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History of the 20 Helicopter/ Special Operations
Squadron

Numbered Air Force: 7th Location: Udorn Royal Thai Air Force Base
Wing: 14th Air Commando Wing Type Aircraft: H-3/ H-1

# Hours : 23,215.8 # Sorties: 40875

Passengers: 59157 Cargo: 611,428,950 Ibs. Expended 7.62: 3,502,920 rds 2.75 FFAR: 8547

Commander: Lt. Col. John M. Steen/ Lt. Col. William B. Skinner/ Lt. Col. James A. McMullen/
Lt. Col. Shirrel G. Martin/ Lt. Col. Wilbur C. Huff/ Lt. Col. Frank A. Di Figlia

Senior Enlisted: UNK
Personnel Strength (Min/Max): UNK Officers UNK Enlisted

Commentary: The 20th Helicopter Squadron continued to operate from Nha Trang until late 1968
when the command of the squadron was moved to Udorn. The commander changed frequently due to
personal problems at home and numerous temporary positions of DO's. Confrontations with the
enemy became more constant and fierce.

Significant Missions: 26 November 1968 1st Lt. James Fleming and crew flew a UH-1F into the fray
to aid a 6 man reconnaissance team that was engaged with heavily armed hostile forces. Despite a
previous exfil attempt that was shot down the crew flew in and balanced the skids on the riverbank
with the tail over the water. The mission was successful despite heavy damage to the huey.

Significant Awards: Medal of Honor 1 Air Force Cross: 2
Silver Star: 26 Distinguished Flying Cross: 64
Bronze Star: 4 Purple Heart: 20

Air Medals: 172




MEMORANDUM

Date: 27 Dec 94
From: 20 S0S/CCX
To: WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

Subject: DOCUMENT CLASSIFICATION

1. The documents contained herein are portions of the 1ST/16TH
SOW histories for the dates shown on each document. The SOW
histories as a whole are classified for the most part.

2. The documents in this binder are a compilation of materials
from varied sources and have all been declassified if necessary.
Sheets showing declassification are all posted in the last
document protector for each respective binder.

3. Any materials you feel may be of questionable classification

you are encouraged to bring to my attention and I will endeavor
to alleviate your apprehensions.

SQUADRON HISTORIAN
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HN M. STEEN, Lt Colonel, USAF
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Ovtse B Shichuons

¢JOHN B, SKIDMORE, Captain, USAF
Historical Officer
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ANNOTATED

1. Letter dated 27 Decembor 1967
from Colonel Hayden C. Curry Deputy
Commander for Operations, 14th ACH.

2., Historical Reports, 20th Heli-
copter Squadron, Udorn Ri&PB, Thai-
land January, February, March 1968

by Major Anthony E. Azurs, Location:

Historical Officer.

3. Historical Report, 20th Heli-

copter Squadron, Tan Son Nhut AFB,
RVN, 1 January -~ 31 March 1968, by
Captain John B, Skidwore, Unit

Historical Officer, approved by Cepl-

ain Paul A, Maye, Detachment Com-
mander.

4o Monthly Re-Cap UH-1F Sorties:
Dated 1 February, 1 March, and
1 April 1968.

5., Management Statuc and Irends
Reports: dated 3 February, 3
March, and 4 April 1968.

6. 7th Air Force Operations Order
509-68 "20th Helicopter Squadron”
dated September 1967.

7. Interview by Captain John B.
Skidmore, 20th Helicopter Squadron
Historian with Iieutenant Colonel
Thomas C. Bass, Chief UH-1F Opera-
tions 20th Helicopter Squsdron

3 April 1968,

8, lLetter from Captain Dennig D.

- Behrens, Chief Carcer Countrol

Section toy Headquarters PACAT
(DPCOM),

9., Interview by Captain John B.
Skidmore, 20th Helicopter Squad-
ron Historian with prtain Jaclkie
D, Burgess UH-1F Maintenance
Officer 4 April 1968.
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1. This letter covers redesignation
of flights in the 20th Helicopter
Squadron. Iocation: Squadron Files.

2. These reports are classified secret.
Location: 20th Helicopter Squadron
Safe, Historical File.

3. This report is classified secret.
Tocation: 20th Helicopter Squadron
Safe, Historical File.

4. These reports are classified

. Location:
20th Helicopter Squadron Safe, Reports
File .

5. These reports provide statistics
for the months January, February, March :
1968 and are unclassified. Iocation: |
20th Helicopter Squadron Operations
File.

6, This order is classified secret.
Iocation: 20th Helicopter Squadron
Safe. ;

7. Interview covered problems, recom- §
nended solutions and discussion of !
classified information.

8. This letter covers manpower problems ;
in the UH-1F aircraft and is classified . |
confidential. Iocation: 20th Helicopter
Squadron Safe, Historical File.

9. Interview covered problems, recom-
mended solutions and discussion of UH~1F
Maintenance,
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10. letter of Commendation ~
20th Helicopter Squadron from
Major General W. C. Lindley USAF
dated 26 March 1968,

11. ILetter of Appreciation from
Colonel Harry Urban USAF dated
13 February 1968,

12. ILetter of Appreciation from
Colonel Perry C, Ford USAT dated
2 January 1968,

13, ILetter of Thanks from Capt-
ain James E, Pollak USAF dated
29 January 1968.

14. Special Order GB-445 Depart-~
ment of the Air Force Washington
dated 20 December 1967,

15. Citation to Accompany the
Award of the Air Force Outstanding
Unit Award to the 20th Helicopter
Squadron.

16. Interview by 20th Helicopter
Squadron Historian with 1st Lt
Robert W, McComb, Civic Action
Project Officer 3 April 1963,

17. The Air Commando, "20th Heli
Stings Fnemy Rescues Downed Pilot',
Volume 3, Number 6, Nha Trang 16
February 1968

18. Interview by 20th Helicopter
Squadron Historian with Captain
John E, Fiser and Captain James R.
Tolbert pilots in Hornet Flight

4 January 1968,

19, UH-1F Award and Decorations

"~ Book.

20. Interview by 20th Helicopter
Squadron Historian with Major Buel

W. Woolwverton, Chief Awards and Dec-

orations Cfficer 20th Helicopter
Squadron.

10. Attached.

11. Attached.

12. Attached,

3. Attached.

14. Attached,

15. Attached.

16, Interview covered the civic action
progran,

17. These articles cover the activities
of the "Green Hornets" for six days in and
around Ban Me Thuot and the rescue of
Captain James E. Pollack, F-100 Pilot.

18, Interview covered rescue of down
F-100 Pilot.

19, Book lists avards and decorations

of the 20th Helicopter Squadron. Location:
Avwards and Decorations Desk 20th Heli-
copter Squadron.

20, Interview covered activities of the
20th Helicopter Squadron during the
reporting periocd.




(aecu'rl TY LIlfnrar1eacion -

= 2t RS0 3 .
i KEPORTING Provnm REPORTE CUNTR
HISTORICAL DATA DECORD g roos To
§
A

1 Jan 68 31 Mar 68 Au-p§

—

" OM? (HANE AKD LOCTATION OF UMIT SUBHETTING THES3 'I'rnkY)lTO:
20th Helicopter Squadron
1/th Air Commando Wing (PACAF)
APO San Francisco 96205

14th Air Commando Wing (DXI)
APO San Francisco 96205

—

A R AT A SRR P

}F ONORE BT ACKE 18 HIEDRD FOR ANY 1YW, ATTACH ADDITIONRAL SHEETS {NODICATEING APPLICASLE ITEM KUMRER,

JSECTION | ASSTGRMENT
MAJOR AIR COMMAND NUMBERED AIR FORCH AIR DIVISION | WING GROUP
1 : ‘ AEZE | 14%h Air Commando 14th Combat Support
pACAF 7th BEiass ’Hing ; {Group
' ;
JSECTION 11 SUBORDIHATE UHITS

There are six flights located at threo opsrating locations. "AY, "B", and "C" flighté
are located at Udorn RTAFB, Thailand. "DW, "EW, and "F" flights are located at Tan

{Son Nhut and Nha Trang AFB, RVN,

SECTION 111 SSIGHS

A. PRIMARY
JMII "B" and Mgn fligh”cs -
'\Junter—lnuurgency activities

and transportation, U"DF, AT and "F' £lights - uncon-
support of U.S.A.I'. Forces and U,S, sponsored activities, psychological warfare.

1

ventional warfare, recomnsissance, film courier, base defense, SAW training, logisticall

B. SECONDARY (OR OTMER)

‘l"A" "B", and "C" flights - civic action, utility and rescue., "D", "E", and. "F
~;‘f11ghts - VIP courier, utility and rescue.

fSECTION 1V PERSONEL
STATUS ' OFFICER9 ATTMAN CIVILIANS ) TOTAL .
ASSIGNED 72 100 2 174
AUTHORI ZED 77 : 109 A . 190
A ATTACHED ) 33 33
B secTioN v ' EOMIPHERT
A. AIRCRA¥T . - ‘ 11;. TEAPONS (INCLUDING MISSILES)
CH 3C-5 ! 12 - 7.62 _
UH1F-15 8 -~ 3.75 Rocket launchers
13 - M~60 Machine Guns
§ P ' '
' i - ZLECTRONIC3 D. OTHER
B TP eV ﬁm
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1. (U) Effective 1 January 1968 flights "B", "C", and "D" located at Udorn
RTAFB were redesignated "A", "B", and "C" flights. "E" flight at Nha Trang
AFB, RVN was redesignated "D", "E", and "F" flights. (1)

R ’QS3 The mission of the 20th Helicopter Squadron at Udorn RTAFB, Thailand

remained unchanged during this reporting period. Our primary mission being

to provide USAF logistical support to a%t%vities in Isos and the the support
of illIIIlIllllllllllllllllliilll'. 2 )

3. Qé) In the month of January the out of country USAF support missions
consisted of 194:35 hours of flying time in 200 sorties. 4 total of 206,270
pounds of cargo and 407 passengers were carried. In support of CAS missions
the CH3E aircraft flew 109:35 hours in 93 sorities and transported 15,500

pounds of cargo and 218 passengers. (2)

Lo (ﬂﬁ On 29 December 1967 two CH-3E helicopters were involved in an assualt
operation against hostile forces. The assigned mission was to infiltrate and
exfiltra‘beb ground teams on a search and destroy operation. The
flight had been drawing light to moderate small arms fire during seven previous
sorties as they airlifted 219 combat troops in and out of the target area. On
the final exfiltration landing the entire landing zone was racked by intense
small arms and automatic weapon fire. The helicopter commanded by Major
Villotti received several hits in the cockpit area, ons bullet ripped through
Major Villotti's flack vest and penetrated the back cushion and seat. The
pilot, It Colonel Bumford, sustained a bullet impact against the chest of his
flack vest, and he received slight facial cuts from flying glass. The ground
team set up an effective perimeter defense, aided by the co-pilot Lt Daily,
and the f£light mechenic, Sgt Wells, firing from the cargo door and Airman
Alexander firing from the aft ramp., Twenty-nine msmbers of the ground team
were able to withdraw into Major Villotti's aircraft while cover aircraft
delivered ordnance against the hostile forces. Even though the aircraft
received eleven small arms hits it was able to depart the landing zone with-
out further damage. Major Hall zircraft commander of the second helicopter,
was about to take-off when he noticed six grownd troops still in a defensive
position. .Mortar shells werc now impacting in the landing zone. Disregarding
the hostile fire Major Hall hovered his helicopter over and picked up the
remaining six troops. The now overloaded aircraft with thirty-four troops
aboard was able to 1lift off and depart the landing zone without damage from
hostile fire. The friendly forces suffered no losses while twenty-two dead
hostile forces were counted by the Forwaerd Air Controller only thirty yards
from where the helicopter had landed. The value of wearing the flack vest was
again demonstrated on this mission. The following crew members have been
recommended for the Silver Star as a result of the action.

i} } Lt Colonel George R. Bumford
Major James S, Villotti
¥Major Kyron V, Hall
Captain Ronald L. Skinmer
Captain Joseph D. Cunninghan
1st Lt Duane T. Daily
Sgt Arthur B, Martinelli
Sgt Ronald G, Wells




Sgt louie Alenander, Jr.
Sgt Fugene N, Cothran (2)

5. ({) On 5 January, a roadwatch team of AR ocorsonncl was infiltrated
into North Vietnam for the purposs of gathering intelligence on road traffic.
On 10 Jenuary, the squadron was assigned the mission of recovering the surviv-
ing members of this team who had been engaged by hostile forces. Two surviv-
ing members of the team were successfully rescued from the side of a hill using
the CH-3E hoist cable. Major Kyron V. Hall was the aircraft commander on this
mission. On 11 January, Major Hall again returned to the scene and rescued

one more team member utilizing the rcscue hoist cable. Small arms fire was
encountered on both days from hostile ground forces, (2)

6. (U) In support of the Royal Thai Air Force, the Pony Express recovered
two I~19's which had suffered crash damage. The two aircraft were airlifted
with the external cargo sling from a remote northwest Thailand area, to a
railroad siding where they could be shipped to Bangkok for repair. This air-

1ift covered approximately 100 miles. (2

,r";. () During February, the out of country logistical support consisted of
134225 hours in 138 sorties. This is primarily a cargo hauling effort as
evidenced by the fact 159,865 pounds of cargo was moved along with 246 passen-
gers. In addition, USAF support missions in Thailand accounted for 49:40 hours
of flying time in 75 corties. Iogistical support consisted of 29,020 pounds of
cargo and 170 passengers. Poor weather conditicns in Northern laos this month
coused one mission cancellation and hampered the success of several other mis-
sions in that area. In support of the "Pony
Express" accounted for 105:20 hours of flying time carrying 25,620 pounds of
cargo, 243 passengers in 5 cortics. The majority of these missions were to
Steel Tiger arca of Iaos. (2)

8. (£3 On the 4th and 5th of February the 20th Helicopter Squadron w

assigned the mission of landing a company size assault force OH
personnel into Southern Ilaos for the purpose of disrupting road traffic and
to take prisoners if possible. Two CH-3E helicopters accompanied by four other
friendly helicopters successfully infiltrated the assault team on 4 February,
with A1E aircraft providing cover. On the morning of 5 TFebruary, the assault
team was to be exfilled by the same force of helicopters. However, the assault
force had come under attack during the night and reported they were surrounded
by numerous hostile forces. As the two Pony Express CH-3E helicopters approach-
ed the landing zone they were subjected to intense ground fire, however the
number one aircraft landed, loaded on 16 troops and departed the landing zone.
One small caliber bullet penetrated the honey comb structure of the tail rotor

- of the number one aircraft, but coused no further demage and the aircraft was

able %o repjurn to a friendly forwerd base. The number two aireraft, received

’  gix hits on the approach to the landing zone but did not land. Upon landing
it was discovered that two main robor blades had bullet holes through the
honey com® structure with no sdverse efiect to the airfoil. No crew members
suffered injuries on this mission. The majority of the assault team were later
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recovered by other friendly helicopters after moving to a less hostile landing
zone. (2)

9. (£) Buring this reporting period the accomplishments at Udorn were as
follows: (2) (5)

Hours flown 1014,
Sorties flown 1088
Passengers Carried 36.96
Cargo carried 318.6 Tons

Average operational ready tatée 80.4 percent
Average aircraft utilization rate 82 hours per aircraft
Aircraft utilization authorized 50 hours per aircraft

10, ,(fb During this reporting period the primary mission of the UH-1F Detach~
ment at Tan Son Nhut AFB, RVN remained Reconnaissance Film Delivery for the

 460th and 16th Tactical Reconnaissance Squadrons with a secondary mission of

VIP and Utility. However, the Giant Dragon requirement was deleted in January.
(2)

11, (U) Personnel at Tan Son Nhut, TDY, three pilots, three maintenance
mechanics, end one aircraft dispatcher., (3)

12, (g) In January a nev system was developed so that all missions are now
fragged through 7AF Strike Plans with it being the only fragging agency. The
landing sites were divided into a morning flight at 0830 to Bien Hoa, Phu Loi,
Iai Khe, Dau Tieng, Trang Sup, Cu Chi, Duc Hoa and back to Tan Son Nhut. The
afternoon flight departs Tan Son Nhut at 1400 for Bien Hoa, Xuan Loc, Bluck
Horse, Iuscombe, Vung Tau, Bear Cat, Long Blen and back to Tan Son Nhut. Bach
flight is two-hours and thirty-minutes duration and covers a distance of one-
hundred and thirty-five miles. (3)

13, (U)  For VIP flights it is vup to the miscion commander to cross check all
details and arrangements that have been made. It is not safe to assume that

the project officer or protocal officer has carried out this function. 4As a
mininum the following checllist should be followed: (3)

VIF CHECKLIST
Upon being fragged:

1. Coordinate with project officer

2., Coordinate with protocol

!

3. Preplan route and timing

4o Preplan backup aircraft if required




e

5. Schedule aircraft cleanup
6. Star plates as required
T Coordinate‘ﬁith contrel agencies:
MACV Pad
Emba.ssy Pad
Base Ops VIP Pad
8. Review VIP procedures in AT publications:
Enroute Supplement
Tactical Aevodrone Directory
9. Ensure adequate aircraft sscwrity

10. Ground brief crev on enrire misscion

PAUL A. MAYE, Captain, USAF
Detachment Commander

e (¢) During thic period thirteen VIP flights were flown. The following
is a partiel list of VIP passengers: (3)

1. General J. D, Ryan - Commander of PACAF

2. General W. V. Momyer -~ Commander of 7A¥

3, Lt General J. H. Moore - U, S, & T. Inspector General
be It General A. P. Clark - Vice Commander TAG

5, Major General R, F, Worley - Vice Commander of 7AF

6. Major General G. F. Blood - Director of Operations 7AF

7. Brig General J. E. Bolt -~ Divector of TACC 7AF

8, Brig General L. T, Seith - Chief of Staff 7AF

X
15. (U) It is recommended that each new mission commander come to Tan Son Nhut
at least two days prior to the departure of the previous commander, to become
familier with the daily routine. (3)




16. (%3 In addition to #ilm delivery the "Green Hornets" were the primary
support of the 519th Tactical Comrmunications Squadron located at Trang Sup,
RVN, On many occasions ammuniticn, radar and other replacement parts were

transported to the men at "Penthouse". (3)

17. (U) A letter of appreciation was received from 7AF (SAC SARF) which
stated that during this period. SAC Strategic Air Relocatable FPhotographic
Facility couriers were transported by "Grecn Hornet" crews, to and from
Bien Hoa Air Base to deliver mission material for processing. The flights
were made almost daily for the entire period with many schedule changes on
very short notice. The 20th Helicopter Squadron never failed to comply with
the stringent requirements while they had an aircraft in commission. These
flights made in SAC support, at times sustaining hostile fire, were most
vital to the fulfillment of SAC's mission in SEA. They were executed with a
?egree of professionalism, esprit de corps, and cooperation seldom equalled.
3 ;

(12)

18. (f) During this period the Tan Son Nhut detachment flew 716 sorties for
228,2 hours, carried 128/ passengers and 35.515 tons of cargo. (3)

19, (U) The mission of "D", "E", and "F" flights remains the same as during

the previous reporting period. (7)

20, (£) The availability of UH~1F!'s ic still critical and will continue to
be critical until additional aircraft are delivered both for replacement and
to fulfill additional requirements thalt arise. The problem again became very
apparent during the Tet offensive when many aircraft were damaged and crews
were injured. (7)

21. (¢) The present enlisted personnel manning, during this period, required
an excessive amount of duty performance from crews in the field. This was a
direct result of joint gunner-helicopter mechanic useage. Therefore, crew:
rest periods quite often approached the mazdmum limits., This problem could

be prevented in the future by making the basic crew of the UH-1F two gumners
with armament AFSC's and one crewchief, one flying status from the A431X0
career field. (7)

22. (f) Pilots are still arriving in UH-1F!3 without the proper training
requited for our Southeast Asia missions. A request was sent to Headquarters
PACAF requesting accelerated UH-~1F pilot inputs (AF102XD) in the 20th Heli-
copter Squadron during the months of February and March 1968, This action was
requested in order to prevent a potential loss in mission effectiveness during
the months of April and May 1968. This is a result of 50 percent of the UH-1F
authorized force rotating to the CONUS during those months, This will not only

- cause a severe reduction in our experiernce level, but will also create an

additional ytraining problem. (7) (8)

23. (U) ILogistic Support has greatly improved during this period. Material
Control ordered all psrts and many parts were procured from the Army, by the
use of the interservice agreementv that was established between the services.

(9)
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24. (U) Maintenance transportation continued to be a problem. The trans—
portation situation remains the same ac reported in the previous history.
However, the problem became more critical because the radio vehicle was out
of commission most of the reporting period which resulted in a lack of
supervision as there was no direct communi.cations between Maintenance Control

and the specialists on the line. (9)

25, (£) The SEACR 56 "Iucky Tiger" modifications have now been completed on
all fifteen UE~-1F aircraft. (9)

26. (U) The biggest maintenance problem that occurred during this period
was improperly rigged throttles. This resulted in a high out of commission
rate for a short period of time until OJT training was accomplished. Since
the training was conducted no additional throttle rigging problems have

occurred. (9)

27, (U) While the accomplishments of the aircrews during this period were
extraordinary they could not have done the job without the outstanding support
provided by the rest of the squadron personnel. Around the clock maintenance,
under extremely difficult conditions was performed to repair battle damage and
meke additionsl aircraft available. Nightly harrassment from enemy forces
increased the hazardous conditions and frequently interrupted the work and
rest routines. (20)

28. (U) On 4 January a flight of five UH-1F's from the 20th Helicopter
Squadron were on a comblnation strike/training mission about 25 miles South~
east of Ban Me Thuot. As they neared their target they noticed an F-100 strike
in progress five miles northwest of their position. The Huey gunships were
starting to make their first pass on target when they heard a "Mayday" distress
signal three times., '"My wing mon was just shot down. On the 115 degree radial
of Channel 117 at 19 miles. He has a good chute". It was obviously one of the
F-100's and Captain Robert P. Strcut transmitted on guard "Roger we will be
there in three minutes with gunbirds and slicks". The flight of Green Hornets

‘was able to pick up a visual on the parachute immediately about four miles a

way in a large grassy swamp. Ihe gunships circled the location providing the
downed pilot with air cover while the slick, piloted by Captains John E, Fiser
and Williem A, King, Jr., with Technical Sergeants Robert L. Andrews and Willard
S. Richards sianding by their door guns, came in immediately for the pick up.
Captain James E. Pollack, the downed pilot, was laying on his back watching the
whole chow. The pickup was successfully accomplished with the downed pilot
spending less than five minutes on the ground. Captain Pollack was returned to
Ban Mo Thuot (East) for first aid, picked up by a C-130 and returned to his

homs unit, at Tuy Hoe AFB, RVN, in less than two hours. 4 letter of gratitude
was received by the 20th Helicopter Squadron from Captain Pollack. (13) (17)

(18)

M
29, () The UHIF primary operation in support of "Daniel Boone" remains highly
classified. However, when the NVA and VC launched their Tet offensive on 29 -
30 January 1968 the men and machines of the "Green Hornets" operating out of Ban
Me Thuot, RVN responded bravely. During the week long battle, the squadron was

6
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frequently called to aid friendly forces in the Ban Me Thuot area. Firing

their mini-guns and rockets, the armed helicopters of the 20th struck the

enemy successfully time after time. The gunships were first scrambled

before dawn on 30 January. They fired on suspected mortar concentrations,

Iater that day two-gunships drove VG and NVA troops from a stream of refugees
and killed six of the enemy as confirmed by FAC's. Before the day was over,

the gunships took part in an assault on an estimated two companies of NVA
dropping 28 more of the enemy according to FAC's. On 1 February, forward air
controllers called out gunships to support a friendly force trapped in a
schoolhouse by heavy cnemy fire. During this mission, the "Green Hornets"
received yet another distress call from a friendly tank element pinned down

by the enemy in the town of Ban Me Thuot. - An estimated company of NVA had
occupied a segment of the city. The "Green Hornets" rolled in and left an
entire enemy block in flames, thereby relieving much of the pressure on
friendly ground forces in the area. At 0330 hours on 2 February 1968, a gun-
ship element was launched to attack observed enemy mortar positions. An enemy
position was observed firing and was immediately attacked and destroyed by the
gunships. A few minutes later, the flight was advised that an ARVN compound was
under heavy attack 2 miles west of Ban Me Thuot. The flight leader contacted
the U. S. Army Advisor in the compound for target identification. There were
no flare ships available for illumination and the compound had to be identified
by several buildings burning within the verineter. The enemy had breached the
southern defenses and were pouring into the compound. The gunships put their
initial fire at 50 meters inside the perimeter and on succeeding passes worked
outward to drive the enemy outside the compound. By 0410 hours the gunships had
expended their ordnance and the compound was secure. later that day, the crews
were informed by the senior U. S. Advisor that their prompt response and extreme-
ly accurate fire, even in almost total darkmess had, without a doubt saved the
dompound from being overrun and destroyed by the enemy. The 155th Helicopter
Company at Ban Me Thuot Airstrip reported it was under constant mortar and
sniper harassment. Some of their men had been shot offthe tops of airplanes
while trying to repair them. Two "Green Hornets" sanitized the surrounding
area with rockets and minigun fire. Also the same day the Huey slicks and gun-
ships of the 20th and the Army's 155th Helicopter Company assisted elements of
the 173rd Airborne Brigade in a combat assault against Hill 4971 south of Ban

Me Thuot. Still later that day, a ground patrol making a sweep located a group
of VC in a plantation. The 20th gunships went into a protective orbit over the
area to keep the enemy from escaping. The friendly ground forces moved in and
took 66 prisoners of war. The "Green Hornet" slicks carried the prisoners out.
On 3 February the gunships again scrambled to aid elements of the 173rd in heavy
contact with an NVA unit. Receiving heavy ground fire, the Green Hornets worked
in support of friendly ground forces within 100 meters of where artillery shells
were impacting against the NVA contingent. The gunships chalked up six KBAtlg
confirmed by FAC's in that encounter. Once again, on Sunday evening 4 February

. the Green Hornets came to the aid of tanks. The tanks were pinned down by 57mm

recoillesa rifles and 50 caliber machineguns. Although some of the aircraft
sustained battle damoge and five aircrew members were wounded, the Green Hormets
courageously carried on without the loss of a single aircraft or man. Other
UH1F helicopters of the 20th brought in ammunition, supplies, evacuated wounded
and transported 140 prisoners of war. (17) (20)
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30. (¢) During the period 13 February through 25 February the "Green Hornets",
in conjunction with the 5th Special Forces, Detachments B-50, under operational
control of First Field Forces Vietnam, conducted intensive reconnaissance
operations in the area south and west of Ban Me Thuot to locate enemy forces
which had participated in the attacks on Ban Me Thuot. Using a revised concept
for inserting the reconnaissance patrols during this period 12 infiltrations of
six man teams were made. On 9 occasions emergency exfiltrations of teams had
to be performed due to their being compromised or in contact under fire from
enemy forces. Five of these extractions had to be made using two helicopters
for each team and McGuire Rigs. The McGuire rig is composed of three climbing
ropes with a canvas sling and a trapeze wrist lock on each rope for lifting
personnel out of heavy jungle. Due to thé team's positions it is impossible to
lower the helicopters for landing or rope ladder pickup. (20)

31. (§) The following is a recap of UHIF missions 1 January 1968 through
31 Narch 1968. :

UH1F Hours Flown - 2769.1
Missions Fragged -~ 959

Sorties Flown - 5708
Passengers - 5345

Cargo in Tons - 110.275

Rounds 7.62 Expended - &34,350
3.75 Rockets Expended - 2070
SAR Alert Hours - O

Type Sorties: Armed Heliconter
Infils = 224

o Exfils = 228

Visual Recon = 109
Army Base Defense = 64
TAC Movement = 1302

Type Sorties: Unarmed Helicopter
Infils = 254
Exfils = 227
Visual Recon = 80
Army Support = 249
TAC Movement = 1452
AF Support = 1445
Med Evac = 13

Adrcraft and aircrews at Ben Me Thuot are on 24 hour Ground Alert, 15 minute
response. Approximate Ground Alert under the condition 15,225.3 hours. (4)

(5)

\ .
32, (U) The 20th Helicopter Squadron is presently supporting a Leper Colony
near Kontum, RVN, Each man in the squadron wrote to an organization in the
United States asking for material donations. A large amount of used clothing
and other useful items were received by the lepers, After Tet, the 20th Heli-
copter Squadron donated 15 to TARP, This money was used to help the Vietnamese
people who were made homeless during the Tet offensive. During January and

8
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February the members of the squadron donated #50 toward the "Dollars For
Scholars" campaign. This money was used to send children in the Nha Trang
area to primary and secondary schools. In the future we plan to establish
a civic action project near Nha Trang, but at the present time no suitable
project has been started in the Kha Trang Area. (16)

33, (U) The following awards and decorations were awarded to 20th personnel
during this period: 1 Air Force Cross, 7 Silver Stars, 16 Distinguished Fly-
ing Crosses, 6 Purple Hearts and 23 Air Medals. (19)

34. (U) Major John C. Gruver wes awarded the Air Force Cross for gallantry
in connection with military operations against a heavily armed enemy force
near Dak To, Republic of Vietnam. While flying a fire suppression mission in
support of friendly ground forces, Major Gruver and his crew were diverted to
assist a-small Army unit that was in danger of being surrounded in an isolated
bomb crater. Two seriously wounded men had prohibited evasive movement as &
party of North Vietnamese Regulars worked to encircle the crater. As the crew
approached the site, Major Gruver and Lieutenant Lavender noticed that an Army
Huey downed in the brush beside the crater was threatened by a circle of fires
started by the enemy. Desgpite thelir knowledge of enemy activity in the
immediate area and their anticipation of resistance, the crews made an approach
to a hover over the damaged helicopter 4o beat down the flames until the arri-
val of a Chinook that had been requested for its extraction. Sergeant Graves
and Airman Herndon rode exposed in the open doorways to observe for and return
enemy ground fire, which broke out sporadically from positions along a flank-
ing ridge. Initially, heavy smoke screened the helicopter, but as the flames
were suppressed and exposure in the hover accordingly increased, the danger
from enemy small arms and auwtomatic weapons grew. Major Gruver held the hover,
under fire, until the Chinook called that he was initiating his approach. As
the Chinook dropped to a hoover over the crash site, it took seventeen hits and
was forced to break away. Major Gruver's crew flew a series of suppressive
runs on suspected enemy emplacements while the Chinook made a second attempt
and successfully airlifted the Huey from the scene by sling. The Major immed-
jately turned his attention to the beleaguered ground unit. Ignoring their
own sefety in the face of enemy Ifire that had already downed one helicopter
and severely damaged another, he and his crew set up an approach to the bomb
crater. When the Army radio operator warned them that they were drawing fire,
they continued, settling below the treeline and on down for a difficult landing
in the crater itself, where the two wounded were taken on board. Major Gruver,
after take-off lingered in the enemy field of fire to fly repeated suppressive
passes covering the ground unit's withdrawal. The exceptional determination
and aggressive airmanship of this crew saved an aircraft from destruction and
a highly=-trained team of american fighting men from capture or death. (19)

- 35, (U) The following squadron personnel were awvarded decorations as listed

below: (19)

Silver Star

Major Chester P. Brown
Major Joha R, Livermore
Major Benjamin A, Watson
Captain Robert P. Strout
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Captain Ronald L, Hondler
Captain Richard E. Monroe
Captain John E. Fiser

Distinguished Flying Cross

Captain Robert P. Strout
Captain Donald L. Swimers
Captain Frederick M. Johnson
Captain Robert R. Skinner
Captain Edward 4. Young

1st Lt John M. Graham

1st Lt Robert W. McComb III
T3zt Robert L. fAndrevs

TSgt Arthur F. Downing

SSgt William F. Studebaker
S8zt Kenneth S. Rohrbouck
S3gt Charles W. Elliott
S$Sgt Herbert L. Conner

S3gt Edward Coleman

Sgt Eugene E. O'lLeary

Sgt Ronald J. VWilkerson

Purple Heart®

Captain Royal B. Fogster, Jr.
Captain Leonard F. Ciemniecki
15t Lt Robert V., McComb ITI
SSgt Dennis L. Bowling

SSgt Herbert L. Comner

Sgt Ronald J. Wilkerson

36. (U) On 22 March 1968 Gemeral W. W. Momyer Commander of Seventh Air Force,
presented the Air Force Outstanding Unit Award, First Oak Ieaf Cluster, to the
20th Helicopter Squadron. The squadron cormander Lt Colonel John M. Steen

accepted the award on behalf of the 20th. The citation accompanying the award

read as follows: "The 20th Helicopter Squadron distinguished itself by outstan-

ding and meritoriocus service while supporting United States and Allied forces
engaged in combat operations against hostile forces in unfriendly territory in
all areas of Southeast Asia. Flying unarmed and unarmored helicopters, working
often under intense ground fire, in periods of inclement weather and hours of
darkness, crews of the 20th Helicopter Squadron completed hundreds of highly
effective support sorties. The 20th Helicopter Squadron provided invaluable
aid to the Government of Thailand in its efforts to fight domestic Commmnist

- Insurgency, and it supported the United States Overseas Mission in rural area

assisgtance programs. By their outstanding achicvements, the personnel of the
20th Helicopter Squadron have reflected great credit upon themselves and the
United States Air Force'. (14) (15)

10
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20th Helicopter Scuadron (20th HS)
(ﬂ) The mission of the 20th Helicopter Squadron remained unchanged

during the querter. The primary mission of "AM, "B, and "C" Flights located

at Udorn RTAFR, Thailand, was to provide US/¥ logistical support to activities

(” mpn, o oand PP Plights
Air Bases, continued in their mission support of unconventional warfare,
reconnaissance, film courier, base defense, SAW training, logistical support
of USAT Forces and U.S5. sponsored activities, and psychological warfare.

(v) On January 1, Flights "B", "C", and "D" located at Udorn RTAFB

were redesignated "Ai", "B", and "C" Flights. "E" flight:at Nha Trang was

3\
redesignated "D, "E", and 'T" Fligats.(T%)
FERSONNEL
(f) Enlisted personnel strength during the period was below that

necessary to perform the mission without recuiring on excessive amount of
extra duty from crews in the field. As a result, flight mechanics in the
field performed voth gunner end mechanic duties. This often caused crew
rest reriods to reach the maximum limits.

QZ) Tilots are still arviving in UHFs without the proper training
required for the type of missions performed in Southeast fsia. A message
was sent to Meadquarters I'ACIF requesting accelerated UH~1F- pilot inputs
(LF102XD) in the squadron during the months of February and March. The
action yas reguested to prevent a potential loss in mission effectiveness
duvring April and May, when 50 percent of the UH-1F authorized force rotates

to the CONUS.

, lecated ot Tan Son Mhut and Kha Trang
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Maintenance and logistics
(n) Logistic support preatly improved during the period. Materiel

Control ordered all parts, with some procured from the Army by the use of an
interservice agreement.

(u) The biggest maintenance problien that occurred during the period
was correcting improperly rigged throttles. This cavsed a high out of

commission rate for a short period until CJ7 training was accomplished.

G

Since the tf}nging was conducted no additional throttle rigging problems
[ - .
have occurred.
(K} The SLACR 56 "Lucky Tiger" medifications have now been completed l

on all 15 UH-1F eaircraft.

(1) Maintenance transyortation continued to be a problem. It became |
even more criticszl this reriod becouse the radio vehicle was out of commission -
most of the time, resulting in a lack of supervision, 2s there was no direct
communication between lnintenance Control and the specialist on the line.

() While the accomplishments of the aircrews this period were extra-
ordinary they could nct have done the job without the support provided by the
rest of_the sqguadron persornel. Around the clock maintenance, sometimes under
extremely difficult conditions, was rerformed to repair battle damage and make
additional aircraft available. Nightly harrassment from enemy forces at times

increased the hazardous conditions and freguently interrupted the work and

rest routines.
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() The availability of UH-1Fs is still cribical and will continue
to be critical uptil additional aircraft arc delivered both fer replacement
and to fulfill additional recuirements that arise. The problem again became
very apparent during the Tet offencive when meny aircraft were damaged and

’
crews were injured.(73)

Air Cperations

(ﬁ) On December 29, 1957, two CH-3E helicopters rarticiparted in an
assualt operation against enemy forces. The assigned mission was to infiltrate
and exfiltrate indigenous ground teams on 2 search and destroy operation. The
flight had drawn light to mcderate small arms fire during seven previous sorties
as they airlifted 219 combat troops in and oul of the target area. On the final
exfiltration landing, the entire landing zonsz came urder heavy small arms and
automatic weapons fire.

<¢) The first helicopter received several hits in the cockpit area,

but still managed to make a landing and exiiltrate 29 mcmbers of the teams.
The co-pilot and flight mechanic rrovided covering fire from the doorways as
the team made its way into the aircraft. Even though the aircraft received
11 small arms hits, ii{ was still sble to fly out of the landing 2zone without
further damage.

(4) After taking on combat troors, the secord helicopter began to
depart from the landing zone when six ground troops were noticed in a defensive
position. Disregarding the hostile fire--mortar shells impacting on the
laﬁding§zone-—the vilot hovered his helicorter over and picked up the re-

maining six troops.
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(ﬁ) The friendly forces suffered no losses while 22 enemy boedies

=

were counted by the FAC only 30 yards from where the helicopters had landed.
R » 5

(4) On.January 5, a roadwatch team of mpersonnel was
infiltrated into Nerth Vietnam for the rurpose of gathering intelligence

on rozd traffic. On Jsnuary 10, the squadron was assigned the mission of
recovering the surviving members of the team who had been engaged by enemy
forces. Two surviving menbers of the team were successfully rescued from
the side of a hill vsing the CH-3E hoist cable. The next day the aircraft
returned and rescued one more tesm menber, again utilizing the rescue hoist
cable. Small srms fire wzs received from enerny forces.

({), A monih later the scuadren landed a company-size assault force
of 4NN r<rsonsel into Southemlaos for thre purpose of disrupting road
traffic and taking rrisoners if possible. Two CH-3L helicopters accompanied
by four other friendly helicopters successfully infiltrated the assault team
on February 4, while A-1% aircraft rrovided air cover.

(ﬁ) Early February 5, the assualt team was to e exfiltrated by the
same force of helicopters. However, the assault force had come under attack
during the night anl reported they were surrounded by numerous enemy forces.
As the two Fony Express CH-3E helicopters approached the landing zone, they
were subjected to intense ground fire. Cnly one aircraft landed ard managed

load 16 troops. MAs the aircraft departed the landing zone one small caliber

bullet penetrated the honeycomb structure of the tail rotor, but the aircraft

was, able to return to a friendly forward base.
z

to
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(ﬁ) The second aircraft received six hits on the approach to the
landing zone ard was unable to land. Upon recovering at the forward base,
it was discovered that the two main roter blades had bullet holes through
the honeycomb structurc with no adverse effect to the eirfoil. There were
no crew injuries. The majority of the assault team was later recovered by
the other friendly helicopters after moving to a less hostile landing zone.

(u) On another assipnment, squadron crews recovered two Royal Thai
My Force L-19s which had suffered crash damage. The two aircralt were
airlifted with the external cargo sling from a remote northwest Thailand
area, to a railroad siding where they could be shirped to Bangkok for
repair. This airlift covered approximately 100 miles.

(%> During January the out of country USAF surport missions con-

sisted of 194 hours of flyins time in 200 sorties. A total of 206,270 pounds

of cargo and 467 passengers were carried. In support of . missions the

CH-3E aireraft flew 109 hours in G3 sorties and transported 15,500 pounds of
cargo and 218 pzssengers.

(d) In February logistical suprort consisted of 134 hours in 138
sorbties. There were 159,855 pounds of carzo moved along with 24,6 passengers.
In addition USAT support mission in Thailard accounted for 49 hours of
flying time in 75 corties while logistical support was 29,020 pounds of .
cargo and 170 passengers ferried.

($) Foor weabther conditions in Northern lacs in February caused one

mission gancellation and hamrered the success of several other missions in

that area. ~ squadron accounted for 105 hours of flying

time while carrying 25,620 pounds of cargo and 243 rassengers in 95 sorties.
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(ﬁ) The majority of these micsions were into the Steel Tiger area
of Laos.(7h)A;
G{) During the period the primary mission of the UH-1F detachment

at Tan Son Nhut Air Base remained reconnaissance film delivery for the
L60th and 16th Tactical Reconnaissance Scuadrons, with a secondary mission
of VIP transportation and general utility.

- (¢) In January a new system was developed so that all detachment
missions are now fragged through 7.F Strike Tlans. The landing sites were
divided into morning flighi 0832 to Rien Hoa, Yhu Loi, Lai Khe, Dau Tieng,
Trang Sup, Cu Chi, Duc Hoa and baclk te Tan Son Nhut. The afternoon flight
derarts Tan Son Nhut at 1400 hours for Bien Hoa, Xuan Loc, Black Horse,
Luscombe, Vung Tau, Bear Cat, Long Bicn and back to Tan Son Nhut. FEach i
flight is two-hours and t¥.rlLy-minutes in duration and covers a distance of.
135 miles.(75)

(ﬂ) In addition to {i’m delivery, the Green Hornets were the primary
support of the 519th Tactical Communication Squadron located at Trang Sup.
On many occasions ammunition, radar snd other replacement parts were trans-
ported to the men at "Fenthouse".

(¢) During the period the Tan Son Fhut detachment flew 716 sorties
in 228 hours, carried 1,28l paessengers and 35 tons of cargo.

(?) The mission of the UH-1Fs assigcned to Pan e Thout remained
unchanged during the quarter. The primary mission in support of "Daniel
Boone" still remained highiy classifizd.

¥
(U) The Green Hernet oir cper»ilons greatly increased during the

guarter when the VC and WVA launched their Tet offensive.

A T,
e e @ BTG R i TR




58
(0 During the week-long battle, the squadron was frequently called
on to aid friend%y forces in the Ban e Thout area. The gunships were first
scrambled before dawn Januery 30. They fired on susyTected mortar concentrations.
Later that day two runshirs drove VO aml NVA troops from a stream of refugees ard
killed six of the enemy as confirred by FACs. Before the day was over, the gun-
ships took part in an assavlt on an estimated two companies of NVA, dropping 28
nore of the enemy, according to F’Cs.
(v) February 1, FACs called out gunships to support a friendly force
trapped in a school house by heavy eneny fire. During this mission, the Green
Hornets received yet another distress call from a friendly tank element pinned
down by the enemy in the town of Pan Me Thout. An estimated company of NVA had
™ occupied a segment of the city. The Green Hornets rolled in and left an entire
eneny block in flames, relieving much of the rressure on frierdly ground forces
in the area.

(U) At 0330 hours February 2, a gunship flight was launched to attack
observed enemy mortar pesilions. in enemy position was observed firing ard was
immediately attacked and destroyed by the gunships. A few minutes later, the
flight was advised Lhat an ARVE compound wes under heavy attack two miles west
of the city. The flight leader corbacted the U.S. Army Advisor in the éompound
for target identificavion. There uere 1o flare ships available for illumination
and the compound had tc be identified by several buildings burning within the
perimeter. The enemy had bresched the southern defenses and were pouring into
the'comp?und. The gunships put theéir initial fire at 50 meters inside the

perimeter and on suvcceeding passes worked outward to drive the enemy outside

(m\‘ the compound.
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(V) At OL10 hours the gunships had expended their ordance and the

A
compound was secure. Later that doy, the crews were informed by the senior
advisor that their trompt response and extremely accurate fire, even in
almost total darkness, had without a doubt, ssved the compound from being
overrun and destroyed by the enemy. The 155th Helicopter Company at
Ban Me Thout Airstrip reported it was under constant mertar and sniper
harrassment. Some of thcir wen had been shot off the tops of airplanes
while trying to repair them. Two Green Hornets "sanitized" the surrounding
area with rockets and minigun fire. Also the same day the squadron slicks
and gunships along with the Army's 155th Helicopter Company assisted
elements of the 173rd Airborne Prigade in a combat assault against Hill
LS1 south of the city. Still later that day, a ground patrol making a
sweep located a group of VC in a plantation. The squadron gunships went
into a protective orbit over the area to keep the enemy from escaping.
The fiiendly forces moved in and took 66 prisoners. The Green Hornet
Slicks carried the priscnsrs out.

(v) On February 3, the gunships again scrambled to aid elements of
the 173rd in heevy contact with an NVA unit. Receiving heavy ground fire,
the Green Hornets worked in suprort of frierndly ground forces within 100
meters of where artillery shells were impacting against the enemy. The
gunships received six KBAs confirmed by the FACs in the encounter.

(v) On the evening of the fourth the Green Hornets came to the aid of

tanks agqin. The tanks were yinned down by 57mm recoiless rifles and 50

czliber machine guns.
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(U) During the of fesnive some of the squadron aireraft received
battle damage and five aircrew members were wounded.

€9 During the period from February 13 to 25, the Green Hornets

in conjunction witk the 5th Special Forces, Detachment B-50, under operational
control of First Field Forces Vietnam, conducted intensive reconnaissance
operations in the area south and west of Ban Me Thoul to locate enemy forces
which had participated in ihe attacks on the city.

Qﬁ3 Using a revised concept for inserting the recomnnaissance ratrols
during the period, 12 infiltrations of six-man teams were nade. Ono nine
occasions emergency exfiltraiions of teems had to be perforred due to their
being comrromised or in contact with enemy forces.

(?) Tive of these extractions had to be made using two helicorters
and McGuire rigs for each. The HMcGuire rig is composed of three climbing
ropes with a canvas sling and o trarvece wrist lock on each rope, it is ex~

cellent Tor lifting personnel out ol heavy jungle when it is impossible to

lower helicopters for landing or rope ledder pickup.(76)
(?6 UH-1F acconp!ishments for the quarter were:(77)
Hours flown 2,769
Missions fragged 959
Sorties Flown 5,708
Fassengers 5,345
Cargo in tons 110.275
Rounds§7.62 expended 83,350
3.75 rockets expended 2,070
SAR alert hovrs 0
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Armed helicopter sorties

Infils o 22,
Exfils 226
Visual Recon 109
Army Base Defense b,
Tac Movement 1302

Unarmed Helicopter corbies

Infils 254
Exfils 227
Visual Recon 80
Army Suprport 249
Tac Movement 1L52
AF Suprort 125
Med Ivac 13
(v) On March 22, 1968, General William . Momyer, 7th Air Force

Commander, presented the Alr Torce Outstanding Unit Award, First Oak Leaf

Cluster, to the 20th llelicopter Squadron. The squadron commarder) Lieutenant

,.(78)

Colonel John M. Steen, accepted the awar
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Loss of CH-3C #63-9678

€3 On December 30, 1967, a CH-3C helicopter was lost near Lima Site
85 in Leos while on a supply mission. On December 31 the Wing Commander
ordered an investigation to the Lima Site in an effort to determine the cir-
cumstances surrounding the aircraft loss.

() The team consisted of deputy commander for orerations, wing
safety representatives, 20th Felicopter Squadron comnander, commander of the
CH-3C flight (Udorn), operations officer, Sikorsky technical representative
and cualified maintenance rersonnel, for a total of 11.

Qf) The tesm first procecded to Udorn RTAFB, where hriefings were
accomplished in intclligence, weather and crew and passenger procedures.
because of the situntion in Laos and the nature of tlie mission, both
intelligence, escape and evasion »nd crew briefings were extensive.

Qd) The departure from Udern to Lima Site 85 was January 1, 1968,
at 1000 local time. Three CH-3Ce participarted, flying as a flight on a
regular fragged mission, &s two of the CH=3Cs carricd cergo for the site
and the lead aircraft carried thc rassengers.

(ﬂ) The exsct rouwte, as flown by the downed CH-3C, was duplicated
to have a full appreciation of weather, terrain, facilities, navigational
aids, current intel'igence data in relation to rovte of flight and the
facilites being uvtilized, &nd operat:ionsl.procedures employed to cope with all
of the abhove.

. (¢Q Route of flicht was direct from Udorn to a point 30 miles east
of Vieﬁtiane, the to Lima Sites 92, 108, 50, 36, and 85. This dog-leg is

necessary in order to avoid Vientiane (capital of Lacs).
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(V) The following is an account of the sircraft loss as uncovered
by the investigation team:

) On the day of the loss, tuwo CH-3Cs departed for Lima Site 85
laden with supplies.

09 when the CH~3Cs arrived at the Tending tone (17Z), the weather
prohibited an immediate londing, so the two aircraft orbited the area for
several minutes. ©Occasional cloud breaks apveared, and during one of these
the two helicopters made their apyroaches +o0 Lima Site 85. The first :
aircraft landed without incident. The second aircraft began an approach from -
the east side of tho crest into the IZ, approximotely three minutes latter.

Cloud movement forced the pilot to make a circling approach from the oposite
end of the pad about 200 feet north of the non-directional beacon antenna.
Realizing that the aprroach would recuire his entire attention, the rilot
directed the co-rilet to monitor the rotor LFl and the crew chief to observe
the tail rotor. The elevehion rises gradually at the west end of the LZ and
the hillside is covered with &C foot trees.

(pO The entire area around the site, elevation 5,740 feet, is insecure.
Only the very top of the crest can be considered secure. Ground fire is received
on all approaches to the landing pad from numerous vantage points by unfriendlies,
who have made contirmous attempts to infiltrate the site. The final phase of the
helicopter landing is most critical because speeds are approaching that of a full t

hovery presenting an excellent target for small arms fire.
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(U) The approach over the trees began normally with rotor RFM stable.

Approximately. 200 feet from the intendsd landing the aircraft suddenly experienced

a power loss and began to settle. The crew chief called, "pring it up, you

are in the tree's". The pilot a~plied full power but the aircraft continued to
settle. He stated that at this time he felt he could have possible reached

the landing site by dropping the nose of the aircraft. However the other air-
craft was parked in such a way as to maoke a collision between the two inevitable.
He elected to land short in the trees. The aircraft settled straight down with
its rotor blades cutting off the top of an 80 foot tree. The hull of the Ch-3C
broke off another tree directly uncerneath and it came to rest on its left

side, partially held up by the remodning trunl; of this tree.

(V) The top of the broken tree had torn into the rear section of the

left engine and adjoining part of Lhe fuselage. Other tree stumps and rocks
J £ &

tore several large holes in the underside, demaging most of the system com=-

ponents in lower compartments. One of the sain rotor blades cut through the

tail boom and drive shaft, and the aft rart of the boom with the tail rotor

‘and stablizer separated.

(U)’ Both the pilot and co-pilot stated that they could not explain
the sudden scttling ol the aircraft. They said that the approach appeared
4o be normal throurhout. Research of the aircraft history revealed no
indication of mechanical difficulties that might have caused a power loss.
Ground crews at the site said they had heard sporatic ground fire throughout
the day? An inspection of the wreckage showed both engines had sustained
considerable foreign object demage, most probably all resulting from the

impact with the trees.
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It was not possible to determine if battle damage existed, as

(V)

damage to the underside of the aircr
disintegrated. It is unlikely that all parts of the rotor blades will ever

and to the rotor blades had nearly

be found because of the dense jungle.

(#)

had flown into Lima Site

The pilot was well exrerieénced in helicopter operations and
85 eipht times prior to this flight, with weabher
Roth pilots were current and well qualified.

always being a problem.
(ﬁ) Due to the inaccessability of the area, the aircraft's position

in the jungle, the elevation ard associated poor weather, recovery of the

aircraft was not recommended. The possible loss of additional resources is

not worth the risk involved as the aircraft is

ot
repair.(/’)

probably damaged beyond econormical
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lNorthern Lacs vas termincted. With the loss of this mission,

support of controlled American sources (CiS) activities declined

(ﬂ

Lightly due te an increase in mission suppert to IMilitary Ass-

istance Command-vietnaz, Special Cbservations Group (MACVSOG).
, -

T % 4 R o - S m A -4 7 - 3 3
Iogistical support was provided vo TACAN sites located in

Thailand and leoss. In addition, the suprort of United States

’ !
Special Forces training in "51laﬁd increased during this period.(34)

(U) In May, Lieutenant Colorel William B, Skinner replaced
ILieutenant Colensl Jorn M, Steen o3 squadron cormander., Colenel

{o the Ceputy Cormander, Speacial

Steen
Lir Cperations, ihth ACW, Idsutenant Colenel James A, McMullen
became second in comrznd of the 20th as Special Assistant to

the commander,

mission effectiveness men-

—

(7) The cxpected decrsase ix

tioned in the last history did cccur to some extent, but was
not as ssvers as expected due Lo replacement personnel arriving

Some loss

crnel resulted in a number

5. The 20th is currently




80

~t

under +he direction of Colonel David C. Collins, Deputy Cormander,

Special Air Cperationsc Within the 20th, Lieutenant Colonel
Frark A, DiFiglia becare the chief of Ub-1F Cperations. He
relieved Lieubenant Colonel Thomas C., Bass, who rotzted to CONUS.
Tieubensnt Colonel Robert J. Wickwire became chief of Ban Me
Thout operations
{U) The organizational structure was revised to locate
fiights A, B and C at Udorn with CH-30 sircraft, and flights
D, E, F and G a% Tan Son khut and Kha Trang with UH-1F aircraft.
UH-1F Maintenance is now directly under the commander of the 20th
instead of the Chief of Ub-
‘G) Due to the incrense Lo persomi:l end eircraft, Flight

er, the mission of D, E, F and

(%} Durirz this reporting period, one CH3 heliccpter wes

assigned to support an F=i11 accldent inve stigation team. Trans-—

thailerd. This effort utilized one helicopler

&,
A L SR T ot T2 e o e O 5

(43 Durinz the period, Lieutenzat Colks nel Shirrel G.

7/ & b 5

? T g 3 Mt e NN e sippreaaf 7 1 A T 3 -
YVartin and his CH3 crew successfully rescued an A-1E pilot

-

whose @ireraft was shot dovn in centrdl Lacs while escorting
two CHE3 helicoriers. The pilot parachuted into tall trees

penetrator to accomplish the

ard in close




upon to support the recovery of an A-1E zircraft that had crash
landed 24 miles northeast of Udorn RTAFE, Transportation was
provided for accident investigetion personnel, as well as
armament and maintenance persornel., Using the CH-3C external

was successfully

welgint was £600 pounds, with

e RN ORI I . 1+ 1 s +
rolding point and the horizontal

- ~d 3 T
removed b tha

stebilizers renoved,

N

theee seperabe wissicns the squedren transported
nTe arens ip northern Leos. A totel of
1,112 refugees were roved zlong with 24,350 pounds of personal
belongings.

g{) Moy <4, CH=3C ajrcralt 681 was launched on a mission
in support of = Thei T--28 crash in the vicinity of Chieng Mai,
Thailand. After aprreximstely one hour of flying, the crew

that they were making

4 safe landing was accomplished

L )

110 miles west of

(£) Helicopter &92 was launched 2t 1815L to recover the
crew and possengers from bhe downsd sircraft, After minor dif-

3 : e T - ] . B E 4 3
r due to darkness, Lhe dowrx ol t wees located, 01l
1
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ission, Temporary repairs

= 7 Vpul g o A P e e Sam oy o
wes leaking ilrom & I2UUAng on Uac trdn
o O

H

ough terrain, it wes

were made, buh becausze of the darx<ness ard
J

decided to leeve the aircraft until
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positive fix on the trensmission leak could be mzde, Two

5

American and four Thai air Foliceren remszined with the downed

aircraft. Orvew and passengers Tfrom 692 and 681 returned to

Udorn. Another aircraft carrying meintenance personnel was dis-

sached the Folliowing morning to repair the downed vehicle and

"

complete the Chieng ¥

ng
(ﬂ? June 271 three =zirvecrait were sent to a forward coperating
tion and exfiltration missions,
At the first lending zone two teams wers to be put in and one o
taxen oub. The lezd helicopter, with Msjor William H, Chambers

I e S . < ST a2 -~ Iy Ead - pow -
and Major James S. Villotti, lended for one teem exchange.

E

o

r Jay 2. Overg and

v, waiting to approach
nd autoratic weapons
opter., It received a total

one through the fuselage,

(36)

0 aTY - A e P A e B P RaTa v T - = s Y
safely o the forward base and subsequently recovered to Udorn.,

(4) Acconmlishmente et Udorn for this period were as follows:

-l




Sorties Flown 1425

Passengers Carried 5035

Cargo Carried {tons) 38,2

Averare Cperational Ready Rate 87.,6%

Lverage Alrcrsft Utilization Hate 26.9 hours per zircraft
Aircraft Utilization Authorized 50 hours per aircraft

TiN SON NHUT OF

() The primery miseion of the Ui1F detachment at Tan

e rilm Delivery for

Son Nhut Air Dase

the 12th and 16th Tactical Reconraissance 3gnadrons, with a ,

secondary mission of VIP and Utilily.

(U) Perscrnel at Tan Son Khwt remsined three vpilots, N

three maintensnce mechanics and one civcraft dispatcher, all

on TUY,

(90 The zircreft continued to be fragged through 7th
Lir Force Strike Plans as recuired on flights to Bien Hoa,

Phu Ioi, Lai Zhe, Dao Trang Sup, Cu Chi, Duc Hoa, Xuan
loc, Black Horee, ILuscombe. Vung Taw, Zear Cat end long Bien,

(;ﬁ 4 evacuabicn sorbtie was flown in conjunction
with 2 £ilm delivery wission foril 30, Capizin Juday was
following Highway One, two miles west of Xuan Loc, when he noticed
ari a number of trucks stopping around it,

cleser lcok to see if he couwld be of assistance,

)

The one injurec man bveside the vehicle was taken by the helicopter
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to Udorn to spend evcessive time at Mha Trang. Other routes take

1

o : 3G}
from three to soven days. (39

elicopter mechenics is still a

problem in the field of excessive amounts of duty performamce.
This problem could bz preventcd In the future by making the

1

asic crew of the UH-1F two gunrers with armement AFSCs and

o3

vs from the AL3IXO carcer field,

'

ne crew chief on fiving sta

qé) A1l new

O

have bheen firs ilot

Fowever, a number of them have not -

membor for two weeks, or

fully combet qualified, he

for one week on the primary

"Dariel Roone! mission. It woild recduce the amount of training

necessery if pilots would atbend CCTS av Huriburt AFE, Fla,, and

fly with the crews rather than undergo individual training,
(¢) Sight UH-1T sircraft were received during this

‘e SHAOR 56

great deal of

[y

ality Control

Deficiency Report wes submitted on sireraft 165. The aircraft
srrived with 28 discrepancies, 20 of which were grounding items.




Hearly 300 manhours were required to put the aircraft in
commission.\

(y) Kateriel Control ordered some of the parts for the
new aircraft, while others were procured from the Army by use
of the interservice agreement, Approximately 20 percent of
the supply items caxe {rom the &rmy. This interservice agree-

sunderstanding between the Army and Air

_}

ment Jed to a2 small mi

los]

Force, B=50 at Ben Me Thuot received a message in which the

Chief of Army Iogistics stated they had no responsibility for

logisticel support of attached Air Force units. It was later
PP

learred that the message applied only %o ammunition and fuel.

bench steck supply items such as cotter keys, safely wire and
bolts, which were extremely hard to obtain.

PAN ME THUQT OFrRATIONS

(f) There zre presently 10 UH-1Fs at Ban Me Thuot. Two
sirceraft are used as epares, one as a silck, the other a gunship.
(ﬂ) 4s the quarter be “Green Hornets"” were continuing

their operatiors frem the temporery camp at Ban Me Thuot (east)
field. By mid-fipril, as a result of living in tents, approx-
fimately half the versornel in camp were affected with gastro-
intestiral upscis. On June 11, the long awaited move to the
new permanent camp was made. Morale shot up immediately.

Y The UH-1F »rimary operation &b Pan Me Thuot in support
/ - IS

of "Daniel Boous! remeins hiphly classified. Only nine days

icn., During the remeining
t - L




T

time the "Green Hornets" worked in conjunction with the 5th

6]

~-5G, under cperational control eof

(ﬂ} Using o revised concept of inserting recornalissance
natrols and "Hornet Forces' composed of 34 men serving as
reaction forces, the Ul-1Fs made 13 exfiltrations, of which
ons was by McGuire Rig, Thirteen enery FOWs were capitured

icld wounded were cvacuated by the "Green Hornets."

from enery fire, had three aircrew

o
e

miles soubhwast of an ke Thuot, Derkness had set i: when the

N

cn the gcene. The gunship went down to

covide close fire suppressicn and then Major Eldridge
IS 2 J &

ra)

irsht on to find a place to

land. He noticed & hole in the Junrlie canopy and letdown
through it. Unable to reach the ground, he hovered with his

( On April 22, two gzunships were launched to come to

he z2id of an Army Hornet Force from the Special Forces "AM

e

Cemp a®t Duc Lep, under the direciion of the Forward Air Controller

3

at the scene., The gunships rolled in and effectively suppressed

the eneny fire,

gij On M2y 3 the squadron used two gunships and three

B

Y,



slicks to\liberate 10 irdiginous personnel who had been pris-
oners of the Viet Congo

§8§ The camp at Ban Me Thuot came under 2romy fire by
morter Mey 6. During a pause after three mortar impacts, two

of

[

ne - uadren gunsnips were lounched.,  The camp was under fire

®

from 0130 o 033C, i enemy mortar round hit the ammo storage

area next ©o B=50 and shrapnel and live rounds from the ensuing

3 v

axplosions czused considerable damage,
During the abback the Viet Cong used different tactics
s &

than the 20th had encountered previously. The enemy had the

s

field encircled with mortar tubes, two in each firing pesition.

45 the gumshirs opprosched, the enemy would not fire until the

.

L their position, meking it extremely

“umber twe gunsbhip

“ard to locate their nositionz, levertheless, the two "Green

(40)

v

Jorpets? each krocked cub & mortar position.

}56 UH~1F accouplishuents for the quarter were: (A1)

Hours Flowr 2524.3
¥ssicns Fragged 1042
Sorties Flown 6095
Tassengers 6976
Corgo (Lons) 119.3
Rounds 7.62 Expended 707,600
2,75 Rockehs Iumendad 2063




AT, T AT AT QYD TG
B HELICCCTEE, SORTINS

Infiltrat 3
Pafiltral o 3

Army Sup; v
TiC Move:

AF Suppor-

1

Med hvac
AWARDS

(U) Decoratior

for “he quarter were one Air
seven o stinguished Flying
(with "Vv" Device), 12 . ir Medals,

and three Furple Hearts.
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1. TInterview ©y Ceptoin John B
Skidmore, 20th I 1i t
Histerian with Iieute:

20 onel
James L. Mclinllen, Speclal Lssilst-
ant to the Commander, 5 July 196€.

2. Interview by 20th Helicouter
Squadron Historian with Lieutenany
Colonel Thomas C. Basg, Chiel UHIS
Operations R20th Helicopter Squad-
ron, 3 April 1968.

3, Historical Reports, 20th Held-
copter Sguadron, Udorn “11;9, Thoi-
land April, ley, June 1968 by 1

i fgVal

inthony B, Azure, Hiscorical Uriicer,

z .

6. Inberview by 20th Ielicoplter

. Squadron Historian with Capuain

ist
Jackie D, Durgess UH1D saintenance
Officer, 5 Jul

Ricialon v

7o

2. of Cormencatilon, 200th
Helicops Squadron from .ajor
A1fhed M. Paddock, Jr., U.3. Army
dated 11 June 1968

9. Historical Interview by 20th
HellCOﬁLe¢ Squadren Iisborian T
¥ajor Henry A. ung Ten Son
Detachment Commonder.

_.L

s -

0
v
n

Rt

T AT T ACT A DT
ARNOTATED u.LBL\,GIuLLJHi

1., The interview covered organilza-
tion structure, problems, recon-
~enced solutions and discussion of
classified information.

2., The intervicw covered problems,
recormended solutions and discussion
of classified information.

3, These reports are classified
Secret. Location: 20th Helicopter
Syundron Safe, IHstorical File.

LA R

/. These revorts are classified

onfidential., Iocation: 20th Heli-
ovter Squadron Safe, Ban Me Thuot
Situation Reports.

5., This ig classified Confidential
ond it covers the day-to-day opera-
tions ab Ban Ic Thuot. ILocation:

14 saton Commanders desk Ban lle Thuot

4. Interview covered problens, recom-
nenced solutions and discussion of
TH-1T Maintenance.

7. This report covers the discre-
o<
-

nancies on aircralt 165. Location:
TH1T Vairntenance File.

¢, This interview covered the opera-
ticn at Tan Son Mhut.

is ma uz is classified Con-

al and is being prepsred for

reproduction. Locatl n: 20th Heli-
Souacron Safe.




11. The use of helicopters in sup-
port of Radar and Coms/Havigations
Sites in Southeast Asia December 1964
- June 1968.

12. 7th Air Force Opsrations Crder

509-68, 20th Helicopter 8¢
September 1967.

dated

13

Book.

1.

dated April

Mov hiy i

.uv""u; n U

June 19568,

T =r

‘u..) »

“
‘_!il

g
o

nadron

[P A OR RO AN )

UE-1F Awards and Deoccorations

Sorties:

flak SN S, on A
Status and

D April,

r

Attached.

order is classified Secret.
20th Helicopter Sguadron

Book lists awards and decora-

tions of the 20th Helicopter Squad-
ron. Ilocation: Awards and Decora-
tions Desk 20th Helicopter Squadroen.

13.

14. These reports are clasgified
Secret SPECAT Air Force Byes Only.
Tocation: 20th H611copter Sguadron
Safe, Reports File

15

.

reports provide statistics
Yay and June
and are unclassified. Location:
Helicopter Squadron Operations

These

f6r the months April,
1968
20th
ile.




,‘acC\II)ly LimMnmisavngl - rCy vavy

QITONTING DY ¢ REPORT cUNTg,OL BYHMIOL

qu;}

4

HISTORICAL DATA RECERD §raon §7e AU-DS
Lo rddnn 68 P20 T b8
EROM: (NAME AHD LOCATION o7 UNIT ,uawnwc THiz RErorT) § T08
. 20th Helicopter Squa.dron 14th 4ir Commando Wing (DXI)
' Lth Air Commando Wing (PACAF) APO San Francisco 96205 .
APO San Francisco 96205
~ . !
i

17 MORE SPACE 19 NIENED YoM ANY JTZW, ATTACUY ADDITEONAL IHELTS INDICATING APPLICASLE 1TEM NUNMBER,

SECTION 1 ASSTGRMENT
MMOB AIR CTOMMAND INUMBERED AIR FORCH AIR DIVISION §WING GROUP
PACAF 7th Air Force Uth Air Comrando Wing
SECTION 11 SUBORD IHATE UNITS
“There are seven flights located at three operating locations. "AM, "BY, and "C®

" flights are located at Udorn RTAFB, Thailand.

HD"’
-located at Tan Son Nhut and Nha Trang AB;, RVN,

wEi, WEM and “GU flights are

SECTION 111 MISSIONS

A. PRIMARY "A" "B" and “C" flj r'h‘tu e

* counter—-:.nuurwnc activities and transportation.
AULE - unconvemtional We..LfG. ¢, reconnalssance film courier,
. aining, logistical support of Us . he Fo

" psychological warfare,

HD!I’ IIEII, "F“'&Lnd IIGN
base defense, SAW
units or U. S. sponsorcd activites,

B. SECONDARY (OR OTHER)

IIAH, "B", llEll,

and WC" flights - Civic Action, utility and rescue, "DY, NFR, and UGY
flights - VIP courier, utility and rescue,
SECTION 1V PERSONEEL
STATUS OFFICRRS ATRMEN CIVILIANS TOTAL .. -
ASSIGNED 83 179 2 261
AUTHOR I 2ED " 90 1 231 In 325
ATTACHED ’H .
SECTION Y EQIIPHE HT
A. AIRCHATT > ] 3. WEArOHS (1NCLUDING MISSILES)
CH 3-C~7 ’ 20 ~ 7,62 mini~guns
UHIF - 23 14 - 3.75 Rocket Launchers
} 13 - M~60 Machine Guns
e D. OTHER
g,—wxcs
N
N/A
2 A FOON . - Ve tan R L A RO B
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1. (U) During the quarter Iicutcnant Colonel Milliam B. Skinner replaced
Iieutenant Colonel Jehn M. Steen as Commander of the 20th Helicopter Squadron.
The transfer of cormand took ploce in Iy with Lieubenant Colonel Steen being
reassigned as Special Assistant to the . vyuty Commander, Special Air Opers-
tions, 14th Aif Cemmonde Wing. sbonant Colonel James A, lMclullen became
socond in command of the 20th as Special Aosictant Yo the Commander. (1)

2 (ﬂﬁ The potenvicl loss in micoion cf.,chncno"‘~ that was mentioned in
the last history did occur to souc cxtent, but was not as scvere as expected
due to replaccment personnel arziving approxlmabolv one month earlier than

in the past. Some loss of cifecilveness was experienced because some person-—
nel had to be used without adecuate time off, thug reducing their efficiency.
However, when it is concidered the anproximatzly 50% of the personnel in the
UH1F Operation rotated to t“c OCIUS during this period it is a credit to

'

their replacerents trat a eater reduction of effectiveness did not oceur.

(1) (2)

(U) The large changeover of
izational and personncl chunzos. .
direction of Colonel Dﬂvid C. Colling - Dermiy Commander, Special Alr Opera-
tions, 14th Air Comnrado Wing. ‘ithin the 20tvh Ideutcnant Colonel Fronk A.
Di Figlia became Chicl of UMY Cperations whus relieving Lieutenant Colonel
Thomas C. Bass who rmtetcd ta the 0GTUS,  ideubenant Colonel Robert J.
Wickwire became Chiei of Dan ile Thuot Ceerations. The rganizational struc-
ture was revised with IIL’*'S AR 9B g "OY being located at Udorn RTAFD
with CE3C aircraft. Flights "D, "It, "M and ”U“ arc located at Tan Son Nhut
and Nha Trang AB, RVl with UH1F aircralt., UHIF TaLntenancc .s now directly
under the Commander of the 20th instcad of the Chief of UM ? Operations. The
attached diagram shows the new organizational structure. ﬁ)

anel did result in a number of organ-
, 20%h lelicopter Squadion is under the

W

Ve

L. (U) Due to the increace in personnel and aircraft Flight "G" was formed
at Nha Trang AG, HEVN. Bowever, the mission of npt, MEM, “EM gnd "GM flights
remained the same as during the previous repo orting period. (1)

5 Q$3 The mission of the 20th Helicopter Squadron at Udorn RTATB, Thailand
changed during this period. Thc requirement to provide logistical support to
a highly classifiecd mission dn glorthern loos was terminated. With the loss

of this mission, support activities
e to an dincrease in mission support to lalitary Assistance

declined slightly dw iz

Command - ViOuQJ‘, Speci:l Gporavions Grov) (“uﬂVuLu}. Logistical support
was provided to TACAN sites loceted 1n fhoiland and Laos. In addition, the
support of United Stabes Special Forces training in Thailend increased

ate
during this period. (3)

6. (¢3 During this period onc UH3 hclicop cr was assigned to support an
F-1171 accident investigation teoam.  Transnortefion was provided for the
hi

investigation team members to ond from the crash site located in Thailand.
This effort utilized one helicopter continuously for a period of six days.

(3)




7. (£) During this period, Lt Colonesl Shirrel G. ¥Martin and crew success-—
fully rescued an A1L wxlou whoze aircraft was shot down in Central Laos while

escorting two Ci-3 holicoptors. The nilot parachuted into tall trees require-
ing the use of the rcscue holst and the tree penctrator to accomplish the
escue. While inder constant small avus fire and in close proximity to a 37mm

anti-aircraft gun, the dowaed pilot o only through the courage and
determination of Li Colomel Irtin and sig crew. LHild action occurred follow-
ing the successiul inliltracion o- a . roadwascn team. (3)

3. ) The "Pony Exuress" was called wpon to support the recovery of an A1E
airc af4 that had crashed landed 24 miles Fortheast of Udorn RTAFB, Transpor-
tation was provided for accildent investigation pruonﬂbl, as well as armament
and maintenance personnel. Using the CH-3% cxternal cargo sling, the 4400
pound A-1%E engine wad succeszfully corried o Udorn RTAFB. The following
day the A1E fuselage was Succ essfully returned to Uhoru RTAFB, Dstimated
weight was 6600 pounds, with the wing tips rermoved at the wing folding point.
and %he horizontal and vervical stabilizers rcumoved. This is another example
of the various miscions accompliched by the 20%h Helicopter Squadron. (3)

2T soions the 20tk Helicopter Sguadron CH-3E heli~
copters transported Loatdon refugees to safe areas in Horthern Laos. A total
of 1112 refugecz were moved along with 24,350 pounds of personal belongings.

(3)

10. (ﬂﬁ On 24 May, O30 aireralt 6$1 was launched on a mission in support
of a Thai T-28 crash in the wvicinity of Chiong Hai, Thailaond. After approxi-
mately one hour of flying tire the crew reported a main transmission oil leak
and that they were mazdng a DPCbulbLOﬂaPV landing. A safe landing was accom-
plished without damag> to Tie aircraft approximatc ly 110 miles west of Udorn.
Another helicopter, 692 with Major Villoutl and Mojor Hall was launched at
1815L to recover an ~“cv amd passengere from the dovned aircraft. After
minor difficulty due vo ﬂorkn 53, the downed aircraft was loca ted. The Trans
mission oil leak was “rom a ins on the tranemission, Temporary repairs
were made, howcver duc Lo darkness and the onroute terrain, it was decided to
leave the aircraft until the nexwt norning when a more positive fix on the
transmission leak could Lc uude Two Amorican and four Thai Air Policemen
remained with the downed aircraft and 692 and the crev and passengers from
681, returned to Udori. lno nesxt morning another hircraft with a maintenance
crew was diopatchod to repair and recover the downed aircraft, and to com-
plete the mission te Chiang vai. Two Americans from Udorn were killed in the
T.28 crash. The mission was to recover their remains. (3)

9. ($) On three sepnrate ni

11. (§) Two CH3C helicopters were dispatched to transport a gemerator to
- TACAN Channel 79. Just prior to reaching Channel 79, Major Hall in 582 had
- a awrdliary servo malfunction. & hydraulic linc in the auxiliary servo

systen hadyruptured. Major Hall made a londing at IS 93. A new hydraulic
line was flown in. The c then completed their mission and returncd to
Udorn without further difficulty. (3

12. (¢) On 21 June threec aircraft were sent to a forward operating site to
accomplish several infils and exfils. At the first landing zone two teams

2




were to be put in and one taken out. The lead helicopter Major Chambers and
Major Villotti landed to off load end on lozd one team, The second helicopter,
Major Oberg and Captain Fulmer, orbited nearby, walting to approach to the

same IZ. Small arms and autcmetic weapons fire was directed at the second
helicopter. It received a total of five hits; two through the cockplit, one
through the fuselage, one in the tail oylon, and one in the packet of a main
rotor blade, Major Cverg was hit in the face by flying plexiglass, but was

not seriously injured., &11 three aircraft returned safely to the forward
base and subsequently recovered to Udorn. (3)

13 QS? During this reporiing period the accomplishments at Udorn were as
follows: (3) (15)

Hours flown - 1231
Sorties flown - 1425
Pagsengers carricd -~ 5035
Cargo carried - 36.2 tons
Average operavional ready rate - 67 6%
Average aircraft utilization rate~ 88,9 hours per aircraft
Lireraft ubtilizetvion authorized - £0 hours per aircraft
Te @ﬁ During this reporting period the primary mission of the UH-1F
Detachmont at Tan Son Nhut AB, RV remained Reconnaissance Film Delivery for

the 12tk and 16%5h Tactical Reccmnaissence Squadrons with a secondary mission
of VIP and Utility. {(9)

15. (U) Personnel ab Tan Son Nhul, TDY, three pilois, three maintenance
mechenics and one aircraft dispatcher. (9)

16, ) The aircraft was fregzsd through Tth Air Force Strike Plans as
required on flights to Blen foa, Pau Loi, Lal Khe, Dau Tieng, Trang Sup, Cu
Chi, Duc Hoa, Zuan Loc, Bleck Horse, Luscembe, Vung Tau, Bear Cat and Long
Bien. (9)

o B

17. ) During this period twelve VIP flights were flown. The following
is a Partial list of VIP passengers. (9)

General J. D.

7
]
i

General W. W.
Major General

Major Gensral

Mejor General

(¥
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Brig General Seith - Chief of Staft 7a¥F
3rig Genmeral MeLaughlin - Commander &
g 8
18, ) A meédical evacuation sord
/
delivery mission on 30 April. Capt
two miles west of Xuan Loc, RVH wrhen h noticed an overturned jeep with a
t ecided to take a closer look to
s

number of trucks stopping around 1
see if the aircraft could be of assi . There was an injured man
beside the vehicle. Caplain Juday landed, picked up the man and took him
to the hospital at Blacknorse. (9)

19. (ﬂ@ During this period the Tan Son Khut detachment flew 669 sorties
for 198,2 hours.

k t

cannot put more than seven UH~1F gunships into service until additional
mounting yokes can be obtained. The yokes are mounting platforms that fit
under the fuselage of the helicopter and are necessary to attach rocket pods
to the aircraft. It is decirable thot ab leas’t five additional yokes be
obtained as soon as possible. (1)

20. ) (ne of the biggest concerns during this period, is that the unit

21, The biggest problem during this time period has been the lack of
adequate transportation. This is a result of the increased personnel manning
and increased mission commituents. Additional ground vehicles are necessary
ot Ban Me Tauot and Kha Treang., The C-47 from base £light at Udorn RTAFB,

was cut back to one flight per week. This recurired new personnel enroute to
Udorn to spend excsssive time at Wha Trang 4B, Another route would take from
3 - 7 days. (1)

22. (5 vith the eight additional aireraft that were received, sufficient
aireraft are now available to fulfill mission reguirements. (1)

23, Qﬁ) The joint gunner-heilcopter mechanic usage is still a problem in
the fleld as it requires an excessive amount of duty performance. This
problem could be prevented in the future by meking the basic crew of the UH-1F
two gunners with armement A4T3C's and one crew chief, on flying status from

the &431X0 carser field. (1) (2)

&

2o ég) Pilots that are arriving have all been first pilot qualified in. the
gircraft, However, a number of pilots have been arriving without Top Secret
clearances and cannot be used on the primary mission until they obtain a
clearance. iost of the mission training is accomplished at Ban Me Thuot. A
new crewmember must first ride with a mission qualified crewmember for two
weeks, or approximately forty hours. Then before he can become fully combat
qualified he must ride with an instructor pilot for one week on the mission.
Tt would reduce the amount of training necesssry if new crewmenbers would
atbend CCTS at Hulburd AFB, Florida as crews and fly as creus rather than
obtaining individual training., (1)

25, (¢) Eight UHAF aircra £t wore roceived during this period for a total
of twenty-thres aircraft. The SwAOR 56 "Lucky Tiger" modifications have now

o
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been completed on all twenty-three aircraft. The newly arrived aircraft

required & great deal of manhours to be put in operating condition. A

Quaelity Control Deficiency Report was submitted on aircraft 165. The alrcraft .
arrived with thirty-eight discrepancies, twenty of which were grounding items.

Approximately 300 manhours were required to put the aircraft in commission.

(6) (7)

26, Qf) Material Control ordered all parts and meny parts were procured
from the Army, by use of the interservice agreement that was established
between the services., Approximately 20% of the supply items came from the
Army. This system seems to be working better however, the UHIF maintenance
was unable to obtain damper rods, control tubes and inlet filters. B-50 at
Ban Me Thuot received & message in which the Chief of Army Logistics stated
they had no responsibility for logistical support of attached Air Force units.
Tt was since learned vhat this meant only amumunition and fuel. (4) (6)

ce preblem that oceurred during this reporting
period was the fact that bench stoc: ems such as cotter keys, safety wire
and bolts, were extremely hard to o n. &4nother major problem is that OJT
training is extremely difficult because instructors and students are seldom
together as a result of operating from remcte locations. (6)

7. (U) The biggest maintenan
en

28, ) Ten UH~1I''s are located at Ban e Thuot. Two aircraft are used as
spares, one as a slick and the other as a cunship.

29. g{) From the beginning of the quarter the "Green Hornets" continued to
operafe from the temporary camp at San lie Thuot (Bast). By mid April, as a
result of living in tents under poor living conditions, gastro-intestional
upsets became very prevalent. AU one time approximately one-half of the
personnel in camp were affected. On 11 June the long awaited move to the new
permanent camp was made. The morale of the 20th personnel raised tremendously
wvith the move as a result of having modern facilities at their disposal. (5)

(8)

30. ) Transportation for the 20th Helicopier Squadron at Ban Me Thuot is
pecorxing a problem. The jeep being used is borrowed and the forward air
conbrollers have requested e returned. Therefore, it is a urgent require-
ment to obtain a vehicle ca ¢ of towing power units, light carts and
trailers for ammo and rockets expedite launch or turn-around between
missions. At least two jesps or ome jeep end one weapens carrier should be
made available. Another regquirement is for scme type of mobile communications
equipment, permitting the mission cormarder and/or the maintenance NCOIC to
monitor missions in progress and direct aircraft movements such as launch,

recall, repositioning etc., it is recommnended that a jeep containing communi-
- cations equipment such as thoge used by 4L0's and other tactical air support

7 rd overating locations be obtained as soon
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as possible. Failure tc oblain adequate trancportetion will increase the
orobability of degradad mission effectiveness and could cause additional
X & :

complications in coordinating ané execubting the complex operation. (4)
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highly classified. However, only nire days vere spent in the support of the
"Daniel Boone" operation. During the remaining time the "Green Hornets" in
conjunction with the 5th Special Forces, Detachment B~-50, under operational
control of Firsht Field Forces Vietnam, conducted intensive reconnalssance,
reaction, search and destroy operations in the Ban ¥e Thuot and Duc Lap areas
of the Republic of Vietnam. Using & revised concept of inserting reconnais-
sance patrols and "Hornet Forces", which are composed of thirty-four men
serving as reaction forces, the UHIF's made thirteen emergency exfils, of
which one was by licGuire Rig. Thirteen enemy POH's were captured and thirty-
nine battle field wounded were evacuated by the "Green Hormets™. The huey
sireraft sustained twenty-two hits from enemy fire, had three aircrew members

ounded and were credited with thirty-seven enemy kills. (4) (5)

31 (%) The UHIT primary operaticn in support of "Daniel Boone™ remaine

32, (U) On 9 May UHIF 925 was invelved in a fire incident while refusling.
Due to mission requirements the hueys are reguired to refuel with engines
rupning. While refueling o pressure surge in the refueling hose caused
excessive spray to be foreced out the refueling recepticle, it ignited and
burned the aircraft around the filter, bulkhead and generator before it was
extinguished., There were no personnel injuries. 14ACW0I 5535 has been
modified to have the refueling crew check the pressure in the line before
starting to refuel, and to turn the generator switch off and leave the
battery switeh on during refusling. This will allow a greater safety margin
on combat refuelings in the future. (4) (5)

33. Qﬁ The men and machines of the 20th Helicopter Squadron located at

Ban Me Thuot were called upon time aznd time agein. On 3 April 1968 Major
Normun I, 8ldridge and crew came to the ald of a beleaguered reconnalissance
team 15 miles southwest of Ban i Thuct. Darkness had set in by the time the
NGreen Hornets! arrived on the scene. The gunships of the 20th went down to
provide close, fire suppression and then Major Eldridge desended and tarned
his search light on to find a place tc land. He noticed a hole in the jungle
cenopy and letdown through it, but he could not reach the ground, therefore,
he made a rope ladder pickup and hovered with his lights on until the team was
on board. On 22 Anril two gunships were launched to come to the aid of a
Army Hornet Force, from the Special Forces "A" Camp et Duec Lap, under the
direction of the forward air controller at the scene. The "Yankee" gunships
rolled in and suppressed the eneuy fire. On 3 May the "Green Hornets" used
two gunghips and three slicks to liberate ten indigenous personnel who had
been prisoners of the Viet Cong. {n 6 lay 1968 at 0130 the camp at Ban Me
Thuot came under enemy mortar firve. Two of the gunships launched durning

a pause after the first three morter impacts. The camp was under fire from
0130 until 0330. The UHIF pilots estimated they destroyed two mortar positions.
One by each crew, before friendly guans and mortars took over, The crews
consisted of Captain Godowski, Captain Tolbert, Sergeant Gubierrez, Alrman
First Class Kehl, Captain HNupen, Captain Daily, Sergeant Lewls and Sergeant
Mushrush., 4n enemy mortar round hit the ammo storage area next to B=-50,
shrapnel and live rounds from the ensuing explosions caused considerable
damage. The two crews worked with Ban lie Thuot Control trying to spot and
destroy additional enemy rocket sites. Results were unknown. During the

By Oy
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previously mentioned atitack the Viet Cong uzed different tactics than the
20th had encountered previously. They had the field encircled with mortar
tubes, two tubes in each firing position. As the helicopter gunships
approached they would not fire until the number two gunship passed their
position. Theréfore, it was extremely hard to locate their positions. On
7 May 1968 the "Green Hormet" gunships were suppressing enemy fire in
support of a Hornet Force ten miles southeast of Ban Me Thuot. Sergeant
Olson a mini-gunner spotted one wounded enemy on the ground "playing dead",
Under the Sergeant's direction the Hornet Force was diverted and captured
the man, During interrogation considerable intelligence was received from
this PCW. On 9 May the UHIF slicks transported 54/100 kilo bags of rice
that a Hormet Force from First Company B-50 had located in a cache 20 miles
southwest of Ban Me Thuot. On 16 June Hornet Forces from First, Second and
hird Companies, on a search and destroy operation twenty miles North of
Pan Me Thuot became engeged in heavy contact with a large enemy force. They
rere recelving heavy automatic weapons and mortar fire from the enemy forces
that had surrounded their position., The "Huey" gunships of the 20th Heli-
copter Squadron were called in and gave mini-gun and rocket support. Three
of the gunships received a total of sixteen hits resulting in two aircraft
being put out of commissicn and three gunners, Sergeants Crowe, Merritt and
Bowling being wounded by the heavy auvtomatic weapens fire they received.
student 06 the commander cf the besieged ground forces stated that he was
extremely short on ammmition and hed wounded that needed medical evacuation
a5 soon as possible, Darkness had now set in and a "Spooky" aircraft was
called in to provide night illumination support. Captain Skidmore, Captain
Juday, Sergeant Niezgockl and Sergeant Cosco volunteered for the med evac
and resupply mission. Two husy gunships provided fire support and the slick
made the approach umdéer the flare illumination. The ammunition was unloaded
and five wounded were placed on board, three of which were in critical con-
dition. The UH{F departed the landing wone and returned the wounded for
madical treatment. {(4) (
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3le Qés The Tollowing is a reczp of UE1F misslons 1 April 1968 through 30
June 1963,
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Type Sorties: Armed Hel ilcopter

Tnfils = R22-

0

Txfils = 248
Visual Recon = 32

Army Base Defense = 26

Type Sorties: Unarmed Helicovter

Infils = 325
Exfils = 363
Visual Rec: = 33

Lrmy Suproct = 259

ey

chel t and crews ab iiho mlkjw ntoo& eleven hours base defense alert.
iiveraft and aircrews at ban Me Thuot are on 24 nour ground alert 15 minute
response. Approximats grownd alert under this condition 16,365 hours. (14)

35, (U) Sergeant Russel .i, Hunt was awarded the Alr Force Cross for
gallentry in comnection with military operations against a heavily armed

enemy force near Dek To, Republic of Vietnam., He was assigned as a helicopter
mechanic aboard a UH-1F helicopter which was attempting to evacuate allied
forces pimned dowm by North Vietnamese troops when it was hit by ground fire
and crashed, Despite painful head and face injuries, Sergeant Hunt retrieved
medical supplies and water from the downed helicopter and administered First
4id to other wounded amidst consbant enemy fire, Sergeant Hunt assisted in
un

carrying the wounded throw~" the jungle to a landing zone where he again
exposed himself to hostilc lire to give vieual landing directions to recovery
helicopters. (13)

36, (U) The following awards and decorations uere awarded to 20th Helicopter

kD
Sguadron personrel during this pericd. 1 Lir Force Cross, 2 Silver Stars,

7 Distinguished Flying Cr  2s, 1 Brenze Star with nyt device, 18 Air Medals,
3 Air Force Commendation 21s and 3 Purple Hearts. (13)
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37. (U)( T?e following squadren personnel were awerded decorations as listed
belows 13

Silver Star
Captain.ﬁichael R. Armgtrong
Captain Paul A. laye

Dictinsuished Flying Cross

Captain atrick C. Hardee
Captain 'dvard A, Young
SSgt Herbert L, Conner
38gt Emile J. Morcier
B3gt Idndell I, West
SgtChester R. Filipski
8gt Donald Re I b uwel

Bropze, Stap With VI Doyiog
Sgt Thomas A, Redld

Purple Heart

SSgt Dennis L. Bowling
Sgt William J. Crowe
Sgt Roneld T, Merritt

28, (U) A letter of cormcndaf

tion was received from lajor Alfred H. Paddock
former commander of E-50. It s 1
a

¢ tha® his affiliation with the 20th began
in June, 1967, at Forward Opere Base Two in Kontum, at which time they
were providing helicopter support for two cles sgified reconnaissance programs.
In Aucust, 1967, the 20%h Helicopter Squadron became the primary supporting
aviation unit for a classified recomnaissance prograll in which he was the
project officer. When the "Green Hornets" moved to Ban Me Thuot in Decenber
1967 they had provided helicopter support for over 100 targets, operations in
whlcn«they inserted end extracted reconnaissance teams deep within enemy-held
territory. On many of these operations, intense enemy ground fire was
girected at the recon tesms and helicopters. 1t is a measure of the courage
and professioraTis“ of both gunship and troop transport persomnel that during
+his entire period only one U.S. reconnaissance team member was wounded in
action. In December, 1,0’75 the 20th lelicopter Squadron Operating Location
moved to Ban Mz Thuot to support Detachment B-5C in the expansion of a highly

3 1




classified recennaissance project. Oper from a temporary camp under
under sustere living conditions, the 20Tn i full scale operations in

a completely new area aiter ﬁ“*y o four-day interval for the move from

Kontum., In bucember they inaugursied the new program at Ban Me Thuot by
participating ifi the successful capture and extraction of an important NVA
prisoner from a prDV1ously considered enemy sanctuary. This operat¢on wa.s
executed with such qulch reaction and professicnalism that the FOW and recon
teem was extracted before the encmy could react and even bring fire upon

them. During the pericd 1 Docember 1967 to 11 June 1968, they have supported
over 170 targets. These targets wers gr adually increased from purely recon-
naissance team missions to heliborne platoon and company size reaction
exploitation operations. Throughout this 61%”~e in emphasis to more offensive
achivity, the 20th adjusted quickly and cont nued their outstanding support,
even in the midst of a large turncver of eyoeﬂlonoed pilets and crew person-
nel., He stated that it had been his extreme pleasure to have been associated
with the finest helicoptsr unit that he had seen in eleven years of pro-

rogsional soldering. (8)

39, (U) A narrative regort on the use of helicopters in support of TACAN/
radar end communication sites was prepared and submitted to 7th Adr Force.
The information was e:tracted Ffpom hishorical data on the 20th Helicopter
Squadron from 1 January 1966 to 15 June 1963 end ic attached to this report.
(11)

0. (U] oher gusdron is preparing another manual of SAW

0
iong ard Tachics. This manual is a discussion of
arned by the 20th and will be included with the next

10
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and gratitude and inve the light of day and once again the
support of TAC air, gunships, and artillery. There is an
insoluble bond rightly formed between the lone small forces

(i

on the ground and the lene "Guardian Angel" in the sky that
is not-supplanted by anything else day or night 9

(#) The Air Force wes credited with 557 estimated KBA and
53J, actual for the battle out of the total 1,113 gﬁemy deadfa‘

Qf) Field commanders have called this the greatest ARVN
victory of the war, and rightly so.‘ The ARVN battalions, the
Montaguard companies, the CIDG and the Mike Force Units of the
Special Forces Group each wrote part of this historical battle.
Their Taults were few, their courage as strong as that expected
of any fighting man. The fact that the CIDGs were fighting with
their women and children by their sides, with the women often
loading guns and carrying ammo, 13 reminiscent of our "minutemen'
at Concord. But in this battle of minds and men, victory went to
those who remsined standing and are still defending the Duc Lap
outpostjal

HELYCOPTER OPERATIONS

(?6 Operations of the 20th 505 remained basically the same
dufing the period. The squadren has seven flights located at
three operating locaticns. "A", "B" and "C" flights are at Udorn
RTAFB, Thailand. "D", "B", "F' and nGi flights are located at Tan
Son Nhut and Nha Trang Air Bases in South Vietnam.®®

(?6 The primery missions of the Thailand based flights is to
su%port ~ counter-

insurgency activities and air transportation. The flights in

South Vietnam conduct unconventional werfare, reconnalissance,
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film courier, base dofense, special alr warfare, training, logis-
tical support of USAF units or US sponsored activities, search and
destroy and ps-chological warfare. Civic actions and rescue are
secondary missione of 2Ll {lishts, while the Tan Son Nhut flights
also acts as VIP couriers.

g{) The unit has 10 CH-3C aircraft and 23 UH-1F aircraft.
Some of the helicopters are equipped with 7.62 mini-guns, 2.75
rocket launchers and M~£0 machine guns.”‘5

g{) The movement of four Ul-1F helicopters, crews and supp-
ort persomnsl to Udorn RTAFB, Thailand, was completed on July 28.
One additional UH-1F and crew was deployed to Tan Son Nhut AB, RVN,
on August 5. The four "Hueys" and crews at Udorn were deployed on
a permanent basis, whilc the two UH-1F's at Tan Son Nhut will con-

166

tinue to be rotated to Nha Trang for support.

(?5 Logistical supperl for TACAN sites in Thailand—
increased during this period with the additional aircraft. Supp-

ort was alsc provided te U.S. Army Special Forces training in

Thailand and to various civic action projects in Thailand.my

(f) During this period, the CH-3 aircraft stremgth at Udorn
reached the authorized level of 10 aircraft. However the average
number or aircraft possessed by the squadron has varied from 5.4
to 5.7 and is due to the appesarance of structural fatigue cracks
in the station 290 bulkhead. One aircraft remained in IRAN and
thrde aircraft remaiancd in the TAF Rapid Aircraft Maintenance
(RAM) team at Udorn. Delays in rcceiving the repair kit has been
the main problem associated with the repair. Actions have been

N e e
f: ; T N
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§37 During this reporting psriocd, the flying accomplish-
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ments at Udern for the CH-3 were as follows:

Passsngerc cerrizd: 4,109
Cargo carried: 202,720 tons
Average operational wmeady rate: 80.4 percent

Average aircraft utilization rate: 76.l, hours per aircraft

Average aircraft utilization rale authorized: 56.6 per air-

g?é The rollowing ie a recap cf UH-1F missions flown during

+he quarter:
UE~L1F hours Fflewn: 5,085.7
10 nours ILown: D ,MCD .

Missions

ﬂ

.62 rounds expended: 627,320

=]
i

Tiltrations: 147

Visual reconnaissance: 19
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Army base defense: 5
Tactical troop movements: 1,380

Unarmed Helicopter

Infiltrations: 420

Exfiltrations: 298

Visual reconnaissance: 6

Army support: 2867

Tactical troop movements: 1,622

Air Force passengelr support: 1,718

Medical cvacuablons: 16

gﬁ) One aircraft and crew at Mha Trang was used for base
defense alert, and aircraft and aircrews at Ban Me Thuot are on
2l,-hour ground alert, 15 minute response. Approximately 18,540
hours ground alert under these conditions for the periodf”

9{) On July 28, the CH-3 flights at Udorn were augmented by
the deployment of four UH-1F helicopters from Nha Trang. After
extensive theater orientation briefings were completed, UH~1F
crews began operations on August 1. UH-1F helicopters have been
effectively utilized for logistical support of - in—country-
_TACAN cites. Fmployment of UH-1F helicopters in the
special ailr warfare role has been restricted to close air support
missions and have not bsen employed on MAC S0G missions for two
pﬁimary reasons: Current S0G target areas are veyond their effec-
tive combat range and SCG missions require overflying at 10,000

- 0 0 - 1 ,‘2
feet or above two 37mm anti-aircralt high threat areas.
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SPECIAL AND STGNIFICANT MTSSTIONS

(#) On September 20 and 21 the 20th SOS provided two CH-3
helicopters_ for a special VIP airlift requirement operating from
Vientiane, Laos. Oa Scptember 20, Laotian Prime Minister
Souvanna Phouma, U.S. Ambassador to Laos Mr. William H. Sullivan,
Mr. Eugene R. Black, Special Advisor to President Johnson on Asian
Economic and Social Development, and a party of 17 Laotian and
American dignitaries were flown to Thalaat, Laos, and returned to
Vientiane. On September 21, Mr. Black and a party of 14 were
flown on an inspection survey of the proposed Pa Mong dam site on
the Mekong River.
§83 On July 21, Captain Walter W, Martin and crew rescued
an A-1E pilot who had bailed out over North Vietnam. The fragged
mission in support- was a routine infiltration of a nine
man roadwatch team followsd by an exfiltration of a 12 man team.
Two CH-3 helicopters escorted by two A-1E aircraft proceedsd to
the target arec located approximately 120 miles east of Nahkom
Phanom near the North Vietnamese border. OShortly after the com—
pletion of the infil/exfil mission one of the escort A-IE aircraft
experienced a runaway propeller. The ~ aircraft vectored
the A-1E to a relatively safe area across the border into North
Vietnam where {the pilot bailed out without difficulty and landed
uﬁinjured in the top of & multi-cancpied jungle. Captain Martin
and his crew brought their aircraft ©to a hover over the tree tops
and lowered the jungle penetrator next to the pilot, who had man-

aged to crawl onto a large limb. The pilot secured himself to the

o~y




penetrator seat and was hoisted te safeby aboard the helicopter.

The entire pickup was accormplished in approximately one minute,

14

e to the zlertness and professional competence of the crew.

ilots flew camera crews and

3

gz’ On September 2, 20bth 803
test evaluators for the test of a captured ZU-23mm enemy anti-
sircraft weapon. The tests were held at Chu Chi, RVN and were
accomplished br U.S. Army persomel firing the weapon while USAF
test officials and camera crows recorded the resulbs. The tests,

of darkness, consisted of

,,A
F
i)
3
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’,J.
3
o)
O
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O

photogravhing the wsapon and the firing from various positions

[N
]._,J
1
W3
(0]
O
)
[

along a programme ire. In the past, the U.5. services

had been unabls to obtain this much needed film for briefing

&)

pilcts and personnel on weapon identification. Th film was pro-

duced by the 600th Photo Squadren from Tan Son Hhut AB.
&53 On September 18, the 20th at Tan Son Nhut flew support
of a classificd weapons test near Dau Tieng, RVN. During this
test, two 20th pilets flew the VIP helicopter containing General
Gsorge S. Brown, Seventh Air Force Commander, and members of the
74F staff. A second and third aircraft were flown by 20th pilots
with camera craws and test svaluators. The test involved a new
type bomb and was cenducted immediately following an enemy mortar
attack on Dau Tieng. The Army flew a combat assault force into
the impact area to accomplish ground observation and bomb damage
assessment. The weapen was delivered by A-1's while F-100s flew
Hie

cover.

(%) During the pericd, the UH-1Fs at Nha Trang were fragged

=
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for special missions to help develop a detection and interception
capebility for low altitude, slow flying aircrait. On July 11 and
12, pilots flew day and night calibration and penetration missions
against Port Call Radar and the Hawk Missile Detachment on Hon Tre
Island under the code name "Find Em". A-37 fighters with "star-
light scopes" were used as interceptors. In support of the "Find
Em" mission 12 sorties were flown fo; 6.6 hours and 21 passengers
were ca.r':r-ied.wi

(§) On August 18, one UH-IF and crew deployed to Deng Ha,
RVN, near the DMZ as direcled by 7AF Hq. The mission was in supp-
ort of operations "Have Fear" and "Swamp Gas". The flying invol-
ved ferrying personnel and cargo from Dong Ha to Con Thien, RVN,
plus cther flights necessary for developing detection and inter-
cept capabilities. During the period from August 18 to September
L, a total of 117 sorties and 41.9 hours were flown. A total of
204 passengers and 1,500 pounds of cargo were carried in support
of these mLs:Lons.“g

(#) ‘he Trang local area mission requirements were placed
on the ZOth'E schedule: during the quarter. Operations plans call
for local area visual reconnaissance flights by UH-1Fs to support
the Joint Defensc Missicn of Nha Trang. The 20th was also requir-
ed to maintain a UH~1F gunship and crew on gunship alert from 1900
to 0600 hours nightly during the period.ﬂq

Y(C) The 20th continued to support "Daniel Boone," which

remains a highly classified cperation. However, only approximate-

1y half of the period was spent in support of the "Daniel Boone™

o “
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operation. During the remaining time the "Green Hornets!" in con-

unction with the 5th Special Forces Det achment B-50, under oper-

»

ational dontrol of the I Field Ferces, Vietnam (U.5. Army) con-
ducted intensive reconnaissance, reaction, search and destroy
cperations in the Ban Me Thuot, Duc Lap and Song Be areas of 1T

Ccrps. The 20th has 10 Ub-1Ts loca“ed at Ban Me Thuot, two as

1 { Y LR T 1 - . .
spares and one as & slitk (vnarmed), and the other as a gunship

(86 Using a revised concept of inserting reconnalssance
patrols and "Horret Forces," which are composed of 34 men, serv-
ing as reaction forces, the UH-1F5 made 41 emergency exfiltrations.
Two enemy POWs were captured and 25 battlefield wounded were
evacuated by the "Green Hornets." The aircraft sustained 4O hits
from enemy firs, five aircrew members were wounded and were the
unit was credited with 123 enemy ills.'

(ﬁ@ The 20th was called upon time and time again at Ban Me
Thuot despite 12 attacks on the camp and extremely poor flying
weather. 01 July 2, gunships assisted a reconnaissance team from
the Duc Iap Special Forces Camp in br reaking contact with a large
enemy force, and were credited with seven confirmed KBAfQZ

gﬁ} On July 25, the "Green Hernets" were launched to come

to the aid of a long range reconnaicsance patrol that had made

W

conbact with an enemy force of at least two platocns. The patrol
had rebre tod into a small depression surrounded by high jungle
growth. o.izing that the team could bz overrun at anytime, the

Tupen, as gunship lead, and Major Klung, his wing-




man, direc:sd mini-gun fire in the team's supp rt. Their firing
passes suc:¢ded in slowlng the enemy advance, but both aircraft
had malfunctions »f their mini-guns and were unable to fire in
the team's suppor.. Instead of pu ling off target, the crews
continued to make passes to draw 2 - wch ground fire away from

the team as possible. At this time, the beleagured team reported

that the enemy was massing his forces 1n an area 50 to 100 meters
/

O

nort - ° their rosition. A rocket pass was made into the enemy
posi . 1. The wteam leader confirmed that the rockets were on tar-
get . - .he cries he heard after each rocket run. Despite the fact

that replacement gunships were still several minutes away, Major

n

Hoover immediately descended into the arsa. Due to the position-
ing of the cusnuy, only one corridor of approach was available.
His approach required a difficult descent under crosswing condit-
ions into a very ccafined landing zone. Sporadic ground fire was
encountered during the entire descent, approach and landing.
Sergeants Schwartz and Miller assisted the team members into the
helicopter and Major Heover departed without receiving additiomal
enemy gun fireflq
Q%) Cn July 31, squadron pilots ~gceived credit for L5 KBA,
one of their largest single totals of ilne year. Two UH-1Fs were
launched tc aid a search and destroy furce from Duc Lap Special
Forces Camp. The force had been surrounded by an ‘s’imated NVA
retiment and had rno avenue of cscape. Despite a 100 foot ceiling
and NVA soldiers within 30 meters cf the friendly force, the UH-1F

]

gunships provided

40 degree mini-gun fire around the team for 30

e

.\_
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rinubes and cleared a path of escape to the north. The weather
started bresking and fighter asircraft were called in. After
approximétely 20 minutes of bombing, the ground force requested
the fighters break off target and the *'reen Hornets! be called
in, ac the bombing was forcing the ¥ & loser to the friendly
115

position.

(ﬁﬁ Captain Codowski located the rear elements of the frien-
1y forces and the two gunships made mini-gun and rockest passes
until they wers no longer receiving ground fire. The ground conm-

ander stated that he thought their situation was hopeless until he

(54

o

v the two gunships break through the overcast. He credited the

W

cunships with the high KB,

PROBIEM AREAS

(?6 The JH~17 verking area at Nha Trang is very congested.

and to

S

A work order vas submntted Lo axlead the parking are:

stabelize the sand adjacent %o the parking remp. This will give

¢}

additional mansuvering space and greatly reduce the possibility
of foreign objz2ct camage in the future.

w

/ ! ‘ o
(U) The construction of a new maintenance facility for the

other maintenance, exposed to nature's

I
P &4

lements."
g/ A great imvrovement was experienced in UH-1F logistic
support during this peried. All parts were ordered through Demand

Processing and approximately 15

-}

ercent of the supply items were

ke




procured frem the Army by use of the inter-service agreement. As
& result of this system, for the first time since the UH-1Fs have
been in Vietnam, no aircraft were out of commission for NORS items.
However, the 20th did experience difficulty in obtaining 6224 Fl
radios as replacement for defective radios. This preblem is the
result of a large number of fixed wing aircraft being equipp:d
with this radio in Southeast Asia, thus depleting the replacement
stock. The FM radio is the primary radic used in air-to-ground
communications and is alsc used as a homing device by the UH-1Fs.

Unless a sufficient supply of I radios is received in the near

|SN

[BR]

future, a mission degradation will be exp " ienced.
(90 One of the biggest concerns during the period is that

the unit cannot put more than seven UH-1F gunships into service

o
1)

until additional mounting vokes can be obtained. The yokes are
mounting platforms that £it under the fuselage of the helicopter

h rocket pods to the aircraft. It is

[¢]

nd are necesgary to atta
desireable that at least 10 additional yokes be obtained as soon

~ —~
* 7

as possible so that a totel of 17 gunships could be put into ser-~

[areas

vice, if necessary.
(p6 Another problem area experienced was lack of air trans-
portation. This is a result of the increase in personnel and mis-
gion requirements. Additional ground vehicles are reguired at Ban
Me Thuot and Nha Trang. The C-47 from base flight at Udorn RTAFB
makes a weekly trip on Thursday. This requires new personnel
enroute to Udorn te spend excessive time at Nha Trang. Another

route would taxe three to asven days. This problem becomes more

Fp

Qe
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Special Operations Sguadron, Udorn Secret, Locavion: 20th Special
RTAFB, Thailand, Jnly August Operations Squadror Safe, Histori-
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4. (U) 'The 20th Helicopter Sguadron was redesignated the 20th Special
Operations Squadron oL 1 Avpust 1905,  (Zee G beries Crdcrs) Lieutenant
Colonel hllll B. Skirner uwas the Commsnder and there werc no signi~

ficant changcs to the orgupimatioral structure during this quarter. (1)

5. (#) The wovement of four UH-LY helicophers, crevs and support person-
nel fo Gdorn RIAFB, Thails snd wes completed on 22 July. COne sdditional UH-1F
and crew was deployed to Tan Son nhub A3, [ on 5 August. The four "Hueys"
and crews at Udern were deployed oo & permenent basis, while the two UH-1F's
at Tan Son Mhut will continus to be rotated Lo Nha Treng, RVN for support.

(1)

3. (3} On 31 July the space for the 20%th uycv“ul Opcraulon, Squadron,
Adwinistration Officer was deleted, wnd after 6 Cctober it will become an
extra duty for squadiron persomnel at Kha Trang, BV, This action was
necessary for USAF manning purposos. (1) ‘

-~ pergonnel statio cned at Udorn

VAN (¢ The Personnel Hecordg al
w1ll be transferred from Hha Tra

1..1
Lo}
<

5. (#) The mission of the 20%th Speeial Uperations Sguadron at Udorn RTATB,
Thailland remained unchanged during this reporting perlod. The primary
commitments were support of
fdlitary senistonece U
S0G). Logistical wsupy
increascd during thie
Speci.al Forces training in uhall
in Thailapd. (3)

1 locabted in “hailand and Lags
was also p”ovxdoa to U. S. Arny
and to various civic actlon projects.,

tneoial Operations Group (+140
a

ereit sbrengtn at Udorn reached the

. Qeds
authorized level of ten ui?crﬂft. Acwever the average number of aircraft
possessed LY the Squadren has 1 from 5.4 to 5.7, and is due to the
appearance Of structural fz i~1c cracks in the Station 290 bulkhead. One
§ three eircreit remained in the 7th AF Rapid
he

t
aireraft remained in LRAM and
Airceraft Maintenance (RALL) beam et Udorn. Delays in receiving repair kit

has been the main proble sosocisted with the repalr. The Ci=3 Systetis
Support Manager, Warnor Robbins Alr sateriel Airea has taken action to

regolve the repair kit delivery problem. (3)

o
1)
‘~|
;..v
.
i

- (T}
P

o L

sgion 1n Centrsl Laos, one

re failure. The pilot bailed
e fa or James S. Villotti

red pilot. (3)

. o u-
41l escort aircrafi ex perienced complete engl
out, without d'"’i01lty, ond londsd in tall tr
and crew accomplished a honst reccoue of the unin

8. (U) During this per' intenance section at Udorn was required
& emgo ab o small landing strip 1n

4o aceomplich o main ur pioslon chang
Theilend. Major sdwin i : o precoutionary landing in al rice
paddy, at night, due e} sesion chip detector light. Investi-

gation revealea meuval part in © uruhwm¢u51un 0il. The next day,
after draining and flushing vhe main t“unsmission, the aircraft was flown
eight miles to a cmall landing strip., 4 nevw transmission and necessary
support equipment wa flown in oy a U-12 ihe main transmission change

was acccnpllwncd Ln iuur doys anc the aircraft returned to Udorn. (3)

1y

9]
Udorn omotljc in the near future. (1)

P
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9, )%/ On a three ship mmission into Southern
Laos two (NS -ction teams vere t. be infiltrated into the same
landing zone. The first helicopver lancod without encountering small arms
fire, but as the second helicopter appr«ached the landing zone small arms

fire was encountered which struck the C. -3 helicopter. Two rounds pene-
trated the cockowt arca, however neithe - pilot was hit. The pilot Major

. Jay R. Ober reccived a su uperficicl fac: cut due to flying lexiglass.
. v [
' The first helicopter depzrted the landi. ¢ zone without incident and all

three aircraft returned safely to a for rard ope rating base in Southern

Laos. Inspection of the aircraft revea 2d fiv e bullets had struck the
aireraft inflicting minor damage. JThe lircraft was flown back to Udorn

ithout difficulty. (3)

10, (§) On 20 June, Major Welter L. H:lm was mission commander of a two
ship MAC SOG exfiltration mission in Yo -th Vietnam, Enemy forces had made
intermittent contact with the grovnd team during the previous two days.
Approximately two miles from the janding zone the aircraft were fired on
by hostile ground forces. Major I In suspected his aircraft had been hit
but observing no damage hc elecited to continue the mission., The ground
team was loccted in a small strems bed with ninety foot trees. Four lifts
on the rescue hoist and approximately E\?lV( minutes were required to ex-
tract the seven man team. In spiie of the close proximity of hostile '
ground forces the mission ves successfully completed, Inspection of the
alrcra¢t revealed three small srm hits; one in the forward wheel well,

one through the left sponsen and one through e main rotor blade. NoO in-
jury occurred to personnel on bourd. (3)

were taken for the installation of-a
s operation began on 22 July when

two CH=-3 helicopters flew to Lima 3ite 36 carrying technical personnel

to select the TACAN installation siv A suiteble site was selected and
arrangements made to begin installation. Cn 23 July an Army CH-47 arrived
at Udorn to previde the heavy 1ifi copabilivy needed to complete the TACAN
snstallation., Squadron Cl=3 helicopters escorted the CH-47 throughout the
TACAN installation, The n

11. 085 During July, initlll 513
new TACAN site in Northern Lzos l
e.

[

ow TAOAN Channel 92 became operational on 6

August 1968. The 20%th is nolt requ ired Lo provide logistical support to

this site on a roubin: i 0lLi-3 supnort congisted of 70 hours from
July through 12 August 1965, (3)

12, (£) On 11 Jviy, a Cii-3 piloted by Captain Honald L. Skinner was con-
ducting an infil/exfil migsion opsrating out of STOL site 165 in Southern

Laos. The landing zone was located approximately 35 miles to the northeast.
The approach to the landing zonc was planncd at low level to avoid a 37 mm
anti-aiveraft g located iy miles {rom vhe landing zone. 4s the helicop-
ter began the Lincl PP oncir to b _h1m“1' zong, intense small arms fire

T L T R BT I L O S SRR LT ST <in Skivner immediate~

‘ﬁ)
R el s T N
I I

The oo Bna crew tater returned safely to Udorn.

‘iilllllllI'.l|’




o

13, () On 21 July, Captai

.pilot that had bailed out over Forth Vie

suppor‘b‘ was a routine infil of a
bj an exfil of a 12 man tean, Two CH-3
ircraft proceeded to the target arca lo
eﬂst of Nahkom Phanom near the North Viel
completion of the infil/exfil migeion on
perienced a runavay propeller. The
A-1E to a relatively sale area across tin
the pilot bailed out without difficuliy
of a multi-canopied jungle.
aircraft to a hover over the tree tops &
next to the pilot who had msnaged to cra
secured himself to the jungle penctraior

aboard the hovering helicopter. The ent
approximately one minute, due to the zle
tence of Captain Hartin and his cyew, (

4. (f) on 28

tensive theater orientaticn briefing~ ve

began operations on 1 August 1968,
tively utllxzc
“CAN ai

15. 92§ On 20 and 21 Septembzr,
provided two CH-3 helicopiters for
operating from Vientisne, U
Souvanna Fhownma,
Fugene R, Black,

LGOS,

Special |

Captain oar

July, the CH-3 fiighits ot Udom
deployment of four UH-1F helicopters from Hhe Tran

4 for lOULLLJCQl Du*UOPt of

EEN
jobs
QO
oy
L
<
L
3
[ €5}

1% . ER
U. 8. imbassador Lo Laog

Ldvisor O Preslid

Ualter V. Mortin and crew rescued an A-1E

tnem, The fragged mission in

nine man roadwatch team followed

helicopters escorted by tyo A-1E

cated approximately 120 miles
tnam horder., Shortly after the

¢ of the egcort A-1E aircraft ex-

aircraft vectored the

2 border into Horth Vietnam where

and Janded uninjured in the top

Lin ~nd his erew brought their

nd lewered the jungle penetrator

wl orto a large limb, The pilot
sent :nd was holsted to safety
ire p*‘“wo vas accomplished in

t

rtness and professional compe-
2)
Jc were augnented by the
g AL, RVN., After ex-
re completed, UH-1F alrcrews
12 helicopters have been effec—
© both in coufiry and out country

21l Air Warfare
omoloyod
i re L

in the Speci

Ve ey

wob o

Z-aclal Cperations Squadron

TLP alrlift requirement

ber, Loobian Prime iinister
¥William II, Sullivan, lir.

» Johnson on Jdislan economic

and social development and a party of sevent-en Laotian and American dig-

nitaries were {lown to Thalact, Laos and retaned to Vientiane.

September, ir. Black and a party of four
survey of the proposed Fa iong dat

B
T SN e

On 21
teen were f{lown on an inspection
on the sekong River. (3)

16. Qﬁ During this reporting period the zrcomplishments at Udorn were

as follovs:
Hours flown - 1376.4

Sorties flewn - 123

Passengers carried -~ 4,109

L)

1

E3
34



Averace aircraft uwbilizastion rate - 76,4 hours per alrcraft per month.
O £

Average aircraft utilizetion rate zuthorized - 56.6 hours per aircraft
per month,

17. (F) During this reporting period the primary mission of the UH-1F
Detachment at Tun Son Nhut AB, RV rsweined Reconnalssance Film Delivery
for the 12th and 16th Tac;-ccl Reccnnalssance Sguadrons with a secondary
mission of VIP and wtilitvy. (7) (14)

Son Nhut, DY - one iission Comnander, four
‘il ssion Commander is rotated
ack to Nha Trang,

d after 90 days and
\

J

1 1
mechanics, The
four pilots are rotated, D
nance nereonnel are rotats

&

Ty e L . L KN !

with the sircraft. i1

£zed bthrough 7th Alry Force Strike Plans as
Paw Loi, Lei Khe, Dau Tieng, Trang Sup,
rge, Luscombe, Vung Tau, Bear Cat and

19. gl
reqguire
Chu Chi,
Long Blen

20. (c) During this period sighteen VIr flights were flown by the 20th S
n Son Nhut, (14)

and Caphtain Nupen flew camera crews
captured Z2U0-23¥1 enemy anti-air-

hu Chi, RVH and were ucoom071ohed

copen while USAF ftest officials and ~

The tests, conductsd in daylight and

vhotographing the wespon and the firing

e of fire. In the past the

this much nesded film for briefing

tion. The film was produced by

Jon Nhut, (15)

*nd test wValuaLOqu fo
raft weapon. ’
by Y. S. Army per
ceners crews recordd
in hours of car
fr om various positio: ¥
U, 8. Services had been unavle o
pilots and perso id
the 6C0th ¥hoi

a
Ial
(V74!

Tan Son rhut flew support of a
classified we ' “VN. During this test Major
Courtney and I Aoy g : OquT containing General
Browvn and the Scven Adr o Shelt & secend aircraft was fliown by
' i "Huer" was flown by Major
aft zach {lew canera crews and

invelved a nsw type bomb and was conducted
amy mor*ﬂ“ attach on Dau Tisng. The Army flew

e o

22, (§) on 218
apor

Cvﬁtalnw Nupen
Gppinger and Cs

tebu evaluators. T
immediately followir
acm%ﬁ,&ﬁ1L+fo
c

nplish ground observa-

ip g
livered by a-1l's while
his time, (15)
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23. (U) During detachment flew

1133

sorties for 351.1 hours, trapsporied 5L, ds of cargo and 2,2724

passengers. (14)

24, (f) One of the biggest problems during this time period has been

the lack of adequate trangportstion., This is a result of the increase

in persomnel and mission commuiim idditional ground vehicles are
required at Ban e Thuot and I ; C-47 from base flight

Udern RTAFB makes o weekly irip on Thursday. Thils requires ncw personnel
enroute Lo Udern to spend excessive time at Nha Trang., Anothir route
would take from 3 - 7 days. r"ais nroblem became more apparen’ with the
deployment cf the four UH-1F heiicoplers o Udorn, as parts a2 ordered
through Demsnd Processing at Hhe Trang, RV, *uerefore, due - o the ftrans-

(b L]
jo7iNe]

SLJ
portation required, an excessive period of time passes be”ore
part is received at Ucdorn and the defective part 1.3
The vehicles tl the squadron is now using are

e ve 5
14th Transportation S Mdrog wves wmable to obltain necessa
T

- D
. . a / /
parts during this period. (1) (6)

25, (¢) The 20th experienced commmications problems with o
locabions at Ban ie Thuot. RVH and Udorn RTAFB, Thailand thro
period. The problems with Pen e Thuet were cohsed by the si:
band radio being ouwlt of commissicn end no backup unit ava ilab
very few telephcne circuils are avallable between 5an e Thuo
Treng, it was very difficult to commuaicate. Comnmumnicatio

problem with Udorn as hot line communicaticnsg through the 141
TIOC at Kha Trang was very weak during this period. (1)

26, (U) The 20th hae experienced aifficulty in executing av
0JT program in mainterance. This is due 0 operatmng from di-
locations on an extended TDY basis. During this period tempo
SUPeTVisors were esoigv-‘ i at forward oper:
tions, Thils new proc: nassing rate on

during Mh,mpwtnb

C

this period were
the Ud-lF was ac
it orisntation to
L 1
4

the new
=0 Nha Trang.
air as the

nlecements

srating
shout this
3le side-
2, Since
and Nha
3 also a
SO

affective
arsified

ary 0JT

ting loca-
JJT testing

first pilod

omplished at

r, one week
ter under—
crewmember

ro member for

ralified, he w
m1351on, (1) (2

fu .1y combat

on the




28. (96 One of the biggest concerns during this period is that the unit
cannot pul more than seven (T7-1F gunships into service until additional
mounbing yokes can be obtained., The vokes are mounting platforms that fit
wnder the fuselage of the helicopter and are necessary to attach{rocket
peds to the aircraft. It is desirable that at least ten additional yokes
be obtained as soon as possible so that a total of seventeen gunships
could be put-into service if necessary. (2) -

29, (U) The UH-1F parking area at Kha Trang is very congested, A work
order was submitted to extend the parking area and to stabilize the sand
adjacent to the parking ramp. ihen this work is completed it will give
additional meneuvering space and should greatly reduce the possibility of

foreign object damage in the [uatuxe

Q & D

v

¢

.

30, (U) The construction of a now maintenance facility for the 20th
Special Operations Squadron &b Who Treng has been approved., Iowever, no
date has been set to start constiruction. Therefore, the 20th continues
to conduct phase inspections and other muintenance, exposed t¢ nature's
clements. (6)

31. (¢§ A great improvement was experienced in UH-1F logistic support
during this pericd. #11 parts were ordered through Demand Prccessing ' S
and approximately 15% of the supply items were procured from ihe Army by
use of the interservice agreement. As a2 result of this syster, for the
fipst time since the UH-1F's have been in Vietnam, no aircrafli were out
of commission for NORS items. However, the 20th did experience difficulty
in obtaining ; rad’os. This
X 5 oh " being -
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32, (U) On 8 July a Ui-1f he n
support mission to Hon Tre Toland, @i, The pilote, sajor Da--enport and
lew irom Oz Rahn Bay to Hon Tre Island and

Lisutenant Colonel Wickwire &
a visual recomalissance of the landing site was accomplished ipon their
arrival. During the reconnaiss no apparent obstructions or inter-
ferences were noted and he pilot HMajor Davenport initiated a normal
approach to the landing pad. He mode a slight flare at altitude to slow
the helicopter ond at the termination of the {lare, collectiv: pitch con~
trol was increased to further slow the halicopter ond bring i. to a hover

for landing. A4s the collective piteh contrel was increased, she nosf of

W

)

i X}
=g

{2

o ¢

)
the helicopter turned slightly to the richt cousing the tall Hoom to
. & ~.: [ o
swing to the left. The slight turn cauced the tip of the tail rotor to




: fixture atltached to a seven focot
ocated near the landing pad. The abrupt impact
caused the tall rotor and ’oA to separate from the helicopter. HMajor
Davenport vmﬁehlatoly i the loss of tall rotor control and ini-
tiated the correct emergency “O”ﬂd¢4v5 His prompt action minimized the
damage to the h@‘lnopco” and 14 came to rest on the landing pad. As
nding pad at Hon Tre was “Jproved and the
aluminum lights pad were reuoved, Pictures were taken
of all the helicopter pads being used by the sguadron and all pilots were

briefed on 211 cbstacles ond hazardous conditions at each helicopter
landing site, (16)

strike a 10 inch diaue
wooden p¢ le, which wag

[olue!

roegsult of this

33. (U) On 22 Aug . nel Di¥iglia and ¥ajor Pool departed

Wha Treng on a routine UH-LF £light to Ban e Thuot, RVN, After approxi-

mabely thirty ainutes of ; erienced a complete engine flame

out as =z result of failure :sory drive shaft., FHajor Pocl made
i Colonel Diliglia accomplished a

J

an emergency radio call as g

straight ahead zutorotation to highway 21 neer Zan e Drack, RVN, The

immediete response of the crew saved the aircralft from damage ané/or pos-
4 b el

sible destruction, and there were no injuries to any of the eight persons
on board., Four UH-1F helicopters from the 20th were launched at Ban Me
Thuot and cane Lo “he aid of the downed "Huey". Through rapid coordina-
tion with the U. 8. Arny the UH~-1T was racoversd by a CH-47 helicopter and
returned to Nha Trang. The successful recovery of the alrcraft demonstrated
the highest spirit of cooperation betwssn the USAF and the U. S. Army. (2)

34. (U) A third znt cccurred on 27 fugust during a functional

check £light for iﬁ r gearbox change, after seven
minutes of hover checx ” , Captain Dyer climbed the alrcraft
to 500 feet, At six%y AHOJS a -1 vertical vibrabion occurred and at forty
knots the vibratio ; comfortable level, but aLsapoeared

n inecreassd to zn oun
.

8
@ir Dve" diccontinued the functional check flight and

P..J)—
6

chut down ard the aircraft was
It was discovered that un-
into the e “gl“ﬂ resulting in
firet two stages of stator

at twenty knots. d th
started to return ©to ! Vhile at fifty feet and thirty knots, he
felt a heavy jar accompanied ov an audible "boom!". The engine and rotor
RP decreased ranidly ard Capiein Dyer landed in a rice paddy, without

e

pericd the UE-1F's at Wha Trang were fragged for
tectlon and 1nterceptiom capability
., On the 11th and 12th of July,
lew day and night calibration and

1 Rader and the Hawk Missile=Detach-

35. (f) During thi
special migsions t
for low sltitude, siow

Captain Skicmore and
penetration migsions

By ©

<
o]
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ment on Hon Tre Island, under the code name meind IEm. " A-37 fighters

with "starlight scopes!" were usged as interceptors. In support of the
nPind Er! mission twelve gsorties were flown for 6.6 hours and twenty-

one passengers were carried., (n 16 sugust one aircraft and crew deployed
+o Dong Ha, RVIl, as directed by 7uh &ir Force. The crew consisted of
Major Turner, 5 11 Adams. The migsion wes

in ecupport of operations Mg . 5 Gas." The flying involved
ferrying of perscmmel anc “onw Ha to Con Thien, RVI, plus other

chts necessery for deve ction and intercept capsbilities.
£

g T
During the period 18 ""vst to 4 September, a total of 117 sorties and
41.9 hours uere Plown A toltal of 204

saasengers and 1500 pounds of car-
j -»LSO 19)

36. (ﬂé Nhe Trang local area misslon reqzlre*cptw were placed on the
te foplchay £ 0L 55-25 recuired local area visual
3 tg T oint Defense Mission" of Nha Trang.
UH-17 gunship and crew on gunship

‘uring thls period. (12)

San e Thuot, RVN. Two aircraft are
the other as a zunship. (2)

37. ) Ten UA-1¥'s are loc:

used as spires, one as & slizk

38, Qﬁ Frem the besinning of the quarter the "Green Hornsts" continued
to cperate from the Speclal sorces Gamp st Dan Me Thuo® (Gast). The

work on aircraft reveiments znd focilities proceeded slowly, but by the
end of the qua rter all. fecilities were complete in the new camp. However,

'

T oeneny »BLack: on the. camp, more werk must be
c guard pOotu, a communi~-
arby Army units. (2)

25 a regullt of Irequer
accompliched on bag
cations net and delense coc *ﬂ~Llon vith

i3
E”')
|
O

rimary operaticn in support of "Daniel Boone! re-
SN Hdowever, only approximately one-hell of the
period was s ¥ u;;ort of the " uulﬁl Boone" operation. During the
remaining 1 ] Green Hornmets!" in conjection with the 5th Special
Porces, Deta c‘“ont B—DO under oparetionsl control of First Field Forces
Vietnam, conducted intenslive renundcw‘,encu, reaction, search and destroy
operations in the Zan e Tuuoz, and Scng Be areas of the Republic
of Vietnam, Using a revissd cor ing reconnalssance patrols
and “Hornet Forces™, which ¢ irty-four men, serving as
reacticn forces, the E mergency exf{ils. Two eneay
POWi g £ield wounded were evacuate

<z 1
. A e A
area e .l\.l

by the Green Eornets, re t sustained forty hits from
enemy fire, five aircrsw Ders wounded and were credited with one
nundred twenty three enemy xills., (4) (5) (18)




40, ' The men end machines of tae 2Cth Special Operations Squadron ab
Ban & Thuot were callied a;cp time an; time egain, desplte twelve attacks
on the camp and extremely poor Ilying sther, On 2 July the "Green
Hornet" gunships assisted

a reconnaiscance tean from Duc Lap Special For-
4
L,

ces Camp in brealking convec e enemy force, and were credited
with 7 confﬂrmgi KBA, Cn 254 L reen Hornets" were launched to
come Lo the aid of a2 Long Range recomnalssance Patrol that had made con-
tact with en enemy force of et least two platoons and had retreated into
a smell depression surrcounced by high jungle growth., Realizing that the
aptain Kupen, as sunship lead and Major

tean cov“ﬂ be overrun st anytime, Cay
¥lung his wingman dirscted mini-gun fire in the team's support. Their
firing pﬂsses succeeded in slowing the enemy advance, but both aircraft

had malfunctions of their mini-g rotemg, Lncstead of pulling off targes

they continued tc mske passes O draw as msuch ground fire awey from the

team g possivle, T } leagured team reported that the

nemy wag massing 30-1C0 meters north of the team's

locaticn. A4 rocket the enewy position. The team leader
onfinned thalt the cot by the cries heard after each
rocket run. Despi guns ships were still several

miputo' awey, smjor d nto the area., Due to

e positioning of of ayproacp was avallable,

His aﬂp 0ach requlr i acent under crosswing conditions into &
a very confired landin Sﬂor“ ic ground fire wes encountered during

the entire descent : il ‘ﬁ“geants Schwartz and Miller

seaisted the tean , pter and Hajor Hoover departed

the landing sone ahis hits from hostile fire., On 29 and

30 July UH-1Z g .1 teams from Pan Don Special Forces

Gamp to breakup ; ng them to continue with

Gowski, sejor Turner and Crews

roceliving o

heir missicns. On 3% Jul

o
ap
d

launched to aid a search and des force from Duc Lep Special Forces
Gamp. The force had een surrou oy &n esLimatcd VA regiment and
nad no avenue of escape. Deoplt 0 £t ceiling and NVA Qoldlers
within 30 meters of the friendly o, the U-1F gunships provided 360O

mini-gun fire around ti nutes, and clearea a path of es
S b

cape to the norti. breaking and fighter aircraft were
called in, After nty minutes f bembing the ground force
”CQMOSLPd that the I ters break © target and the "Green Hornets' be
called in, as the

e the ¥VA closer to the friendly po-
sition. Caac in ‘QdO”

! resr clements of the friendly force
and the two gu roclet passes until they were no
longer “@ce1v5“” ares . & ferce coumander stated That he

he saw the two gunships break
gunshivs with 45 ¥5A, On 2

£

through the overca:
September the Uﬁ~l
Fange Reconnal

3
o A :
thought theilr situation was ho pﬁWGSQ gnuﬂl
t, He C“GMNUOQ bne
1 .

o

an elergency extraction of a Long
Duc Lap Special Forces Camp.

en the forw ocated their position and
directed them e. After cresting a hill and




m—

starting down slope the 4 with hostile fcrces in a trench
and ~fter e: re with the enemy, the team re-
treate C¢ siajor Gonzales end crews arrived
and protscled i rocket fire. The FAC directed
the team towa .T¢ & bowo ratar anprox‘nately 75 yards north, the team met
hestile fire after m o

oving approximately 35 yards, and had to retreat to
thelr previcus p051tion. The gunshipe continued toc deliver ordnance on
¥nown enemy positions and were drawing automatic weapons fire from the
North, fast and South of the team., The two gunships were getting low on
fvel and, prior to being relieved by guns 3 and 4, they continued to
suppress the firs in the bomb crater area. The FAC directed the team in-
to the bomb crater. w~ajor Henjum and crew made a descent to come in at
+ree top level, and to a hover above the bomb crater., The crater was too
small tc permit landing, so cpe ladder pick up was made. 4s the team
clinbed the rope be and 4 made rep gted mini~-gun passes
overhead 1o supp North, fast and South.
During the lasi 1 Q“u received fire from
tely after -ajor Henjum

-

JL&V‘ avtbomnats . Llamediat
departed the lendlr 14 co ere spotted in the
boxa cratar wThav ; Un 10 September

snce teams from the
AV, The recon~
and had spotted two
ded that the gunship
licks went in at the
punships at tree-top level.
on “he swoke., The slicks
stumps and a camouflaged
60 dcor-gwmers pulled the team
was the first to depart
on as he crossed the tree-—
the fire with his #~60
£ the other two slicks

thz YCGresn hor
samz landing zone

()

llneﬁ to the norih.
mechine gun enc Ul

.
U
with miniegun fire.

ers alb Duc Lap, RVN
b&ttaLlOnS early in
advised of the attack

- : -
A3 (U} e
came under

tne O:’fl.u“ &

U
Us
-
S
o
P
[O)

and aznt b . L7
ond erews 2 the Iirsys U0 o ne wo resch the Due Lep sSpeciel Forces
Canp, whe 1 - was receiving movar, rocket and

- 18 fire and sast. They made their mini-gun
ané rocielt P Jh working from the camp perimeter out
and encounie { the tree-lines. They

util their ammunition
rved laying in the
fd by Captains Douglas

o .
continued \JO

on station held off target until
b had expended., When

ecki, «~ajor Gonzales




»ozkets on various aubomatic
ﬂtar expending they departed
'Y

TN
e D QeI

1~ Ry
3 SLL‘LQ-.LU
o

for Ban e Thuov, oub - ller notifi=d then that an
F~1C00 piiot bailed ott nd aid, Captain Douglas spotted
d zede a n the pilot, while Captain

the parachute en
fal
2

Crabb and ¢ Captain Douglas noticed
- Q

S

“7 or und T nd the chube.!" The ground fire was too
cavy to warrant a pleiup end HAajor nassey, wno was flying in the cover
s“fo with Captain Craoh hi eft arm. The downed

L

np and the gunships

ain Ddwards returned
a with rockets and

Creib,
pilot was rescued by & g
returned to Ban e Thuot,
to Duc Lap at 0045 hours
mini-zun fire, as heavy mg fire was encoul-
tered from areas west, aorih, al uth of the caap pefore expending
their remaining ml ave £ support to a "Dustoff" heli-
copter QV'Cuw" then returned to Ban e

V]

-
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3

H @ d-

Thuot. t 0700 th, Captains Douglas and
Crabb again retuwrned o forces had penetrated the
outer of the ¢ ed to dl”fCL their fire be-
tween and outer as that arcaz was occupied by

uested and remained on stabion
nev werc relieved on station
her orbited for one hour and

v

enewy forces. rhey place :
wnbil amaumition and iuel was exhausts
by Ceptain Cienniecki ana f Gonzalzs., T
thirty minuves Lectic 7
troller called and sald he

rr

area, The Duc Lap Con-
troops leaving the plantation

area, southwes®t of the camo. worked the arsa with mini-gun
and roclket fire and no more fire was veceilved, from "that area. Then they
received word that an Y i down by fire cam1nr from the °
i

northeass

g
i - -
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the area, Gesplie intense Jrouna L1re, Lne teme lsader expressed his
- N o (=
»

appr uiatioa snd they returned (o san € uot. Guns 3 end 4 relieved
them on station and or overal Clights of fighter alrcraft
worked the aress S cams.  vhen the gunships were cleared

they expende

d vrs inside the camp. At 0900 hours the
MGyreen cornet? slici ol f

o .

d

arined assaULt with a relief force of
T ¢ stion was o success and the
the defenders at Duc Lap. t 2300 hours on 24 August two
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troops Joine del o
el slicks 1 urgent med evac mission to

the Due Lap g2

besn walting evacuation since

stoff¥ helicopters, but in
or Hoover

MiN ocamp, but in his words
e

b >
and had to ce sported. On
nosried a nnelissance team 2 miles
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Silver Stars, 31 Dicting. Ox 1 Zronze Star, 64 Air
sedals, 5 &ir Force Commendal and 5 Purple Hearts during this
period of the report. (3)
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(z@ The squadron continued to lose skilled manpower during

the period, and no improvement was seen for the future. The re-
placements had a low skill level and 1ittlé, if any, experience
in the field. This problem existed in the 1lith M3 as well.

(U) A change in the supply and support functions was made
during the period. Field Maintenance Materiel Control assumed
the responsibility of ordering all NORS-G supply items in sup-
port of unit aircraft.

(U) Also changed was the control of weapons in the barracks.
The first sergeant was given‘control of the weapons on a custody

receipt. =

5

MORAIE AND FACIIITIES

(U) The morale of squadron personnel was rated high and the
unit possessed a remarkable esprit de cprfs. Three reasons com=
tributed to this attitude. The first was the superior leader-
ship provided by the commander and his staff. Second was the
pride of the men in knowing that they were contributing to the
war effort. Third was superior facilities enjoyed by squadron
personnel, and the recognition of their accomplishments in all
areas of endeavor.

Q{) The loss of part of their primary mission understand-
ably had a demoralizing effect on the unit. But it was effect—
ively countered by increased involvement in self-help and facility

improvement projects.

20TH SPECIAL OPERATIONS SQUADRON

(U) Another unit with a special air mission was the 20th

Special Cperaticns Squadron. The squadron's seven flights operated

e L
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from Nha Trang and Tan Son Nhut Air Bases in South Vietnam, and
Udorn RTAFB, Thailand.

(/Y A; B, and C Flights, located at Udorn RTAFB, flew missions
in support of controlled American sources (CAS) personnel, counter-
insurgency and utility transportation. D, E, F and G flights at
Nha Trang and Tan Son Nhut flew missions supporting unconvehtional
warfare, recomnaissance, film courier, base defense, special air
warfare training, and provide logistical support of USAF units and
U.S. sponsored activities and psychological warfare.

PERSCNNEL

(U) ILieutenant Colonel'William B. Skinner was squadron com-
mander until his retﬁrn to the United States Nov. 14. He was
succeeded by Lieutenant Colonel James A. McMullen, who acfed as
commander until Dec.ll, when he too féturn;d to the States, At~”
the quarter's end, Lieutenant Colonel Frank A. DiFiglia was
serving as squadrcn commander.

(U) At Udorn, Lieutenant Colonel Shirrel G. Martin turned
over command of the flights there to Lieutenant Colonel Wilbur
C. Huff Nov. 20.

(U) Persomnel records and 538s were transferred from Nha
Trang to Udorn. The move relieved some of the administrative
workload of the Nha Trang persornel office and provided more
timely service for Udorn personnel. The position of administra-
tive officer at Nha Trang was deleted in October. No major pro-
blems were encountered transitioning this position to‘an extra

duty for squadron perscnnel. (51)
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(U) Lieutenant Colonel John M. Steen was squadron commander
from October, 1967, to April, 1968, and then assumed duties as
Assistéht“Deputy Commander for Special Air Operations with the
14th SOW, until October 1968. A summary of his end of tour re-
port follows. (52)

(ﬁ) The decision to pull all USAF helicopters out of Thai~
land in January, 1968, created management problems by making the
20th a "split squadron.” Prior to that time the entire squadron
was stationed at Udorn except for a detachment at TanvSon Nhut
and the headquarters at Nha Trang. The action resulted iﬁ moving
the AF UH-ls, then part of another squadron, from Thailand to the
20th. The CH-3s wefe left there in TDY status, under operational
control of 7/13 Air Force until May, 1968, when the CH-3 status
changed to PCS. The problems posed by frégmenting a unit in this :
manner were essentially in management and control. In effect, the
detached unit is forced to set up a new squadron, but without the
necessary personnel. This 1is particularly so in administration and
maintenance areas.

() Problems in the area of facilities, logistics and manpower
structure plagued the squadron at TOLs located at Ban Me Thout, Tan
Son Nhut and Udorn. The squadron as organized, manned and 1og§s;- |
tically supported was apparently envisioned to operate out of a
fixed base, returning most of the time to the base at completion
of a day's mission or short TDY. Facilities, manpower and logis-
tics were expected but were not available. The problem fell into

the hands of the squadron, with the Army providing only messing
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facilities and quarters. The squadron was responsible for pro-
curing its own supplies and parts for the FOLs by its own means.
All the-paper work dealing with maintenance was handled by 20th
personnel. The proper solution for the problem required that
either the supported unit provide facilities or the AF provide
adequate table equipment.

(U) That concludes Lieutenant Colonel Steen's comments.

CHECO REPORT

(£) A Contemporary Historical Evaluation of Combat Operations
(CHECO) report was published Dec. k4, 1968, and covered USAF
helicopter activities in Southeast Asia. (53)

(?6 The report that the armed helicopter is vital to USAF .
participation in special operaﬁions, and the Air Force must
continue to develop tactics and maintain iﬁs‘mission in supporte.,
ing these and other MACV Operations. It was proved that armed
helicopters can provide direct fire support for slick helicop-
ters which transport persomnel involved in speciél operétions
activities.

Q53 Helicopter pilots with prior experience in fixed and
rotary wing aircraft proved to be effective in the operatjon.

The report then said the pilots who have no rotary wing exper-
ience nevertheless add valuable contributions to the tactics and
maneuvers of the helicopter squadrons.

UDORN CPERATIONS

(ﬂ@ With the exception of personnel assignment authority,

the 20th's detachment at Udorn is administratively independent

41
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of the headquarters at Nha Trang. Udorn still receives its UH-LF
parts from Nha Trang, but alternate supply channels are being
used to—a greater extent.

(¢3 To alleviate some of the supply handling problems at
Udorn, Captain Robert G. Zuchetbtd, Nha Trang base supplies offi-
cer, visited Captain Iouis S. Bodony, Udorn's maintenance officer,
in November. A 100 percent improvement in supply of bench stock
and major parts was realized because of the meeting. The only
problem still existing at the quarter's end was a minor one
dealing with the repair and replacement of major parts, such as
main rotor blades and speed decreaser gear boxes. (54)

QZ§ Because of the lack of parts, the repair fate of fhe
helicopters suffered. The proglem was solved when Captain
Zuchetti and the Udorn supply officer agreéd~on proper supply .,
levels and proper forecasting of requirements for critical items.
The resolution of the problem reduced the NORS rate from 16 to
8.3 percent in the three month period. (55)

(U) A major accomplishment was the reorganization of the
maintenance section into three flights. Each flight included a
specialist backup and the permanent assignment of crew chiefs.
Along with this new program, a recovery phase program was begun
to provide more flying time per aircraft.

(U) The official call sign of the Udorn based helicopters
is "Pony Bxpress." The popular name and call sign is "Pony."
Similarly, the UH=1F's in Vietnam carry the call sign of "Green
Hornet," and in the forward operating areas are normally referred

to as "Hornets."

"ty




(U) During November and December, the Pony Express flew over
80 hours in support of aircraft crash assistance and investigation,
and recsived letters of appreciation for their efforts. (56)

(U) During November, a team of Royal Malayan Air Force officers
and advisors visited the 20th's operations and maintenance activity.
The purpose of their visit was to gain knowledge of U.S5. operations
in crder to improve on similer Malayam operations.

(U) During the guarter the flights at Udorn flew 1,271.2 hours,
logging 121 missions and 1,393 sorties. The Udorn flights also
carried 3,611 passengers and 108.9 tons of cargo. There were no
search and rescue alerts. (57)

TAN SON NHUT OPERATIONS

(U) With a primary missioﬁ of transferring reconnaissance film
to Army field commanders and a secondary miséion of VIP supporty-the
20th has carried over 30 tons of cargo and delivered 3,000 passen-
gers in UH-1F assigned craft. (58) |

(U) The Tan Son Nhut choppers were fragged through strike plans,
7th Air Force, as required. An average of two flights per day were
sent to practically every major Army installation within é radius
of 50 miles of Saigon.

(U) During this reporting period, the Tan Son Nhut detachmenﬁ
supported the ARVN Special Forces by supplying helicopters two days
2 month to acquaint Special Forces troops with the use of McGuire
Rigs and the cepabilities of the UH-1F helicopter.

NHA TRANG OPERATIONS

(U) With only part of its operations at home, 20th provides all

heavy maintenance and phase inspections for Air Force UH-1F helicop-




ters in Vietnam. Tts — flying activities include pilot upgrading,
gunship and slick training, and local visual reconnaissance flights.
When. additional aircraft are available they are used to support the
1th SOW and other approved agencies in the Nha Trang area.

QZ? Telephone and radio contact with Ban Me Thout continued
to be a problem. Only one phone circuit was.available and was in-
sufficient to handle the workload. Because of the bad weather con-
ditions the single band radio was subject to adverse atmosphere
conditions, jamming and maintenance difficulties. Requests for
better communication systems were submitted but no answer was re-
ceived.

(U) With only two vehicles the squadron suffered from lack of
ground transportation, especially when one vericle was in the shop
for repairs. The lack of communications: and transportation re- ="
duced the effectiveness of the mission somewhat. (59)

(U) During Air Force Chief of Staff General John P. McComnell's
visit to Southeast Asia, the 20th provided part of his transportatiocn.
He was flown from Cam Rahn Bay to Phan Rang, to Nha Trang and returned
to Cam Rahn Bay.

(U) During the quarter the 20th continued flying local area
vigual reconnzissance flights to support the Joint Defense Mission
of Nha Trang. One helicopter and crew was on alert daily.from
7 p.m. until 6 a.m.

WEAPONS
923 The sguadron had sufficient miniguns but was short of ex~

ternal rocket supports due to combat losses. Base supply could

¥




not give a definite date cn delivery of more mounts.

§Z§ During December, tests were conducted on rocket warheads
of the‘io and 17 pound size. The larger weapon proved to be far
superior than the one presently used, but the additional load for
the aircraft would cause the helicopter to sacrifice either fuel
or minigun smmunition.

(ﬂs The month of December saw an increase in rockets used.
An average of 73 rockets were fired during October and November,
while 290 rockets were expended in December. The increased use
of the rockets enhanced the "Green Hornet" ability to recover
teams in the field with a minimum of enemy resistance, according
to the pilots of the slicks and gunships. The gunship pilots
fired the rockets from positions within the pormal minigun pat-
terns instead of the long rocket approach., (60) o
MAINTENANCE

(U) The foundation and frame was completed for the squadron
maintenance shop. The building will provide office space for
operations and maintenance. The maintenance officer, Captain
Walter Booth,mentioned that the building will protect two UH-1Fs
and the deletion of a heavy hoist will delay engine changes.

Qﬂﬁ The not opsrationally ready supply rate climbed during
the quarter. The increase was due to the high flying time built
up on the craft and the increased attention of the inspection pro-
gram. Operating under adverse climatlc conditions and intense
hostile ground fire caused a drain on parts. A recommendation to

increase replacement ltems in the supply pipeline was mades:i<” .




Tn an effort to alleviate the problem, the chief of maintenance
gave "cannibalization initiation authority" to the 20th. This
cased the parts supply problem because there were usually several
helicopters in maintenance phase inspections for periods up to
four days. (61)

(U) After November all mechanics/aerial gunners were qual-
ified in miniguns and M~60 machine guns. This eliminated the
problem of a new crew chief maintaining a gunship and flying on
a slick. Both pilots and crew chieis were pleased with the re~
sults of the change. (62)

EFFECTIVE HEADGEAR

(U) The value of the ballistic helmets worn by chopper crew
members was dramatically demonstrated twice during the quarter
when two gunners were hit in the head by AK-L7 rifle fire and =~
suffered only minor injuries. One gunner, Sergeant Ronald C.
Winkles, tock two hits in the head while sustaining only a
superficial scalp wound. Crew members' faith in their protec—
tive equipment reached an all time high as a result. (63)

BAN ME THOUT OPERATIONS

(U) Gompletion of new facilities for pilots and a new club
room were the major changes at Ban Me Thout. Work on the per-—
imeter defense was also completed.

91) The highly classified Daniel Boone operation received
increased emphasis, resulting in almost daily contact with the
enemy. Despite the outstanding professionalism displayed by

aircrews and the use of proven low level tactics, two helicop-




ters were lost Lo enemy action during the period. Details of the

aircraft losses follow.

(;fw On Nov. 26, a flight of two gunships and three slicks
was launched in response to a call from an Army Special Forces
team. The team had been surrounded by superior eneﬁy forces
and they were in danger of being overrun. The two gunships
were the first to arrive at the battle scene, and as they‘de—
scended to a low level, crew members cbserved enemy tracer rounds
whipping past the choppers. Despite intense enemy ground fire,
the aircraft expended rockets and thousands of minigun rounds
into the enemy from treetop level. (é4)

() After several passes, Captain David Millef, aircraft
commander, and Major Russel Simonetta, pilotAof gunship 2,
noticed warning lights on both engine andltransmission oil temp+-
erature. Realizing that engine failure was only a minute or two
away, Captain Miller made one more firing pass before heading
away from the ares. About 45 seconds later the engine seized.
The pilot successfully landed the craft in a jungle clearing,
and rescue of the crew was accomplished by a 20th slick within
three minutes., Enemy forces set fire to the chopper only 25
minutes afier the crew had been rescued. Later Captain Miller
surmised that the oil cooler had been hit by a .50 caliber
slug. (€5)

(?6 The next day, a second UH-1F was lost while attempting
to infiltrate a Special Forces team into an enemy bivouac area.

Captain William Dyer and crew were flying the team members in




a slick. The landing zone was in a heavy secondary growth area

at the bottom of a ravine, and was surrounded by a 150-foot
multilayered jungle, which forced Captain Dyer into a high steep
approach. As he approached the ground, an enemy bullet apparent-
1y ripped intc his controls, causing him to lose fore and aft cycle
control. The helicopter hit the ground, rolled over on its side,

.

and a few minutes later, burst into flames. Of the 10 persons

»

on board, five survived. Eoth pilots and one door gunner es-
caped, but S8gt. Gene P. Stulfbergen was trapped in the wreckage.

The survivors wers rescued by the backup slicks despite the
enemy ground fire. (&8)

(¢h The 20th 508 conducted one night infiltration and one
night exfiltration, details of which are highly classified. The
crew members conciuded after the missions that night missions
were so hazardous that unless a dire emergency existed, operations
of this nature were not worih the potential loss of men and ma-
chines. The infiitration mission was unsuccessful, largely due

T Y Fal I T S
LC & LacxK Ol LAgne. Lne el

was conducted with the
assistance of two "Mconlight' flare ships and was successful. (67)
Q() However, iighted missions are particulariy dangerous.
Operations conducted under flares can be observed by the enemy
several kilemsters away, eliminating the element of surprise and

rouvnd fire. <68>

(U) The sguadren participared in civic action projects but

pecause of its dispersed FOLs, the projects were limited.




(U) Previcusly a school nhouse was renovated and a group of
men wenb back and reactivated the project to touch up minor mis-
takes,“‘Three men from squadron neadgquarters assisted the Cath~-
olic Orphanage in Nha Trang. The men taught English classes
two nights a week.

(U) During Christmas the squadron collected a large amount
of clothing.

(1) Tne Udorn units helped the community orphanage by con-
structing sewage disposal lines, donating gifts of food and
clothing, and providing hours of companionship to the orphans.

CTTAT r
SUMMARY

(& L tobtal of 4,210.7 hours were flown by the 20th SO3 with

cargo. During the gquarter the squadron expended 626,050 rounds

of minigun and M-C0 machine gunfire and 1,378 rockets 1n

erations. <69)

UATION DIVISION

suarter, the 1hth Special Operations Wing Stan/
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Dee 1968 compiled by Captain Donald W.
Nelson, Project CHECO, Tth Air Force,
DOAC, for Directorate, Tactical Divi-
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(Permission for use of this report
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21, Interview covered Captain Miller's
mission on 26 Nov 1968,

22. Classified Top Secret, This
comprehensive report covers all phases
of USAF helicopter operations in
Southeast Asia, It gives detalled
descriptions, tactics, problems and
suggested solutions, Location: Wing
Intelligence Office.




1. (U) There were no major changes to the organizational siructure of
the 20th Special Operations Squadron (SOS during the period of this
report. However, on 14 November 1968, Lt Colonel William B, Skinner,
Commander, was reassigned to the CONUS. Lt Colonel Jamss A, McMallen,
Assistant to the Commander, acted as Commander until 1 December 1968,
when his tour was cut short due to a family emergency. Lt Colonel Frank
A, Di Figlia is currently the Commander. On 20 November 1968, Lt Colonel
Shirrel G, Martin, 20th SOS Commander, Udorn RTAFB relinquished command
to Lt Colonel Wilbur C. Huff. (1)

2. (U) During the reporting period, all personnel records and Form
538's for officers and men agsigned to the 20th SOS, Udorn RTAFE,
Thailand were transferred from Nha Trang to Udorn. This move helped to
alleviate administrative workload at Nha Trang, andprovided timely ser-
vice for Udorn based personnel, The position of Administrative Officer
at Nha Trang was deleted in October. No major problens were encountered
transitioning this position to an extra duty for squadron personnel,

3, (U) Lt Colonel John M, Steen was the Commander of the 20th Special
Operations Squadron from October 1967 to April 1968, From April 1968

to October 1968 he was closely associated with the 20th in his position
as Assistant Deputy Commander for Special Air Operations, 14th Special
Operations Wing, CUolonel Steen has concisely summed up his experliences
with the 20th in a comprehensive end of towr report. The sections of

his report regarding command and control, UH-1F Operations, concept of
deployment, roles and missions, doctrine for employment and employment

as an Air Force unit are set forth .verbatim below, (17) -

g, I, General:

A, QS$ Command and Controls The long existing separation of the
squadren into two major paris create significant problems in mansgement.
The original reason for the split was brought about by a political
decision to "pull all USAF helicopters out of Thailand" in Jan 1968, At
the time the entire 20th Heli Sq except for a detachment at Tan Son Naut
vas located in Thailand, although Sq headquarters was at Nba Trang. The
decision resulted in the AF UH-ls (then part of another squadron) being
removed from Thailand and assigned to the 20th Hell Sq, while the CH=3s
were left there in a "IDY" status (in an attempt to live up to the nletter”
of the decision while still keeping helicopters at Udorn). This resulted
in having a squadron headquarters .and UH-l sectionat Nha Treng, under
operational control of 14 ACW, a substantial unit of CH=3s PCS at Tan
Son Nhut (under operational control of 7AF hq) and a large unit of CH-3s
"TDY" gt Udorn under operational control of 7/13 AF, This condition per-
. sisted until Nov 1967 when the remaining Ch-3s at Tan Son Nhut were re-
placed by a UH-1F on IDY status, In May 1968 the CH-3s were put on a
PCS status at Udorn, the political and bureaucratic winds having changed,
The problems posed by fragmenting a unit in this fashion are essentially
in menagement and control. The indefinite assignment of a major segment
at another base under other operation control effectively removes it
from menagement bylithe squadron commander, While a “"temporary" detach-
ment of a large unit can be expected to continue operating under estab-
1 RIS . S
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lished policies or procedures, the indefinite assigoment requires the 0IC
(actually, the new "squadron! commander" to formulate amended policies and
procedures to more closely fit his new command, So it soon evolves into
what is actually a new wait, with some assistaunce and support to a lesser

or greater extenmt from his old squadron and wing., The problem is that the
detached unit is forced to in effect set up a new aquadron, but without the
numbers and kinds of people necessary., Particularly this is so in admini-
stration and maintenance areas and ihe manpower (officer supervigor) is bled
from the operations area, The result is likely to be inadequate admin and
maintenance supervision along with decreased opesational effectiveness. At
the same time although the "commander" has all the responaibility of a com- ;
mander (particularly because of the distance and inadequate cammumication |
jnvolved) he doesn't have the autharity or prestige of a commander, In sum '
the fragmentation results in at least two or (before Nov 1967) three "squad-
rons" while attempting to continue to manage them as one, charging the orig-
inal squadron commander with responsibilities he camnot fully accomplish.
The pending proposal to consolidate CH-3 assets in Thailand should partially
relieve this problem.

na, (U) Effectiveness: The UH-1F, either employed as armed aircraft
or as slicks has been highly effectively employed in RVN. The comparison, W
of course is made with the UH-ls as employed by the US Army, The UH~-1Fs &
have been operated in accordance with established AF policy on crew duty
time, monthly flying time, and maintenance practices, These in genereal,
contrast sharply with US Army practices as I have observed them, The UH~-
1Fs have not experienced a combat loss since April 1967 nor an acocident
since July 1967, although they have been in gonstemt combat action since.
The action has been comparable to that in which the Army Ub-ls are empléyed ~ -
yet the loss rate is believed to be far below the US Army's. At the same
time, the wit 20 SOS supports has been outspoken in their praise of 20850S. A
support during the entire period, particularly as compered with their sup- |
port from US Army units. In part the working relationship has been en- ' ;
hanced by the fact that we bave been able to continue our activity for a i

long period with the same unit.

ng, (2] Concept of deployment: The deployment of operating elenments

of UHels at FOBs (Ban Me Thuot, Tan Son Nhut, and Udorn) has caused con=
siderable problems. These are primarily in the area of facilities, logis~
tics, and manpower structure., The squadron as orgenized, manned, and 1o~
gistically supported is apparently envisioned to be operated out a fixed
bage, returning most of the time to the base at completion of the dey's
missions or a short TDY, Facilities are expected to be those provided by
the base, logistics those provided by the AF supply system at the Main
Support Base, and manpower that required to operate in that fashion. In-
~ stead the U#-1 section since inception has operated continuously out of

¢ FOB (major maintenance to be done at 1SB)., The main responsibility to
provide maintenance facilities has fallen to the squadron (the Army has
provided "messing" and "quarters") because the AF has not provided (or
doesn't have?) portable buildings or trailers, etc. So most of the work
hed to be done out of tents or makeshift shacks that were procured and
erected at great effort by the squadron. The logistics support for 20 S0S
is the same as provided for all- AF units - it stops at the supply point
on Nha Trang Air Base, The 80 - 500 miles remaining to the FOB is the re-
spopsibility of the 20 S0S and the significant menpower required comes out

2 iy FIEE Ry M




of their hide week in apd week out. The workload is significant and to be
done effectively requires the services of an officer and a couple of NCOs&
full time, The officer to monitor progress, doeument failures by the base
support, initiate expedients to overcome them, and to line up trangporia-
tion support. The airmen are needed to do the supply leg work and overe
come the supply unit inertia. So long as the FUBs remain relatively fixed,
the makeshift facilities are finally upgraded and do the job. The proper
solution to this problem requires that either the supported wnit provide
the facilities or the AF provide adequate table equipment. The logistics
support camot be solved but the added manpower requirement should be rec-
ognized and provided,

"C. QS§ Roles and Missions: The employment of the UH-1F as we use them
is believed to be outside of the scope of the agreement between CSA and CSAF,
The approved employment of USAF SAW rotary wing aircraft (including armed
helicopters) includes training of foreign air Forces, support to USAF forces,
and otber government agencies and indigenous forces but only when operating
witbout US Army advisors or not under US Army control. The operation with
5th Special Forces Group units for SOG is clearly Army ddvised and- Army
controlled. While not advocating we attempt to terminate our support to
S0G, it is worthwhile to consider what the USAF objectives are in contin-
uing to expend significantly large quantities of persommel and equipment
on a mission that is only questionably within the terms of the agreement.
Unddbtedly, so long as the US Army doesn't object, it is for the purpose
of; one, retaining a "foothold" on helicopter operations in uncoventional
warfare and; two, acquiring the equipment and knowledge necessary to con-
duct such operaticns. Yet, while we now have substantially a campletely, .
equipped force, we have not made much effort nor devoted much thought to
improved weapons. Even more of a problem, to my mind, is the lack of as-
surance we have that the tectics we have developed are being snalyzed for
effectiveness and improvements. The squadron and the wing do not have the
resources for this, 1 would think, however, that TAWC would have the duty
and the resources to do so. But it is something that requires "on the
spot" observation., That is, I don't believe that a review of tactics in a
simulated environment such as the Hurlburt could produce the results that
the seme review of the real thing could accomplish, I recommend periodic
vigits by TAWC analysts to observe and discuss our operation and make &
record of the kinds of tactics found effective,

"D, (ﬁ6 Doctrine of employment: The concept that USAF has for employ-
ment of helicopters in unconventional war is not clearly expressed. While
it is stated that USAF may use helicopters and gunships, if required, in
wconventional warfare, the term "unconventional warfare" is not defined.
In the operation we are engaged in there is & continuum of violence, level
of forces and opepiess of action, from at one end, the small 4 - 6 msn rows
con team, intent on information and concealment, to, at the other exirems,
large teams of "hornet" forces (36 men) or larger, intending to engage the
enemy. The latter of course become indistinguishable from Army air assault
operations, It is generally agreed that USAF doesn't lntend that the term
tanconventional warfare" include air assault operations, except possibly in
connection with training of foreign air forces. The objective, of course,
aside from staying away from the Army's mission, is to avoid the loss of
sizeable numbers of aircraft that often accompanies air assault operationsg.
The answer to this problem is to attempt to obtain, at an appropriate time,
jgher headquarieXsed he ) : of operation.

a clearer definition from hpg
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included or excluded from unconventional warfare. An appropriate time must
wait for a suitable test case or the mement when it becomes clear that the
operation is becoming predominantly an air assault operation, with the re-
con operations only incidental to it,

——

"E, (8) Employment as an AF wnit: Considerable evidence indicates that
S0G management intends to press for use of the AF UH-ls as gunships for es-
cort of Army (or other FWMAF) slicks when we are fully equipped with rocket
launchers, This has concerned me fof some time because, intuitively, I pre-
fer an "Air Force" operation and becausé such a use would require deploypent
of UH-ls at four or five FOBs with an attendant greatly increased cost in
support. While 7AF has not yet indicated their position on this subject
authoritatively, I have found that a staff officer, Lt Col Ashbrook, in
plans, has a definite position on this, which coincides with my own, He
iB summary, argues that while 7AF does want equipment sufficient to equip
all aircraft as gunbirds, this is purely for the purpose of flexibility
and the intent continues to be that they will operate as a complete AF
flighte That is, both guns and slicks will be AF UH-ls. I suggest that,
when this problem arises, that contact with that office should serve to
ingure that 7AF will take a position on ite"

e ﬁS? A report on all United States Air Force helicopter activities in
southeast Asia was publighed on 4 December 1968, This report was prepared
by Project CHECO (Contemporary Evaluation of Combat Operations) personmel,
7th Air Force, Tan Son Nhut AB, RVN under the direction of Captain Donald
Wo Belson for Directorate, Tactical Division, DCS/Operations, Headquarters
Pacific Air Forces., Portions of the conclusions and lessons learned .. .
chapters are set forth verbatim below, (22)

8. ";65 The armed helicopter is vital to USAF participation in Special
Operations. Air Force must continue to develop tactics and maintein its
mission in supporting USAF Special and MACV Operations. It was proved that
armed helicopters can provide the direct close in fire support for the
slick helicopters which transport the personnel involved with Specieal
Operations activities," (22)

b, * The present USAF personnel policy of manning the helicopter
units in SE Asia with pilots who have had varied fixed and rotary wing
background has proved to be effective. Those pilots who come to opere-
tional units with no prior rotary wing experience add valusble contributions
to the tacts and maneuvers of the helicopter squadrons.” (22)

5. The 20TH S0S - Udorn RTAFB, Thailemd.

a. ) With the exception of personnel assignment authority, the 20th
Special Uperations Squadron at Udorn is not administratively dependent
upon the parent organization at Nha Trang. A weekly flight from Udorn to
Nha Trang by a Thailand based C-47 continues to operate. Udorn still gets
UH-1F parts from Nga Trang, however alternate supply channels are being
used to a greater extent, (3) (4)
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b. (¢@ Difficulty was experienced in the support of Udorn's UH-lF's
from the home base at Nha Trang. On 6 November 1968, Captain Robert G.
Zuchetti, Base Supplies Management Officer, Nha Trang, visited Udorn. Cap-
tain Zuchetti and Captain Louls S, Bodony (Supra), maintenance officer at
Udorn, established an improved method of supply handling procedures for
UH~1F parts and also decided on the most expeditious means of communication
between Nha Trang and Udorn. The result of this meeting was that a 100%
improvement in supply of bemch stock items and major parts was realized.

A minor problem area still existing is the necessity of having to return
major UH=-lF components such as main rotor blades and speed decreaser gear
boxes to Nha Trang for proper documentation clearance. (4)

Co q{) Parts supply for the CH-3E helicopters has suffered during
this quarter due to many critical item failures and the failure to main-
tain proper supply levels as established, Pipeline status of items from
the depot also contributed to poor supply levels., Agreement between, and
action taken by the Base Supply Officer at Udorn and Captain Bodony has
since alleviated much of the pipeline problem by establishing proper supply
levels and by proper forecasting of requirements for critical items., Since
this action was taken the NORS rate has declined from 16% in October to
8.3% in December, (4)

d. (uU) The modification of the CH=3E helicopter station 290 bulkhead
is nearing completion, All 1962, 63 and 65 models to be accomplished at
the time the main transmission is removed for time change. (4)

e. (U) A major accomplishment at Udorm,this ‘quarter was the reorgsp- .
ization of the Maintenance Section, Three flights have been formed with a
specialist backup and the permament assignment of a crew chief to each aire
craft, With the assignment of permament crew chiefs, a recovery phase
program was instituted to provide more available aircraft flying time and
preclude two and three down days per aircraft at every 50 hour phase., (3)(4)

fo (U) On 1 October 1968, Udorn Operations and Administrative Sections
were moved to building 1833. The new facilities are large, air conditioned,
and furnished with all necessary equipment. The Personal Equipment Section
is also housed in this building as it is adjacent to the flight line and
helicopter parking area. Congtruction work in the immediate area of Bldg
1833 has not hampered squadron activities and when completed will provide
outstanding facilities for the 20th. (3)

g+ (U) The official call sign of Udorn based helicopters is "Pony
Express!, The popular name and call sign is "Pony." Similarly the UH-1F's
in Vietnam carry the call sign of "Green Hormet", and in the forward opera-

ting areas are normally referred to as "Hornets.," (6)

h. (U) During November and December 1963, the Pony Express flew over
80 hours in support of aircraft crash assistance and investigation., Let-
ters of appreciation were received from the Coummanders of the 338th Tac-
tical Fighter Wing (PACAF) and the 56th Special Operations Wing. (3)
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i, (U) During November, a team of Royal Maiﬁpian Air Force Officers
and Advisors observed our Udorn CH=3 operations and maintensnce prograus
for a week. The purpose of their visit was to gain knowledge of our. pro-
cedures in order to improve on similar Malaysian Air Force operations. (3)

Je Ug) On 7 October 1968, a CH=3, commanded by Lt Colonel S, Martin,
came under fire. Approaching a landing zone in Southern Laos, the aircraft
had just attained a hover, when automatic weapons fire was encountered from
the tree line. The approach was discontinued end a successful infiltration
was accomplished minutes later at an alternate landing zone, Examination
of the aireraft discloged one bullet hole and light damage to the aircraft.

kx, (U) During this reporting period CH-3 helicopter (Udorn only)
accomplishments were as follows:

October November December
Hours Flown 4246 39447 4519
Migsions Fragged 49 51 46
Migsions Flown 27 49 45
Sorties Flown 4LR8 L4T 518
Pagsengers 940 1219 1452
Cargo (Tons) 2845 4042 40.2
SAR Alert 0 0 4]

6, The 20TH SOS - Tan Son Nhut AB, RVN Operations

a. (U) During this reporting period, the primary mission of the <~
Ten Son Nhut Detachment continued to be the transfer of reconnalssance
£ilm to the using Army field commanders, with a secondary mission of
VLP support for the Commander, 7th Air Force, Over 30 tons of cargo
were delivered, 3,000 passengers hitched rides with use, and practically
‘every general grade officer (plus a US Senator) in Southeast Asia was
speeded on his way by the two UH-1Fs assigned to Tan Son Nhut.

b. (U) Tan Son Nhut alrcraft are fragged through Strike Plans, 7th
Air Force, as required. Normally two flights per day are ordered to
practically every major Army installation within 50 miles of Saigon.
These Army bases include, but are not limited to: FPhu Loi, Lai Ke, Dau
Treng, Chu Chi, Duc Hoa, Xuan Loc, Blackhorse, Luscombe, Vung Tau, Bear
Cat, Long Bien, and Vien Hoa AB, (5)

c. (U) During this reporting period, the Tan Son Nhut detachment
supported the ARVN Special Forces by supplying helicopters two days per
month to acquaint Special Forces iroops with the use of McGuire Rigs and

the capabilities of the UH-1F helicopter, (5)
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7. The 20TH SOS = Nha Trang AB, RVN Operations o

a, (U) Nha Trang 4B, RVW is the home of the 20th Special Operations
Squadron, however, only a small fraction of the 20th's total opsrations are
conducted here.. All heavy maintenance and phase inspections for UH-1F
helicopters in Vietnam is accomplished here. Flying activities include
pilot upgrading fiights, gunship and slick training, md local visual re-
connaissance flights. When additional aircraft are available, they are
uged to(s?pport the 14th SOW and other approved agencies in the Nha Trang
area, (1l

b, () Again this quarter, the 20th at Nha Trang experienced communi-
cations difficulty with Ban e Thuot, RVN, Only one phone circuit is avail-
able and difficult to obtain during normal working hours. Further the
single side band radio link is subject to adverse atmospheric conditions,
jemming, and maintenance difficulties. Requesis for iumproved facllities
have been submitted, however no date has been set for installation of new
equipment. At Nha Trang AB, transportation and comaunications problems
continue to exist. These problem areas have been brought to the attention
of higher authority, however, the problemg are not of such magnitude to
receive priority, nor do they degrade our mission capability to the extent
that they require immediate action. Squadron operations has only two ve-
hicles available for crew transportation and general use on the bage, Mosi
gircrews reside in the city of Nha Trang. While scheduled transportation
is available, and the base is compact, much time is wasted waiting or
walking further, routine maintenance on one vehicle reduces the "Fleet"

by 50%. (1) S

c. (U) On 3 November 1963, the Green Hornets provided transportation
for General Jonn P, McConnell, Chief of Staff, United States Air Force.
General McConnell was flown from Cam Rahn Bay to rhan Rang AB, thence to
Nha Trang AB and then returned to Cam Rahn Bay. General McConnell stopped
briefly at each base to present awards and inspect facilities. Our main-
tenance men did an outstanding job of preparing the four Hueys used. The
fact that the entire operation was accamplished without a hitch attests to
the professionalism of the officers and men of the 20th. (7)

<y

d. Nha Trang local area mission requirements were placed on the UH-1Fx
agein during this quarter. The l4th SOW OI 5525 required the 20th to fly
local area visual reconnaissance flights to support the "Joint Defenge
Migsion" of Nha Trang, The 20th was further required to maintain one UH-1F
gunship and crew on alert from 1900 to 0600 during this period, (8)

e, ) Major William Boyd, Squadron Armament Officer was interviewed.
~ Major Boyd stated that there were several armament problems encountered
during this reporting period., We have sufficient miniguns (40) on hand
for our mission requirements, however external rocket supports are in short
supply @ue to combat losses; and base supply can not give a firm date on
delivery of additional mounts. (10)
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£, (@) During December 1968 several tests were conducted on rockets
armed with 17 1lb warheads, as opposed to the 10 lb warhead curren$ly in
use. The 17 1b warhead was found to be a far superior weapon for our
mission then the smaller charge; however, the additional 100 1b load
for aircraft could not be accepted without reducing the fuel or minigun
ammmition load, (10)

g. Druing the month of December 1968, use of rockets increased
drastically. During October and November an average of 73 rockets were
fired against hostils forces, In December 290 rockeis were expended.,

On several occasions Army ground forces have reported that rockets caused
the enemy to panic and run from their offensive positions thus exposing .
themselves to subsequent minigun passes and our sniper fire, Both gun=
ships and slick pilots feel that the increased use of rockets has enhanced
the "Green Hormet! ability to recover teams in the field with a minimum

of enemy resistance, Gunship pilots have found that they need not make
long rocket approaches, for excellent accuracy, but may fire rockets from
positions within the normal minigun patterns. (10) (21)

h. The construction of a new Maintenance facility.for the 20th SOS
in in progress. The foundation and frame have been completed and the
building is progressing at a rapid rate, Estimated completion is sche-
duled for early April. This building will provide office space for
operations and maintenance., Captain Walter Booth, Maintenance Officer,
states that the building will accomodate two UH-1Fs. Captain Booth fur-
ther stated that a hoist originally planned for the building has been
deleted., Captain Booth feels that the lack of a heavy hoist will cause _
delays during engine changes. (11) =

1{&5An increass in the NORS (Not Operational Ready Supply) rate was
increased during the reporting period at Nha Trang., This was due to the
high flying time being built up on UH-1Fs and closer more thorough maine
tenance inspection program, Operating under adverse climatic conditions
and intense hostile ground fire caused a drain on parts. A& recommendation
to increase replacement items in the supply pipeline has been suggested.
In an effort to temporarily alleviate this problem, the Chief of Main-
tenance, Nha Trang, has given "cannibalization initiation authority" to
the 20th. This has eased the parts supply problem because there are
usually several helicopters in maintenance phase inspections for periods
up to four days. (11)

jo (U) Until November 1968, helicopter nephanics/aerial gunners
were qualified only in miniguns or 1~60 machine guns. This caused a
problem at the Ban Me Thuot forward operating base, Crew chiefs of
gumships who were not qualified minigunners would crew a gunship but
'fly on a slick crew, This resulted in a decrease in the quality of
msintensnce, Under a new concept instituted by Captain Booth, all
men are duel qualified in miniguns and M~60's. This allows the crew
chief to fly on and maintain only one helicopter. Both pilots and
crew chiefs are pleased with the results of this change. (11)
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k. (U) During the reporting period Staff Sergeant Robert B.
Williams and Sergeant Ronald C, Winkles, both 1-60 door gunners, hag
gimilar unique experiences, Both gunners were hit in the head by Com=
munist AK=47 rifle fire and both suffered only minor injuries. The
pallistic helmet ugsed by all crew members made the difference, Ser-
geant Williams was hit over the left eye., He received 1l stikches and
a bottle of aspirin from the Flight Surgeon. Sergeant Winkles took two
bullets in the forehead, yet sustained only a superficial scalp wound,
Grew members faith in their protective equipment and body armor hit an
21l time high. (12)(15)(19) .

8. Ban Me Thuot Operations

a. @{) The overall operation at Ban Me Thuot has not changed signi-
ficantly during the reporting period, All work on revetments and facilities
jig complete. Facilities now include private rooms for all pilots and & new
club. The work on the perimeter defense has been completed, Compared to
the previous reporting periocd, few attacks against the camp have been ini-
tiated by the enemy. (9) (185

b, During the reporting perid, incceased emphasis was placed on
the highly classified "Daniel Boone" operations. The expended operations
and heavy concentration of enemy troops in our area of operations resulted
in almost daily contect with the enemy.. Despite outstanding professional~
igm displayed by aircrews and use of proven low level tactics, the 20th
logt two helicopters to enemy ground fire during this period. The details
of these aircraft losses are set forth below., (9) (18

0

L - - x

Ce (n 26 November 1968, a flight of two gunships and three slicks
were lauhched in response to a call from one of the Army Special Forces
teams that the 20th was supporting. The team had been surrounded by enemy
forces, their position had been compromised, and they were in immediate
danger of being overrun by superior enemy forces, The two gunships were
first to arrive over the beleaguered team and upon descent to low level,
all erew members observed enemy tracer rounds whipping past the choppers
Despite intense ground fire both gunships expended rockets and thousands
of minigwm rounds into the enemy from treetop level, After several passes
Capbain David Miller, Aircraft Commander, and Major Russell Simonetta, Pilot
of Gunship #2 observed caution lights on both engine and trensmission oil
temperature, with full knowledge that engine failure was only a minute or
so away. OCaptain iMiller made one more firing pass before heading away from
the aree. About 45 seconds after pulling off target the engine siezed. A
successful autorotation to a jungle clearing was accomplished. Rescue of
the crew was accomplished by a 20th slick within three minutes as the heli-
copter had landed a mere 2000 meters from the encircled Special Forces tean.
Enemy forces set fire to the helicopter only 25 minutes after the crew had
been rescued. Although confirmation was not possible, Captain Miller
believes that his airoraft was hit in the oil cooler by a .50 caliber slug. (21)
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& ) Oon 27 November 1968, ths day affer Captain Miller and crew
were « - ned, the 20th Special Operations Squadron experienced the loss of
seconi uH-1F, The mission was to infiltrate a Special Forces team into an
enemy bivouac area., Captain William Dyer and crew were flying theé team
members in their-slick. The landing zone was in a heavy gecondary growth
area at the bottom of a ravine., Further, the landing zone was surrounded
by 150 foot multilayered jungle, .orcing Captain Dyer into a high steep
approach, As he approached the ground it is suspected that an enemy bullet
ripped into his controls, causing him to loose fore and aft cyclic control.
The helicopter contacted the ground, rolled over on its side and a few min-
utes later, burst into flames. Of the ten souls on board, five survived.
Both pilots and one door gunner escaped, but Staff Sergeant Gene F,
Stuifbergen was trapped in the wreckage. The backup slicks landed in the
landing zone a few minutes after the crash and despite the threat of enemy
fire, successfully rescued the survivors. (20)

8. é?f During the reporting period, the 20th Special Operations Squadron
conducted one night infiltration and one night exfiltration. All details

of these emergency operations are highly classified. Any helicopter opera-
tions in close proximity to the ground at night, are at best dangerous.

These missions were no exception, It was felt by all participating crew
members that these night missions were so hazardous that unless a dire emer-
gency existed, operations of this nature were not worth the potential loss

of men and machines. The infiltration was unsuccessful. The lesson learned:
artificial lighting is an absolute must. The exfiltration was conducted with
the sssistance of two "Moonlight" flare ships and was. successful. Obviously
operaticns conducted under flares or using eircraft lighting systems can_be
observed by the enemy seversl kilometer distant and any advantage of surprise
ig lost. Further the enemy can pin point the operatiom, bring fire to

besxr upon the operation, or deploy ground troops to neutralize our ground
teams. (18) (13) (9)

f. (U) Personnel of the 20th Special Operaticns Squadron were awarded
three Silver Stars, 10 Distinguished Flying Crosses, two Bronze Stars, 67
Air Medaels, six Air Jorce Commendation Medals, and six Purple Hearte during
the period of thi: r .port.

T

9, (U) Civic actic: projects undertaken by the 20th during this period are
varied, The constian; rotation of men to and from Ban Me Thuot hemper sche-
duling of extensiie srojects. The school house renovation project, completed
the past summer, was reactivated to touch up minor faults in the original
work. Three men are assisting the Catholic Orphanage in Nha Trang. These
men devote two nights a week to the orphanage teaching formal lessons in

the English language to all interested indigenous personnel. Therr classes
are very popular. Ffurther the 20th has obtained and distributed large
amounts of adult and children's clothing to the Vietnemese. OChristmas for
the children at the Protestant orphanage of Nha Trang came as Senta arrived
on a 20th Huey to distribute gifts. A Christmas party for the children

was sponsored by the 20th. The 20th at Udorn has responded to the needs of
the Udorn community orphanage by constructing sewage disposal lines, donating
gifts of food and clothing, and providing hours of compansioship to the

children. (3) (16)

Jﬂ'z’)
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10, (£) During this reporting period extracts of the Management Status
and Trends Reports for Nha Trang, Udorn and Tan Son Nhut UH-1F operations

were as follows:

-~ October
Hrs Flown 1407.6
Missions Fragged 530
Missions Flown 486
Sortieg Flown 2581
Passengers 3056
Cargo (Tons) 6641

Rounds Expended 164350/471

A s

November

1482.8
471
480

2856

3483

7245

December
1320.3
443
442
2586
3067
69.8

2110007351 2507007556

Pt
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ceramic helmet

© second. time in
" had saved.a:”

Robert B. Wililgr ,
Ceye Aw,ithout--sei”i;)us_vinjury just a(month earlier. .
bullets hit,” siid, Winkles, “but .
4 that - wasn’t ‘hurt. 1 got’ right .

Y felt the”

when T realize

E
]

NG AB — “It way like no
T've ever had,” commented
Winkles. Which can he ve-

1 oisn't every day a mun is

ad twice and lives.

. M-60 machine gunner with the
rations Sq., that flies mwissions in
spter. 1t 'was on one of the mis-

32mm armor-piercing bullets from

Qi’]-"’smas}md into his helmet.

-d'rguhner was knocked down in
en -the ™ bullets impacted. But lo
the enemy soldiers and his own
ifike, ‘Winkles got right ‘back up.
was made possible by the tough
wWinkles was wearing. It was the

3 wionth - that the ballistic helmet, ‘

reen: Hornet” of the 20th. Sgt.
ms had beew shot above the left

back up. The way 1 saw it, we had been in the
L.Z {landing zone) for only 45 sceends then, and

feeling “sorry far: yoursetf- wouudp’t do any 2004

if-you were going to end up dead anyway
So he grabbed his M-60 and staried fring. His

~fellow crew members figured that kis actions
helpéd “save thelr Yives, since they were under .

heavy fire.from an’ enemy hase caimp just 100
. meters away. .
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helmet aad. one of ‘the bullets it
stopped zre. held by Sot. -Ronald. C. “Winkdos,
who ‘was shot twice inthe head : end-escape
uninjured. R
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By SGT. JIM v. JITE
NHA TRANG - - There
may somewhere g an
tuckier than Sgt. 1 ohert B. -
Williams, - but the -+ would
have a hard time making
him believe it. -
Sergeant Willic as, Wil
liston, N.D., is @ aerial
gunner in the 20t . Special *
Operations Squac on here. .
On a recent mi sion, an -

enemy sSniper {7 ced his v

sights on him an: squeezed -
the trigger just & the UH-
1F¥ “Huey in whit - he was |
riding lifted off t » ground.

The bullet slar ped into
Sergeant Williaz 5 flight
helmet just abo: » his left
eye. 1t penetrate , but the
helmet, of reinfc ed fiber-
glas-and-plastic construc-
tion, deflected e bullet
downward. Strik g him a
glancing blow ¢ the fore-
head, the slug fi » out be
tween the helme and the
gunner’s face.

Knocked unce scious by

the blow, he was ‘lown tc a
nearby hospital. ‘our hours
after the sniper sulled the
trigger, Sergean Williams
walked out of i 2 hospital

with a headach . and sev- .

eral stitches ir his fore- :
head; otherwis:. he . was

none the worse or the in- -

cident. .

“All the crev” members i

of the 20th wes those hel-
mets,” bhe g sed, “and
«rsonally, I'd -ecommend

em to anyone. My helmet
did just what it was design-
ed to do, and ¢ : soon as 1
get another one and a bot-
tle of aspirins, 1'be rondy
to fly again.” i

T VB biem
Lucky Helmed
Gowes NCO

NIA TRANG, Victnam (Spe-
cinly—"1t was like no other {eel-
ing DIve ever had,” said Sgt.
Ronald C. Winkles, 23, Morris-
town, Tenn.

and indeed it was, since it
jsn't every day you are shot
(wice in the head.

Winkles is an 160 maching
gunuer with the Air Force's 20th
Special Operations Squadron,
that flies missions in the UH-1F
helicopier. It was on oné of the
missions that two 7.82mm armor-
piercing bullets from a Commu-
nist  AR47 smashed -into his
helmet.,

The %18-pound gunner was
Lnecked down in the chopper
when the buliets impacted. But
the surprise of the enemy sol-
5 and his own crew membery
Winkles got right back up
cept on firing.

and !

~4 210 SUares &

w
A
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- MEDCAP MISSION AIDS Hlee 10 - 68 - 7
" WOUNDED ELEPHANT Dy Sgbt James N. White
United States Air Force

~ NHA ?RANG'(?AF) - When anything as ponderous as @

pair of pachyderms wgnders into the area of a firefight, something

has to give. “nd that's how #ir Force Captain Richard P. Peipgras,

25, Minneapolis, happened to ﬁreat the two most unusual patients

of his medical carcer.

Twe elephants recently wandered inte a crossfire
betwsen communist and allied forces aiside 2 Hontagnard village
near Ban Me Thout. Realiszing their nerdicament, the pachyderms
- turned and lumbered away froa the danger area, bul not belers
"both of them ware‘wcunded.

Ay offigials in the area coniscted the Dth
Special Operations Squadren detochment is Ban e Thout and
requested medical help for the Mentagngfdsi elephanbto. #Hir “orce
Colonel Willism E. Skiszner, 45, Fittsburgh, reloyed the reguesi
to the 1lhth USAFVDispsnsary at Nha Trang and D1 . Pilepgras, base

Veisrinarian, flew to the scene in a 20 805 helicopter.

NO BHCTO

=R




add 111

wFhe larger of the elsphambs, an animal which weighed
ghout four tons, had been it in the frort shoulder and in the
hindquarters,® Piecpgras said, Mznd the secord elephant, aboub half
the size of the first, hed held his teil shob off, I took some
tranquilizing arugs along, bt they were deghgnsd for sentry dogs
and weren;t gtrong encugh Lo hsve much effect on Hhe elephants.”

Helped by the Monmtagnard hardler who quisted the

apimgls as he werked, Piepgras cleaned his patients' wouids, whi
had become infected, end gave then aniiblobics.
T think the prognosis is ged," Flepgres mmilst

efter his return to Nha Trang. 'They should recover nicely."

«30=




DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON

SPECIAL QRDER ' 23 June 1970

GB— 477

By direction of the President, CAPT JAMES P FLEMING, B, is avarded
the Medal of Homor for conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the
risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty on 26 Nov 1968:

On 26-November 1968, Captain Fleming (then First Lieutenant) distinguished
himself as the Aircraft Commander of a UH-1F Transport Helicopter near Duc Co,
Republic of Vietmnam. On that date, Captain Fleming went to the aid of a six-
man Special Forces Long Range Reconnaissance Patrol that was in danger of
being overrun by a large, heavily armed hostile force. Despite the knowledge
that one helicopter had been downed by intense hostile fire, Captain Fleming
descended, and balanced his helicopter on a river bank with the tail boom
hanging over open water. The patrol could not penetrate to the landing site
and he was forced to withdraw. Dangerously low on fuel, Captain Fleming
repeated his original landing maneuver, Disregarding his own safety, he
remained in this exposed position. Hostile fire crashed through his wind-
screen as the patrol boarded his helicopter. Captain Fleming made a
successful takeoff through a barrage of hostile fire and recovered safely
at a forward base. Captain Fleming's conspicuous gallantry, his profound
concern for his fellowmen, and his intrepidity at the risk of his life above
and beyond the call of duty are in keeping with the highest traditions of
the United States Air Force and reflect great credit upon himself and the
Armed Forces of his Country. N o

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORCE

Ly

) ~
JOHN D. RYAN, General, USAF
_ Chief of Staff -

3
JOHN F. RASH, Colonel, USAF . DISTRIBUTION
Director of Administration ' GO

GB- 477
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The President of the United States

in the name 9[

T~ .

~ :_7:’:': Con u.‘.s.
takes p[u.;uu in pzéuting t/gz

Medal of Honor

to

FLEMING, JAMES P.

Rank and organization: Captain, U.S. Air Force, 20th Special Opera-
tions Squadron. Place and date: Near Duc Co, Republic of Vietnam, 26
November 1968. Entered service at: Pullman, Wash. Born: 12 March
1943, Sedalia, Mo. Citation: For conspicuous gallantry and intre pidity
in action at the risk of his life above and beyond:the call of duty. Capt.
Fleming (then Ist Lt.) distinguished himself as the Aircraft Com-
mander of a UH-IF transport Helicopter. Capt. Fleming went to the
aid of a 6-man special forces long range reconnaissance patrol that was
in danger of being overrun by a large, heavily armed hostile force.
Despite the knowledge that 1 helicopter had been downed by intense
hostile fire, Capt. Fleming descended, and balanced his helicopter on a
river bank with the tail boom hanging over open water. The patrol
could not penetrate to the landing site and he was forced to withdraw.
Dangerously low on fuel, Capt. Fleming repeated his original landing
maneuver. Disregarding his own safety, he remained in this exposed
position. Hostile fire crashed through his windscreen as the patrol
boarded his helicopter. Capt. Fleming made a successful takeoff
through a barrage of hostile fire and recovered safely at a forward
base. Capt. Fleming's profound concern for his fellowmen, and at the
risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty are in keeping with
the highest traditions of the U.S. Air Force and reflect great credit
upon himself and the Armed Forces of his country. :




& | Biography
' United States Air Force

COLONEL JAMES P. FLEMING

Colonel James P. Fleming is the Commander of the U.S. Air Force-
Civil Air Patrol Southwest Liaison Region, with headquarters
located at the U.S. Naval Air Station in Dallas, Texas.

In this position, he is the chief point of contact between the
U.S. Air Force and the Civil Air Patrol, the civilian auxlllary

of the Air Force, for his six state region. The region is com-
prised of Arizona, Arkansas, Louisiana, New Mexico, Oklahoma,

and Texas. His respon31b111t1es include the supervision and
management of active duty Air Force ‘personnel and DOD civilians,
plus Air Force Reserve Officers who provide assistance and support
to Civil Air Patrol members throughout the region.

Colonel Fleming was born on March 12, 1943 in Sedalia, Missouri.
He is a 1961 graduate of Moses Lake ngh School, Moses Lake, '
Washington, and a 1966 graduate of Washington State UnlverSLty
where he earned a Bachelor of Science degree in police science.
While attending Washington Staté, Colonel Fleming joined the Air
Force Reserve Officer Training Corps and received his commission
as a second lieutenant upon graduation.

Colonel Fleming's military education includes completion of Squadron
Officer School in 1971, Air Command and Staff College in 1976, and
Air War College in 1986.

His first assignment upon entering the Air Force was to Laredo AFB,
Texas, for pilot training. 1In December 1966, he attended helicopter
pilot training at Sheppard AFB, Texas. Upon graduation in May 1967,
Colonel Fleming was assigned to Minot AFB, N.D., as a UH-lF heli-
copter pilot.

In June 1968, Colonel Fleming was assigned to the 20th Special
Operations Squadron, Republic of Vietnam, whereé he served until

April 1969. Upon his return from Southeast Asia in April 1969,

he was assigned to the 1l2th Flying Training Wing at Randolph AFB,
Texas, for T-38 training. A year later, he became a C-141 Starlifter
pilot at McChord AFB, Wash.” In August 1971, Colonel Fleming became
an instructor at the Air Force Academy at Colorado Springs, Colo.

In June 1975, Colonel Fleming attended Air Command and Staff College,
Maxwell AFB, Ala. Upon graduation in July 1975, he became a HH-53
helicopter pilot assigned to the 67th Air Rescue and Recovery

Squadron, Royal AFS, Woodbridge, England. He returned to Randolph AFB,
Texas, in August 1979, where he assumed command of Detachment 2, 1400th

(Current as of September 1991)

-more-




Military Airlift Squadron, Airlift Command, in March 198l. He was
assigned to Officer Training School in January 1984 as Deputy Com-'
mander for Military Training. In October 1984 he became Vice
Commander of Officer Training School. From August 1985 to May 1986,
Colonel Fleming was a student at the Air War College, and in May 1986
he was assigned to Squadron Officer School. In June 1989 he was i
assigned as Commander, U.S. Air Force-Civil Air Patrol Northeast
Region Liaison Region, until July 1991 when he assumed his present
position as:Commander, U.S. Air Force-Civil Air Patrol Southwest
Region.

Colonel Fleming is a command pilot with more than 5,000 flying hours
and 810 combat missions in Southeast Asia.‘

His awards and decorations include the Medal of Honor, Silver Star,
Distinguished Flying Cross, Air Medal with seven oak leaf clusters,
Legion of Merit, and the Meritorious Service Medal with one oak
leaf cluster. - ‘

Colonel Fleming is married to the former Jennifer L. Hansen of
Kelso, Wash. They are. the parents of three children: Amy, Rebecca,
and John. ‘ ’

-30-
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