Squadron of the Air Force Reserve
(AFRES) at Luke AFB, Arizona. The 834th
TCOMPW is presently the gaining com-
mand for the 302d should the AFRES unit
be broughtto active duty.

In other mission oriented developments
this week, the Wing's long-talked-about
redesignation was officially announced.
In publishing Special Order GA-7, the Tac-
tical Air Command has set July I as the
date for the Wing's resumptionof thename
"1st Special Operations Wing."

It was on July 1, 1974, in anticipation of
the movement of a C-130 tactical airl i ft
wing to Hurlburt and in connection with
the consolidation of all Air Force special
operations activities at the base that the
Air Force gave the Wing its present desig-
nation. Withthe recenttransferof all C-130
transport aircraft to the Military Airlift
Command, it is now appropriate for the
Wing to,resume the 1SOW designation
which is historically associated with spe-
cial operation forces.

- total forces at work
4 apnps

7 aNc

8 you pick 'em
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UH-lN"Twin Hpey"

New leave policy, procedures established
Several major changes to Air Force ManuallTT-373 regarding

leave policy and procedures were recently announced by Air
Force officials. The changes will be effective Tuesday.

The Air Force's leave policy establishes the requirement for an
aggressive leave program at all levels within the force. Comman-
ders are directed to strongly encourage the use of leave to provide
respite from the work environment and particularly emphasize
the granting of leave on PCS (permanent change of station),
arduous duty, protracted periods of duty away from home, reen-
listment, personal emergencies, for traditional holidays, atten-
dance at spiritual retreats and priorto dischargeor retirement
to the extent of unused leave.

Effective Tuesday, both sign-out days will be charged as leave
unless as determined by the leave approving official the member
waspresentforduty all, ornearly all, of hisorhernormalworking
day on eitherthe dayof commencementortermination of the leave
period.

Furthermore, when a member signs out on a non-duty day, the
day will be charged as leave. When a member signs in on a non-
duty day, however, the day will not be charged as leave.

Exceptions to the new sign-in, sign-out policy are when a
member signs out on leave and returns to duty the same day, he or
she will be charged for one day of leave unless required to return
the samedaypursuantto cornpetantorders. Also, when a member
is on authorized leave and is recalled to duty due to military neces-
sity, he will not be charged for the period of leave if the recall to
duty was received within 72 hours of departure time.

Additionally, a 4-day period of authorized absence will be au-
thorized f or all Air Force military members signing out on or after
April 1 PCS to or from an unaccompanied short tour. This 4-day
"ProceedTime" will notbe chargeable asleave ortraveltime, but
authorized as a delay in the execution of PCS orders to enable a
member to attend to the administrative details involved in such
tasks as disestablishing and reestablishing residence, changing
residence for taxation and voting purposes and vehicle licensing.

Proceed Time is not intended to serve the needs of in- and out-
processing with military personnel, security, pass and billeting
offices or public quarters clearance, which are military adminis-
trative requirements to be appropriately provided for during
normal working hours.
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