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MEMORANDUM

Date: 27 Dec 94
From: 20 S0OS/CCX
To: WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

Subject: DOCUMENT CLASSIFICATION

1. The documents contained herein are portions of the 1ST/16TH
SOW histories for the dates shown on each document. The SOW
histories as a whole are classified for the most part.

2. The documents in this binder are a compilation of materials
from varied sources and have all been declassified if necessary.
Sheets showing declassification are all posted in the last
document protector for each respective binder.

3. Any materials you feel may be of questionable classification

you are encouraged to bring to my attention and I will endeavor
to alleviate your apprehensions.

SQUADRON HISTORIAN
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principal purpose of all the messages were to appeal to the target
group in such a way that they would rally to the cause of the legally
constituted government of the Republic of Vietnam.59

(U) During this quarter a new flight was added to the 9S0S.
"Dt Flight was established at Phan Rang for the command and control
of the 7AF Theater Indoctrination School and assigned aircraft (2 0-2B

and 1 C-47). There were two officers and seven enlisted personnel

assigned.éo

(U) The two main problem areas in personnel manning were in the
administrative and maintenance field. No replacements had yet been
jdentified for four 702X0's programmed to be rotated to the CONUS,

The maintenance UDL had a deficit of three, and the initial replacements
for 30 programmed loses had been di&erted. Eight maintenance specialists
were reassigned to Phan Rang to support the C-47 phase inspections.61,

(U) Maintenance was hampered by a supply problem for the first
half of the quarter. This was caused in part by almost all of the
0-2B engine mounts having to be replaced, and an abnormally large numbe:
of 0-2B's going into periodic inspection during the same period. This
put an extra load on the supply system and caused excessive "Non Operationally
Ready, supply (NORS) conditions." The C-47 was also hampered by a now
normal shortage of parts. iy the end of the quarter most of these
problems had been solved =nd the flying hour rate was returning to

normal.62

SPECIAL OPERATIONS
(U) Three units, the 1550S, 2050S and lst Flight Detachment were under
the cont ‘0" of the Deputy Commander for Special Operations, Colonel Milton

Fuerst. The Deputy Commander for Special Operations is a position unique to
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the 14S0W with the three units operating highly classified missions
which preclude a detailed description of their activities.

15TH SPECIAL OPERATIONS SQUADRON
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20TH _SFECIAL OPERATIONS SGUADRON

(U) On 3 January 1970 Lt Colonel Alexander G. Edgar assumed
68

commanc from Lt Colonel Stephen Von Fhul.

521 “he mission of the 2080S ..s unconventional warfare,
reconn: is .ance, base defense, SiJ training, psychological warfare,
.nd log . sicel support of USAF units and US-sponsored activit .er. The
20508 UH-1F helicopter gunships continued to provide support ‘o the
Army hclicopters which carried the long range reconnaissanée alrols
of the 5t Special Forces.69

‘}2( he squadron continued to have difficultyin checking out

incomi: -+ ilots to gun mission qualified..die to the shortage of airer:ft
and a [ v incommission rate. Of the 39 as.igned pilots only 13 were
70

gun mi: :i a qualified as of 31 March.

(U) Inadequate Base Supply stockage continued to plague maintenance
efforts. Major items such as rotor blades, rotor hubs and transmissions
continued to be in short supply. Supply disipline improved and the DIFM
(Due in for : tenance) problem praeviously experienced was no longer
a factor.71

96{ On ./ march UE-1P, SN 64-15491, crashed at Duc Lap, RVN, due
to suspected enemy ground fire. The pilot was a fatality, the instructor
pilot received broken bones in one foot and lacerations, and both gunners

sustained major injuries. 4An Army helicopter transported the injured
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to Cam :arn Bay, re they ver: air evacuated back to t!: U.S.72

(U) On 19 Mere. UH=1P, SN 65-7944, was shot down soucheast of
Ban Me Thout, RVL, 'illing the instructor vilot, pilet and one gunner.
The sec : gunner was thrown clear and sur i~ed. He was yick 4 up
by the econd aircraft of the flight and iransported to the Special
Forces = > Hospital at Ban Me Thout East.,73

(0) .ne largest single problem, whicl has still not been resolved,
was the erratic UH-1F IRAN scheul:, Lack of coordination resulted
in removing aircraft :°: m incom i: :ion status for preparation for

shipment prematursly, thereby reducing th: number of aircraft available

Iig
for the mission.
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20TH SPrCIAL OPERATIONS Sy ULDROM

1 JANUARY - 31 MARCH 1970
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ALLXANDeR G, u‘d, Lt Colonel, UuAF «Lu 1. HCGnLhOR, Cagtain

Commander UuAE
Historical Officer
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1. ’}81’The 20th $0% zunships continue to provide support for the Army
helicopters which carry the long ranze reconnaissance patrols of the 5th
Special Forces - CCS.\

(C) On 3 Jan 70 Lt Col ilexander G. dgar assuued command of the squadron
from Lt Col Stephen Von Phul.

(U) AM-2 matting has been laid over the entire parking ramp at ben ke Thuot
fast Special Forces camp and eight new revetments in the final stages of
completion, Construction continues on the maintenance building on south
cast corner of the parking ramp.

}Zﬂllhc squadron continues to have great difficulty in checkiné out incoming
pilots to Gun Mission Qualified status due to the shortage of aircraft snd a
low incommission rate. Of the 39 assigned pilots, 13 were Gun Mission Qualified
at the end of the reporting period. ‘

(U) The 20th 505 Hangar/Operations building was"completed during the quarté;.'
Central air conditioning services aduinistration and operations offices,
lounge, life support section and tail rotor shop. The squadron now enjoys
the best facilities it has ever occupied,

(U) On 13 February 1970 Seneral Joseph J., Nazzaro CINPACAF and his staff |
conducted a tour of the 20th 50S facilities and reccived a briefing from
Colonel Clyde S. Cherry, commander, l4th LOW.

(U) On 15 March 1970 the squadron received « field grade maintenance officer
PCS from l4th SOW. He had been TUY with the squadron since 15 November 1969.
(U) On 30 March 1970 the Chief of Staff of the Royal Thai Army, General
Surakij Mayalarp and his staff of three other generals visited the 20th 508

to see and receive a briefing on the “:-93 pintle mounted minigun weapons system.




2. Aircraft iccidents:

ﬁﬂﬂflh lsarch 1970:; buc Lap, VN, 64-15491., A UH-1P Gunship flying in
support of a long ranée reconnaissance patrol crashed in the jungle due to
suspected enemy ground fire. The aircraft was destroyed. The IP sustained
broken bones in one foot and facial lacerations. The pilot was a fatality.
Both gunners incurred major injuries. An army Slick also on the operation
landed near the crash and transporteu the injured to the hospital at Cam

Ranh Bay. The three crew members were subsequently air evaced to the States.

IP Captain Marvin k. Leper  Injured
FF  Captain bana &, Dilley Killed

AG  S3gt John 4. Thorburn " ured
Al AlC Cavid A, Carpenter Inured

(U) 19 karch 1970: Ban ke Thuot, uih, 65-794i,. The lead ship of a flight
of two on a training flight in the free-Iire aréa south east of BNT was shb%
down by enemy ground fire and was cestroyed by ine resuiting fire. The IF,
a pilot and one gunner were killed. 'The left zurner wos thrown clear on
inmpact and suffered back injury and a badly cut leg. He was picked up by the
other gunship snd flown to the Special Forces Cauwp Hospital at BEiY hast.

IF Captain Clyde W, .nderle Killed

FP  Captain Carlos .., Lstrada, Jr. Killed

AG  [Cgt Jmes 1., Greenwood Killed

AG  A1C John i.. Visnesky Injured
3. Airoraft Incidents:
(U) 8 February 1970: Freefire area BiT Last, RV, 64=15476. iircraft was

on a gun training mission when the oil pressure light ceme on. The oil
O S } (=%




pressure gauge read zero. lhe aircraft was autorotated into a clear field
with no damage. The Nf weni to zero in in the flare as the power turbine
froze. The aircraft was hooksd back to I T .ast the same day by an ruy
CH-4T7.

}25,19 Varch 1970: 65-7927. Aircraft was supporting a long range recon patrol
out of Duc Lap when a severe vibration started suddenly. Aircraft was flown
back to . ¢ Lap with power snd EPk odjusted to & level of minimum vibration.

A slideon landing was performed. 4 hanger bearing just forward of the 420
gear box had disintegrated.

L. Maintenance:

(U) Crew Chiefs thet were also serial gunners have been removed from maintenance
and placed under operations to insure adequate crew rest. They now serve as
aerial gunners and perform servicing and minor maintenance required at the
sub-FOL. -
(U) A crew chief and an assistant crew chief have been assigned to each
aircraft. When the aircraft poes to the FUL, both the crew chief and the

asst crew chief go with the aircraft. when the aircraft is at home station
the crew chief works day shift and the Asst crew chief works night shift
giving around the clock coverage.

(U) Inadequate Base Supply stockage continues to plaguc maintenance efforts,
However, bLench stock, an increase in I'ill rate has been realizcd from a low

of 54% to a high of 855. .~uajor items such as rotor blades, rotor hubs and
transmissions continue toc ve in short supply.

(U) Supply dicipline continues to improve and the LIt (Due In For Maintenance)
problen reviously experienced is no lonzer » factor.
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(U) TCTO (1H-L1(U)-501) on UH-1P USAF 2,75 FI'4R system has been complied with
on all possessed aircraft. It has proven very effectivc with a minimum of
maintenance. B

(U) 411 aircraft except three huve the KY-28 Leek Silent system installed.

The remaining three require depot maintenimce.

(U) The largest single problem, not resolved to date, is the erratic UH-iP
IR4AN schedulir ;. Lack of coordination has resulted in removing aircraft from
incomnission ¢ .. .us into preparation for shipment status prematurely resulting
in a loss of aircraft aviailable to the mission.

kstablishment of an FCF section under the supervision of maintenance has been

extrenely effective and nas improved the quality of CPFs 1005%.
M Maintenanc . tatistics: .
Jal FEB MAR
C/R Rate: 70.0% £9.3% 66.0%
Aircraft Utili «a.ion Rate ! :
(Hours per i -craft) L3.t 55.6 40.577
Alrcraft Utili .. c¢ion Rate
Authorized 60.0 hre per ascizned 60.0 60.0
Aircraft Possescsed 12.6 12 12,0863
dircraft Authorized 21 21 21
Aireraft Assigned 17 17 15
NORS Rate 3.8% 1.9% L 3.3
NORl Hate 26,2 23.8% 30.64
(U) 20th $0S (perational Statistics:
JAN FEB MAR
Missions Flowrn 158 149 100
Missions Frag; .o 173 149 100
Sorties Flown 575 707 6L

L




JAl FLB MAR
Passengers 5 16 25
Cargo (Tons) ) 1 Ton 1.5 Tor - 200 1bs
-Yrdnance Lxpended ) 173,000 518,800 265,000 ammo
243 992 573 rockets
Flying Hours
JAL F B MAR
Flown 560.1 5i5.. LT77.2
Programued 720 , 720 720
5. (U) Awards:
Distinguished Flying Cross 10
iir .an's Medal 10
bronze Star Medal 2
Air Medal 171
Air Force Commendation [« I
6. (U) Civic Actions: = ( bags of cement (19,éou pounds), 6500 square feéé

of corrugated roofing (1l/,; O pounds; snd two screen doors were procurred for
a three room addition to Li: present one roow school serving the rclocated
hamlet of Buon La Niaeh, .i miles north east of Ban Me Thuol rast. 'These
materials are presently locited at Phan Rang AB awalting aiclilt to Ban le
Thuot Iast. he 20th 0S5 delivered 350 pounds o lorge nails, 21 claw
hammers, 288 dental care kits and a case of launc -y soap to the village. 25

haircuts were given to men and boys and 10 combs vere jiver te girls at Duc Co.




SPECIAL OPERATIONS

(U) Three units, the 15808, lst Flight Detachment and 20S0S were
under the control of the Deputy Commander for Special Operations. Colonel
Milton Fuerst. The Deputy Commander for Special Operations is a position
unique to the 14SOW. The three units operated highly classified and

sensitive missions which preclude a detalled description of their activities.
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20TH {PECIAL OPERATIONS SQUADRON
(U) Lt Color: Alexander G. Edgar continued to command the 20S0S

throughout the period.

sﬂﬂ The mission of the 20S0S was unconventional warfare, reconnaissance,
base defense, SAW tr : iing, psychological warfare, and logistical support
of USAF units and U. .. sponsored activities. The 208505 UH-1P helicopter
gunships continued to provide support for the Army helicopters which

carried the long range reconnaissance patrols of the 5th Special Forces.’>
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(U) The 2080S w: »oresented the .i Force Outstanding Unit Award

by Major General Ear ¢ Hardin in May.7;
§85 Perggnnel m: aning became an important factor during the quarter
when the pipeliﬂé for replacement weapon mechanic gunner (AFSC A462X0)
became non-existent. The flow of helicopter mechanics (.FSC 431X0) was
also reduced .nd resulted in the squadron being only 60% manned in this
field. Assistance was requested through 7AF and TDY personnel were
obtained “hrcugh Palace Dog 10 and 104. There are now sufficient personnel
to operate ti rough October, at which time additional assistance will be
required. Manning requirements have been submitted through 7AF.75
}65 From 1 to 6 May the 20S0S provided gunship support in conjunction
with the VNAF King Bees (H-34) in the initial push into Cambodia. Additional #
gunship cover was provided throughout Mey and June in the Cambodian Campaign.76
/967 Five aircraft were received dur'ng the quarter, two on 17 June
from Hurlburt Field and three on 30 June ffom Howard AFB, C.Z. This brought

the total assigned aircraft to 20, five of which were i1 RﬁN.77
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1. GINERAI HISTORY:

éﬂ{.As of 30 June 70 the 20th Special Operations Gunships continued to provide
upport for the Army helicopters which carry the long range patrols of the 5th
Special Forcas ~ CCST

The 20th SOS provided gunship support in conjuncticn with the VNAV King Rees
H-34) in the initial push into Cambodia 1-6 May operatirs out of Duc Co. Gunship
cover was provided throughout May and June in the Cambodia Tampaign until the
June 30 cut off as approved by the President.

(U) There was a considerable increase in training activity during the quarter

in anticipation of regaining the slick portion of the mission. Of the 39 assigned
pilots, 14 were gun mission qualified and 3 slick mission qualified. Txtensive
training was being given to both phases of the operation. Two of the pilots who
arrived during the quarter had not attend»? Thase T1 training at Hurlburt Field,
Florida (Tglin Aux Fl4 “0),

(U) The 20th SOS was presented the Outstanding Unit Award by General Hardin,
7th Air Force, in May.

(U) The first 31 TFW Foreign Object Damage Incentive Award was presented to the
squadron for the month of June.

,"éﬂf M-174 Program: Received four weapons from the Security Police with instruetions
o run Combat Evaluation for sixty days (5 Apr-5 Jun). .A report was submitted to
7th AF on 1 June which vas favorable. It recommended assigning eight weapons,
and this action is pending.

(U) There was significant improvement of facilities during the quarter at Ban Me

Thuot East. The following facilities were completed: a 280 square foot work shop;

a 280 square foot supply room; a 96 square foot Maintenance Officers Office; also

ten revetments were compleled, and all AM 2 matting wes laid for the parking apron

and runvay/taxiwvay. Ammunition and rocket storage facilities were moved and

improved. A washrack was installed but not completed pending receipt and installation
of a pressure pump. All BOQ/BAQ's were complctely renovated and greatly improved.

2, ATRCRAFT ACCIDENTS: Negative reply GROUP 4

o DCWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERV. LS
3. AJRCRAFT INGCIN4NTS: Negative reply DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS
4. MAINTENANCE: DOUD DIR 5200.10

(U) Two new Maintenance Officers were assigned in the month of April - Captain
Jemes A. Ball on April 182th and Captain Ronald VYalks on April 22nd.

(U) Bench Stock support steadily improved during the quarter. Presently there are
488 line items.

~{U) MSHT Inspection was performned 6-13 May with the squadron placing highest on
[fuy Hoa in test scores.

(U) A 180 Day Inspection was performed with squadren maintenance receiving the
compliment from the team as being "The Finest on Tuy Hoa™ and rated highly in

G




7th Air Force. Favorehle comments were also received from the office of the DM
of the 31st TFW.

(U) Maintenance was rated satisfactory on the 7AF IG Inspection conducted 27-31 May,

(U) Colonel Powell,\ﬁCM‘of the 14 S0 visited the squadron 20 June. He had
favorable comments for the activity.

éﬁ§ Received two aircraft fro:. Hurlburt Field, Florida (¥glin Aux #0) on 17 June.
laced two others in IFAN for a total of five in IFAN.

(U) Base CBPO perforned a 'ing Training Inspection on 20 June. The squadron
progran was rated "Excellen " and the OJT supervison complimented.

éﬂ‘ Received three airplene: from Panama on 30 June for e total of twenty assigned
o the 20th.

(U) PACAF raised the mannin; critera for UH-1P from 1C to 24.] manhours/flying hours
based on the 20th E0S maintenance data collected.

ng An summary of the five aircraft received this quarter is as follows:

é8$ 17 June received two airereft from Hurlburt Field, (Fglin Aux #9) 64-15484,
5=7028, A resume of discr pancies vas prepared and sulnitted to 1l4th SO,

_ (Ref: 20th SOS Ltr dated 1 .ul 70, Subj: Transferred Helicopter Condition
Reports)

30 June received three aireraft from Howard AFE, C.%., 64-15486, 65-7026,"
57948, Due to the condition of the aircraft and the fact that they hadn't
been to IRAN, two of these were sent to TRAN in lieu of two others previously
scheduled. An estimiated 1000 man-hours each is required to clear up discrepancies
(Ref: 20th SOS Ltr's, dated 1 July and 10 July 70, Subj: Transferred Helicopter
Condition Keport).

}és Maintenance Statisuics: APRTI, MAY JUNE
0/R Rate: 77.8 78,1 81,2
Aircraft Utilization Rate (hours per eircraft): 40,2 L2 4 54.7
Aireraft Utilization Rate Authorized: 75.0 75.0 75.0
Aircraft Possessed: 12 12 15
Aircraft Authorized: 21 21 21
Aircraft Assigned: 15 15 20
NORS Rate: .9 4.9 47
NORM Rate: 1.3 17.0 14.1

935 20th SOS Operational Statistics:

Missions Flown: 120 122 114
Missions Fragged: 120 124 120
ﬂ.Sorties Flown: CRLL 4 520 569 454
assengers:  DOWNGAADED AT & VEAR NTEfvas 16 23 15

Cargo (1bs): 700 1,250 4,350

DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS
BUD DIR 5200.10




Ordinance Expended: 7.62mm 291,600 220,900 518,600

Rockets 566 413 850
Flying Hours Flown: 463.4 567.7 622.6
Flying Hours Programmed: 720 720 720
5, (U) AVARDS:
Silver Star: 2
Distinguished Flying Cross: 25
Airman fedal: 3
Bronz: ‘‘tar Medal: 2
Adr Medals 149
Air Force Commendation: 9
Purple beart: 4

6. (U) CIVIC ACTIONS:

Continued work is being accomplished on the school serving the relocated hamlet
of Buon Ba Niaeh, six miles Northeast of Pan e Thout Fast.

7. 987 COMMANDER'S COMMENTS:

Personnel manning became an important ¢ tor during this quarter. The pipeline
for replacement A462¥0's weapon mechanic gunner, became non-existent so that

by August we would be unable to man the mission. The flow of 431¥0's helicopter
mechanics, was also reduced so that we were only 60% manned. Assistance was
requested through 7th AF and TDY personnel were.obtained through Palace Dog. 10
and 10A,

Sixteen A4L62¥0's were assigned TDY for 60 days. Though all were trained weapor s
mechanics only two had prior helicopter and mission experience. 60 days was n -
considered enough time to train and utilize the men on the mission. The two with
previous experience were requalified immediately. The remainder were ask to
volunteer to extend their TIY to 150 days or remain P2S. Tour requested PCS,
two requested 150 days, and seven did not volunteer and were transfered to Phan
Rang AB where they were utilized as C-11¢ Gunners for the remainder of their
TDY. TFor these seven we are to receive five PCS volunteers by 30 June, and thus
far we have received three. !e now have a total of 17, sufficient to man the
mission throurh October. 31 TDY personnel, 431¥0's, he re t :en assigned and will
be here for 1'0 days or through October. This made us '03% manned, however,

we will again need further manning in October. Ye have suk:itted through 7th AF
additional manning requirements. Though we have receir:d edditional aircraft,
we are still flying only the gun mission. The future mission is some-what
unknown at this time due to the presidential edict allowing no Americans into
Camhodia. Also we are faced with an impending move with the closure of Tuy Hoa
scheduled for this fall,

GROUP 4
DOWNGRADED AT 3 YZAR INTERVALS
DECLASSIFIZD AFTER 12 YEARS
DOD DIR 5200.10
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SPECIAL OPERATIONS

(U) Three units, the 15508, lst Flight Detachment and 20S0S were
under the control of the Deputy Comm;ﬁder for Special Operations, Colonel
Joe Schiele. The Deputy Commander for Spegial Obeiations is a positigg
unique to the 14SOW. The three units operated highly classified and
sensitive missions which preclude a detailed description of their

activities.
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20TH SPECIAL OPERATIONS SQUADRON

(U) Lt Colonel Alexander G. Edgar continued to command the 20S0S

throughout the period.

j&f The mission of the 20805 was uan?ventiodal warfare, reconnalssance,

'

base defense, SAW training, psychological warfare, and logistical support

of USAF units and U.S. sponsored activities.

The 20808 UH-1P helicopter

gunships continued to provide support for the Army helicopters which

 carried the long range reconnaissance patrols of the 5th Special Forces.

jﬂf As of 30 September 70 the 20th Special Operations Squadron's

Gunship's continue to provide support for the King Bee (H-34) helicopters

which carry the long rangé“reconnaissance patrols operating under command

and control of the 5th Special Forces - CCS. The Sub-Forward Operating

Location (FOL) was moved to Duc Lap during this quarter.

67

' (U) On 25 September 70 the 20th Special Operations Squadron closed

down all activities at Tuy Hoa Air Base, RVN and moved to Cam Ranh Bay,

RVN. This was after countless hours of planning and coordination and
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extensive hours devoted to the manual labor required. A Movement -

" comtrol Office was established to handle the overall control of all

aspects of th;.mSVe with noteworthy success, The mission continued
throughout the move and was supported as fragged.68

(U) Many actions for the move had to be reaccomplished because
the move was held in abe -ance at one point and later reactivated, but
all time schedules were met as originally drawn up. A temporary Opera-
tions building and a temporary maintenance facility was available by
thé 25th of September. Consbtruction has been approved for modification
of exiéting facilities to house both functions.69

9‘6 29 Jul 70: Area "E" Tuy Hoa, RVN, 65-7930 a UH-1P Gunship
Flying local gun training auto-rotated into the trees., Recovery of the

aircraft indicated numerous bullet holes and possible engine failure.

{4
Reported as a combat loss. The aircraft will not be returned to service

due to the damage sustained, The IP received a triple fracture of his
hand, The pilot and one gunner received small lacerations. A second
gunner received- facial fractures and lacerations on both legs. The

third gunner received back injuries., The IP was subsequently returned

0

536 25 Sep 70: Duc Lap, RVN, 64-1548L. The lead UH-1P Gunship

to the United States.’

of a flight of two on a combat mission hit trees while turning to avoid

a mid-air collision with a VHNAF CH-34, and subsequently caught fire after
it came to rest, destroying the aircraft. The IP and one gunner were
killed, The pilot and the other gunner were injured in the impact. A

third helicopter which was transport configured and in the general area
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LS

was called in, recovered the two crew members and evacuated them to

Q Duc Lap, RVN for medical treatment. They were later transported to

Cam Ranh Bay, RVN dispensary.7l
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6£:30. September 70 the 20th Special Cperations Squadron’s Gunship
to pircvide Bupport for the Eing Bee (E-34) helicopters which oarry
‘rénge Fesonuaissan - patrols operating wnder somwend &nd eontrol

“srecisl Foroes-C . The Sub-Forward Operating Location (FOL) was

o laj dnring this quarter.

( ere was & considerable ineresse in the training cotivity during the initial

‘portiti of the quarter in an:ieipation of regeining the slick rortion of the mise
pion; This emphasis wes shifted as a greater need developed for training gunship
pilots snd chenges in mission requirecents and anticipated requirsments.

IR i:;g‘_ n

(V). Pour of the pilots arr’ -ing during the quarter had not attended Fhase II
rainiig at Burlburt Field, lordia (Eglin Aux#9). This necessitated starting
/ groibd school and increus;uy the guniery training during this period. Of the
" 38 spsigned pllots at the end of September, 17 were gun mission qualified and 5
* were dual slick mission quulified. Presontly 21 others are in training.

. XM174 Project was completed and results werc sut~itted to PACAF, Ve
Bently aweiting a fir-1 decision from PACAF cn th -ecomuendation that

‘qie!it;;; eapons be permsnentl ssirmed.

© . (U) Qm 25 September 70 the Otk Special Opsrations Squidron closed down all
- activities at Tuy Hoa ALr I'zss, RVN and moved to Caf Renh Bay, RVE. This wes--
‘after countless hours of pl .lng and coordination and extensive hours devoted
'§6 the manbal labor require.. A Movement Control (ffice vas eatablished to
Kandlé ‘the overall control of all aspucts of the move with noteworthy success.
.. 'The mission eontinued throughout the move and was supported as fragged.

’(\EU) Many ‘aetions for the move hud to be reaccomplished becuuse the move was
- cancelled at one point and later reactivated, but all time schedules wero
. : het aglorigionally drawn up. A temporary Operations building snd a temporary
 mpintepands facility wes available by the 25th of September. Construotion has
n.pproved for modificsticn of existing facilitles to house both functions.

v

1w (U)” Billeting of both officers and enlisted personrel is inadequate., Over-
% ‘onowaing exists in both arc - und the enlisted billets do not have the required
- sirvoonditioning for air or« nembors, Part of the officer billets vere turned
over %o another squadron £ o temporary use until they could be relocsted, This
requires the officers to tunk three to a room asnd may eventually inereszse to four

by the end of this quarter with the increase.projected in ran:ing.

(U) A transition training urea has becu established but presently no areus are
% available for gumn/slick tr: -ing. Two distant areas were proposed but vere un-
; ‘satisfactory due to terral: nd distonce. Ve have rroposed some other areas snd
cticn is pending on them.

" (U) Major plamning and proparation is continuing pending receip of the UH~1N
' Hodel, All actions have boen cocrdineted with Cam Fanh EBay to insure supply
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mppca-t, Gl, npucial tool ., and technical oxders for both airarsft and engines,
" U SA #4818 treining detachmant vas requested to trainm doth afreraft and onzi.nc
parsomal in Oatoher wvith action pending.

ég& Ileal l!tmv Brotagvy arrived on 27 Aug Zoacta‘;o‘d‘ % Opmth \tions
'm M C Jack H, Wemnin; Jiparts on s -
when 1/C Alexunder G. - ar departs 6 Hovesber 70, 1/C Jaok P. ‘Beoko
*to arriw 1n Devenber anc - jsume corand of.the 20th SCS,

The ming doatment for tho 20th S03 was changed as of 31 July vo, Pcn
54, This was received 20 September 70. (n 12 Ostober 7C unlecs replace-

' Auoidmtst

29 Ju* 708 Area age Tay Hoa, HVH, 657930 & UHe1F Gunship flying looal gum

VL3 to-rotated into the trees. Recovery of the airoraft indloated: S
utigdous b ' et holes and pessible engine fallure. Reported as & combat loss.

mﬁrm w11l not be returned to service dus to the dumage sustained. The

» ive . triple fscture of bis hand., 7The pilot and cne gunner received

n:; b ‘The th . rd gunner received bnck mJnrin. The IP was subsequently
;_uwf:m che Unite : £ .atos. ,

1 « John R, Clapper Injurod .
ST LG 33gt Rody J. Farmer Injured
Wi 0 AG Sgt Rommld M, Clark Injured

Wt wmma.wmm

Bue lap, RW, G4m15484. Tha iead m-w Gunship of & ﬂight of,
Masion hit trees vhile turning to avoid a mideair ocllision S
o and gubsequently caught fire after it cxme to rest, destroying =
L 'ﬂn IP and cne gunner were killed. The pilot and the other "

. ajer odintheinpact. A third helicopter which was
4 in the general sroa wes called in, roosovered the two crew penbers

ay, RW dispensary.

IF c‘pt 9 LQJ 1' PQ ﬁd.' 11134

FP Capt FLamry B, Carriag.on Injured
4G ¥8gt Cerald A, Coopor Killed

4G SSgt David J. Galvan Injured

:: Ban Me Thuot RV, (547948, A USe1P Cunship on return to Tuy Hos
ienced engine failuic shortly after departure from Pen Me Thuot Zast
. 41low ®lock had failed osusing the angine %o fail. The low RPN werning
| mnmmﬂtbﬁ?ahﬁpmwzmmmmm%zm.
tion vis entered and a i .ccessful landing wns aceomplished. The dreraﬂ. m'
't BEMT East the sarc y by Army CM’? hﬂliﬂom. v .

. tham %0 Duo lap, RVN for medical treatment. They were later transported

s B R bt YIRS 1 i St LS

are. reo.iud the Maintemance Facility will be 49/ runned and Pllot Socﬁen - A

L e, el

o ions. 4 second gunner received faclal fyuctures and lacerations : “ o B
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1mam mmwmvmmwwmwu

and August respectively. CM3gt Dernardi was assigned as the
Supe: 1* tendent. wmuwmmam

wu ac ililes at the FOL ocomtinued this quarter. m:-h
'zmmvt ammWW%WWW
mchnt:ckcndmpplm‘nnmrgmm

pu&mm vod from Padame last quart Two additional
| Xiniite1s (63-13160 & 64~15493) wore input to IRAR for ocaversion to P molels, -
'rhﬁ alreraft 486, 926, 930, and 939 were delivered to IRAN and airereft

150, 1&6, nd 161 “returned.

O/R Rates oh 82,5 80,6
Adroraft mﬂhatim Rate (hours per airoraft): 32.1. .9 Bgt avallable

1
15.3 13.0 15.8

573 741 573

247, 100 392,000 218".500
459 T 333 _
34 12
673.8 693.3 533 1

900 900
7522 90'7.3 955.7

" Fia . soker hours, T.I.Ce, K.B.A,, Vehicles,
gm. Seoconderies, Me -Evac Support, Hol Chanhs, lLeaflets Expended, Successful

52
3
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| (U) Work continues on the achool serving ths relocated hamlet of Buon Ba Nissh,
gix w1leg Northeast of Ban Me "huot Field, 4 schocl house is availedble at
Phan- Rang but to dats ’tranaport— to Ben Me Thuot hss sot buen available.

. 6. Civic Actionss

(5): 20th son ‘-‘nluted pergonnel gave hsircuts and baths to children in the
Dde Lap a*oa, and provided itens of clothing, Foo! was also donated on varicus

, ’s on the move of tho 20th 50" to Cam Ranh Bay: The first problem

‘w8 probler not only for the 20th but for other moving outfits as
Saﬁr “units began & wove to Cam enh at virtually the pame time oreating
elisos foP r wy activities on the bame, Pinding room for everyons and deciding
pac i 3 what was the order of tic :lay., The billets vere in very poor
5> plang for cleaning or repairing them prior to occupaney, Amther‘

at fev days, m:c‘x o“ the vork was done in-hcn 50 by 20th admecd party :
1.5 Base billet: md rlanned no housing ‘or personnel prior to the 30th - -
5 thet we overloaded th:ir trensient quarters, SHIE S

serctional location undc ruant considerable arbitration -

ar of "v-otc agh” Ly other flying units on Cem Renh, and the fact that: -
was the 122, o m o Inon bnse? Presently both Maintenance and Operatimmii
ary qua*‘ters pend ‘ng romvatiow/oxiaying facilities, These sre estimated .
n around the firs: of Jemuary, Prosently locations ars a aomfd'crnblo S
ce f!hm aircraf‘t loee tic 13,

atliod sarlior in this report the rove wvas cancelled at one point and had
rein#tated latcr. Duaring the interum, facilities ellocated wers turned bick
“tolk Wltsblishod. A portlon of the officers billets were turned cver
, it, The first firm information on the move came on 2 August with "
date on or about 10 September, With the movement orders came another msjor
oblen-the r~ve was classified until comploted, This hempered commnications and S
vmted sur -1y channels from funetioning properly. ’

U} The neec fo: ~%”' irim pad coused the first construction prodlems, The roquimonta \
0 : 28 day curc on the concrate prior to use cansed Base Civil Engineers to change
i mrk,pr*criua *> handle the job withim the time frame, The original plens
oxthe opérations b ling snd meintenance tumny ‘had to be revise« t. ocut costs,

A% the new movenent date of 25 September. a“proachad it was evident that

: retians would have to be cn & dowite yourself basis, A Movement Office

fitmshaﬁ':v up to handle the overall control and coordination, Caz Ranh informed the
20th ¢ .2t 1t was to bring ever: = 'ng it needad including bedding, Money to parchess
-1 'f‘jﬂ plies at Tuy Wos was : idly depleted and thors was a time delay before
.sotablished ot Cam fu nh, due again to the clasczification of the move,
alsc & probl.. for faifilling mainten:nce recuirements. A further problem
f‘"hlass*ﬁeatian vas gettin movemont oriers for the squedron and flight crew
i d}e the mission requirements, Dus to the unusual situatiom of daparting
T tht misgion and returning to ancther, filing for per diem s ;= 7%
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in order to co-locate it with the Wing Briefing facility. For the
first time a secure environment cllowed the construction and use of
the highest classification of briefing charts, complete with "order
of battle" material, The main benefit of this move was a much more
comprehensive briefing for aircrews and Wing staff personnel,

Standardization/Evaluation

(U) The Wing Stan/Eval Division revised and published as a
Wing Regulation aircrew briefing procedur.::, assuring a complete
and standard briefing for all aircrews,

(U) The Gunship Tactics Manual covering all facets of operation
and implementation of the AC-119G/K gunships as a weapons system in
Southeast Asia was completed and published during this quarter. .
Power and cruise control procedures were also developed to insure
maximum time on target with subsequent arrival at the recovery base
with the prescribed fuel reserves,

Life Support

(U) The life Supp-rt Section continued to provide the aircrews
with quality equipment and sought ways of making improvenerts that
would enhance the crew members' chance of survival in an emergency
situation. One such improvement was the design and manufacture of
a safety strap for AC-119G/K Scanners to prevent inadvertent egress
while airborne, The strap hooks onto the airecrew's parachute harness
and then to designated anchor points on the aircraft,

DEPUTY COMMARDER FOR SPLCIAL OPERATIONS

(U) The Deputy Commander for Special Operations supervised the

multi-purpose operations of the 20th and 90th Special Operations

Squadrons, I L \«q;@ 7
MR ASCIFLED
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20th Special Operations quadron18

525 The 20th Special Operatiors :.quadron, ocated at Cam Ranh
Bay AB, RVN, coeisted out of its FCl a* Ban Me Thout and its sub-

FOLs at Duc Las, Ban Don and Tieu Atar, all in the lepublic of Vietnam,

;3{ The gunships of the 20th Special Operations Squadron flew
escort missions for VNAF King Bee (H-34) helicopters. The King Bees
carry the Long Range Reconnaissance Patrols operating under control
and command of the 5th Special Forces (CCS) located at Ban Me Thout.

;ﬂ’ The 20th also flew missions in support of counter-insurgency
operations, reconnaissance, base defense, psychological warfare, medi-
cal evacuation and logistic support of USAF units and U,S.-sponsored
activities,

}86 One item of particular concern for the UH-1 pilots was the
manner in which ring Bee aircraft approached sen LZ, ltather than
approach with a GCA ty:.e¢ approach as American piloted "Slicks" had
done, the VHAF insisie  on spiraling down over the LZ, thus drawing
attention to themselves and the support gunships., According to the
20th Special Operations Squadron Commander, this tactic negated the
principal of surprise,

(U) New and superior UH-1N gunships began to arrive in late

Novenber, The impact of this improved weapons system will not be




L e e

evident until these aircraft become fully operational in the next
quarter,

(U) Pii;t inputs from the Phase II School at Hurlburt Field,
Fla., had to be retrained in the field due to the difference in
terrain in Southeast Asia; i.e., the uneven jungle canopy as opposed
to the relatively flat terrain in Florida,

(S) In accomplishing their various missions, pilots of the 20th
Special Operations Squadron flew 352 conbat sorties, logging 1,045.2
combat hours during this reporting period., Ixpend:tures totaled
938,000 rounds of 7.62mm ammunition, 1,858 rockets and 58 rounds

of LOmm ammunition,
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Non Avplicable Items:

¥ ON® and "P" model rates combined for November.

R

MATITOUAVCE STATIZTICS

OR Rate

Aircraft Utilization Rate (hours per A/C)

Aircraft Utilization Rate buthorized
Aircraft Authorized

Aircraft Assigned

Nors Rate

Norm Rate

20th S0S OPERATTONAL STATTSTICS

Missions flown (Combat)

Missions fragied (Combat)

Sorties flown (Combat)

Ordinance Expended (7.62mn)
Rockets
LOMM

Hours flown (Combat)

Bours flown (Training)

Hours flown (FCT)

Hours flown (MSN Suorort)

Hours Programmed

Alert Hours

Flares Bxpended, Duds, Speake -

ocT

goognpn

HOv

77.7%

Not Available
Yot Availgble

211
20 3
5.6
13.

oot
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124
513
360, 4m
842

42
309.7
138.5
4—8 . 5
57.9
1080
1 Ol,,(() . {,

21P

20F + &N
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1.8

NOY

116
120
486
154.0m
329

14
316.3
110.7
27,4
49.0
1080
985.0

DEC

69N

21 P
20 P + 8N
16N
16N

DEG

124
124,
574
423.9m
eer

2
419.2
25447
70.6
L544
1020
640.8

ours, T.1.C., K.B.Ad,

Vehicles, Sampans, Secondarie:, “ed Svac Suprort, Hoi
Chanhs, Leaflets Txpended, Suceessful Defenses.



I. Background
(#  The 20th Specisl Operations Squadron (S08) is located at Cam Ranh

Bay AB, RVN, UWhile ];erf'orming the migsion, the 20th SOS operated out of its
Forward Operating Location (FOL) at Ban Me Thuot and its sub-Forward Operating
Tocations (sub-FOL) at Duc Lap, Ban Don, and Tieu Atar. The missions shifts
operations between these three sub-FOL's, No major changes in either the
mission or the structure of the chain of command occured during the quarter

October 1 to December 31, 1970,

II. General
() The objective of this report is to summarize the major accomplish-

ments of the 20th S05 and discuss the factors which affected the mission during
the 4th quarter of calendar year 1970.

ITI. Mission

}Z{ The primery mission of the 20th 308 isz%he suprort of VNAF King Bee
(H-34) helicooters which carry the Long Range Reconnaissance Patrols operating
under command and control of the 5th Special Forces (CCS), located at Ban Me
Thuot, RVN, Turther tasks which could be levied on the unit involwe counter-
insurgency, reconnaissance, bose defense, SAY training, psychological warfare,
logistic support of USAT units and U.S. sronsored activities, civic actions, and
suprort of Special air warfare training of U.S. Special Forces units,

}S{ During the 4th quartey of 1970, the 20th 505 "Green Hornets"experi-
enced no aircraft accidents or incidents.

9?5 The language barrier between the VNAF and U.S. personnel continued to

create obstacles to overations, Pilots in training had to be concerned with




(1i) AY4RDS AND DECORATTONMS: (Submitted in 4th Quarter of 7 )
Silver Star 2
Distinguished Flying Cross 62
Airmans Medal 0
Bronze Star Medal 1
Air Medal 119
Air Force Commendation Medal 1
Purple Hearts 0

(1ii) Awards ancd D corations Received during the Lth "arter of 1970:

Silver Star

Distinguished Flying Cross

Airmans's Medal

Bronze Star

Air Medal 2
Air Force Commendation Yedal

Purple Hearts
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achieving accurate understanding of and commnication with the Vietnamese,
This skill is never fully mastered, Higher headquarters (VHQ) continued to
require the use of letter call sisns instead of numbers by all concerned, al-
though the former are harder to understand over the radio and more difficult:
to pronounce for the Vietnamese, The 20th 530S continued to provide an additional
aircraft for rescue capability due to the inability of the H-34's to maneuver
in confined spaces or maintain an extended hover, necescary for a successful
rescue, The VNAF slicks insisted on spiraling down over a smoke-marked Land-
ing 7one (LZ), thus calling unwanted attention to our presence. In the past,
the American piloted slick was given a GCA like approach by the Forward Air
Controller (FAC), making use of the principle of surprise.

IV. Organization: Command and Control

() On 6 Nov 1970, Lt Col Harmon M brotnov, assumed command of the Squad-
ron with the departure of Lt Col Alexander G Rdgar. Major Harvey D, Gilzean
assumed the duties of Operations Officer from Lt Col Brotnov. Capt James A
Ball contimued to command the 20th $03 Maintenance Section with Capt Gerald
E Karels commanding maintenance at the FOL. The Squadron was fully manned
in all areas by the end of the quarter.

() The Mission Operations Officer (MOO) at the FOL continued to rotate
among the field grade officers, with the addition of selected company grade
officers when required,

(U) The Squadron required at least two Maintenance Officers due to the
dual maintenance functions at the Main Operating Base (OB) at Cam Ranh Bay
and the FOL at Ban Me Thuot, Two officers have been assigned although only
one was authorized. A change to the Unit Manning Document (UMD) was recieved

at the end of the quarter which changed the authorization to two. Gunner




and helicopter AFSC's were undermanned at the start of the quarter and TDY
personnel were assigned. In October, helicopter mechanic inputs began to
reflect the impending arrival of the UH-IN, Miulti-engine mechanics (C-
shredout) began arriving, However, of the first 37 to arrive, only 3 had
previous experience in the UH-1 (R-shredout). The big mistake here was in
the procedure of assigning AFSG's. This should be done according to the
make of helicopter rather than the number of engines., Added to this, only a
portion of the forecast "N" models had arrived (¢ of 23), so some of the
mechanics had to be retrained and utilized on te older "P" models. Engine
and airframe technical revresentatives were on station with the arrival of
the aircraft,

) Pilot inputs from the Phase IT School at Wurlburt Field, Florida,
continue to arrive with limited training, The ‘October arrivals had had |
Phase IT training in "P" models witt introductory rides in the "N" model,
Four of the previously qualified IP's have been dual cualified in the "NV
and "P", enabling them to teach Phase TII training for the mission. At the
end of the quarter, the ™" model still had not been utilized on the mission
as a gunship, because not enough "N" models had arrived, Maintenance would
have been unable to support both "™N" training and combat operations, This
created problems with the "N"-only qualified pilots.

1)) Most of the Furlburt training remains irrelative to our operations
due to the severe limitations placed on the school with respect to direction
of fire, overating eltitude and the lack of terrain resembling the uneven

jungle canopy of South Fast Asia, The course, in essence, had to be retaught

3
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in Vietnam., Changes to the Furlburt course have been requested but procedural
changes'cannot be effected due to command differences.

(U) December 31st saw the Squadron still in temmorary ouarters for both
maintenance and operations with low Base priorities for completion of per-

manent structures., Billeting still remains a problem. (S%E Morale),

V Training
See IV

“"' At the end of the year, the 20th SOS had 4 Flight Examiners, 10 Air-
craft Commanders (combat capablel and 26 First Pilots, The latter 26 were in
various staves of upgrade training. Adequate personnel inputs arrived to ful-
£il1 the requirements of the increased MD and normal rotation, TFive new areas
for gun training and one new transition training area were approved near Cam
Ranh Bay, but coordination tetween the véfious controlling arcencies continued
to be a problem, This coordination had to be done on a daily basis and errors
permitting simultaneous usnge by other units continued to occur.

) On 31 Dec 70, only three pilots remained "slick"# mission qualified.
This training was dropred when changes to the mission requirement occurred,

The capability for training still exists, and the Hurlburt course continued to
encompass this area, Twenty pilots were upgraded to First-Filot in the UH-IN
by the end of the year.

™
s

VI Maintenance, Sunnly, and Equivment:

() The notable success that the 20th SO0S had achieved with all suprort
units at Tuy Hoa was lost with the move to Cam Ranh Bay AB., The unit found
* Term'"slick" arplies to troop confizured helicopter as oprossed to the gun-

ship configuration.

4
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that it had to start all over again to build up this support, due to a lack of
understanding of the unit's vpriority and mission orerational requirements by the
host unit at Cam Ranﬁ Bay., The procedures incident to being a tenant unit vary
from base to base in their annlication and as the only Air Force UH-1 unit in
Vietnam, new supply channels have to be opened and new procedures created with
each move, Tt would be of great benefit to all such unique units if Base Supply
units could be provided with pertinent data and procedures packages prior to
arrival of new units., Ve had made some progress with suorly until November
when the UH-1N began to arrive, Unfortunately, few of the required and pro-
jected spare parts arrived with them,

(U) Five "i" models arrived on 21 Nov, followed by three on 25 Nov: 611,
612, 614, 615, 616, 617, 612, 619, The assembly time averaged three days each,
Aircraft 616 was used for cannablization due tq/lack.of parts yhich is indicated
by December's maintenance statistics. 616 was iater released by cannabliéiﬁg'
from 618 which was grounded for lack of parts itself. Problem areas encountered in
the MI" model were: engine trim, avionics malfunctions, incompatability of arma-
ment systems to the airplane, insufficient systems procured for mission require-
ments, lack of tech data, lack of »nromer tools, and lack of AGE,

() A 180-day Activity Tnsveciion wns verformed 1-15 December with the A%3rd
fuality Control Branch rating Maintenance "Marginal ", This was attributed to
the above mentioned handicans of : 1lack of narts, lack of trained personnel,

lack of adeguate permanent facilities, and the backlog created by the move,
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(V) The washrack was completed at the FOL which now permits Blue Card
Inspections to be accomplished there. In addition to the water wash program
for eliminating FOD, ; program of rustlicking engines and surfacing of the
sub-FOL's was completed. These actions appear to have corrected the problems
of FOD previously plagueing the 20th SOS.

(uv) A new system of supply for the handling of NORS-G parts of DIFM

(Due In From Maintenance) assets was completed in November. It involved
direct delivery from L83 Supply at Cam Ranh to the FOL utilizing C-7 air-
craft. It was unsatisfactory because the C-7's did not make direct flights
and parts sometimes took days to reach their destination, if at all. Also,
too many personnel were inwolved in handling. The system was discontinued in
late December.

(v) Transportation from the Officers' Billets (3/L mile) and Airmen's )
quarters (1 mile) to the temporary operations facility remained a problem.
Regularly scheduled Base buses were not routed to the area due to its iso-
lation from other base functions. The temporarily loaned vehicles provided

by Cam Ranh Bay were not sufficient due to the more than average time spent
in maintenance by the older vehicles brought from Tuy Hoa. The assigned level
of transport only equaled that of the other more conveniently located squad-
rons on the base. Rain and heat forced reliance on the few vehicles avail-
able and a great deal of time was wasted in waiting for transport to aircraft,
billets, and Squadron Oper-tions.

VII Major Events and Civic Actions

(u) Some of the notable visitors to Cam Ranh Bay who were briefed

i ﬁ i—‘rl‘_-




by the 20th S03 were: October - feneral Jack Tatton, CT'CMAC, and his vnarty;
November - General John D Ryan, Chief of Staff, USA™, leneral Joseph J Nazzaro,
CINCPACAF, Major Jenerals Smith and Foench, PACAT; December - Maj Gen Hardin,
Vice Commander, 7th AF, Lt Gen Lavelle, Vice Commander, PATAT and his party,
and Col A,F. Eaton, Commander, 14th SO,

(U) Work was temporarily suspended on the addition to the schoolhouse at
Buon Ea Niaeh, near the FOL, pending transport of a school house from Phan
Rang. Numerous surnlies including dental care kits, laundry soap, food and
clothing were distr brted by the 20th 30S personnel at the sub~-FOL's. Hair-
cuts and baths were also given,

VIIT Morale

(U) At Cam Ranh Bay, some correctable detriments to morale involved the
already mentioned transportation problems and housing of versonnel, One
additional barracks was acquired for the enlis€ed pefSanel and four rooms~
for the officers. However, gunners lived in open bay, non-airconditioned
barracks although aircrew members are supposed to be provided with aircondi-
tioning, Three officers were assigned to each &' X 20' room, which is below
minimum Air Force space requirements, In some cases, this figure may be re-
quired to be increased to fovr with increases in manning if pelief is not

provided, Other base units are not as crowded.
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IX. Conclusion: Commander's Comments

(U) A, The 'e:sons’learned from the experience of the 20th 50S during the last
quarter of 1970 are:

(U) 1. Units should be free to develop their own tactics and make changes
as their situation varies (Reference mission changes in July involving VNAF
changes in tactics)., The vrincinle of surprise was disregarded.

(U) 2. Yo one at Squadron level was informed as to the possible future
plans for employment of a unii of this tyre. Experienced personnel should be
encouraged to make an end-of-tour renmort. The value of lessons learned and tactics
developed in this one-of-a kind unit may be of value in future operations,

(I) 3. The lanpguage difference is increasine in immortance as Vietnsmiza-
tion grows. |

(U) 4. More lead time is needed to move @ unit of this type, If this
is not possible a restudy of the squadron organization to permit greater
mobility is required.

(U) 5. Where possible the Main Operating Base of the sanadron should
be co-located with the next higher command echelon,

(U) 6, Operational training conducted at Hurlburt Field should be more
closely aligned with tactical experience so that the requirement for training

now conductec in the combat area can be minimized,

VMY




(U) B. The m jor programs conducted during the Ath quarter of calendar
1970 were: 1) Securing ney training areas; 2) Establishing new operations
and mainten: 1c ;% Cam Ranh Bay AB, while coordinating working procedures
with the host 'ring; 3) Phasing in of the H-1N aircraft,

(U) 1. he securing of new training areas involved extensive coordina-
tion between the joint controlling agencies (USAF, U.S. Army, VNAF, ARVN, and
ROK). Getting these agencies to coordinate and notify one another of scheduled
activity remains a problem, Throughout the period we could never be sure a
"friendly" would not droyp ordinance all around us., This necessitated estab-
lishing extra procedu:es and precautions,

(U) 2. The renovation of the proposed permanent maintenance and opera-

tions facilities lageed far behind estimates due to the low priorities assigned

by the host base to survlies and engineering. The Operations building is delayed

4 months from initial estir:te, and the Nain’c:énance facility is also behind’
scheduled completion dates b~ cver a month.

(U) 3. he proyosed plare in of the UH-1Y was delayed due to the late
grrival of : ir :raft and partial shimment. Also, the lack of requested spare
parts has hindered maintenance, coupled with the inexperience of the newly
arrived mechanics, The Tnitial Support Supply List (ISSL) was supposed to be
90% filled or enroute but actual bench stock is 30-40%. Radios were found to
be roor during testing and the additional level requested was not supplied
dve to improper funding., Some inlets were damaged when they arrived and cer-

tain accessories were misalipned., Supply supvort for the UH-1P which had to




carry the mission load due to non-receipt of the UH~1N drorped from 75% to

60% fill and the expe\rionced UB=1P . hanics departed teking with them their
skill level. Many UF-1N mechanics mis now be crosstrain:d to the UF-1P to
cariy the led. A request for UH-1P . chanics was rejected by HH(O, Pilot
scheduling and ~z .in; ve ains a problem due to the uncertain future phase

in of the UH-1N

() In spite o the blems encountered phasing in the UH-1N, it appears
at this stage to be sup ri. r to the UH-1P and will enhance mission accomplish-~

ments and capability.
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CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD*OF
THE AIR MEDAL

(SIXTH OAK LEAF CLUSTER) v

TO

v

LIEUTENANT COLONEL ALEXANDER G. EDGAR

Distinguished himself by meritorious achievement while participating in aerial
flight over Southeast Asia on 29 July 1970 ~ On that date, he superbly
a ccomplished a highly intricate mission to support Free World forces that
were combatting aggression. His energetic application of his knowledge and
skill were significant factors that contributed greatly to furthering United

States goals in Southeast Asia, His professional skill and airmanship reflect
great credit upon himself and the United States Air Force.




CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF

THE ATR FQRCE COMMENDATION MEDAL
(FIRST OAK LFAF CLUSTER)
TO

ALEXANDER G. EDGAR

Lieutenant Colonel ilexancder G. Edgar #lstinguisher himself by meritorious
service as Commander 20th Special Operations Squacdron, Republic of Vietnam
from 11 Noverber 1969 to L November 1970. Colonel Efgar provided an example
of combat leadership in the best tracition of the United States Air Force.
The squadron under his commans flew uniquely configurer UH-1P helicopter,
and compiled a notable record of accomplishments on extremely hazardous
missions requiring a high fegree of professionalism anf fiscipline. The
distinctive accorplishments of Colonel Efgar reflect credit upon himself
and the Unitee? 3tates 1ir Force.
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. CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF T |
THE DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS , % b ;
(SECOND 0AK LEAF CLUSTER) ; é : ? ?é
TO L R .

ALEXANDER G. EDGAR f

' L i k ‘ "
Lieutenant Colonel Alexander G. Edgar distinguished himself by extra Linafyf o
achievement while participating in

aerial flight as a UH-1P.he11co§t'r'g£n‘h'p*
pilot in Southeast Asia on 22 August 1970, On that date, Colonel Ed aﬁ ,age

repeated firing passes at low level to rescue a long range reconna!s#a cé ba -i
rol which was under heavy opposing automatic weapons fire deep in ﬁoétilg rer- !
ritory. The extremely accurate and devastating firepower from Colohél'Edg rjs‘
helicopter allowed the rescue of the entire patrol. The professional omp dt

nge,
aerial skill, and devotion tg duty displayed by Colonel Edgar reflécq éréa' drjdj
it upon himself and the United States Air Force. ’ o
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