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MEMORANDUM

Date: 27 Dec 94
From: 20 S0s/ccX
To: WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

Subject: DOCUMENT CLASSIFICATION

1. The documents contained herein are portions of the 1ST/16TH
SOW histories for the dates shown on each document. The SOW
histories as a whole are classified for the most part.

2. The documents in this binder are a compilation of materials
from varied sources and have all been declassified if necessary.
Sheets showing declassification are all posted in the last
document protector for each respective binder.

3. Any materials you feel may be of questionable classification

you are encouraged to bring to my attention and I will endeavor
to alleviate your apprehensions.

SQUADRON HISTORIAN




I 34\ et

e REVIE 63 Blmq: |
?“ . | T e

HISTORY _ :
- OF | ‘
14TH SPECIAL OPERATIONS WING B
JANUARY - MARCH 1971
(Unclassified Title) .
s, Vel e Ao Foree =~ loaini ”‘3- -
A e / oS ' ! :
5 Psvolry T o !
3 ;),;k! 61.,@11‘\&5, oo 0 {1 “\\.{(‘ Q. Q& ﬁ . :
Assigned to: . 0-%7 |
. Tth Air Force, Pacific Air Forces
| ,';': Stationed at: P R c \ 5
5 Phan Rang Air Base, Republic of Vietnam " YU,
.(‘ ; : I‘r - e
Aokt R Y 222, |
DERRILL R. DELK MARK W. MAGNAN 7 ;
Ma jor, USAF Colonel, USAF
_ . Historical Officer - Commander y
i HAROLD E. e ra] Declasifiection 50
MSGT., USW "Fxcluded from General De : . |
Historian :
- GROUP_1 .
. - EXCLUDED FROM AUTOMATIC™
DOWNGRADING AND DECLASSIFICATK)N Copy No. _/_ of 4 Copies,

) o B ol
S
= w B
L)
. ol




20th Special Operations Squadron.25

}8§ The Main Operating Base (MOB) of the 20th Special Operations

(-\ Squadron is located at Cam Ranh Bay AB, RVN. Combat operations were
i, conducted out of the FOL at Ban Me Thout East and Sub-FOLs at Duc lap,
Tiey Atar and various other locations in the RVN. Two sub-FOLs not
used in the past were Quan lLoi and Lac Ninh,
v £§5 The primary mission of the 20th Special Operatiéns Squadron
?fi | continued to be the support of VNAF King Bee (H-34) hilicopters carrying
thg Long Range Reconnaissance Patrols of the 5th Special Forces (CCS)
at Ban Me Thout.

}Sfﬁ The unit did not have any aircraft losses during this quarter.

There were one explosive accident and one explosive incident, both
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r involving the M-93 Minigun, resulting in injury to one crew menber.
, w The conversion from UH-1P to UH-1N aircraft, initiated last
; quarter, was zomﬁleted on 1l March 1971. The dual engine capability
; of the UH-1N considerably increased the morale of the pilots.

S,%’) Problems of billeting, maintenance supply and security arose
with the opening of the temporary sub-FOL at Quan Loi. For future
operations of that nature, i.e., locations too far from the FOL at Ban
Me Thout, advance parties will be dispatched to help prepare adequate

biileting. Plans have been implemented to use spare gunners as guards

on the'aircraft at night. To alleviate the maintenance supply problem,
~ the 20th Special Operations Squadron started going through mih;c‘enance > ,«
supply channels to establish a ‘Mobili‘.fcy Supply Kit (MSK), which enabled |
the unit to operate on deployment for up to 30 day§.

9{) As reported last quarter, Hurlbu[itt-tra.ined pilots continued-to -
arrive with‘inadequate training for the mission in Southeast Asia (SEA).
Recommendations were made to Seventh Air Force in hopes of resolving
' !-x‘ this problem.
 . o }ﬁ’f The 20th Special Operations Squadron flew 371 combat sorties,

expending more than 1,200,000 rounds of 7.62mm ammunition, 2,280 rockets

and 700 rounds of 4Omm ammunition during this reporting period.
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I. Background:
- st The Main Operating Base (MOB) of the 20th Special Operations

Squadron i;~ldéated at Cam Ranh Bay Air Base, Vietnam. Combat opera-
tions were conducted out of the Forward Operating Location (FOL) at
Ban Me Thuot East and Sub-Forward Operating Locations (Sub-FOL) at
Duc lap, Tieu Atar, etc. as in the past. A new temporary Sub-FOL at
Quan Loi was opened and a new Sub-FOL was put into use at Lac Ninh.

The structure of the chain of command has not changed during the Quar-

ter 1 Jan to 31 Mar 71.

II. General:

g36 The objective of this report is’to summarize thermajor accom~
plishments of the 20th SOS and discuss the factors which affeéted the
mission during the 1st Quarter of the calendar year 1971.

Kd

1’4
III. Organization: Command and Controlg -

(U) Lt Col Harmon M. Brotnov continued his duties as Commander of
the 20th SOS. Lt Col Alfred G. Houston assumed duties of Operations
Officer from Major Harvey D. Gilzean on 10 Jan. The 20th SOS Mainte-
nance Section Commander Capt James A. Ball, continued in his post.
Capt Gerald E. Karels continued to command maintenance at the FOL.

(U) The Mission Operations Officer (MOO), functioning as a De-
tachment Commander at the FOL, continued to rotate amoﬁg field grade.
officers, with the addition of selected company grade officers.

;Sf The primary mission of the 20th Special Operations Squadron
continued to be the support of VNAF King Bee (H-34) helicopters. The

King Bees carry the Long Range Reconnaissance Patrols and operate
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under the command and control of the 5th Special Forces (CCS) at Ban
Me Thuot, RVN,_

985 During thé first quarter of 1971, the 20th SOS "Green Hornets"
reached 6 months of combat operations without an aircraft loss or acci-
dent. There was one explosive accident and one explosive incident. The
accident and the incident involved the M-93 minigun., The respective re-
ports are included in this report as attachments.

'$83 The conversion of the unit to a new aircraft, the UH-1N, was
completed during this quarter. More "N" models became available and
the first phase began when one "N" model was used as 5th gun on 20
January. Two "N" models were used on two gun lines and the "P's" re-
mained covering the remaining two gun lines and 5th gun on 13 Febru-
ary. The conversion was complete on 1 Mar?? vhen agll five aircraft )
on the fragged mission were "N" models. The older "P" models were no£

used for training after this date. They were turned over to the Air

Force Rapid Area Maintenance team, Air Force Logistics Command, to be
QEX modified and dis-assembled for shipment to other commands throughout
the world.

&8{ The 20th SOS began a new operation at a temporary FOL, Quan

’ﬁ: Loi, and its Sub-FOL, Loc Ninh, on the 23rd of March. The Green Hor-

© nets supported the Army there in the same capacity as they have in the

past. Problems evolved from this operation in three areas. These were
,billeting, maintenance supply, and security.
}Sﬁ Billeting at Quan Loi was of the most austere condition. They

were unrevetted, rat infested and the site was not prepared to accept

aircrew members. Plans have been made to send advance parties for the




purpose of billet preparation for future operations. Deputy Comman-
der for Special Operations will assist in our support requirements.
QK{ PI;;s‘Bave als> been made to send a BMT maintenance package
into Quan Loi. It was impraqtical to attempt operations as such a
distance from our maintenance support. A twenty to thirty minute
flight from BMT to a Sub-FOL presents no problem. Quan Lol is nearly

two hours from BMI'. The problems were insurmountable in the area of

maintenance supply and support. For example, the dust created prob-

lems with the fuel filters which were in short supply. This caused

aircraft to be out-of-commission. The 20th is going forward through
maintenance supply channels to establish a Mobility Supply Kit. This
will enable the squadron to deploy«for up to 30 day operations.

$3$ Tool boxes and survival vests were stolen from the ramp area

L Ly )
at Quan Loi. The survival vests were iﬁ locked and guarded aircraft. -

The tool boxes were chained and locked to revetments. Plans have been
implemented to provide our own security by using spare gunners as
guards on‘the aircraft at night and locking valuables in conexes.
V. Training:

;ﬂf _Hurlburt trained pilots continued to arrive with deficiencies.
During the quarter, the Chief of Training conferred with 7AF Training

in hopes of finding solutions to the training problems. It was con-

cluded that Hurlburt is limited because of altitude restrictions. Also

the terrain is different in SEA. Less transition and more gun training

was suggested.

(U) All former "F' model pilots were transitioned into the "N

model. This was facilitated by the use of local IP's who had prior

. ~
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helicopter time but were not GMQ.

QS{ 'W%Eh no clear higher headquarter direction the Squadron init-
iated Slick (;roop carrying helicopter) A/C training on 1 March, Thus,
the 20th SOS readied itself for any eventuality. The Squadron has 5
Sliek 4/C's with 3 more programmed. Slick 4/0's are also trained as
Gun A/C's until the Squadron obtains a definite Slick mission.

;53 The upgrade system was revised. The 20th SOS had 57 pilots

to fly a mission requiring 5 aircraft. This was not enough mission to

- keep all pilots qualified and proficient. There were more pilots than

could be trained on the mission. A set number of A/C's was established.

Mission C/P's moved into vacated A/C slots based on DEROS, prior heli-

copter time and IP's judgements. -Once selected the C/P is given inten-

sive training including gun rides, and IP monitored weeks on the mission.
i

(U) The passenger carrying qualific:tion program was intensifiéa.

All pilots, upon achieving minimum time in the helicopter and In Coun-

| try time, were given a Passenger Carrying Pilot check. This improved

the Squadron's ability to conduct VIP flights and other shuttle ser-

4
vices,

936’ Squadron pilot breakdown for the quarter is as follows: Flight
Exeminers _ 5 ; Mission IP _7 ; Local IP __ 4 ; Mission A/C's __33 ;
First Pilots _24 .

VI. Maintenance, Supply and Equipment:

. (U) The 20th Maintenance section has experienced slow but contin-
ued improvement in facilities, supply and transport. The 20th SOS
moved into new maintenance facilities during the first week in January.

The building was quite inadequate in all respects. Supply procedures
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and liaison problems were alleviated. However, the Initial Supply
Support LiEFing was 8till inadequate. In January this problem was
evidenced by %ﬁe high NORS rate which declined throughout the quarter.
Coordination and transport problems were reduced when the Operations
Branch was located next to the Maintenance hangar. The addition of

more dependable vehicles improved transportation problems.
(U) The major problems undertaken were UH-1N assembly, UH-1P modi-

fication, Category 3 testing of the "N' model and "P" model packaging

and shipping. 4 RAM Team was requested and approved to complete two

ETCTO's and shipping of the "P' models to other units. The job was
nearing completion at the end of the quarter. The last of the 22 &
"N" models arrived 27 TFeb anﬁ the last was released for Functional
Check Flight on 7 Mar.

(U) Two highly experienced pilots w;;e appointed as liaisons t6 "
maintenance during the critical two month period when the "N's" were
being put into commission. The pilots, with their knowledge of FCF
procedures, contributed much to the commissioning program.
| (U) A vigorous Cat 3 testing program was instituted by maintenance.
Thirty Emergency Unsatisfactory Material Reports were submitted during

the quarter. Another major undertaking, of course, was the:relocation

of the maintenance facilities.

}Zﬂ’ Problems with the aircraft were limited to two general areas;

the engines and the rotor blades. Low engine oil pressure was en- : e

countered and solved by new adjustment procedures and limits. Virtu-
ally all aircraft have experienced fluctuating oil pressure and low

0il pressure in the Combining Gearbox. This problem has not been

IO
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satisfactorily solved despite increased allowable operating limits

and careful oil filling techniques. The Squadron experienced one
engine failur;.on the migsion. Results of the investigation are pend-
jng. Mixing of Stauffer and Shell oil of the same military specifi-
cations was found to cause foaming and curdling. Finally, related to
the engine problems was the difficulty in securing water wash equip-

ment. Vital components of the system were lost in supply for weeks.

Water wash procedures were established with a substantial rise in

engine performancse.

(U) The 20th S0S experienced 3 blade delaminations. The problem
was found to be in the manufacturing process. The process has been
changed and the 20th SOS received-10 pairs of the new blades. Tapping

for voids in the blades after each flight was_substituted for the old

1;)- -

"

blades still in service.

}B‘ Providing sufficient armament systems for the "N models was
a problem, It was solved by maintenance personnel. A proposal was
made to WRAMA, ASD and PACAF to modify the "P" model minigun mounts
to fit the "N" models. The modification took some time in being
approved. Seven additonal sets of miniguns will be made available
through this program. Also it was found the miniguns will work on
the XM-§4 pintle mounts. When work is finished, the Séuadron will
have 1/ sets of miniguns and 5 sets of AOMM launchers.
. (U) Two inspection teams visited the 20th SOS during the quarter,

the USAF Safety Survey Team and the Inspector General. Maintenance

was rated highly by both teams. Compliments were given to non-powered

AGE and the Supply Center.
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VII. Morale:
(U) Morale has improved significantly during the first quarter of

1971. The advent of the UH-1N and its twin engine dependability was .

,aq§onsiderable factor. Former problems in the area of transportatidn
ifoiané'frdm the flight line alleviated when the Operations Section
moved to its new building. Co-locating the Operations Section with
the Mainténance Section on the flight line decreased the transporta-
‘tion problem. Additionally, Operations is now within short walking
‘diStance of the Officer!'s Quarters.

(U) The enlisted aircrew members continue to live in open-bay
non-airconditioned barracks. Crowded conditions in officer and en-
listed quarters continue with no relief in sight.

VIII. Commander's Comments:

‘-

(U) The first quarter of 1971 can be‘éharaéterized as one of -
preparation to resume the role the 20th SOS once played in SEA.
Conversion to the UH-1N and the expanded check-out program on both
glicks and Guns has enabled the unit to become ready to handle in-
creased tasking. Although the 20th S0S is now ready, there was con-
siderable time and effort lost because of the lack of specific goals.
Again, in this quarter, no one at squadron level was informed as to
the possible future plans for employment of the unit.

(U) The problems encountered in the area of mobility and their
golution have been adequately covered in Section IV of this report.

IX. Special Events:

;zf The 20th SOS was honored, on two occasions, to transport and

escort General Creighton Abrams, Commander MACV and party to confer-

_—~




ences 1 d inspections. The General was transported to points in the
Da Nang area on 11 March. Also, on 30 March he was taken to Kontum
from Pleiia. “Missions were tasked from MACV through Special Opera-
tions channels. The force sent on this operation was 2 Slicks and
2 Gunships.

'$¢6 The unit participated in Search and Rescue missions during
the period 16 through 20 March. A total of 20 sorties were flown in

an effort to find a downed F-100 pilot 45 miles NW of Can Ranh Bay.

| The F-100 pilot was from the 35th TFW at Phan Rang. Operatlions were

hampered by bad weather and rough terrain. The pilot is still missing.

(U) The 20th S0S was visited by the 7AF Inspector General team on
4 and 5 March., There were ho repeat write-ups. The Awards and Decor-
afions section received special comment for procedures used in docu—
menting points for Air Medals and otheéuaecorations. -
(U) Testing was initiated on the XM-94 grenade launcher and to

date the results are inconclusive. Several sorties have been flown

using varied tactics. Problems encountered are: High jam rate, high

. recoll prohibiting accurate firing and no tracer.

(U) Notable among the distinguished officers who visited the 20th
SOS and were briefed on the mission are as follows: General Nazzaro,

CINCPACAF; General Clay, Commander 7AF; Lt Gen Wells, Inspector Gen-

eral USIT; Maj Gen Petit, DO PACAF; Maj Gen Fraser, Commander Austrail-

ian Forces, Vietnam; Maj Gen Wilson, DCS OPS, 7AF; Air Commando

Spurgeon, CR, RAAF Vietnam; Brig Gen Delonga, DM, 7AF.
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? | OPERATIONS STATISTICS
- o FLYING HOURS
JAN FEB MAR
Flown 726.4 750.3 900.‘2
Programmed 1050 1050 1050
FCF 431 68.6 56.9
Mission Support 95.0 97.8 253.9
Training 185.6 276.9 331.1
R i
o TRAINING SORTIES
C\ JAN FEB MAR
Gun Training 51 70 71
Pilot Proficiencies 50 96 34
IP Training 14 2 10 S
1 Slick Training 6 6 46
B Theater Indoctrination 6 “ 2 3
SORTIES )

JIN  FEB  MAR

Missions Flown 126 110 135
~Missions Fragged 126 108 139 |
GROUND ALERT

JAN © ' FEB MAR

Ground Alert Hours 814.2 784.6 1037.5

ORDNANCE EXPENDED
JAN FEB MAR
- 7.62 MM 297.1M 529.6M 375.3M

Rockets 677 854 749
4L0MM - - 700

“Atch 1

.
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MAINTENANCE STATISTICS
~ JAN FEB
P/N P/N
72.2%/52.5% 74.5%/80.0%
7.5%/33.4% 14,.9%/7.1%
20.3%/14.1% 10.6%/12.9%
JAN FEB
P/N P/N
Aircraft Utilization Rate 28.8%/13.0% 34,.0%/24.6%
Authorized Utilization Rate  28.8%/23.07 34.0%/23.0%
f Aireraft Authorized 16/23 15/23
(”\ Aircraft Assigned 16/14 15/22
) JAN FEB
’ '
G N's Operational 7.9  11.0% PO

1').

Atch 2
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AWARDS AND DECORATIONS

Silver Star

Distinguished Flying Cross
Air Medal

Alr Force Commendation Medal
Bronze Star Medal

Purple Heart

.8ilver Star

Distinguished Flying Cross
Alr Medal

. Adrmant's Medal

~Bronze Star Medal

“Alr Force Commendgtion Medal
Purple Heart '

Atch 3

(Submitted in 1st Quarter 1971)

1
42
130
28
5
0

(Received during 1st Quarter 1971)

0
61
R24
1

0
15
0
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20th Special Operations Squadron.=<'
QSS The primary mission of the 20th Special Operations Squadron

continued to be support of the long range VNMAF King Bee (H-34) heli-
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copters. The King Bees operate under the command and control of the
Training Advisory Groups (TF-3AE) CCS at Ban Me Thuot AB, RVN, and are
responsible fof‘carrying out long range reconnaissance patrols.

;85 Operations were again carried out at Quan Loa in support of
King Bees. The operations and maintenance = iliti: - though austere,
were greatly improved over conditions exist : ; during che past quarter,

}a’f The 20th Special Operations Squa..o. dispatched two aircraft
and crews and maintenance personnel to Saigon for a period of ten weeks
to support training at the Long Than Special Forces Camp, 20 miles east
of Saigon. The students were Nationals training to be reconnaissance
team leaders and instructors. The training included parachute train-
ing, stable rig training, and visual reconnaissance in War Zone D and
the Iron Triangle. A collater:l mission was administrative support
of Special Operations headquarters persoghtL it Sevent: Air Force and
Military A: si :tance Command, Vietnam.

’Lsﬂl The grounding of most of the 20t! Special Operations Squad-
ron's aircraft due to low powe. problems was a limiting factor in the
accomplishment of combat and training sorties. An assistance team
from Warner Robins Air Materiel Area (WRAMP ) was called in to help
solve this problem. At one point, after the initial power problem
occurred, there were 11 UH-IN's grounded o i, of 22 possessed. After
the WRAMA team departed, leaving recommend. tions for correcting the
problem, all but four of the aircraft were v« turned to an OR status.

(U) Aside from the shortage of engin s iue to the power prob-

lems and a shortage of gear boxes in June, logistical support was
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adequate t: ¢ ghout the quarter.

(U) ‘'he 20th Special Operations Squadron was ze led upon to sup-
port a search and rescue mission for a downed F-10C r lot from the
35th Tactical Fighter Wing at Phan Rang AB, RVN. After the crash site
was loc: ted, gunships of the 20th Special Operations Squadron flew
cover for a '"brite lite team" as the team searched for the pilot. Un-
fortunately, ti.c pilot had been killed in the crash.

}}fy The 20th Special Operations Squadron flew 2881.8 hours ex-
pending 1,463,200 rounds of 7.62mm ammunition, 3,474 rockets, and
6,699 rc mds of AOmm ammunition, in the performance of their mission.
90th i pc :ial Operations Sguadron.28

‘;81 The unconventional warfare operations assigned to the 90th
Special Opera’ ions Squadron, under Seventh Air Ferce OPORD A460-70
(COMBAT SPEAR,, is classified Top Se ret 'IMDIS and will not be dis—
cussed in this ! story, as it has be:n submitted under separate cover
to Seventh Air Force.

;81’ The operational use of the Fulton Recovery System for in-
country rescue remained unlikely because rescue helicopters can do
the job m r¢ 2ffectively. However, the 90th Special Operations
Squadron continued to maintain a capability in both short range and
long range recovery operations through a thorough trair ing program.
Three live pick-ups were made at Clark AB, Philippines, as part of
the Jungle Survival course.

(U) Max 1ing and “ogistics suppcrt from highe: he:dquarters con-

tinued to contribute to the success of the unit's mission.
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I. PBagkground:

(#) The Ma n psrating Base (M(B) of the 20t Speoial Operetioms
Squadron 15 10 «.5d at Cum Ranh Bay Air Base, Vietnam, Oombat opere-
tions vere conduoted out of the Forward Opersting Loosticn (POL) at .
Ban Ne Thuot Eawt and Sub-Forward Operating Loostioms (Sub-FOL) st
Dus lap, Pieu Ater as in the past, The Sub-FUL's st Quan Lol and Leo
Kinh vere used again for a limited duration. A new FOL vas sdded at
Tan Son Niut Alr Base whore & ocombination of combat and adwinistrative
support missions were flowm.

II, Genapul:

(#) The oblective of this report is to smmarise the major
acoomplishments of the 20th 308 and discuss the factors which affected
the mission during the second quarter of the ealsndsr year 1971,

III, Organiastion: Command and Comtrols -
(U) Lt Col Harmem M. Brotnov oontinued his duties ss Cosmander
of the 20tk 508, Lt Col Alfred G. Houstom contimued duty as Operetions
Officer. BEarly in the quarter, Captain James A. Ball was replaced by
Oaptain O1ifford J. Thowpsom, Jr. as 20th Maintenance Ssotion Cosmander.
Captein Steven T. Barry assumed duiiss of Assistant to the Malutenance

Gowmander from Captain Gersld E. Karels,

(U) The Missic Operutioms Offfcer (MOO) funotioning as dstach.
ment oommndsr at the FOL's continued to rotate among £ield greds
offiosrs with the sddition of selected campany grede officers.

IV, Migsion:
() The primry mission of the 20th Special Opereticns Squadrom

et ~ sondinued to be sv mort of VEAY King Bee (H-34) helfcopters. The

AR nYdal
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Ring Bee's onrry Lomg Rangs Reconnaisssnce Patrols and operate under
the commund and santrol of the Treining AMdvisery Growp (TF-348) CC3
at Pan Me Thuot, RVN.

(%) The Squadron again operated out of Quan Lol for & short time.
The uission was support of ARVN King Bees.

J&) Toe lassons learned by both the 20th 808 and the wupport faetle

ity st Quan Loi last quarter wvere well hesded. The facilities, while

austere, were adequmte for both officer and enlisted persommel. m !

temanoe persomnel were well equipped for thelr jobs, Arrengsments
were mde for securing valuable equipment, beoth persommel and govern-
ment ovmed. ,

{87 two atrorest, crovs and four maintensnoe perscmel were sent
to Saigm for & perfod of approximately 2} mouthe. Thess airaraft
wmwmﬁmatmnﬂmﬁsmmrmm
20 miles east of Ssigon. This included parechute treining, exsten
sive stable rig t:.i(ning and visul reconnaissance in Var Zome D and
the iron triangle. Seversl exfils were socomplished by the 20th 803
of mmall temns deployed at night by rarechute and recoversd in tbe
morning. The stw ts were Nationals ¢{raining to be recounsissance
team leaders and instructors. A callateral mission was sdwinistrative
support for the persounsl of Special Opsretions headqumrters at 7AF
and MACY. This consisted of fairly regular shuttle runs to Quan Loi
and some sdjacent Training Advisory Group sites. This gave good mavie
gation and profisiency treining to our pilots as well as a weloame
bresk from the routine 20th operetions.

/(3)/ Daring the second quarter of 1971, the 20th 308 "Green Hornets®

TN "NE ™
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emiinued & very hasavdous three months of combat opsrations without
an airoraft loss or accident. There was cne explosive assident and
two explosive incidents. Ths accident inmvolved the XM-94 gresade
Isuncher and resulied in the discomtinuation of its uss pending infor-
mtion from Roock Island Arsemal. The respective reports are included
in this report as attechments,

Y. ZIraining:

. (o) !honoondquv.rterotﬂ??mmimmd-yhsuonm&
training, mmdmmummmmnamot
mmetlhutdmtim

(v) Ambwofmhlmhnhmmmhthhm
mawmmm«um.tmm
Mfmrcﬁfmmndmummuwmuu
itajob. vcwmummmmamamww.

{8} During this quarter ths 20th vas infarmed that effective £irwt
quarter fiseal year 1972, the UR strength of the unit would be reduoed
to 15 alremaft. Vith the 1.25 orew ratio, the wunit pdlot strengih
maum&agémmmummmm-mm*m
dnrtorutahlafé‘amrl. Aircrew gumers are to be reduced to
38 and a cousequent redustion in sise of the meintenance force. Pilots
a&mm&mrmvamwwm’,mw
necossiiated the mooelernted cheokout program mentioned under treining
in’'this report. The training program for this quarter reflects s oon-
centration on gunship aircraft ccmsamder chaekout and IP upgreding to
mintain a high experience level.

1o N
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;x{ Tn both April and May the 20th exceeded its flying hour allot-
mant, However, in Juns, the figures fell short for the gquarter over-
all beosuse of the ssrious maintemance diffisulties experienced in
the latter part of the quarter.

{85 The large mmber of trained Gunship A/0's scheduled to leave
"~ . in Jaly neossaitated an accelerated checkout program. The 20th 803
. 108% nearly all of its free fire avess in mideane. By late June,it

mmtumoqwmhomnmmﬂttwthm
stages of Gun or Slick treining.

(0) More low altitude flying, stressing rientation and navigatiom,
vas initiated. This also gave more prestice to the Gun A/C's.

(U) It was determined that & mumber of the Porvard Ar Comtrollers
vorking vith the squadron vers unfamiliar yith the 20th S0S oomdet
procsdures. The prastice of lstting them ride a Gunahip on a trein-
ing mission has improved scordimation and given the FAC a better app-
mm&mmwmamum.

g

(!t) The most significant problem sncounteved by the 20th Main-
tmm“twmmmmlwmm On the
27th of April, during a functiomal cheek flight, one sircreft was
found to be 4% below the eharted torue values found in the dash
6 CF. Shovily thereafter, there wers six airamft grounded for
lov power. Topping checks indioated that engines were either T-5
or Ng limited, yst they would producs 4 to 6% below the oharted
torque valus for single engine operstisn. At ome podnt, the 20th

e ]
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had 11 siroraft grounded for low power.

(a) After repeated msssages requesting & Werner Robbins Ady

¢ aterfal Ares (VEWMA) or Aerospace Systems Divisicn (ASD) mssiste

: ance team to be sent to Cam Rash Bay, an assistance tean did arm-

ive on the 12th of Jime., Team composition is listed in attach-

ment ¥ 7,

’ . (U) Inttially the team flewrall of our aireraft to determine

( 12 our procedures had been sorrect in topping, and they bad wuch
the ssme results as the 20th had found., They made mmercus hot
soation inapections and found dammge to the turbine buckets. The
tosm experimsnted with now vater wash techniques and achieved
some improvement, but not much, Oalibyetion tests om the 7-§ .
1initer and torqus contrals resulted in the sixd conclusions that

. the maintenance section lmd drewn befors the arrival of the team.
"4 Ve bad & maltiple problem that mobedy could jut their finger ou.
. There appeared 4o by gow engine deterforetion not plamned for asd
they felt that the charts used to determine topping power are op-
tinistic. They felt that engine washes should be applied more
frequently and that nev washing procedures must be devised.

(U) Some of the things which thoy felt affected the power
deteriorstion in this thester wers dirt and dust in which the
20th must operate. The angine hot section inspestions revesled
twibine bucket damsge apmarently ana0§~.by-hat astarts., Def-
dcisnciss in the temperature wmtiagmta sre mvootea to
. be ome of the ceuses. The T-5 does not respond fast encugh to the




L 6
. actual starting tesperatures in the engine. They discovered that it
mﬁhmmrmmm-mmeh1omm,wmm
tmmwmchwoomormuMMmﬁ
© paver be reflested cn the guage. Ooutributing to this problem is the
use of tattery starts, The starter generator drains off ths necessary
 alectrical power to the ITT guage and does not leave the proper voltage
" ¢o bs applisd %0 the guage. Starts are now being mads with power oarts
+ unlews opsrations]l necessity probibits their use.

(U). The tesm also left us with & new pover refect obart which re-

duced the scoeptance pov  about 3 or 4% across the boaxrd. The chart
is for the 20th's use only and is not good et altitude. This returned
40 OR status wost of our downed airoraft with tha exception of four,
() In the latter part of June, the 20th experienced L gearbox
failures. The #5 bearing was identifisd as the failing compoment.
Emergency Ussatisfactory Material Reports (EMUR) were submitted imsme-
diately. Ve were assured by the team that these fallures would not
be sudden and would alvays be detected by soap samplas or chip lights.
(0) Category IIX testing officially ended iu Februsry 1971. The
20th 808, being the only users in the fisld, has sontinued iis own
Oat III progran. mmmcmmammmmmrslﬁm,
forque trenmeitters, NP governors and ITT indicstors. An average of
30 EMUR's per month heve boan genereted this quarter,
'(U) The teem also brought with them printouts on the gearbox
torque metering systei. These gearbox systams wers known to ba in
_muaptmmmmmmmtmnthmmmm

-
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S
or replacements., Heuceforth, the known errors in ths gusge are being
placarded on-the iustrument panel so that the pilot will have a mere
mtcinu{atimofutmltorqmmmtormﬂdna.
(U) Generally, logistic support vas sdequate throughout the quarter.
In Juns, & shortage of engines and gearboxss oosurred. This was due

10 bearing failures in the gearhwxss and the low power problem, NOBS
rates wors very low, more dus to ascnsolidation of NORS rather than
supply support. The statistics in attaclment #2 do not reflest the
aivemft that vare zrounded for low power. This iz because they went
%0 & WQ status whlch means they vere on held, swalting informtion
from Air Forcs Logistics Comeand (AFIC). Thus, they do not show up on
R, NORM or NCES. )

M Norale contimues to be good. The enlisted airorev members have
moved into nev alrconditioned quarters. The establishment of a FOL
at Saigon Imd a great effect on the squdron. Hours were lang and the
work was hard, but it was a weloome change from the normel missiom.
The pilots and aircrew members gained valuable experience. The opere~
tion also afforded the accummlation of varied flying time,

4% The tour curteilmnt vas an ebvicus morele booster for those
invelved. nmommtmﬂmmmmwm-
thoss left here.

VIIL Special bvemts:

(7) The 20th was oculled upon to perform Searsh and Resous nissions

7

n a3 effort to rocover & dovned F~100 pilot from the 35TFW at Phan

i

: i




e

Raug, The 20th provided slioks and gunship cover for this effort.
T8gt Bruce Mains volmtered to go down to the aresh site by climbing
dmmisddmhmrrmthm-mhwmgmrmuﬁo. Hig
attempt o confirm the pilot's survival or fatality vas followed by
the insertion of & vbrite lite team”. As the team searched for the
pllot or his body, guaship sover cireled overhead. Unfortumtaly the
mh@‘dmmwpm-hmaMsmmmmmm
to Phan Bang, Ses attactment #5.

$97 1ate in tho quarter, ths 20th vas called upon to emergency
wedivac a wounded soldfer from Ban Me Thuot. He had received a heed
anachmmmnquindm:.nm. Although 1%
was night and weather ooaditions vere bad, Captain Bay D. Ostergeard
and his erew volunteered to fly direct to gam Renh Bay from Ban Me
Thuot, See attachment #6,
IX. Comapder's C -ments:

(V) Throughout the quarter Higher Hesdquarters support vas exoell-
ent. rummmummm.mmm«rmanm

8

-

- exawples of this valuable asaistance.

{7) The "Green Hornets'" tactics have proven to be the best in our

Avea of Operatioms. mmm..tmpmtammmmmumf

to mn the complete mission pacimge in both slicks and guns. The ex-
periance level of ihe 20th has remeinsd high bsokuse of the varied
oporations oonducted throughout Yistnam,

(0) “Hormet" morels contimisd to be high and was isproved by the

»tbmmu in aotivity and by & semso of aceomplistment.
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OPERATIONS STATISTICS

< FLYIRG HOURS
AFR MY Ju
Flowm 1094.5 1065.2 722.1
Prograamed 1050 1050 1050

61.6 64.1 65,0

nr
Nission Support 153.5 158.8 9.2
Training 306.4 202.6 181.6

TRAINING SORTIRS

AFR HAY

Wm%um 2 g 2‘?
SORTIES

AFR MAY

GROUXD ALERT

AFR MAY

Ground Alert Hours

-80p8R

P

165
190

J08

1238.3 1359.1 1290.6

ORDNANCE EXPENDED

APR KAY JUN

7,62 MM 598,68 455.84 408.8%
Rooksts 1589 994 891
40 W4 6249 450 j/

Atch 1

-

o e LT :
L) SRS e .




| ¥ . [ENANCE STATISTICS
- APR MY JUR
R Bate 82.3% 78.4% £€0.6%
‘N(BS Hate 13.6% 18,68  4.2%
NORM Rate 4% 3.08 15.2%
> : 2
- r\“




A ! 13 AND DECORATIONS

Avards Submitted 2nd Qu . er 1971

Alr Foros Commendation dMedals
Avards Approved 2nd Quarter 1971

e e Figtag 0
rOSSes
Mr!m Comendation Medals

Ateh 3
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SEARCH AND EESCUE MISSICHS

Capt ommung, William V.
Capt i'anson, Hans X,
gt Cantwoll, Cbarles .
Sgt Stome, Jerry 0.

Sgt Thompson, Joln J.

o
X

ggt Ploviin, Glyde R.

Sgt Pike, Frederick V.
38gt Thomes, Peter J.

Capt Bacuws, Balph H.
Capt Holscr, Paul R.
TSgt Mein ., Bruos |,
A1C Sowa, Aldert J. L

624 Capt Smith, Robert E.
Capt Roadarmel, Willia=m S. .
3Sgt Gillette, Ralph R.
T3gt Grey, Rosald J.

Capt Ostergeaxd, Ba - ..,

Capt ' :ylor, James M. (AM)
Major .tevenson, (liver L. (PM)
ngt Gm’ Jemes W,

Sgt Mochen, Thosas =.

616 Capt Iss, Jobm O,
Capt Saxs, Robert D.
S3gt Swith, Barry A.
gt Clllr, Barl D,

A T

8

A total of 23 sortiss for 26.8 hours wers flown om 27 April 1971 in
of this effort.




| MEDIGAL EVACUATION SCRYIRES
2 Jme 1971~ _

Afrerov Newbers

Cept Gstergaard, Bay D.
mpt m” Aex He =

88t Xeffer, Demnis K. -~
S s‘t Woodmd, Walter T, -

Atoh 6

‘23
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Name

Major John Roberts
Mr Kedth G ~tor
Mr Kon Dou: &

¥r Nadesu

Mr Owe: Ko 38

Mr Johi Ar 7

¥r Valdes

Mr John Grove

Ateh 7

AS: ° TANCE TEAM COMPOSITION

Organization

Major C. 21 ag Thompson, eam Leader ASD

UACL

JAGL

UACL

Bell Heligopter
A3D

SAAMA

WRAMA

o
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20th Specisl Operstions Sqguadron.

$?6 The mission of the 20th Special Operations Sguadron was un-
changed from the previous quarters. The squadron continued to support
the long range VNAF King Bee (H-34) helicopters. The King Bees operate
under the command and control of thg Training Advisory Group (TF-3AE)
CCS at Ban Me Thuot AB, RVN, and are responsible for carrying out long
range reconnaissance pstrols. ‘ . -

w The 20th S0S was tasked with two speciel missions in August.
The first mission, from 3 to 6 August was to insert a pl: Lcon-sized
unit into a known area of enemy concentration. The mission was not
accomplished due to weather in the area., On 30 August four gunships
and four "Slicks" were sent to Caomp Holloway, near lleiku, to attempt
the same mission. "'. mnission was accomplished this time, with the
20th £0S gaining valusble experience in large scale "slick" operations
and in working with tactical air support.

986 Maintersnce support during the two month peria! was ex-
céilent. The OR rates were 83.24% in July and 88.9/% in August. Gear-

box failures continued to be a factor, with chip detector warning




14
lights becoming a comon occurrence.
sl) The 20th Sui- flew 1,575.4 hours expending 1,248,700 rounds

of 7.62mm an;nuriition and 2,219 rockets in the performance of their

mission.

¢) The 20th SO0Y was transferred to the 483rd Tacticsl Airlift
19

Wing on 1 September 1971.
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14th Special Operations Wing, DXI
APO San Francisco 66205 .
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20th Special Operations Squadron
14th Specisl Operations VWing
APO San Francisco 96326
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PACAF 7 AT 14th Spec Ops Vg
SECTION L1 SUBORD ENATE URITS

- ~
STCTion 1t MISSIONS

A. PRIMANY

The present mission of the 20t! 58S is unconventional werfare, reconnaissance, base

defense, SAV Training, psychological warfare and logistic support of USAF units and

US sponsored activities,

N, SFECONDARY 108 0THiR)

SECTION IV PERSONNT L
ATATUS OFFICPRY ATRMPN CI1VILTANR TOTAL
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ANTHORITED a1 04 0 135
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I, Backgroqgg:

A, MOB located at Cam Ranh Bay

B,

FOL
1,

2,

at Ban Me Thuot East
Sub=-FOL - Duc Lap
Sub=FOL -~ Tieu Atar

II, Organization: Command and Control

III,

A,
B,

IV, Training:

A,

Lt Col Alfred G, Houston replaced Lt Col Harmon M, Brotnov as

Squ
Cap

adron Commander,
t Clifford J. Thompson continued as 20th Maintenance section

Commander.

Cap

t Steven T. Barry continued as Assistant to the Maintenance

Commander.

Mis
Gra

Sup
Lon

uE
1,
o

L0

16
1,
2,
3.

sion Operations Officers at FOL's were rotated among Field
de Officers.

on:

Missi

port "King Bes’ VNAF lelicopters.
g Range Rec. Patrols under TPF=3al, CC5, Ban pMe Thuot, RHvn.

strength - 15 aircruft.

38 pilots authorized, 44 assigned.

38 gunners authorized, 40 assigned.

pilots were DiIn0O'ed in July.

Brought strength down to near suthorized limit.
Provided positions for those who were left.
Breakdown = FE-=5; Gun TP - 9; SLIP - 4; Gun AC - 23;
SLAC - 14; PCi* - 35,

V. Maintenance:

A

Very few problems; can be described as period of consolidation.

1,
2,
3.
4.

5.

4 aircraft cranted to send to Hill AFRB,

15 engines changed as result of jAssistance Team visit,
Phase inspections raised from every 25 hours to 50 hours.
Tail Rotor P"itch Hcorns were found cracked, Resulted in
modification; Found at the FOL,

Continued to have Gearbox failures, Always have a chip
detector warning.

[RRN .
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VI. Morale: —

A. Morale good
1, Curtailment of 16 pilots meant more flying positions

open for those left.
2. Special missicns provided variety in types of flying.

VII. Special Missions:

A, TF=-2alk = Kontum
1. Four guns and four slicks = August 3-6.
2. Insertion of & platoon-sized unit into a known area of
enemy concentration. Ory run was made, but mission was not
accomplished due to weather,
a, Impractical to operate out of BMT ond commute to
Kontum,
b, It was obvious our training was scanty in this type
operation.
(1) Working with TACAIR.
(2) Large elements of Friendly's.
(3) 1Insertion into large concentrations of enemy.

B, TF=2AE - Kontum - 30 August .
1. Same objective as the first mission.
2. Moved aircraft and people to Camp Ilolloway, near i’leiku.
3. Mission was accomplished with mixed results,
a, lnabled 20th to goin valuable experience in large
slick operations.
b. Pointed to weal areas in training.

c. Gave us experi:unc.: in operating with minimum support.

VIII. Commander's Comments:

July and august, 1971, can be summarized as a period of consolidation,

This has been the quietest interval of time in my tour.
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MAINTENANCE STATISTICS

JULY AUGUE"
CRk Rate 83.2% 88.9°
NORS Rate 5.2% 1.8%
NOHM Rate 11.5% 9,3%

AVARDS AND DECORATIONS

Awards appl: 2« for - JuLY sUGUST
Distinguish Jd flying Cross 27 40
Air Medal 127 35
Jronze Star 0 1

Awards approved -

Air Medal 52
Distinguished Flying Crosses . 10

1
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DEPARRTNENT OF 1 ATR TORCH
FAGITIC AL COARAT OPERATIONE BEATT (PACAT,
e AR AN T DYV A HAVVA T fant)y
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wen - Reguest lor Downgrading Review = Freedom of Informabion
Request (Your L, 21 Apr B0O)

10: g PACAF/IIO

1. We note eight (8) of the documents arce SECRET Group-4
and thus have been automaticilly declassified since they
arc oldcr than 8 years. A xrovicew indicates that those
marked Group-3 or not marked with a group contai s no
significant information on operations not contained in
the Group-4 documents.

2. From an operational view, none of the docume .t: con-
tains information that could be expected to .cause at
least identifiable damage to the national ¢~curity.
,Reccmend declassification.

3. upon removal of attachments, this letter is downgraded
to UNCLASSIFIED.
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Atch

: 1. 1llist Rprt, 20HS, 1 Jan-31 Mar 683
Stail Lo 2oy O wadoing, el e 2. Hist Rprt, 201¢. 1 Apr-30 Jun 6&5Y
3. Hist Rprt, 2(5C , 1 Jul-30 Sep
4. Hist Rprt, 20(5C , 1 Oct-31 Dec 68§
5. Hist Rprt, 2(SC , 1 Jan-31 Mar 69§
6. Hist Rprt, 2¢SC , 1 Apr-30 Jun A
7. Hist Rprt, 20S0O , 1 Jul-30 Sep 693
' <) 8. Hist Rprt, 20S0S, 1 Oct-31 Dec 69
pea/ﬂ/g‘5|<4€ 9. [Hist Rprt, 20S0S, 1 Jan-31 Mar 70}
" 10. Hist Rprt, ?20S0%, 1 Apr-30 Jun 70X
,H: 11. Hist Rprt, 20S0S, 1 Jul-30 Sep 70%
ﬂu J—~ J2. Hist Rprt, 20S0S, 1 Oct-31 Dec 7Qj
13. Hist Rprt, 20808, 1 Jan-31 Mar 7 4;i
l14. 1ist Rprt, 20S0S, 1 Apr-30 Jun 71% 3
15. Hist Rprt, 20S0S, 1 Jul-31 Aug 7 2y !
16. Hist Rprt, 20S0S, Sep-12 Nov 71 ‘% P
17. Hist Rprt, 2050S, 1 Oct-31 Dec 7 & "
b |
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