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1967

History of the 20 Helicopter

Squadron
Npmbered Air Force: 7th Location: Nha Trang AB, RVN
Wiing: 14th Air Commando Wing Type Aircraft: H-3/ H-1
# Hours : 11,837  # Sorties: 15483
Passengers: 32,731 Cargo: 3,890,883 Ibs.  Expended 7.62: 240,400 rds 2.75 FFAR: 303
C¢mmander: Lt. Col. John W. Amidon/ Lt. Col. John M. Steén
Sepior Enlisted: UNK

Personnel Strength (Min/Max): UNK Officers UNK Enlisted

Cgmmentary: The 20th Helicopter Squadron continued to opdrate from Nha Trang during 1967 with
FQLs at Kontum, Tan Son Nhut, and Udorn. There were othér temporary facilities that were utilized
fog only short periods and were too numerous to list on this sHeet. The mission statement remained:
upport various Air Force combat activities, such as the communications sites, Tactical Air Control
tem, air liaison officers, airfield construction, aeromedical evacuations, counter-insurgency
opprations, and to support/ augment search and rescue forces in SEA if required. The unit will also be
regponsive to priority requirements of MACV." The operations and activities of the squadron were
stgpped numerous times due to roles and missions agreementsd that the Air Force Chief of Staff was
wqrking on. The problem was that the 20th was the only armed Air Force helicopter squadron in
higtory. On 19 February 4 UH-1F's completed our first armed mission for MACSOG. The UH-1's

had to be modified with FM radios, armored seats, and self-sealing fuel tanks to be useful in the
migsions that were given the squadron and shortages of parts and other materials resulted in low
capabilities rates during early 1967.

Significant Missions: The 20th participated in operation Trojant Horse throughout most of 1967 and
details are sketchy as to the actual mission. In early 1967 we su pported operation Deuces Wild that
pitted the 20th in it's first aggressor role against F-102's to traih them to halt insurgencies into U.S.
controlled airspace. April brought more team infils near the Hp Chi Minh trail this time with strike

s versus recon teams. 1967 also saw the 20th training battlgfield co-ordination to Thai Army and
Aif Force units allowing them more cohesive operations. The 'Pony Express" in the role of SAR assets
wete the first on scene when two B-52's collided in the air and were able to pick up six survivors.

i
i

Significant Awards: Air Medals: 145 Silver Star: 1 Distinguished Flying Cross: 22




MEMORANDUM

Date: 27 Dec 94
From: 20 S0S/CCcX
To: WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

Subject: DOCUMENT CLASSIFICATION

1. The documents contained herein are paortions of the 1ST/16TH
SOW histories for the dates shown on each document. The SOW
histories as a whole are classified for |the most part.

2. The documents in this binder are a compilation of materials
from varied sources and have all been declassified if necessary.
Sheets showing declassification are all posted in the last
document protector for each respective binder.

3. Any materials you feel may be of quesftionable classification
you are encouraged to bring to my attentiion and I will endeavor

to alleviate your apprehensions.

SQUADRON HISTORIAN




month.
hecond

1
i

12

24 COURE

l

COTL W

15

DECU S

Ayl

Le radic

1

RETH

lled uron
The 20th

seae (DAR) effort.

iy dm

arious loc—

R

wurs, 15




~

7. ($) On 24 Jonuary the 20th
commmuhist Lcrror;atu. Four Cl

area where they Immediately surrounded the enemy.
commnists were either killed or captured

8. (%) Squadron accomplislvaente &t Udor

Hours Flown
Sorties Ilown
Passengers Carried
Cargo Corried

Eight aircraft assisncd / 1
(682 $till at Llng'o Lor

. . \

Modification (" rean for Yepdlir.)

Incommission Rate
Alreraft Utilization Late
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Yoo Nhut fir Dase RVN
is as follows:

lo The history of the
during the PC;LOd of 1

m

a, The number of CH-3C aircuv Ui
Helicopter #579 is still out of ccwrdssion due to Pamapge incurred during the
April and December mortar attacks &nd thers is no BEIIC.

this period wus four.

b. Sixteen pilots werc utilized during oneratfons in this resiod. Twelve
tl

|
ilots were assigned here ag their primary base; the other four pilots were here
0 2 &
only temgorarily.

<

\
c. 4 total of 207:30 conbat Flving bours werpicom Aled on 478 sortiles;
o/ . K P
452,404 pounds of cargo cad 1195 Were &r'llf ed during this period.

These figgures can be further broken dovm as iOllOﬂS:

(1)  Combat hours flow. in primory u“”wort of: Alr ferce - 135:00;
Navy -~ 25:00 Army 50:00., \

(2) Sorties flown in support of': sfir Forge 338; HWavy Al; Army 98 and
other 7,

(3) Pounds of cirgo
69,077; Other Q,

rown for:  sidv l'orco 203,820; iMavy 52,5573 irmy

N o . oA o 3 4 A& A -
(4) Dassengers cirlifted for: .ir *orce [904; Navy 56; Army 200; and
ek e
other 135. ‘

d. The largest proportion ol our votal fijng;cffort Tor the nonth wes
0fb. L oons;etcd of 200,811 pounds of nunitions
airlifted on 87 sorties., The second lar expenddture of effort was the air-

lifting of food. 78,532 pounds of i od were moved |on gé sorties,

Forward ~ir Controller oip;

e, The courier was flown on 30 of the 31 da yu‘thu menth, no aircraft was
available for the one day. ‘The following passengefys were csrried: 403 Adr
Force; &7 srmy; and 25 Other. . totel of 14,700 pgunds of baggage was also

carried.

f. The Trojan Horse wuo [lown fiftcen Limes, & total of 27 rassengers and
5,600 pounds of cargo werc [lowi.

£o During this periocd the {ollowing VIil's wer¢ alrlifted:
(1) On 9 Jan It Gen homyer was flown from|ilen Son Nhubt to Lai Khe and -
returned. 2
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(2) On 11 Jun Cocretiry of the .ir rorce,) Harold Brown, Gen Fergerson,
Lt Gen's Momyecr and wheless aund purty were flown fo Field Force V and returned
to Tan w~on Nhut.

(3) On 15 Jan Diig Gen Zverest was flown|from Tan ton Nhut to Bien Hoa,

;> [Jowvn from Tan von

D

(4) On 17 Jan Brig Gen's Thompson «nd Smith wer
Nhut to Bien Hoa and returned.
(5) Cn 25 Jan Ruig Yen's Tdbott and Dunforn and rerty were flown to
Kangaroo Halipad neax Vung Tau and rceturncd.
h. On the evenins ol 9 Jan 67, Plieht wag called upon by the Mavy, who
had a "Seal" team in trouble, “he te was on a2 ¢lassified recon mission in the
Saigon Delta region when they were discovered. wg launched two sircraft just be-
fore sunset on 15 minutes notice. Cur briefing of the situation consisted of
little more than the 100"1;:1011_., mumber of men to beg picied up and that we would
have two HNuvy lHuey gunships for cover. The Jow plane piloted by Capt William
Johnson went in to malke the cibraction. The hoist [oiled jmmediately and Capt
Johnson was forced to use 2 "licGuire" ris that the M vy nen had thrown aboard
the plane to be used if Lhis did heppen.  Three m¢n attached themselves by use
of the ropes of the rcGuire ripg and uh”u hung about 6O feet below the sircraft.
Thcy were carried this way 1ur oboul 6 miles until] Capt Johnson could find a
safe area to land and tale ' on then returned to fly high

rd. Caplt Johns
cover for the second airec j Clifton YWerd. Maj Jard, after

ey £

some difficulty loca men, o the extraction with less than
5 minutes of daylight wos dn an oyea of very thick cover con-—

glephant pre height of 20 feet
Visibility into the cover was 7¢m ted to the rotor wash arew and areas opened
by bomb crators. ‘lhe ailrcralt came under isoluted simell arms fire when noving
into the area but did not draw my ground Lire while meking Lhe actual pick upe.
The members of both crews involved in the rescue were submitted for the
Distinguished Flying Cross.

sisting of small trees and

voodwrrd after completing o normal resupply
to Cong Be was called upon & crash rgcovery. The rescue was from

a very inseccure area along §ie border of the Centrul Highlands, The
area was covered with very dﬁnso ruco“dpry Jungle|grovwth growing to a height of
75 feet. IFour men were uiclked up ond turned to|vong Be special forces camp.
Capt Woodword and crew vere nom::'tud ‘or the hir|kedal,

i, On 25 January 67,

Js The flight was |called upon i construction and maintenance
of two radar stations. Lore than 50,000 >auipment and building materials
were moved to a site «tcp Hon Tre Island, which ig located aprroximately 3
miles off-shore from Nha Trang ~FB. ‘“The other rader station is located atop
Con Son Island, which is Jocated 45 miles off-shore from ZJouth-easbtern coast of
RVN, This is a iavy stotion wnd 52,000 lbs of eqhipment snd supplies were
airlifted in support of this unit,
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6. (fL) The United Gtat.s Ovepscrs L'_L:Ja:i_o;z contifued its raldio installation
prograi in Neortheast Thalland. The ! Slow 51 hows, 10 ndavites carrying

P

2

25,615 pounds of cu v 58 mpnrs dn 125 dorties in this
mission. -
7. (U) On 4 February one CI-3C e scrami] tol| & simall bto evacuate

little pirl wlio hod 2ii :;'é,lucl: by & Jargo trupk. The ciow mans rrcfl ‘to
pick up the victim in record Lime and 1ushed her|to the
However, all these eflocts ;r;u-ovcw in vain ng thol|child c.!_icd u.ujilv aLLc

reaching the hozpital,

Chief of Staff

Special Forces

8. (U) On 10 February the 20Lh carriced Mojor Goper
of the Mirst Loyul Thal Armay, bo » mmall United {latce
Camp in Southeorn Thail:ood.

Ol (J) On 13 TPebrunry tne Z0ba {low on w
Southern Iaos. The lHavy rids ‘L,:u-:a,»r;_’_‘;
and injuresd scveral Heoile.  Two Cb-3
Ordnance Disoosal personnel intoe tho
critically wounded to |iavaniichet for
Korat Air Base, Thailand

v
Liileo

fission to a village in
1dly villare and killed
eal aud Hrolosive
more
ital at

e fld® o 2
G s Jﬁ.

)
TR [
VA CI U]

dchu
dieral Jemesen T, McConnell,
Fip 3taff from Do Nang

(L) Also on 13 Febiusr:
P Staff ol the [United

o
s o I ] 1
Adlr Base to Monkey liount:

e (L) n 23 Februnry
Viet Nam to evacurte a [ido
North Viet MNam for oveir four
and when they ren 1‘.@.1. the duead
tean was nownere in sicht.
forcing them down wilhin
that  one helicepter was riddled
pilot's windshield was blown
one foot out of track. Tho
staging bise, bub or '

1
5 0

- b 4 bl P 5 ’ ‘
crews will be recommond ad Do

mission deep into No
that had beon workin

=%

7

hindered t

¢ Lhov discovered h:u the

the arca despite low ceilines

It wag during this search 4
qubtorutic fire. The entire

s hit zo budly bhet it was
x’(ﬁaT:.: it ba c‘m. to thoe forward
/ 17 S bhe ercw.  PBoth
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2. (§) oquadron accowplishyonte ol Udorn weves

Hours Flovn.
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s et
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Carro C..JJ; ded

Bight aireraft
(682 still at Bansk

Incommission iate 79% ;
Adreraft Ulilimat] :




Februery
20th Helicopte

S~

l. The history of - the 20th
RV during the period of 1
a. The number of Cl--3C
Helicopter #579 was turned
for it. On & February 67 two

Helicopter
February 07 through 24 February 67 is

sdrcralt
over

Historiccl Repdrt
>y Cguadrgn
Tan Son Whut

on gt Tan Son Nhut Air Base,
as follows:

Hguad.

assigned duﬁinﬁ thie period was three.
tean Wﬂd they are now accountable
P

am Nha Troang, one was

to the wili
UH-1F's arrived

assigned PCS and bthe other TDY., Jauter in the.morth a third UH-1F arrived
from Nha Trang Lo be ascipned Lor about a weok. |

e The number of CH-3C
the assignment of MHaj C:tes,
this period. All entries
aircraft will be 2s follows:

Ce totael of 255:40 combed
lhuO PEss
down into

conpilen

242,494 poundu of cargo and
These figures can be broic:n
105:30 combsat flying hours

of cargo and 871/419
figures can again be

(1)
81:35; irmy:

(2)
and other:

Combat hours inw

128:40/13
Sorties flown in

13.

(3) Pounds of cursyo
and other: 1350,

;) Passenger
972

\).)/\
\,J

other:

d. The Jlargest
support. It consisted of 111
and 52:35 combat hours {lown.
of food, mostly in su.port of
was moved on 25 sortiecs. The
mission working with the
combat hours.

e, The largest
FAC support and

effort of the UH-1F's was VIP

milolbs

after

DASEENZErs

broken dovmn

primay
and other 1:35

adrlifted

provortion of
sl pounds of

the
third

'
/..L']”,"/.r .

proportion of

Lotaled 31:25 combat

support, 15:10 combpl
|

|

5 increaszd [bo 13 in this period with
Six Ul-11" pilots welre assigned here TDY for .
this when lcfelidg to the diflerent types
CH-3C/UH~1F, i

hours
COTG WOre
alreraft tﬁvvo
on 294/217 sorties;
airlifted d

L flying wexls compiled on 521 sorties;
zirlifted during this period.
«3 Tollows: 150:10/
190,338/52,156 pounds

r*n~ this period. These

Welre

further as follo s :
a in primar su,p01% of: !ir Force 74:4,0/

¥
/0. |

support ol: Adr Fopce: 349; Army: 148;
flown for: #ir Yorge: 175,116; immys 68,817;
- i
for: Adr Foreel: 7993 Army: 218; and

CH-3C [ying efifort for the wonth was I'AC
munitions eirlifted on 57 sorties
q cLivr was the eirlifting

I 60,342 pounds of food

in support of classified
rixf G7 corties and 51:45

The second WUAT
Army, & Lo

I -'w) roG

v
This <nvolvrﬂ £13

the tot=l flying effort of the UH-1F's was

[1ving hoursl The second greatest
flying hours.
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f. The courier was flown ow 14 of the 22|doys this month, CH-3C's
were not available on the obther deys. The iollowing Mssengers were carried:
Air Force: 239; Army: 22; and other: 14.| A total of ?600 pounds of

baggage was also carricd, ‘

g The Trojan Horse wias flown 12 times, i totel of 26 psssengers and
4850 pounds of cuargo wera {lown,

he During this reporting period the lolJQWan ViF's were airlifted:

(1) On 3 feb Fremier Ry was flowu'in;a CH--3C from TSH to Binh
Minh and returncdo

(2) On 11 Feb Brig Gen Spruance was flown in o CH-3C to Phu loi.

(3) On 11 Feb Brig Gen Huey wos flow@ in a CI=3C from TSN to BNH
and returned.

(4) On 11 Feb e Gen Crwa wes flown|in a CH-3C to BNH and returned,
(5) On 12 Feb Brig Gen koore and party were Llown in a UH-1F from
TSN to Chu Chi, Tay Ninh Site #4, Tay Ninh unl returned to TIN.

(6) ©Cn 15 Feb Brig Gen Moore and party were {lown from Dian to

173 BDE Headguarters, to 3 miles north of Tay |Ninh &nd rceturned to TSN
‘

(7) On 22 T'eb Cen lomyer, Brig Gen Tdlbot and Brig Gen loore were
flown in a UH-1F to coordinstes i{133-92, Horthwest of Dau Ting to observe
air strikes and paracrons in conjunction with [the openin: ol operation
Junction City.

i. From the 23 Feb through 26 Feb Brig G@n Moore used « UH-1F extensively
to observe the air support used in conjunction with the Junction City.
operation, Brig Gen Hoore utilized this alrcyait o total of 25:25 combat
flying hours. |

Je On 9 leb 2 Ul-1F :11 1.it and 135 men to fly and naintain them were a
assigned to this utatlon. These aircraflt were used primsrily in VIP support
and the airlifting of smwl]om cargo loads, whére it was more economical to
use a "Huey' versus & "Big Charley",

|
2., On 19 I'eb the CH-3C!'s were assigned a new|classified mission in support
of Army Specilal Forces TC“mJo This has resulfed in tue deployment of the
"Charlies" to Kontum OB #2; the aircreft have remiined at that base full
time and r;turnod to TSH unlw fow hMJﬂ‘LUrJCU; A totul of 91 sorties and
51:45 combat flying hours hsve been flown in ‘upport of this nission.
GP=L



‘encugh to keep
X

Howowver,.
1
has b:op increc.e

werformed b; the 20Ch

20 (rl) ""70 IA"/C J(,I‘(‘(‘

support T’“p]onu with
there, HHVLL, they
eniable the :
amwd continuc

up the Jolly Green iy
tlhils search and reccuc
:] 5

975 (Lll cre L(J
Jolly Green, :qould

83

out ~of—country misil
. ,

G,

onsibility of perfoumnd

A¢p%mmm¢c%rl Ul lelerd

On 12 licrch the 20Lh
downed L-101 pllob A
made the pick-up,

~

o ({) On 20 Larch a
abountt ofr *uwgf;ume
in Steel Tip
tremely .au~1uouu lan
cneny broops in bhe
Fonies had been hit

with the Fony Iikpress
Die

C o ¢
from the L rng

and useless Lo su;,o:*
miszion gives o&ncrctv

b

L'J

e sobion

7

O
praeseuce

o fully
o
:

siward obaging

the fact Lhe
‘::.;'t were o
LCCQMrLiuhQQ. This
i.

(@]
manzuver tight

the type of
in bthe number
conmcitmoent
.’3;:r1 the re-—

missions orevicusly

Treng to fly
stotioned
to

contiaued to back

sunpert of
on everage of
to replace the

"itilitv omooex—

of several hundred
a'(; of the :
-Irr' Wo("' !

Loy -
v

OTit o
i

s not compatable |
TeN5ONS ! ‘
alrspeeds
our

over target long
1O,




5. (U) On 19 Liarch ney medical
evacuation of srmy ael khon|to lorat. Departing
Udorn at 1100 m locel wnd orydviiy ot Horat 0RO am local,

-—

b. (C) Sguadron accomplictments ot Udorn werch
1 / NS,
Hours flown L.GG4-00
Sorties flown A2
Paseengers ( ! g58

L2 o 210

iight sireraft Lo 1t
(682 still at Jaus Gand, Team fox

repairs)

=- l® ) |«

Incoumisgion tute :

Y 1 e S S

itute 62 Hours/ ireraft
)

sy 2 /0

Personnel ‘ubthoriscd benwonnod dsed ned

; R
S oours

Mt lech L5 19
Specialiuy L 20
Pilots 21 33

Administrative 2

sfticles no offical mediws
Lion to the 20Uk fir Commendo

dlon.

7. (C) Dezpite ruuor:
has been releaccd chengd
Squedronie. We remain




March Historical Repord
20th Helicopler Sqd
& Ten Son Hhub

1, The History of the D th Helicopbe:
ing the period of 1 larch 57 through

0 1 [ s TSRS S AL
o vaireralt

As  The number of CI-37 airc: $
craft #7690 is out of commission due to vattle dimage
two.

during this period was three, Air-
The aumber of UH-1F's was

B. The number of CH-5T pilets was 12 during tijis period, 7 Ud-1® pilots were
assigned here during this period. (411 enbries afler this when roefeving to the

different tyves aircraflfi will be as follows: CH-3C AT UTT- 13,

C, #A total of 225 combat Tl g neurs were jcompiled on 429 sorties; 88,497
Med during this period. There fig-

pounds of cargo
ures can be further bronen down
vat flying hours
469/938 pessengers
broken down further as Lo

~
o

typed os Tollows: 12,:55/95:55 COol—
s A — p - A 4 - -

29,186/59,312 pounds of cargo end

reriod. <Tnes2 figures can again be

PE 1N
1) Combet hours flown in primory supnors ol Lir Forces A45:40/74:40;
/ ‘ , Pl 2 (6245
Army: 85:55/18:20 and Othor: Q/2:55,

Yoxeof  47/1625 Ammy:r 173/24 and

2) Sorties flown in support of: Aix
Others 0/9.

~
~

3) Pounds of Cexgo airiifted for: Adw Torpe: 5,575/36,062; Army: 17,810/
3,250 and Othex: 5,800/C.

irnys 158/38 and Others:

airiifted Tor:  Adw Forco: Pa 2
3 e e p

s

D The largest proportion of ClH-5C Ty
7 pf 60:50 combat hours flown,

2okt for the month was in sunport
the cluagsified mj:wﬁwn.'luh.&va i

p”‘songerm carried and 1350 pounds of crpoo bleh aiwlifted,
The tobal flying elflont U=ty vl divided aboul equally anongest
of miscions, ot p VIEP suvoport. PAC supoort and
L ting of Lfood.
F. The coumder was & ncoelled bhis mooth doe bof 1he shoaes in prinery vission
of the CH .
. G. The Trojan illorsc wag Tlown by bie UHi-13's ulngn kimomm Phirty-eight pao—
£ ] bt hours were flown,

sengers srd 4,610 pounds of caxgo
o, 5 y

@73 \ e1c3\
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History of "E" Flight, 20th Helicopter Squadron
1 January 1967 - 31 March 1967

Prepared by:
Captain James W, Daniels| Jr.
"B Flisht Historian

Approved:

JOHN W, ELFTHANN JR,
Major, USAF




1.  Commander:
The Flight Commander at the first of the quarter was Lt. Col. Robert

Brochman. When his 179 IDY ended on 17 January he was replaced by Lt. Col.
Robert L. Hess, Upon the completion of his 60 day TDY Col. Hess was re-

placed by-UaJor Robert L, Baldw:n\for the duration of the quarter, (§)
KiIcCED 1N AC T
'M-/

20 Migssion:
The mission of the flight should be broken into two sectiong:

a. While in Thailand assigned to the 606th Air Commando Squadron, Royal
Thai Air Base, Nakhon Phanon, the mission was|to teach the Thai Army and Air
Force to coordinate their efforts for maximum effectiveness, and to support
other USAF activities such as Civic Action teans, USAID, and USQM.

b. When the flight moved to Nha Treng, Republic of Vietnam, to becoms
part of the 20th Helicopter Squadron, 14th Air Commando Wing; it had no mis-
sion, Steps were taken by 7th Air Force to generate a mission with MAC SOG,
This was accomplished on 15 February and involved the use of'arwed Air Force
helicopters.,

3. Operations:

The operations from 1 January to 17 Januany consisted of supporting the
Air Force Civie Action teams and helping USQH |teams install radios in many
small villages in Northeast Thailand,

On 17 January 30 pilots returned to the 4L, having completed their 179
IDY period. They were replaced by 18 pilots TDY for 60 days from the ZI,
4 PGS pilots from the 20th Helicopter Squadron, and 8 pilots reassigned from
the 38th A}r Rescue Squadron, Thege people plus the original 6 PCS pilots

brought the maning to 36 pilots,




P,

At'/h

KRN

The normal operation all but ceased at this time as all the new per-
sonnel had to be trained by the original 6 PGS pilots,

On 30 Janué;y word was received from PACAF that all 15 UH-1F aircraft
were to be removed from Thailand by the end of the next day. On 31st of
January all but two aircraft were ferried to Nha Trang, Republic of Vietnanm,
to become "E" flight of the 20th Helicopter Squadron. The remaining two air-
craft were allowed to remain in Thailand long enough to finish a flood re-
lief mission they were doing at the request of the King and Queen, .

Upon arriving at lha Trang the Flight continued their training while a
migsion was being sought., The mission received from MAC SOG involved the use
of armed helicopters so a Test and Lvaluation | Program was conducted on sev-
eral weapon systems, The program was a success and on 19 February 4 armed
UH~1F's performed their first MACSOG mission with outstanding results.

Air Force intrest at the Chief of Staff level arouse over the program as
this was the only armed Air Force helicopter operation in history,

Several times during early stages of operation activities we stopped be-

cause of Roles and Migsion Agrecmenta conflicts. However, during these periods,

unarmed UH-1F's performed a number of outstanding missions. During one such
nission, on 31 March, the Flight Commander, Major Robert L, Baldwin was KIA
and became the first fatality of the flight, (§)
ke Lorsonnel:

At the time of this history there is no UMD of any personnel for the
flight, (U)
5, Eguinm@ﬁi* The flight consisted of 14 UH~1F helicopters (one having been
lost on 31 March), OFf the 14, only 3 have the necessary modifications to ad-
equately handle the MACSOG mission.

(2) N



The 11 unmodified aircraft had the armored seats installed and the
gelf-gealing fuel tanks arrived, but could not be installed because of a lack
of parts., Nonéqof“the 11 aircraft had I radios that were necessary for the
missilone

The four original aircraft were modified to use the 7.62 Mini-Gun and
2,75 rocket launchers, (§)

6o Facilities:

The operations building inadéquate due to it's small size and location,
This problem will be removed with tho construction of the new building which
has been approved, (U)

7. Logistical Supnpori:

The logistical support was very bad durihg the quarter. Modifications
that were approved were not made due to a lack of parts, Certain parts needed
to keep the aircraft flying were obtained from the Army helicopter units on
a "Lend and Trade" basis, (U)

8. Llans:

No future plans were made due to a possible change in the near future. (U)
9. Erohlem Areag:

A, Mission - The lack of a definate mission caused an inefficiénoy in
aircraft utilization, During February and March flying time reached an all
time low of 27,5 hos/mo/ac.

By .Personnel - The failure of the Air Force to provide permanent per-
sonnel greatly hampered the operational effectiveness. Too much time was spent
traini;g ﬁew persomnel., Also the lack of constant leadership caused difficul-

ties,




e

e
et timntl) Vet e

C. Location erd liission - The complete relocation of the flight did
much to decreas .ts effectiveness, This necessitated a change in mission which
delayed the establishment of an efficient operation that comes firom stabe
ility.
A definate mission, proper equipment, and permenent personnel would solve the
major problems of the flight, (U)
100  Community Relationa:

None during this quarter, (U) .
11, Auaxds and Decorations

None during this quarter, (U)
12, Mopale:

The morale of the flight is high despité the before mentioned problems,

A1l personnel feel that therc is a definate need for armed helicopters in the

Air Force, (U)
13 Qthern:

It is hoped that because of the outstanding accomplishments of the unit
this past quarter, the Air Force will give greater attention to armed heli-
copters and their importance, (U)

’ '

* (4)



20th Helicopter Squaodron (20HS

($) The first quarter of 1967 wus a period of change for the
20th Helicopter Cquadron. The squadron continued operations in Civic
Actions, humanitarian airlift, translocation| of commodities and
counterinsurgency. Headguarters remained at| Nha Trang with operating
locations at Udorn (Thailund), Tan Zon khut bnd Kha Trang.

($) Operations differed as widely as [locations for flights of
the squadron. At Tun Son hhut, "A" Flight, CH-3Cs belonging to the
squadron, ferried passengers and corgo in Sdutn Vietnam and provided
ailrlift for Seventh Air Force personnel,

($) At Udorn, "B"™, "C"™ and "D" Flight efiorts were directed
toward counterinsurgency activities, mwoving friendly forces, military
and police personnel to oubtlying locotions and positioning _

R T e R

($) Lha Trapc-ts "o IFlight consisted|ol Bell UH-11" helicopters

which joined the wing on January 31. These|helicopters came from the

1 m

606th Air Commando Squadron at Nakhon Fhanion, Thoiland, he UH-1F
J
mission was to teacn the Thal Army and idr Force to coordinate efforts

for moximum efiectiveness, and Lo support other USAl" activities such

as civic actions and U.8. govermment agencies. 15 UH-1Fs were assigned

my.

to the 20th, but only 13 came from Thailand inmediately. he other

two remained to finish a flood relief wmission. Upon assignment to the
wing, the new flight had no direct mission lassignment but continued to
Q

7/

.
train their personnel.’

59, Ltr, LtGol |Hess, "u' Fili

1
- . -— f -
Helicopters", Doc 22, (U
I » LOC <<
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(%) Arrival of the UH-1I's in the squedron did not eifect the
other tlights during this period. at Tan Sorf Whut, squadron 'Big
Charlies! (CH=3C). flew a total of GE€&:40 combat flying hours, com—
piling 1,428 sorties, carrying 783,395 pounds of cargo end 25202
passengers. Lergest proportion of total {lying elfort was flying
munitions support for forward air controllersg. Squadron helicopters
carried 313,438 pounds of munitions in 214 sarties for a total flying
time of 160:55 hours on this one m'ssion./

(U) Construction ol sites in out-olf-the-way places was enother
job given to 'Big Charlies' at Ton Son Nhut.| Two such sites were
built in Janusry; one, Hon 'Tre Islond, was lgceted three wiles off-
shore at Wha Trang, the other, Con ton Island, was located 45 miles
off-shore from the soutncestern coast of Vietnmm., 102,000 pounds of
equipment and supplies were hauled to the twp islunds during the
building. '

(¢) The f1light hed some exciting noments during the period. On
the evening of Januory 9, the U.S. kavy colled upon 'Big Charlies' to
help extract a Navy 'SEAL' team that had been discovered by the enemy
in the Saigon Delta hegion. Iwo aircrait were sent after a minimum
briefing consisting mostly of the team's loceation, The two aircraft
were covered by two Navy punships. 4s the first circralt went in and
started pick-up, the hoist failed end the 'HBip Charlie'! crew was forced
to use a 'licGuire hkig!' to extract the three men. The men had to hang
on and b% towed throush the air until a suilable pick-up point could be
located and they could be put on the ground |for pick-up. The second
aircraflt went in and efleccted the extroct of the Navy 3eal Team, only

62

drawing slight ground {ire.

60. lLipt, 20HS, Hist Rpt 1Jan=31kar67,
61. Ibid. el U
62. Thid.
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(ﬁ) In mid-February, the tlight moved |operations to Kontum AB,
RVN and returned to Ten Son khut only for maintenance. The mission was
highly classificd, but it can be said the migsion was in support of the
U.S. Army. A total of 91 sorties and 51:45 hours were flown here.
Afnother mission, also highly classified, was | {lown by the 'Big Charlies'
from Da hang AB, RVN. At the end of the reporting period, no infor-
mation was available aboul this exploit. One CH-3C aircraft was so
badly damaged on onc of these missions that it was unrepairable in-
country and was sent back to the United States.éB

(U) Throushout the period the [light continued to fly in support
of 'Trojan Horse', sometimes one of the new UH-1F aircraft was scheduled
for this mission as the 'Big Charlies' were unaveilable.

(¢) The {light had three CH-3Cs during this reporting period and
were supplemented with two UH-1ls in January, three in February and
seven in March. The [light had 13 pilots, dnd anticipated no manning
problems. 6l

(ﬁ) Operations at Udorn continued with "A", "B" and "C" Flights
working.with the CiS mission and the United|itotes Overseas kMission
(USOl) during this reporting period.

(f) In support oi UEUL, the squadron|airlifted passengers and
cargo to install sumall very Ligh frequency (VHF) radics in several
isolated villages in lortheast Thailend. These radics were to be used

by village chiefs 1o advise Thai volice ot Communist attacks and
&) -

activity.

63. Minutes, Stafl Meeting lLinutes, 20fcebd7. (U
2 ) 5 - 24 3 _
6. Interview, 20!, Hist with LtCel J. Amidon, 5kay67, (U)
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($) Throughout the reporting period, [Udorn flights continued to

‘
back-up Jolly Green Gicnts' (rescue) operation at Udorn. They assisted
in a rescue on February 20 in which an 1'-105 pilot was picked up deep
in North Vietnam.

($) A rather unususl mission occurred on Februsry 23 when two
aircraft from Udorn penctrated deep into‘North Vietnam to evacuate a
friendly intelligence tcam that had buen working in the North for four
years, Weather was a great hinderance. Whan they rcached the pick-up
point, the intelligence team was newhere to be found. The two aircraft
searched the arca despite low ceilings and gubomatic weapons {ire,
until one of the aircraft was hit with 50 caliber automatic fire.
Despite # very badly damaged helicopter the pilot nursed it back to a

staging base. The team was not rescued.

($) Conbined squadron accomplishments st Udorn were:68
tlours Ilown 1327 :05
Sorties I'lown 1,451
Passengers L,073

Cargo 218,280
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KF ) 4iir Force intercst at Chief of Ltaff level was around over

1

the program,\phis is the only armed iir Forde helicopter operstion in
History. Ucver;i times during the cerly stdgges of operstion, activi-
ties were stopped because of roles and ndssion apreements conilicts.,
However, during these periods, wirmed Ul-11s perlorned o number of
outstanding missions. During one such wission, Hajor wobert L,
Beldwin, "" Flight conmender wes icilled in acticn, and became the flightts
first fatolity.70

(U)  Squadron ULD had no authorization lor UH-1F persomel during
the poriod.71 Lost of the persomel that came from Thailand with the
new Flight were on o temporary duty assigmment (1DY) for 179 doys.
after the relocstion wos settled, pilot strength wos up to 36. The
squadron acquired six pilots ironm the 38th [ir kescue Louadion.,

(U) After the loss of Majer Baldwin'g aircraft, £lipght strength
was reduced to 14 Ull-1Fs, Of tie 14, only three have the necessary

0206 micsien.  The 11 unmodi-

rodifications to adequsbely handle bhe

alled.  |self-secling tanks had

fied aircreft had armcred se: ts
arrived, but could not be installed beciuse lof leck of perts.,  Four
original aircrait were modified to use the .62 nind -gun and one of
72
these was equipped with 2.75 rociket 1:uncher.
(u) logistical support wis also ing daguate during the period.
Aspproved modiiicutions were not made becausd oi lack ol parts. Certain
vital purba te keep the circralt [lying were obtained from helicopter
units on a lend e¢nd trade basis. This problen combined with having no
mission contributed greatly to inelficiency [in aircraft utilization,

and a very low ilying tinc rate in Februery |lend larch, /3

70, &F Tm 642, 201i$, lLecomndtn for swd ol b Lrouu, 31sart?, Doc 23. (U)
Tl Hpts TLGLG, 20IHE b; .) J i de bar, on £ilg 1406 1.¢. (U)

72 bsg, TL&GH, ko -1 ek ldssionM, ul(.)/, Doc 2L. (8)

77 . Libr. DO, e A erer o »1:=‘ et Tiestian, 28Feht7. Do 25. (U)
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cht) did niwch to decrease its

(U) Complete relocstion oif the flig

in mission which delayed the

eliectiveness. This necesgiliabed o
estoblishment™ of. an eificicent opersticen coming from stebility.

W despite the meny problems

(U) Bborale of tne new flignt wes
Force will give greater atten-

T

of settlement. \ing: personnel hope Adr

tion to armed helicoplers and thelr importence.
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From 1 April 1967 throush 30 June 1947 the 20th Helicopter Squadron con-
tinued to perfé&m,its mission with the neadquarter's situated at Nha Trang
AB, Vietnam, the Ui-1i" helicopters operating from the same base, and the
CH-3C helicopters performing missions from operating locations at Tan

Son Nhut AB, Vietnam and Udorn RTAFB, Thailand.

1@ primary operation during this pericd for the CH-3C helicopters at
the Tan Son Nhut AB location was the delivery of film for the 6470th
Recon Sqdn; the secondery operation was VIP support for MACV and 7th

Air Force personnel. Support was also given to Operation "Trojan Horse,"

(ﬂ) A total of 371:20 combat hours were flown on 999 sorties; 293,212
pounds of cargo and 2345 passengers were airlifted during this period;
these figures can be broken dowm further as follows:
Combat hours flown in primary support of: Air Force: 285:30.
Army: 48:25. Other: 37:25,
Sorties flown in support of: Air Force: 785. Army: 122,
Other: 108.
Poundé of cargo airlifted for: Air Forca: 183,087. Army: 554,350,
Other: 54,775.
Passengers airlifted for: Air Force: 1359. Army: 287, Other: 699
The 6470th Recon Sqdn courier required 204 sorties, 95:45 combat flying

hours, and 11,011 pounds of film were airlifted.
X

The "Trojan Horse" was flown 26 times; 7,040 pounds of cargo were airlifted

and 14:50 combat hours werce f£lowmn.

(U) In order o fulfill operational requirements during this period it was




()

necessery to utilize the Squadron's UH-1F's, Two UH-1F's were used

at various times Tor short periods. The UH-1F's have returned to

Nha Trang.

The flight was authorized 12 pilots and 27 maintenance personnel dur-
ing this period. The flight actually ubilized 13 pilots and 28 main-
tenance men. Captain William L. Jolmson rotated back to the states
on 20 Jyne and Cgptain Gerazld E. Klemm arrived cn 21 June to replace
him, The overage of one pilot has enabled | Major Clifton E., Ward, to
devote full time to the requirements as £light commander. This over—
age has given the scheduling officer considerable latitude in cover-
ing for officers on TDY and RER, laving a full compliment plus one

extra of maintenance men has enabled CMSgt|Wood, the line chief, to -

)

split his men into two shifts; morning and|afternoon. The morning crew

crev is responsible for the launch of the adircraft and normal mzin-

tenance aond the afternocon crew 1s respo:isible for the recovery of the

aircraft and also normzl maintenance

(¢) A problem with supply has been the "double issue". On several
occassions when a part was requested, supply would issue the part and
then re-order the port and issue 2 second one in the next few days.

This results in a duplication of worlk on the pert of supply.

(%) Future plans still call for our support of SO0G operations. These
)

plans are contingent on the modification of the aircraft.

)



(¢) A major problem during this period was assigned eircraft parking
area, It was éirected by 7th AF that the aircraft would be removed
from the parking area in front of Base Operations. After several moves
to wnsatisfactory parking areas, which created safety hazards, the air-
craft were again parked in front of Base Operations awaiting the con-
struction of a new parking ramp. The new area is located at the West
end of the revetments between the runway and the parallel taxiway.

The construction of this ramp was 90% complete on this ending quarter.
A continuing problem is the need for modification of assigned aircraft.
This £light couwld accomplish a wider variety of missions if the aircraft
wvere equipped with the T-58-GI-5 engines, armor plating and FM radios.

Action is still pending on request for these modifications,

(U) From 25 June to 29 Junc “he flight flew several sorties delivering
buillding supplies, construction workers and equipment to the crash

site of C-121. The croch deostroyed two Vietnamese houses. An Air

Force Civic action team was dispatched to rebuild these houses. The
area was inaccessible by motor vehicle with the nearest road being
approximately two miles away. The flights assistance to the team great-

ly shortened the time required for rebullding.

(U) On 18 June, Col Rouscher presented Distinguished Flying Crosses

to Maj glifton B, Ward, Lt James V, Sheridan, Jr., Lt William K. Rader,

SSgt Edward D. Erickson and ALC Larry E. Withrow.
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(U) Major John Elftmann took command of the UH-1F Flight at the

death of Major‘Robcrt Baldwin on 31 March 1967. Major Elftmann

held this position until 21 June 1967 when he was relieved by Major
B.E HMagee. HMajor Elfimann was scheduled to return to the CONUS having
completed his one year PCS tour to SEA. lMajor lMagee had been the

Ubd=1F Section Commander in Thailand during his 179 days TDY.

(¢) At the end of this quarter, ithe UH-1I Flight s5till <id not have

an official migsion., Yhere werc no opcrations orders or mission dir-
ectives in exdstonce. Until such time as b mission was determined,

o .

The TL-1F Flight received verbal approval of DASC Alpha and TACC to
solicit suitable missions from local agencies. The following local
missions were obtained in this memmer: II Coastal Zonme (USN); RECONDO,
5th Special Forces Group (USA); Nha Trang Sector (USA); and Daily
Administrotive Flights to Cam Ranh Bay. Other piecemeal missions

that were flown were: A Irag Mijssion for Two armed UH-1F'c from
MAGSOG for the period 2 Junc to 30 June 1967; A Fragged Mission for
leaflet drops in support of the 9th 40S; A verbal order (no frag) to }

send two armed UH-1F's to Bihn Thuy to assist in base defense from ;

9 May to 30 May 196

(§) Normal operations of the Ul1F Flight consisted of coastal Recon

patrols ddly, with two UH-1F's, for the II Coastal Zone (USN), daily
}

administrative flighte to Cam Ranh Bay, and training of the new PCS

pilots. Major Llton Mageec took over as flight commander on 21 June 67.
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(§) Special.operations consisted of leaflet drops for the 9th ACS,
lrmed operations for MACS0G, base defense for Binh Thuy Air Base,
and two UH~1F'g which went to Thailond to support the 46th Special

Forces. While there, these two aircraft alm worked with the Thai

"(ueens Cobras" in preparation for their going to Vietnam in the fall.

($) Two UH:1F's had been "lost" by the end of this quarter; one to
enemy ground fire, aid one due to an accident during training. There
was no word of replaccments for these aircraft. This gave a total of

13 ajircraft in the flight.

(3) A1 aircraft were to be medified with Fif radios, self sealing

tanks and armored scats. At the end of the quarter, only the seats

had been installed in 21l the ajrcraft, and eight had FM radios. Only
the three armed aircraft had self sealing fuel tanks. These inadequacies
were caused by a lack of parts and material. Without these nodificaw~

tions. the aircraft can not be used safely and effectively in many
0] % o

combat -areas where it is badly ncedcd.

(U) Plans to have the £light operations facilities moved to a new

location on the flight line hac been made.

(ﬁ) The possibility of moving the operations from Nha Trang to Pleiku
are beihg considered. If the mission for MACSOG were to become perman-

ent, this move would be highly desirable, if not absclutely necessary.
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Qg) The most pressing problem of the UH-1T Flight was the lack of
a definite mission. This caused much difficulty in planning fubure
operations as no one lmew what to expect.  The morale of the pilots

suffered accordingly beccause of not iaving any real goal or purposec.

This problem has repeatedly been brought to the attention of Colonel

auscher, Commander of the 14th ACW and 7th A" Ieadquarters.
A problem of even more pressing importance was aircraft mahltenance.
The level of mainten:cice was o low as to have an adverse effect on
pilot morale. Onc aircraft was "lost" on & training mission with
all personnel receiving injuries. Frobable cause of accident: Power
loss. Several aircraft were safely landed in the field after exper-
iencing mechanical difficulties, This problem was one¢ of improper
personnel replacement. Only eight of fifty-eight maintencnce perscnnel
had any helicopter experience before being sent to the 20th Helicopter
Squadron. The majority are cross trainees with no experience. The
only solution to this problem is to train all personnel as quigkly as
possible and insure that properly troined persomnel are assigned in
the future.
The last major problem was wnirained pilots. DBecause of the varied
experience levels of the pilolts assigned, much time was spent in up-
grad training. This training shovld be accomplished in the CCNUS so

that maximum utilization could be made of each pilot when he arrived

2
n SEA,

l_'n
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Footnotes

20th Helicogter Sg. Order No. 14, 21 June 1967,

Ltr., Commander, 14th ACW to Deputy Commonder for Operations, HQ.
7th Air Force, 17 hay 1967. (Conf.)

Tbid.
7th AF TACC/TACES 09863 June 67. (Secret)
Frag No. 6~600-3.

Ltr., Commander, 1l4th ACW to Deputy Commander for Operations,
HG. 7th Air Force, 17 Hay 1967. (Conf)

7th AF TACC/DOO 18436 lLar 67. (Secreb)

See the Directer of Maintenance, 14th ACW, History for this
J 2 B,
quarter,

Tth AF/DW 32850 Har 67. (Secret)

Interview by James W. Dandiels Jr., "BE" Flight Historian, with
i * T s g >
Major Thomas Boss, "B Flight Operations Officer, 26 June 67.

Ltr., Commander, 20th Helicopler Sq. to DCO, 1hth ACW, 24 June 67.

Ltr., Commander, 1l4th ACW to Deputy Commander for Operations, HQ.
7th AF, 17 May 1967,

Interview by "I Flight Historian with Captain Thomas: Lambert,
UEY Flight Maintenance Officer, 30 June 1967,
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(U) Morale-was very high during this reriod as most of the men

received their assignments and some their port calls.
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Amidon, John W,
Allen, Robert D.
Baldwin, Robert L.
Castro, George A.
Vasquez, Louis
Dare, I'ranklin M.
Elftmann, John W,
Feigert, David J.
Graves, Ralph C.
Gunnin, Williem W.
Harris, Donald R.

Hubbard, Warren S.

Madigan, Richard L.

Packer, Robert W.
Shuey, Ralph A,

Stiles, Ralph W.
Smith, Richard P,

Studley, Warren R.
Vivano, Joseph L.

Foster, Royal E., Jr.

LIST OF* AWARDS AND DiCORATIONS
FOR
g FPLIGHT

Lt Col Al (B)

Capt A (B)

HMaj AM (B)

A1C AM (B)

Capt: S8

lst Lt A (6)10)

Mz aM (B)

lst Lt A (60LC)

SSgt A (B)

lat Lt M (60LC)

1st Lt AM (6~70LC)

1st Lt & (B)

Capt AM (B)

1st Lt AM (-50LC)

Capt AM (B)

1lst Lt A (1~30LC)

Maj AM (10LC)
AM (20LC)

A1C AM (B)

1lst Lt A (B)

Capt ATCH

22 Apr
18 Apr
20 lay
20 May

29 May
22 bpr
10 May
22 Apr
10 May
1 June
29 Hay
26 May
20 May
29 May
10 May
27 Apr

1967
1967
1967
1967

1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967
1967

20 M.ay1967

20 May
26 May
28 Apr

1967
1967
1967
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20th Helicopter Sguadron (20)

($) Squadﬁon operatbions continued in two countries and three
locations. Eﬁe\miusion remained firm except for "E" Flight at Nha
Trang, which recently arrived at Nha Trang. A firm mission is under
development. Participating in a variety of missions and services, the

squadron flew 3,385:50 hours, accounted for li,430 sorties, 9,320

passengers and 135,040 pounds cf cargo during this reporting period.59

O

(¢) Operations differed as widely as flight locations. At
Tan Son Nhut, "A" ilight's Ci-3Cs continued to ferry passengers and
cargo in South Vietnam and provide airlift for MACV and Seventh Air
TForce Personnel.

(j) At Udorn, "B", "C", and "D" Flights efforts were directed
toward counterinsurgency activities, moving friendly forces, military
and police personnel to outlying locations and positioning and re-
covering “

(?) Nha Trang's "B" Flight continued normal operations con-
sisting of Coastal Zone patrols for the U.S, Navy, daily admin-
istrative flights to Cam Ranh Bay, and training of new pilots plus

60

missions directed by HACSOG thru Seventh Air Force.

B

(U) Manning was not a problem during the quarter. All positions

in air crew and maintenance slots were filled. However,they were

not filled with qualificd personnel. Pilots arrived from the States

with very little trzining. This necessitated an extensive training
. Xy =

program.61

59  Higt, 20HS, 1 Apr-30 June 67, Appendix VI, (S).
60  TInterview, Historian and Wing Commander, 11 Aug 67, Subj: 20HS, (S).
6l Hist, 20HS, 1 Apr-30 June 67, Appendix VI, (S). .
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(U) A pressing problem during the quarter was aircraft main-
tenance. At Nha Trang only eight of fifty-eight maintenance personnel
had prior héiicbptor experience before being assigned to the flight.
Majority of incoming mainternance personnel were cross~trainees. The
£light has set up a ridged training program which should help
alleviate the problem,

(§) Two aircraeft were lost during the quarter, both UH-1Fs. One
wes due to eneny ground fire; the other in a training accident. No
CH-3C helicopters were lost, but several were grounded for maintenance
and battle damage repair for long periods,62

(¢) At Tan Son Nhut, "A" light CH-3Cs were responsible for
delivery of film for the 6470th Reconnissance Squadron and airlift
support for HMACV and Seventh Air Force personnel throughout all of
South Vietname The £flignt was {fvlly manned, with two dverages: one in
a Pilot slot, the other in Maintenance. The overage in pilots was i
used to catch up on Rest and Recupperation (R&R), long overdue for some
of the pilots.

(U) In order to fullfil operational requirements during this
perioé it was necessary to borrow two UH~Ws from the Nha Trang
Flighte Borrowed aircraft and pilots were used for shorl periods of
time when the CH-3Cs were dowm for maintenance.

(U) A small supply problem for the Tan Son Whut flight developed
during this quarter. On scveral occasions the flight was issued :

- Y .
doublé supplies. Supply would receive an order for a part, issue it
and reorder. In a few days the same part would be issued again.

Steps are being taken to correct the situation..

62  IBID
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(¢) Accomplighments in the SAR effort:

MONTH ALERT TIME SORTIES HOURS
April 598:00 1O I35
May 385:50 21 26:15
June (23:15 51 62:20
TOTAL 1,606:55 _ 112 132:30

(ﬁ) Many other sorties were flown thal were not in direct
alignment with the mission. Support was given to any agency in need
of the versatile CH-3C. One of the missions was to support the in-
spection and calibration of the four Tactical Control of Air Naviga-
tion (TACAN) sites in Laos by airlifting men and equipment to the
remote sites. Another mission was instrumental in calibrating the new
SKY SPOT bombing radar station at MNalohn Phanom Air Base, Thailand.
This station is regponsible for guiding both bombers and fighters to
pinpoint targets, regardless of the weather conditions over the target.

(%) Total Mission accomplishments at Udern including CAS and SAR

were :6?
MONTH HOURS SURTTES PASSENGERS CARGO~LBS
April 1169230 513 905 51,180
May 671:00 632 1,708 66,060
June L, 76:C0 513 730 8l;,200
TOTAL  1,616:30 1,668 3,3L3 201, 71,0

() A&t Mho Trang, UE™ Flight (UH-1¥s) still had no mission as an
armed topter. At the close of this quarter, a firm mission is under
development.68 The 20th has the only armed helicopters in the USAF
inventory at this time.

66  IBID. ' 56 :
67 TEID. . DECLASSIFIED

68  Interview, Historian and Wing Cmdr., 11 Aug 67, Subj. 20HS (S). Msg,
CAS to ALFAJCOM, 2 lMay 67, Statement of Agreement, Doc. 15, (U).
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20th Helicopber Sguadron (20th HS)

(U) The 20th Helicopter Squadron continued to operate from two
countries\énd'three locations. All missions remained firm and 'E!
Flight at Nha Trang was finally given a firm mission. However,

'E' Flight's primary mission remained highly classified. Its
secondary mission consisted of utility and rescue.(67)

(%} At the begimning of the period there were 11 CH-3C and

13 UH-1F helicopters assigned to the squadron. On Aug. 23, one
s 3

(G}

&

H-3C stationed at Udorn, Thailand, was lost while on a mission in

Laos. All personnel were saved but the aircraft could not be

(Z) First reports on the crash suggested that a CH—54/CH—53
alrcraft be used to bring out the downed CH-3C. It was also said
that sufficient refueling points were available along the route and
that CH-3C escort was available from Udorn to the crash site. The
airlift operation to extract the downed aircraft never materialized.(ég)

(f) On Sept. 21, a UH-1F was lost to enemy action near Kontum,
RVN. The pilot and co-pilot were airlifted back to the United States.
These were the only losses to occur during the period.(7l>

(¢) During the Aug. 5 to 12 period, two CH-3Cs left Tan Son Nhut
for Udorn to supplement the flights there. Two UH-1Fs from Nha Trang

=
were sent to cover 'A' Flight's Conmltments.(fl)

(67) Hist, 20HS, 1Jul-30Sepb7, Appendix VI, (C)

(68) Ibid.

(69) Msg, Dep Cmdr 7/13AF to 7AF(C), 2351046, 23Augb7, Subj: Request DOC 21 (s)
(70) Hist, 20HS, 1Jul-30Sepb7, Appendix VI, (C).

(71) Ibid.
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(U) The ramp area for A flight was inadequate because of poor
drainage and surface. Tan Son Nhut is scheduled to provide an
adequate f;mp‘in October with a paved surface and revetments. The
problems of obtaining supplies, parts, equipment, etc., has been
greatly decreased. Another problem was in BEMO support. The
flight was having a problem because the squadron operations orders
had not been published. Currently, the operations order is being
retyped prior to publication. Target date for publication is
unknown. Efforts by wing operations staff visit have insured that
BEMO support will continue until the operations order is published.(72)

(U) During this period, A flight flew a total 445 hours, 816
sorties, and transported 180,362 pounds of cargo and 1,905 passengers.

(u) or special interest was a rescue mission performed on July 7.
Two CH~3Cs were scrambled to the crash site of two B-52s that had a
mid-air collision. The CH-3Cs were the first helicopters to reach
the area, approximately 65 miles SSE of Tan Son Nhut in the South
China Sea. Between them they picked up six survivors.<73)

gﬁ) Primary mission of B, C, and D flights at Udorn remained
unchanged. They continued to support Controlled American Sources (CAS)

~

gency activities, and moving friendly forces to

personnel, counterinsu

outlying locatio

@

(U) The Udorn based flights flew 1233 sorties for 1234 hours,

ST
transported 2736 passengers and 190 tons of cargo this period. None

f the flights experienced any great maintenance problems.

o

(72) Ltr, Col H.C. Curry to 14LACW(C), 18Aug67, Subj: Opns Staff Visit,
DOC 22, (U).
(73) Hist, /ous 1Jul-30Sep67, Appendix VI, (C).

38
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(%) Flight T committed itself completely to its primary
mission. \Operating from Nha Trang and Kontum, the flight expanded
to handle thé increase in personnel and aircraft. A new billets
were built to house both officers and airmen at the FOB, where
conditions have greatly improved since the last reporting periocd.

(f) sSupplying the operating location remsins a problem but is

being lessened by experience, Ividently there will always be a

problem in this arc

(U) A personnel problem started to materialize at the end of
the gquarter as many pilots started to return to the states without
replacements being present for duty. No further details were
avallable on this at the close of the period.

(U) The maintenance problem that had existed previously was
rapidly declining as new personnel gained additional experience.

(U) During this period, the UH-1Fs flew 1593 hours on 2018
sorties. They transported 63 tons of cargo and 5,31, passengers.

The armed gun-birds expended 389,000 rounds.<74)

(?) One of the big problems presently facing the 20th is the
lack of CH-3C resources to carry out the many missions and operations
under their responsibility. Also, current plans call for the reduc-
tion of CH-3Cs from 1) to 10. The four aircraft due to be lost in

this transaction will be transferred to the 21lst Helicopter Squadron

Dec. 1, 1967. The primary mission of the 21st will be Dye Marker

Ibid.
Ltr, Gen W.C. Lindley, PACAF, to 7AF, L32TRW, 1LACW, Subj: Augmntatn
of 20th Helio, Thailand Based CH-3C Resources, 6Sepé7, DOC 23, (S).
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(f} When the transfer of aircraft is experienced, it will
leave the squadron with a total force of only 6 aircraft. There

are currently 3 aircraft in the United States for repair and are
apparently not in the picture for the critical period to come. A
lengthy IRAN program, currently in progress, will further deplete

the unit by one aircraft for several months to come. This leaves

ek

only 5 aircraft, to perform the many missions assigned, CAS/Coach-
dog (¢), Site 85, USAF/US Misgion, \ 10)

(§) Present plans indicate that rather than allow the 20th in
Thailand to function below strength for an unknown period, other
rotary wing resources should be considered to augment the Thailand
complement., A survey of the tasks performed in conjunction with

the missions currently assigned the CH-3C aircraft at Udorn shows,

for a few large cargo/passenger missions, the UH-1F

aircraft can be utilized on currently assigned missions. The

1" is, in fact, better suited to some tasks

being performed than the CH-3C. Present opinion is that the UH-1F
(o= 3 i

could perform approximately 90 per cent of the currently assigned

missions with a minimum of change in current operations practices.(77)

(§) But again the problem arises of UH-1F availability. It

believed that both Thailand and Kontum could not be supported

, UH-1F resources.

s

effectively with the presen

(§) This problem is currently being studied by the wing for a

reasonable solution. _— i C . ei B M

(76) Msg, CONCPACAF to 7AF, 1LACW, 130356Z, 138epb7, Subj: Thal Based
Helicopters,DOC 24, (S).

(77) Msg, Dep Cmdr 7/13AF to CINCPACAF, LLACW, 2751041, 20ctb7, Subj:
Thai Based Helicopter, DOC_25. (S).



(U) The wing Safety Office continued to monitor 22 unit safety

programs agd conduct a daily inspection of hazardous areas on base
during the quarter.

(U) Safety education films continued to be shown this period,
in conjunction with the regular nighttime movie schedule at Nha
Trang. Films were made available through quick turn-around mail
procedures. This interim method has resulted in exposing a cross
sectlon averaging 850 base personnel per film to the safety educa-

tion films.

n

(U) Aircraft accident statistics for the quarter showed no
major accidents for this period. This was the first time this
year that no major accidents occurred in a three consecutive month

period.(78)

{78) Hist, Safety Office, 1Jul~308epd7, AppendixVIII, (U).
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A door gunner inspects UH-1F mini-gun prior to mission
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20th Helicopter Squadron

(U) During the quarter, Lt., Col. John M., Steen replaced Lt. Col.
John W. Am“non‘as commander of the 20th. The change of command tock place
in October when Colonel Amidon was reassigned to the 703rd PACAF Support
Squadron, Shaw AFB, S.C. (22)

(é} During the period, A Flight, which was located at Tan Son Nhut,
was sent to Udorn RTAFB and three CH-3C aircraft were transferred to the
21st Helicovter Sguadron at Nakhom Phanom RTAFB, Thailand. Four aircraft
were scheduled to be transferred, but one was delaved due to extensive
repair reguirements, In addition, 15 personnel were transferred from the
20th to the 21st Helicopter Squadron; nine Dilots and six maintenance
people.

(ﬁﬂ On November 8, E Flight at Nha Trang assumed the former mission
of A Flight at Tan Scn Nhut, which is the 6470th Reconnaissance Squadron
courier and a secondary mission of VIP, wutility and rescue. Therefore,
the present mission of E Flight is unconventional warfare, reconnaissance
film courier, base defense, SAW trainine, logistical suvport of USAF
units or U.S. sponsored activities (DASC Alpha, Special IForces-Recondo,
Market Time, ROK Forces), psvchological warfare and transportation of VIPs.
E Flight's primarv operation remains hishly classified.

(%) The vrimary operation of Bravo, Charlie, and Delta Flights was
continuation of the support of USAF Operations znd controlled American
sources (CAS). As noted in the September 1967 revort, the 20th Helicopter

Squadron was relieved of the SAR effort and no supnnort was reguested or

provided during the quarter.
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($) One aircraft received 11 hits from hostile fire, Full details
on this overation were not available this revorting veriod. (23)

(o) Eiéhﬁ“DFCs were awarded to two Green Hornet crews while support-
ing an Army unit. The mission involved two gunships from E Flight., Upon
arrival at the scene, they learned that the Army unit had been cut in half
and was. in great danger of being overrun. Forewarned to exvect heave ground
fire and despite a very low ceiling, the gunships made reveated firing
passes through intense ground fire in a successful attempt to prevent the 
hostile forces from completely destroyine the friendly unit, After expend-
ing all their rockets and most of their ammunition, they voluntéered. to
mark known unfriendly positions with smcke grenades so that arriving A-lEs
could expend their ordnance without endangering the friendly forces.

(u) During the period, UF-1Fs flew 1,726 hours in 712 missions,
while transportine 3,338 passengers and firing 241,000 rounds of 7.62 am-
munition.

(U) CH-3Cs were in the air 1,246 hours, and transported 3,310

passengers and 237 tons of cargo while flying 1.773 sorties. (24)
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(v) E Flight hes 13 UH-1F helicopters which are denloyed at Nha
Trang, Tan Son Nhut and Ban Me Thout, RVN. When the period began, E Flight
was Derforming\;tswprimary‘mission from Kontum. The biggest problem at
Kontum was the lack of sufficient gunships to adequately perform the mission
reguirements and the lack of available varts for both aircraft and armament.
On December 10 the unit changed operating locations to Ban Me Thout, but
was still faced with the same problems.

(U) ToAaccoleish thelr assigned missions, E Flight helicovters are
equipped with six 7.62 miniguns, six 3.75 rocket launchers and twenty M-60
machine guns.

(u) The biggest problem during this period was 50 percent loss in
qualified personnel, beginning in late September through the end of November.
Thev were replaced with unaunlifingpgggggpgl who arrived in early November
through December. Unless action is taken to increase the inventory of pilots
and aircraft, the problem will again be encountered in April and May.

(ﬁ) Two aircraft incidents of néfgble importance occurred this
aquarter. One was at Lima Site 108 (1S) when & main transmission change
was required. The change wﬁs accomplished at LS 108 under difficult field
conditions. In suobport of the effort, 24% hours were flown transporting
men and equipment.

(&) The other occurred during the period December through December
29. At that time the squadron was involved in the CAS mission which resulted

in two aircraft coming under hostile fire in a landing zone.

7
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HOW THE “GREEN HORNETS” OF THE 20TH SPECIAL OPERATIONS SOUADRON ‘FLEW

COVERTLY T0 CAMBO

THE GENEVA accords of 1954 forbade the US and its SEATO
allies to station forces in Laos, and the 1962 Geneva
accords reaffirmed the US observance of Laos’ and Cam-
bodia’s neutrality. However, conflict within Laos brought a
marked US response — confining the growing guerilla war
inside South Vietnam’s borders proved to be an impossible
task without conducting operations within neutral regions.
Often, these activities erupted into major combat actions
which proved difficult to suppress from a watching world.
Eventually, President Nixon would admit that the US was, in
fact, conducting warfare outside of Vietnam in response to the
increased communist use of Laos and Cambodia for bases and
supply lines into South Vietnam.

As early as 1958, the South Vietnamese government
mounted unconventional warfare forays against the com-
munists as a countermeasure. In 1960, the CIA received
nuthorisation to operate in Laos to strengthen Laotian forces,
but these efforts were largely unsuccessful and later that year,
members of the Special Forces entered Laos. The CIA received
‘urther permission in 1961 to assist the South Vietnamese in
conducting covert operations in North Vietnam and Laos —
ind the South Vietnamese government added Cambodia to
hese arrangements, for good measure. Also that year, the US
Air Force established several bases in northern Thailand, in
Conjunction with SEATO exercises designed to display a show
of force in the region. Sixteen Sikorsky H-34 helicopters were

The Vietnam war continues to provide aviation
historians with a variety of highly interesting
accounts of the many units that operated covertly
throughout the conflict. Noteworthy among them
was the 20th Special Operations Squadron (SOS),
I/so known as the “"Green Hornets”, which had
he distinction of being the only combat helicopter
quadron in the US Air Force. Officially released
ersions of the Green Hornets” history cl/aim that
he unit engaged in classified psychological
arfare (psywar) operations. Relying upon
vailable references and the personal accounts of
participants, Wayne Mutza shows that this was
not quite the truth. In reality, the 20th SOS served
mainly as the exclusive air arm of Special Forces
SF, ”"Green Berets ™) units that conducted
Burreptitious operations inside the borders of
nations declared off limits by virtue of neutrality.

PAGE 22 AIR ENTHUSIAST/THIRTY-TWO

among the materials delivered to these bases, for onward
distribution to Laotian forces to help prevent communist
domination.

In February 1964, Military Assistance Command —
Vietnam (MACYV) initiated its Studies and Observations
Group (better known as Special Operations Group or SOG) to
handle the broad mission of clandestine operations in the
denied areas of Laos and Cambodia — and a few months later,
such missions into Laos gained President Johnson’s approval.
The stage was thus set for what would become a vast secret
network of highly trained teams which penetrated Laos,
Cambodia (after early 1970), and even North Vietnam. These
projects, undertaken by SF under the MACV-SOG umbrella,
were primarily for reconnaissance, but also included POW
rescue, downed aircrew recovery, assassinations, bomb
damage assessment (BDA), prisoner snatches, sabotage
and tapping enemy communications. Missions were often
launched from FOBs (Forward Operating Bases) in Vietnam
and US air bases in Thailand.

Air support for SOG operations initially took the form of
VNAF H-34s, US Army UH-ls and USAF fixed-wing
aircraft. Air transport in Laos was accomplished by civilian
contract, mainly the CIA air arm known as Air America. Later
in the war. USAF helicopters regularly flew missions in Laos
to augment Air America and the often inadequate helicopter
forces of the Laotian government. In most SOG operations,
(Heading photo) A Bell UH-1F of the 20th Special Operations
Squadron near Tan Son Nhut Air Base, Vietnam, in September 1968.

{ Below) Another 1968 photo of a 20th SOS UH-1F.
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This Bell UH-1P (65-7935 ) has a universal mount for its cabin gun but without the dust shield on the outer face. The Sagami mount is hinge-fitted to the
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forward end of the universal mount. The boom marking includes a Mexican character “swatting”" the hornet. ( Photo via Bob Chenoweth.)

helicopters proved superior to fixed-wing transports, pushing
the transport helicopter to the forefront in the special air
warfare scenario.

Organisation and background

The Air Force had recognised the helicopter’s worth during
the ‘fifties, when it formed a transport helicopter force.
Disbanded in 1956 when deemed unnecessary, this force gave
way to helicopter airlift provided by ground forces. It wasn’t
until 1962 that the Air Force again displayed an inclination
towards possessing an autonomous transport helicopter
capability. This recommendation, based on the worsening
situation in Vietnam, stemmed from the formation of a
counter-insurgency (COIN) force trained specifically for night
penetrations and support of SF and friendly guerillas in South
East Asia. Designated the 4400th Combat Crew Training
Squadron (CCTS), and nicknamed “Jungle Jim™, the unit was
replaced by the Special Air Warfare Center (SAWC) in April
1962, which became responsible for training the “Air Com-
mandos”. The SAWC yielded the 606th Air Commando
Squadron (ACS), which was sent to Nakhon Phanom (NKP)
Air Base in Thailand in 1966. This was a composite unit
designed to augment and train the Thais in COIN activities,
although little training was actually done. Among the unit’s

aircraft inventory were a number of new Bell UH-1F “Huey”
helicopters which performed a variety of missions in Thailand
and Laos. including civil action and support of the Thai Army
and Border Patrol Police. Some cargo swapping and a few
extra marks on the map enabled the helicopters to trade
missions with Air America — crews in civilian clothing often
flying “sterile” missions into Laos. The US, convinced that
reports and some radar tracks of unidentified aircraft over
Thailand indicated the presence of North Vietnamese in-
truders, beefed up its night intercept capabilities, using 606th
helicopters as training targets. While in Thailand, the Huey
pilots heard reports of communist helicopters resupplying
troops in northern Thailand at night without lights. One
exuberant Huey pilot wanted to intercept them and then to fly
alongside and shoot them down or fly above them and drop
chains into their rotors!

When the US government decided that the Thais should
handle their own security duties. the 606th Hueys were
transferred to Vietnam in June 1967, where they joined the
Sikorsky CH-3Cs, dubbed “Big Charlies”, of the 20th
Helicopter Squadron at Tan Son Nhut Air Base. Established
on 8 October 1965, the 20th Helicopter Squadron used 14 CH-
3Cs for artillery support, medevac and recovery of downed
light aircraft. Two of these aircraft were moved to NKP in

(Below left) A 1969 photo at Binh Thuy shows the extensively reworked engine exhaust area of a UH-1F. Notice the screened engine air inlets and
baggage compartment. The “Green Hornet"' in this case is black, and the warning arrow to the engine exhaust is red. ( Below right, A close-up of the
UH-1P 935 showing the XM-156 universal mount with M A 44 bomb rack and M60 machine gun on the swing-out Sagami mount.
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1hove) A “slick” UH-1F refuelling at Ban Me Thuot in March 1968
hoto Bob Steinbrunn.) ( Below) UH-1P at Tuy Hoa in August 1970,

C

otice
ole.)

February 1966, where they formed the “‘Pony Express”
detachment conducting covert missions in Laos and Thailand.
In June, the 20th transferred to Nha Trang, where its role in
unconventional warfare gained momentum after a brief
training period and link-up with SF. Possibly the reason
behind the UH-1 move to Vietnam was that the Air Force
contributed nothing and the Army therefore wanted and
expected to have all the available UH-1s.

so located at Nha Trang was the parent unit, the 14th Air
Commando Wing, which comprised 12 special operations
squadrons, of which only the 20th used helicopters. UH-1

strength was brought up to 15 aircraft in June 1967 and a
scgment of the unit was re-established at Udorn Air Base in
Thailand in May 1968 with several UH-1s t the parent unit
soon added.

( Below) The Kontum Forward Operating Base (FOB) in March 1968.

This was a primary launching base for Special Forces teams operating

into Laos and Cambodia. The nine Hueys visible were from the 189th

AHC, on rotational duty to assist cross-border operation. ( Photo Bob
Steinbrunn.)
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During a maintenance overhaul, the UH-1P serial 63-13163 was repainted in the USAF's standard SEA camouflage scheme, but with the darker shade of
green omitted. It is seen here at Cam Ranh Bay in 197] — compare with the regular three-tone scheme shown below. ( Photo Tom Hansen.)
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| (Above) A twin-engined UH-IN version of the Huey at Cam Ranh Bay inlate 1971, carrying LAU-59/B rocket pods, with mini-guns stowed in the cargo
i cabin. ( Photo Tom Hansen.) ( Below) An SOG team leaves a "‘Green Hornet” UH-IN after a mission. This aircraft is equipped with the X M-23 system
‘ which utilises M60D machine guns on pintle post mounts. ( Photo via Bob Chenoweth.)
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(Hbove) One of the “Green Hornet” UH-1Ps in February 1971 with the
U-2B|A mini-guns and later style bomb racks. ( Photo Jim Ball.)

(Below) One of the original 20th SOS pilots, Maj Tom Garcia (lower

left) with a typical SOG team ( four indigenous Vietnamese and two US

pérsonnel) alongside a “'slick” UH-1F. Rope ladders and body armour

plates are visible on the cabin floor, and the infantry-type M60s fastened

il the doorway have metal rods attached to the barrels to prevent them
being fired into the aircraft. ( Photo Tom Garcia.)

> Qi 0 AP e i ¢ SR S
(\Below) A Bell UH-1P with transmission cowling removed, showing a
spven-shot LAU-59/4 rocket pod suspended on an XM-156 mount.
Rarely visible is the 0-30-in (7,62-mm) mini-gun stowed in the cabin.
( Photo Bob Chenoweth.)
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Throughoutits lifetime in SEA, the 20th SOS was frequently
segmented into detachments which operated from locations
such as Kontum and Ban Me Thuot, thereby making it
difficult to ascertain exact dates that aircraft operated from
certain areas. For some time, the Huey section of the 20th was
called “E Flight”. On | August 1968, the 20th Helicopter
Squadron was renamed the 20th Special Operations
Squadron, concurrent with the 14th ACW redesignation to
14th Special Operations Wing (SOW). The 20th was relocated
to Tuy Hoa AB on 5 September 1969 while the 14th SOW
moved to Phan Rang AB. In September 1970 the “Green
Hornets”” made a final move, this time to Cam Ranh Bay,
where the unit remained until de-activation in March 1972.

Some of the pilots who were tasked for duty with the 606th
ACS at NKP, Thailand, for six months, volunteered to go with
the unit to Vietnam. The original six of these were sent to Nha
Trang in spring 1966, while vacancies were filled with Thai-
based CH-3 pilots whose lack of Huey experience sometimes
compromised high risk missions. The UH-1 pilots were highly
experienced, having flown UH-1Fs at missile bases in the US.
The 20th SOS lost its first pilot KIA (killed in action) in the
first few weeks of operations, on 31 March 1967.

In December 1967, a second Sikorsky unit, the 2lst
Helicopter Squadron, using the improved CH-3E, set up shop
at NKP, from where it placed seismic sensors, conducted
roadwatch infiltrations, and later launched team insertions for
MACV-SOG. In the summer of 1969, the “Pony Express”
CH-3s were absorbed into the 21st, while the UH-1s assigned
to the unit joined the others with the 20th in Vietnam.

Missions of the 20th SOS

After the first helicopter infiltration in May 1965, SOG rapidly
expanded its area of operations during 1966 and *67 — so far,
in fact, that the reconnaissance teams soon could no longer use
their maps showing borders deliberately positioned farther
west. By 1967, nearly 300 patrols had been launched into Laos,
as well as more than 80 larger forces to “exploit” targets
uncovered by the reconnaissance teams. Early that year,
MACYV overrode the US government policy of not violating
Cambodia’s neutrality and began missions across its border.
Intelligence gathering ‘‘across the fence” remained of
paramount importance and soon became standard procedure.

Initially, the “Green Hornets™ helicopters were pressed into
service, along with VNAF H-34s of the 219th Helicopter
Squadron and Army UH-1s, as troop carriers and gunships for
reconnaissance teams. The 20th SOS quickly adapted to its
new COIN role and soon became the preferred support unit
for SF operations across the borders. Rapport between the
two was keen, mainly because of the high risk of operations,
which required precision teamwork and speed. During the
greater part of its career, the speciality and primary mission of
the 20th SOS was infiltration and exfiltration of SF teams in an
operational area in Laos known as “Prairie Fire”, which
covered the vast Ho Chi Minh Trail network. Missions into
Cambodia were called “Daniel Boone™. All personnel in-
volved in missions functioned ‘‘sterile”, meaning that gear,
weapons, clothing and even the helicopters, in the event of
capture, could not be linked to US origins, lest an international
incident were created with evidence of warfare being con-
ducted beyond neutral boundaries. ““Black’ became a byword,
used in reference to mission details; “black™ missions were
supported by unmarked aircraft called “Blackbirds™, etc.
Although Washington tacitly approved, the mounting of such
missions was publicly denied by the US and South Vietnamese
governments. To this day, the dilemma of POW/MIAsin Laos
remains a sensitive issue.

The first SOG teams in Laos quickly wore thin the element
of surprise. As missions escalated in number and strength, the
teams often became the prey in deadly manhunts. Missions
were assigned by MACV-SOG and usually were flown by four
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The UH-1P shown in close-up at the foot of the opposite
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page is here seen receiving further attention from a ground crewman. The rocket pod, stowed

mini-gun and dual UHF|VHF antenna are all visible. ( Photo via Bob Chenoweth.)

gunships, a command aircraft, a rescue aircraft and the
reconnaissance team transport. Later, smaller flights of four
UH-1s were used, and these always worked in pairs to cover
one another. On an intelligence mission, the idea was to insert
the team as unobtrusively as possible, have them do the work
and get out again in one piece. Initiating, encouraging, or in
any way provoking contact with the enemy was a bad idea.
since the odds heavily favoured the enemy. Getting the teams
in was relatively easy, as there was time for careful planning
and aerial reconnaissance of the LZ (landing zone). Usually
consisting of two Americans and four indigenous troops, the
teams spent a maximum of five days in the jungle. While on

patrol, they had an aptitude for attracting trouble and the
extraction often became a big production. Once the team was
“in”, it was standard procedure for the same helicopters to
stand by at the nearest base for the extraction. An FAC
(Forward Air Controller) usually worked the mission and,
if necessary, could muster up heavy air support to cover a
pick-up.

“Green Hornets” flew in loose formation, with the gunships
providing cover. To mask an insertion, they touched down in
several locations, with only one aircraft depositing a team.
Another technique was to have a flight in trail formation flying
low over the LZ — the lead Huey then dropped down to

UH-1P 63-13163 enjoys the relative luxury of a hardened apron. As other photos show, the Hueys often operated from unprepared surfaces and were
habitually maintained under open skies. ( Photo via Bob Chenoweth. )
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dgposit the team while the others flew slowly overhead. As they
pdssed, the insertion aircraft lifted to rejoin the procession at
the rear, giving the impression that the flight had not altered its
pdttern. Secrecy was not essential on withdrawals, so the
gynships orbited the LZ to attract and suppress enemy fire.
Rprely was an LZ large enough for the helicopter to land for
the pick-up. The alternative second choice method was to
h@ver between 10 and 15 ft (3-4,6 m) and drop rope ladders.
The method most often used involved the “McGuire Rig”,
which allowed the helicopter to pluck the men out of the
juhgle. It consisted of triple ropes, each with trapeze wrist
logks, or fastened to the soldier’s “*Stabo Harness™. The troops
ddngled 120 ft (37 m) below the aircraft, their hands free for
fifing weapons. Night infiltration and pick-up missions were
tremely dangerous and performed only in emergencies,
hen possible aided by flareships.

High drama was often prevalent during the “Green Hor-
ndts”’ tenure in SEA. The mettle inherent in the 20th SOS crews
s typified by the actions of 1st Lt James P Fleming on 26
bvember 1965, when he rescued a seven-man team under

2.8
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TAese UH-1Ns are shown operating with the 24th Composite Wing (eventual suc
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A UH-1N operating at Cam Ranh Bay in 1971 reveals flat armour plating installed in the chin bubble. ( Photo Tom Hansen.)
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withering enemy fire. One gunship was shot down in the mélée
and Fleming was awarded the Medal of Honor. The next day
his wingman was shot down, but Fleming and his crew rescued
the occupants, earning him the Air Force Cross. Fleming had
flown his combat qualification check ride only 12 days before
the mission.

On 2 April 1968, SF MSGT Roy Benavidez jumped aboard
a Green Hornet” Huey preparing to depart on a mission to
rescue a reconnaissance team pinned down near Loc Ninh.
The first Huey was shot down attempting the pick-up and
another was successful but not before a pilot and co-pilot were
killed. Benavidez, who was severely wounded, was awarded
the Medal of Honor for his actions. During a mission on 19
February 1968, a UH-1F was shot down attempting a team
rescue. SF SSGT Fred W Zabitosky, though badly wounded,
rescued the co-pilot, earning him the Medal of Honor. Because
of the very nature of its exploits, the 20th SOS lost 19 Hueys in
SEA, 13 of them shot down. One was lost north of Nha Trang
when it was hit in flight by a 105-mm round. Five aboard were
killed, reportedly including the squadron commander and a
>ssor to the 20th SOS ) at Howard AFB in the Canal Zone. They have

high-visibility markings and XM-94 20-mm grenade launchers mated with LAU-59/B rocket pods on the hardpoints. ( USAF photo.)

I



(Above) A 1982 illustration of a UH-IN of the 20th SOS at Hurlburt
Field, Florida, showing an unusual mottled colour scheme resulting from
the application of a three-tone camouflage over light grey. Stencil-type
national insignia are in black. (Right) LAU-59/B rocket pods on the
UH-IN, 10 in (25,4 cm) longer than the LAU-59/A version. ( Below) A
pair of UH-1Ns over Hurlburt in May 1983. (USAF photos.)

civilian technical representative from Bell Helicopter. Five
helicopters were lost (four by enemy fire) during 1967-68
alone, and the unit fell upon even harder times when five
aircraft were lost to enemy fire during the first four months of
1969, an undisclosed number of crewmen being killed or
wounded.

Cross-border operations peaked in 1969 and early 1970, but
further losses and maintenance problems forced an end to such
work. Missions ended on 1 July 1970, when the political
decision was made to cease US troop lifts into Cambodia. The
“Green Hornets” continued gunship support for the VNAF
H-34s and occasionally made emergency pick-ups. During the
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sunjmer of 1971, several troop carrier flights of eight aircraft
were made from Kontum to DaNang. During 1972, US
helitopters flew only occasional infiltration missions and only
on $pecial request. In the second half of 1968 alone, 20th SOS
members earned numerous awards for heroism, including six
Silfer Stars and 11 Purple Hearts. During 1967-68, six
creywmen earned the Air Force Cross, and the squadron earned
the|Presidential Unit Citation in 1967 and multiple Air Force
Oufstanding Unit Awards.

Th¢ Air Force Huey

Th¢ mount of the “Green Hornets” was the Bell UH-1 series

“Hpey” helicopter (officially, the Iroquois), which had been

seldcted by the Air Force in 1963 for missile site support duties.

Degignated the UH-1F (originally H-48 in the USAF desig-

natLon system), and based on the Bell Model 204B, the aircraft

wa$ built to accept the GE T58-GE-3 engine already in use in

USAF Sikorsky CH-3 helicopters, replacing the Lycoming

turposhaftin Army versions of the UH-1. The driveshaft of the

T5§ ran aft, necessitating several engineering changes to be

made. The engine was mounted backwards, allowing the

driyeshaft to fit into the transmission with the exhaust
rerputed to the fuselage right side. The GE engine was

unteliable but very powerful, requiring the installation of a

step-down gearbox to decrease rpm. Indicative of the T58’s

poper was an airlift by a 606th ACS UH-1F of 34 Thai flood
vigtims, plus the crew of three! This standing record was
aclieved with the pilot performing an apparently routine lift-
off] The powerful T58 permitted a favourite stunt performed

by R0th SOS pilots, which was to lift straight up to 200 ft (61 m)

angl dive forward into a take-off attitude. UH-1Fs originally

fegtured the open bell-mouth shaped engine air inlet; however,
foguse in SEA, this was changed to a set of removable screened

airjinlet filter sections. Like the 204B, the F model Huey had a

2-fk (61-cm) tail boom extension, permitting the installation of

a Haggage compartment. This compartment was inconvenient-

ly Jocated directly below the exhaust outlet, because Bell fitted

it efore the Air Force decided which engine to use. The 1,272

shp (951 kW) power plant drove a 48-ft (14,6-m) main rotor

with 21-in (53-cm) chord, enabling a gross weight of 9,000 1b

(4P82 kg) to be used. UH-1F deliveries totalled 120 aircraft

thfough 1967, with follow-on versions designated the TH-1F

built during 1967 for instrument and rescue training.

The Air Force wasted no time in sending its UH-1Fs to
SHA, the first Hueys serving with the 606th ACS in Thailand in
19p6. The exact number of Air Force Hueys used in SEA is
urfknown, but reliable sources and photographic evidence
indlicate about 20 to 25 aircraft. A typical crew comprised a
pijot, co-pilot and two gunners who doubled as crew chiefs.
Afr Force UH-1s in SEA wore the typical USAF tri-tone paint
scheme with light grey undersides, but during maintenance
overhauls, some Hueys were repainted with only the lighter
shhde of green. Markings were limited to simply a flat black
sefial number on the tail fin — standard practice having the
lagt three digits of this number applied to the nose panel, also
infflat black. Located on each side of the tail boom was a large
st¢gncilled hornet, usually in green and facing forwards, but at
tithes black or facing to the rear. While the unit was at Tuy
Hpa, the hornet began to appear everywhere, including on
aifcraft from other units. Personal markings were used on the

“ Hpeys, though not in abundance: On rare occasions, the
UBAF Hueys were observed in SEA with a small national
inpignia on the forward tail boom.

To fulfil the two-fold mission of transport and gun support,

me UH-1Fs were modified shortly after the “Green Hor-

ts” began operations in Vietnam. These helicopters were
ted with hardpoints, armour and crew-operated weapons.
ventually, some 20 aircraft were so modified and redesig-
ited UH-1Ps. The standard weapons load on the P model
mprised a pair of LAU-59/A (XM-157A) 2:75-in (70-cm)
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seven-shot rocket pods and two hand-operated GAU-2B/A
(XM-93) 0-30-in (7,62-mm) pintle-mounted mini-guns. These
gun systems were located in each cargo doorway and could be

fixed forward for firing by the pilot. Their rate of fire was

adjustable at either 2,000 or 4,000 rounds per minute. They
could also be pivoted to a stowed position inside the aircraft.
Fastened to each gun was a flex chute through which expended
brass was diverted down and away from the aircraft. Some of
the 20th SOS Hueys had the mini-guns fitted right from the
start of operations. The rocket pods were attached to universal
mounts on the aft hardpoints. Initially, the mounts used were
the XM-156 type, familiar on Army Huey gunships, but these
were later replaced in favour of a more compact mount of the
type seen on US Marine Corps’ Hueys.

UH-1Fs used as team transports were called “slicks”, a term
originated by Army Huey crews in Vietnam to describe a UH-1
lacking heavy armament systems. The UH-1F and P desig-
nations were used interchangeably within the unit as the
number of Hueys modified with hardpoints increased. During
the early years of operations, a number of 20th SOS Hueys also
featured a Sagami mount, which incorporated a standard
infantry model M60 machine gun affixed to a swing-out post
arrangement. The Sagami was used on gunships as well as
“slicks”, but most of the latter featured M60s suspended from
“bungee” cords in the cabin doorway. Fastened to the
weapon’s barrel was a long metal rod which prevented an over-
zealous gunner from accidentally shooting into the aircraft.
The guns were also fastened from below with a strap and
were belt-fed through flexible ammunition chutes attached to
containers fastened to the cabin floor.

SEA avionics were installed in the 20th SOS Hueys and
many aircraft were seen with two VHF/UHF antennae on the
cabin roof. All “Green Hornet”” Hueys retained their cargo
hooks, although these were rarely used. Passenger seats were
not installed for the reconnaissance team missions — instead,
crews frequently fastened lawn chairs to the cabin floor! In
Vietnam, crews quickly adopted the practice of placing
ceramic body armour plates in the nose ‘“‘chin bubble”
windows — gunners usually sat on them in the cargo area.
While based in Thailand, the UH-1Fs also often displayed a
placard in a bracket on the doorpost located between the pilot
and cabin doors. The information on the placard depended on
the cover story being used to explain a particular mission.
Some titles used were “USAF, Thai Army, Lao Government”’,
and even “Department of Health™!

At times, the 20th SOS was called upon to test new
equipment. One example was a large infra-red searchlight
tested while the UH-1s were part of the 606th ACS in
Thailand. Later, in Vietnam, the unit tested a personnel
detector, known as a ‘“‘people sniffer”, which detected
chemical scents emitted by humans. Neither system was
adopted for use by the unit. While at Nha Trang, two gunships
flew “Firefly” missions over Binh Thuy for a time, but it’s
doubtful that they were fitted with searchlight equipment.

Twin Hueys arrive

In a move by the Air Force to upgrade its Hueys, the UH-1s
of the 20th were gradually replaced by UH-1Ns after the unit
moved to Cam .Ranh Bay in late 1970. The UH-1N was well

- suited to the “Green Hornet” missions, having a greater
* payload capacity and twin engine safety. Initially developed by’
Bell for the Camadian Armed Forces, the twin-Huey was .

purchased simultaneously by the USAF and USN. Air Force
N-mode! deliveries began in 1970, eventually totalling 79
aircraft. Power was supplied by two Pratt & Whitney PT6T-3
turbine engines having a total output of 1,800 shp (1 343 kW);
the military engine designation was T400-CP-400. Maximum
gross weight of the UH-1N was 10,000 1b (4 540 kg), maximum
speed was 142 mph (228 km/h) and the maximum range at
mission gross weight was 260 miles (418 km). The normal
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passenger load was 14 plus pilot and 220 US gal (833 1) of fuel.
Like their predecessors, the twin-engined Hueys of the 20th
SOS were fitted with weapons systems — - all gunship versions
having GAU-2B/A and LAU-59/A weapons. In lieu of the
mini-guns, the Ns could carry XM-94 rapid-fire 40-mm hand-
oppmlnd grenade launchers. Installation, opcrmion and
applicable systems paralleled those of the mini-guns. Thl\'
system h had an 800-round capacity, an effective range of $.90(
1 (1.500 m) and could fire 400 rpm. Often. a mini-gun was

mounted in the: left door and the 40-mm.weapons in‘the night.

< The UH- INs arrived.in Vietnam with flat:black USAE utles ..

and serial numbers on the tail fin, and standard LJHIOLLHJ”L
but the “USAF™ and -data block-on the pilot’s-door were
quickly oversprayed with flat black, and the hornet insignia
added to the tail boom.

End of an era

Many lessons were learned from the SOG operations of the
Vietnam war era. The full potential of these exploits was never
realised, because of the inhibitions imposed by the US
observance of the Geneva accords. America also feared tha
expanding the war into Laos and Cambodia would further
involve North Vietnam or even China. Many of those lessons
learned are formed into the doctrine of today’s modern Special
Operations Force (SOF).

From the end of the war until 1983, the 20th SOS continued
to function at Hurlburt Field, Florida, as part of the 1st SOW
of the Tactical Air Command (TAC). Aircraft used were the
UH-1F, P, and N variants and CH-3Es, with the tail code
“AQ carried in white on the tail fin, the serial number added
on the tail boom in white, and small national insignia applied

to the fuselage roof and belly, as well as the forward end of

each tail boom side. Eventually, the older Hueys were phased

out in favour of the twin- cnoined models and HH-53Cs
replaced the CH-3s. Many of the older Hueys and CH-3s
equipped reserve SOS units.

Today. Special Operations exists on a large scale, encom-
passing a mix of Air Force active, Reserve and Guard units
flving a wide variety of special aircraft. Through a major
reorganisation in March 1983, the 2nd Air Division was
reactivated. becoming the focal point for all Air Force special
operations activities. Through this reorganisation, the 20th
SOS. officially drew 1o a ¢lose its. proud status as the: only
combat helicopter. squadron-in_the Air' Force. Its UH=INs
were absorbed primarily into the 24th’ Composite Wing at
Howard AFB in Panama. Besides this unit. other principal
units of the 2nd Air Dtivision include the 1st:SOW, the USAF
Special Operations School. and three squadrons at Hurlburt
Field. two squadrons in the Philippines and one in Germany.
Special emphasis is placed on unconventional warfare, using
unique aircraft with special capabilities. In contrast to the days
of Vietnam, a good proportion of helicopter missions are
flown low level at night with night vision devices.

In an effort to upgrade the SOF to keep pace with the
likelihood of low intensity conflict, the Army and Air Force
signed an agreement on 22 May 1984 as an AirLand accord.
The agreement provided that the Air Force transferred
responsibility for providing helicopter support for SOF to the
Army — this including about 100 Air Force helicopters
dedicated to that mission. The changeover, occurring in July
1986, ended what proved to be a truly unique and colourful
chapter in Air Force history. [

The author would like to thank the following for their contributions to
this article: Dave Delisio, Tom Garcia, Craig Greenwood, Tom Hansen,
James Ball, Gene Cole, Bell Helicopter and the USAF.

The UH-IN serial 96-6644 of the 20th SOS conducting open water training in June 1983. (U§4Fplwm )
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