


1967
History of the 20 Helico

Squadron

mbered Air Force: 7th tion: Nha Trang AB, R\rN

Typ. Aircraft: H-3/ H-1,ng: 14th Air Commando Ving

17,937 # Sorties: 15483

Cargo:3,890,883 lbs.ersz 321731 Expended 7. 2z 240,400 rds 2.25 FFAR:303

ander: Lt. Col. John V. Amidon/ Lt. Col. John M.

ior Enlisted: UNK

sonnel Strength (Min/Max): UNK Officers LINK Enlist

mentary: The 20th Helicopter Squadron continued to te from Nha Trang during 1967 with
Ls at Kontum, Tan Son Nhut, and Udorn. There were temporary facilities that were utilized
only short periods and were too numerous to list on this The mission statement remained:

various Air Force combat activities, such as the ications sites, Tactical Air Control
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Sy air liaison officers, airfield construction, aeromedical acuations; counter-insurgency
ations, and to support/ augment search and rescue forces SEA if required. The unit will also be

and activities of the squadron weree to priority requirements of MACV." The operatio
ped numerous times due to roles and missionsagreemen that the Air Force Chief of Staff was
ing on. The problem was that the 2Oth was the only a Air Force helicopter squadron in

ory. On 19 February 4 UH-lF's completed our first mission for MACSOG. The UH-l's
ing fuel tanks to be useful in theto be modified with FM radios, armored seats, and self

other materials resulted in low

I t

ions that were given the squadron and shortages of parts
bilities rates during early 1967.

Lificant Missions: The 20th participated in operation Tra
ils are sketchy as to the actual mission. In early 1967 we

the 20th in it's first aggressor role against F-102's to trai
lled airspace. April br"o"ught 

-or. 
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:rs versus recon teams. 1967 also saw the 20thtrainine batt
Force units allowing them more cohesive 

"p.t"ri""i 
ifr.

Horse throughout most of 1,967 and
operation Deuces \Vild that

them to halt insurgencies into U.S.
Chi Minh trail this time with strike
ield co-ordination to Thai Army and

Pony Express" in the role of SAR assets
the first on scene when two B-52's collidedin the air and able to pick up six survivors.

ificant Awards: Air Medals: 145 Silver Star: 1 Distinguished Flying Cross:22
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I-r "Llr

l i;r lr;lcl iJrc'ivll, Gen lrcrgerson,
f icl-rl Forcc V anci retu.rned

flcrii 'I 'an Lcn i' ihut bo Bien Hoao

f icrc .lll c)i1[). ironr T;.n 'ron

a.ncl 1-tr.r'i;)' t+ele flotrn to

c.-'-i I tu uj)(r:l l),); the llav;r, ','rho
l . ;Lss: l i ' - i  <:c1 recor l  rn ission in the

. l  i ' , r :c j^. , ; j  l , f . 'c l ' i rct 'af t  just be-
' l l rc : ; i l ;ual ; ion colrsistcd of
t.ricltcci un alir-l tLrat rve r,,rould

rne i-,ilotcrl blr f,,3pN I'i j--l-1.iam
1'; ; ,  l . i : r l  i - l r l led:1,;  bcJ-y and Capt
]r ' . , -"  . . . , . -  r^. , , r  I  r , : ,o-,r ,u aboarclr{ ( i  v. ' r '  / l rg l l  i  t . : r , -L ul l l

, l tLached f l ic l iLselves b ' ' . '  use
'1 60 fe,eb belou 1,he ai .rcraft .

C;r1i, johnsr:n cou-l"ct find. a
cr i  Lfren t ' . :Lurn. :d bo f ly high

orr l i r rd.  l , l i i  j  . iard,  af tcr
l . r ' r )  ei : . f t ' i rct ion r ,r i th. l  esc than
c:;r of vlr,rr t,Lr'i ck cover con-
: , r  hr : i i . ; l i l ,  of  20 fcet .

t"ti.r.l;Lt l.t i 'e l; i:t.il(i. i:t1'CilS

s;,r:,-l-1 iu:l.ils fire lrl'Ien
i e ;rl lr l<:i- lL;z l-,hc,. , Lctr-ra.1
lrc sr-r-bini-i, br:11 -ior' [,lle

1'  
^. \ : : r r ) l r : l - ' i r I r ' ,  

nnr,rr : : ' l  r ' , , , ,qrrnn]t tr  urr ; r r . l  ,_r .  _ uarr , - ,  '  r lvr  r r t . . , r  I  vouylJJ- v

cor/ ' f i 'J / .  . i ' l te i 'e icue t ;a l :  f r "om
i;hc,  C,: : rLr ' :  I  I l jghlands. The

oi ' . \ : . t l -  i r  r rnr , r  r - i  r ra J 
^ 

r ,  l - ' . t ' i . rh 'F n{ '
I  r  vr 'vr4

i .ou: :  I lc  $; ;cci . : r l  forces camp.
.: lc:lr.r l- .

conr,h" lrct ion rrrC mli intenance
i ' r rn-" '1 '  ' , " - r  L.r ' i l  . ] i ' .^  

-n l - . - - in '1 ^i , - r1r !  l ru ^1r\ . .  vLt lJ-uJ. : ly  l i r ( lug.L Id, lu

l-,r cl l b,;d ;r,()r- 'L'o{i lrri;Laly }
r i "  r '  L: : '1, iorr  i r ;  .Loce1 ct l  a 'bop
o i 'r 'orr l-:oLtblt-eas l,crn coi_Lsi, of
i;-. lt ' l ; ,rLL rrt 6 5;i; ' ;: l ics r,.ret'e

i:rovin6
- . ;  ^r .  , . -
l /J UA UiJ o



1" t . ! .7 l i 'Lrc , '1. ; i . , i t
iliris cit: i;;,i ci :trrc:r i i:,

i.ii i',hi.; :;r,:'1.^ri-:,;-i..1;
[, i ic i,r j- i,:,--i,:_iLl . i ;r. i

i l  " ([; rt ' '
clur':i.rii; i:, ir,i .i::l.r ij't

:. I';: ;;i; :' :i.r '-'.:: 1.;, : ::, r

-j-r:ir vr: 'i i r;, : .'l. :. ird .

stlr-u:i iIr;;r c,: it l i ;-Liri.r,:., i  : i .;,s
Ij,i)li(:: ]i-'l-. i-s iiLir:i,t. . -l i,,i,';.i

r:.:.ulr. l l ,.L Ll:,-: .: j()[]r ..-;-. i C,r
ct iU.f  L; ic l - l l rnIr ; r  

' ] , , r ; r . ; i ,  
. l . t - :  , : '  ; : , .1-

quue 'b io; t  i l i  i ;c  ' , ' ; i1; ; ' i .  ,  i i , .

) . ( il ; i-i- i,u i; ...ir r:,i : i i; Cr ):1. c

iii::.1 l,ii.rri.. i.lir:ii; I, Co--r.r-;; t,'-'i.

l l t . . : l -  j -co. i l , i : i '  l )r . i tu- ir l . , .  ui , ,  i : l  ,

l , , t l ,  l j . ; . ;

, .1,  , . i .  i ,  I

i ; . i  ' i : . :
i r ) i t i ;

l t r l  l . '

5" ( f )  i i , , ' t  : . i .1 i i r ,  i ' 'or)  c . l ; r  : .
; j t . )  j lo l l : . ' ; j .  i iJ  l , ; :1. . .  r l . r 'j l )  i ]Qt l . r .  i r , t , t ; , - ,  ,1. I  i l r . l . t r

. r  - , . .

!  . i .  t -  

- :

. ! . i . i  :  .  - '

I  i  \ j

' I . - , . .

- . . . . , . .  
, { , , . . - .  ^ ' l  " . . -  - . , .5 ' . 'Ui . lQI ' ,or t  A. l . i j : . )  I l i . r . . , . i  i l ; i '  _r . i l

;l -1.. i-. :." t; i.; 1., i..1. i-, r-1. [j :i_: : r: :i .r i , .i , i

-i.'ro:ir i',it,:-Ll:' -[LJ.",ri:, 1.'.1- : f.,;.,

',iiiii 5'L.)e(.1. cli.i.r':i.rr: ircl.',r.'u.: r.'.;
iLi l 'Ci1,: ir i :  i ' r :)SCr,-r.Q,, , ' ,  r l .  f ' -  i  ,) j

Ci'c,.:i:. anti ;-r .frc.'rt;'., "'l 1' t jil--l i.l :'-1..,
' i ;o i : ta i ; ' . i  i : , i l ( )  r . r j -c l , :  r l l r .

\  , . |(

l . ' : i  :  : ;  i . ,  , i i  . i 'c lr : . 'Ul i l ' . / .

: j . . ,  i . r i : j  j .s  . , ; i ) i . '

. .  : : . , ,  i l ! - ,  .  i : ,  , ' ; : i - i , :r

',,r -, i', Cij. 1"-l.ql l- ,'i;:.ii
' i : ; . i  . ; .  .1 . , ;( l  l - i ,  ; ' . lhr l

, , - r  I  I . :  . ,
, .  , , ,  i  . ,  ,

t ,  LI  , : , : ;

; - i .1r '  1,1.-1.1,  r : f '1. ; : :osr.) ,1

t. , .1 'r :  i rL, , . ,  a, ' , ; ; ' t  f i i , ,1),:1 .1. iJS,

\"-; ). t-' -).' : :r-'.i., -;..1ig i;.1 r.i-li

i j i i i i  )r , ;r  i i  Jo. l . l . j '
; i - , , , : ' l  j " '1, ' , ;(-r i . j . l ,  j . i l

L/ ":. /
IJ.  I

i -J
t :  i -



6. ({ j )  f 'n" Unj- t ,cC I , i ,a i , : r  Oi"; i ' . . ; , , '  . ;  .  icr ; : i .o:L e,- ' , : rLi .
ny,/rdr: , r  r  i  n Ti i r ,  r ' i  r re,r  Jt  Tlr l i i - - l . l t ; : ' ' i  .  TIC " ]0 i ; l r  . j ' ! : l l  5 l
25,61J pcunclc oI 'c l ' i . r ' , r1o rr i ,<,1 , i , , i i ,  l ) - i j ; : r i i , r , i i ) r ' ;  i ; ' :1 i i5
nission"

7, (Ul Cl,r  /1 l lcbl 'u l ' r l ' . i r  o: lo Cl l ' - . )C' , : ;
a Ij-b'1,le iir--'J- t'd,o h: ' i l.,..rc;r r;i,i 'ucl:
^. :  ̂ r -  . . ,_ . r .  r - - .  , . i  ^r- :Lt , r  j . t r  f ,CCOi, , : l  l ; i | t r :
. iJJVl \  U. lJ Ulr9 v 

- t -V 
L.

I lol 'revcr', a,l--l- t lrr:sc e f.f rr.L't 's rt l ' , lr lei I
rcaching i ;hc hol- : f  i - i , r r l .

8" (U) 0rr 10 Irebrr- i i r r ' ; r  l ;1r ' r  2r l l , i :  e, :Ll i ' i .cr : l  l i i , jor G,:
of i.,hc l"ii'st ltoyll- lll.itaj. ./in,;J'2 1''o 't .;titi;-'l l- L)nj-br;cl
Ca.ni:r i-lr l iouthcrn Tir;ri-l; rtrl "

a / ,1 \ ,  n.  r ,a rr-, ) .  ( - l i  t - l i r  1 j  i , ' r lb l r -urry ' i ,h. : '101, l i  i ' - l  f i i  ( ) l . l  i , i
SottLltcm Li. '.crso Thc ;i l tv-,r j ' i iu;.: ' . i icrrrt-) ' 'or.l l  ,bc
a-nci ir i jul, j. i  Ccvcr',r,-l- ')ct,:,- l rt" i i 'rru 0ll--JCt r;
Orrlri.ance IJis., 'os;r-[. pcr'rjoi 'r;r,::] : i ,rt,; l ; i ie v.i..1.,1.
Cf:i-i.iC:lll-.-,r l,rolu.iC!(jal t,.., . .,'r-il,'rl.:itr;l; .[or, it.r.
Korat  , ' r i - r  Basc. Thai-- l - i r , , j  "

1 0. ( $) Also oi7 13 .irei, L ui:r';, '
Chicf of jit,aff oi' th,,: LIliLr,:cl
r\ir Base to l',onl.ce;r Lor;r:l;r' j-n

/1.  \  , .
11" (p) Ott  2J i i 'c i ; r " - r . ' r r ; . '  ' t ,1. , 'o j i . ;n i , :s r ; , . i ' i j  r t i . , i1 l ,  ( ) I t  ;

Vict I ' ftui t-,o evltcl. l.:.1'bc i. .I.- i. ' : i-,." ' , 1,.11.',- j. ir i-. ' ,-1 -l i  r ' ; '1rg1; i,s-1,";
I ' icrrLh Viet  i { l rn for  cvci  fotr i ' I 'g; ' ; ' " "  l i ' l  r , : ; .  t rcr . : ' i .J i : r t '
ai ld r.Ihun 'Ll ' ic)- L'ui).cllc' iL i,hr, ' cl ,;;: i .::r i i ,:., '  - l-::, i ir l : l i iE zai
'beat;t r,vas '.tror.f i let"c i-rr ' ; i f,1rl . ' i . ' l l ,J l ' '611-i.r.: i : . , i i lrellc(i

folci-n3 L,hcnr dorrvlr l^ri l,irj lr lLu l, r,.r:.;'L j. e '..'eii j',(rJ-lri fj.i.c .
f  h.r{-.  nir,r  }ro' t  i  nzr-Ns1, I .nl;  r iclr i . l -c:cl .  r . . ; j - i , l r  l0 ci .rJ.: i - l :er.r rv4J_v\/ i /

piJ-obts r" i r r tc ls;hic. .Lr l ' , r , : rs l . r l .o in i  o,"r '1, ' i r t r  o l rc i : r ia( i ( . )
one foot or"r.t, o.i LIaclc" 1l- ' l  r ' , lr-.. i , i-, ' jLr',,r, i:.r. '  r ' j i i . i . i i j  r;ccl.

s bal_l i l r i i  ' i t : 'scr .  hui ;  o; : i l . ' r  l i "c. ' l ' .1.r , .  o. i . '  1,^, ' :  I ' i ' ( ) . r ' , " . r . iu i r )

1ii. (f ) l,:L3r,rcli.oi) i- iccc.)rr i:,. l-: l .r irr

Iiou.r's l:'lcr.r,,
f ' lorbi cs Il otti 'r
lla s.; ctirl,:t' ; (1.',til':rc,:.1

Ca.r'5o Carrj.cd

j j ighlr  ; r i rcr i , f  L a, ; . . i i ' r  , : .4 /
(,5SlZ sti.tl a't ;1,'lii:tkol.: f,,,r.

f:rconnlis l;ion i,l'l: <,
,, i-rcreft l i i , i l- i ' : ; ' . ' t  i-ol). rL:r i i)

Gn.l JJ- f i - r t

, .r i :  l t (-) j  :u:,1.: ,- j- l tcl

l ) : , "  i l , : l .aL'r ' ( )
,1rr. . l  L'u: i  l t i : (1

". , ,  v," i i1 i )J
L,o t,hr,:
c ir i . - ld

i i- ir:d -i. 'Ll l;r,: l io i.ns1,al-1aL-i on
holii l,i, i O rrLj.iir,:.'Le:-t ca.ltr'jring
l.;r:r. i. ' ' i , i ,:r l i l-r ;ui,r;of'b cf ' thj-s

, -  . ' i  l r1i 'l l ,'r . r.. f, i l cva et6] t C
.^- . , ,^ .1 . t - .

\ .  1 -r{  
r"4i l ( r ,  l r ,9\ .1 9v

n()sl i j -LiJ. alL u(icrr lo

l i  o ' l lhc

cl  j -cd sl ioL' t ly af .Lcr

(:r'f.. ']. Porn, Ciricf of Steff
' |  . r ' l ' . . \ ' r  i  r . l t r - .  ! ' , i r r 'n ' i  l t I  I tOf CCiS

r:t-s s l.o nl : l (J. l 'CJr

I  i ; i i .c
C:l  . r ' I ' : ; .Cal

: , -0 i ' . l ld

t,vl,. ct.,.r_i.1,

i'i-y'icll-'r
; ; .er. i i .  t :a- j

t , t ic i i  c , ' :

f / .  . l  l ra I  t , \d^ th

- , i ' r '1 . . -^ ^. . r  t - . r r lcd
vJ-. ,J_-rr  : \ -  i r i . t i i  tLJ_:.

nr, l l . ,  ; : : i , .J .osi-ve
;' i  i ,:ci 1;lrc not'c

.1. i .
. . i .1

: l  1

1.r',l

i\.
- .llrr.,.',.i

IL1'qs,

{ ' i r^  ! r - . ' ' - ;+. ' ' l  
- .1L/ l rU / .  L! , . r  

- i ,  - ' -  !c ' - r -  LL U

-Ta L ut
.L"'r+."itt Ir" li cConnel.l.,

.rl' S'Llrff front Dl }Jirng

ni r.:s:irrrr d,'y,: l intcr l.Jori,h: r  \ rv\-_t- ,  J-rr

i ; lr i , L h td bc,.rrl^roi. ' l<i-ng i.n
er ' r ' ' r l , ' l -y |1 i ' r6 l ;  . , . ' r l  t Iq FOlf iCS

1, i t , - r r , : l iSCorr i . : rcC l , l ia i  t - ,hC
h':, ,,r. '<;,1.: clusnii;c )o'rr ccil. irr3s

Ib r'r irr dui' l ,1;,; ' [; i : is sei.irch i,

ubor i . i t i -c . f i re.  The enbi-re
.. r-. i ' .  , ^ r-....r 'r -= ,- l i .:1, it r, lec, . )  r  r - r .u 

- .v 
i  r .L\  iJ_.7 v,

m.r];i: j- i, j i . 'rcl; l ,o l:,h,:r foi 'wa::cl

-1 l lc:l l  . l  oi l, h'- cL'c',/r. Eoth

:'tcrl t,<,' i ;, i , b,. lr;. l  J'.-t i '  reir,:rlr)

I . ,
LiI ' l l / . { i i :  C] :c l .L

l '  - .1- l  
'  

/ '  - l

| .  t : . i

i ,' :. !'/
t )  t  ) , -J

t

:



Itcbnu'.ry Ilist oricr I l?e

'0t""';]' ;';il " i,n;,j"" 
o

1. The history of 'bhe 2O'bh ilt.l-l icc;pl,t:r lJquil.r:l:on
IiVi'l duri;rg the 1:erioct oJ' I Fcblva.rly 6'/ l,hrough

&r Tire nu:, l t l :e l  of  CII--3C.:r j - i '61 ' ,11'b lssi ,qr icd du
I-Ie'l i nn:r'l'.r',7 l,r,'1Q r,.t;-ts 'burn'Jc1 ovr,,r' 'co tirc ir.Ji],{ 'f,elltu Ir rv+4v,Jl lvvL t l  . /  I  /

for it. On l--l l,'ebruir ry (,'/ t',^irr Ul'l--i-lf rs lrri.vr-:cl :1'r<
assignecl I'US iinij. t,he o i,hel ii ' l)"f . i ., 't,,,.r' :Lrt
fronr l ih;r ' l ' r- i r  nr; 1o b' l l  n"r. ;- ;111'-: i i  1 'ot '  i i l . r : ; t tL i , l

b. Thc: nu:r ibci 'o l '0, I - l -3C r . i - l  o l ,s i ; , .s jncrc) i r : i , : )c l
'bhe assigrunerif of iia;1 C,.,l"r:s, Ulc Uli-l-ir pi-iol;s
t jr is period. i i l l- cntr-1'rs ir-fbor' f l :r is i,rhon rr:rfsyj-g
aircraft vdll- be ,:s fol--l.o',..is : CH-3C/U1-l-11t.

of 255:/r0 c:olrLl'i i.1; fJ.yj.rril h.Lul:r; '"..rcc. l i  tot;.; l-
zlQ.rl t94 pounds
Titese figures ct;n l:e broi(,:: i i  i io,,m jlr i,o :t j. l 'cri.f 'b t;
IO5:3O conbat fl;':Lng iiours cc':tLtj-l-cr-l r-rti 2':)l+/2I7
of cargo arril. 5'7fzl/+19 l-.ii.:;ceiii'{ers ir'r :rr: :r ar"l-iitr:cl d
figures c-ln again be broken c'lo,.'rn J.'urt,irer i;.:; fo-L

/ r  \(1) Contbl..b hotrrs f-l-o'',n irr 1:r'j..tiu..ry' s"rppo
81:35; irny: l.tlg:h.O/1.:):JO :,.ar) 'oth.:r' I*'5/O.

/a\

12) Sorties fl-or,'n irr i;u1r1orb o.[':
and othert  73.

/a \

\3 ) ibunds oI c::r:';"o .il()'{Jr-} lor-' :
and other:  I35O"

/ ,  \(4)  Ibsst , i r13, : ;s, : i : ' l - - i -1tr :d - ior '  :
other ' :  383"

d. f l ls  : l - ; " rgc1; l  1,1snpl i , i r : r t  cr- i  Cl j - .30 . fJ. ; r i r rg, . : i
qrrrr"r 'n* T+ nnn, ' i  c" l  .  r l  .  t '  ' l  I ' l  ' ) t7 '7 t t r t r r ' ,  1.- :  

^  
i  r , f  1r1ipqj/ i  Vr V o rU UVIIL): i )Ut.L:  U.L J-J- .L,  / : -  i  (  i f \ lLLLlst f j  l ,  I  1 l l l11 l .L

r , r r r l  (?.  ?(  nnrnhl I  h1;Uf 'S i  _ l .Olrrn.  i . ' i . tC l ; i . . ,COriC l . i t  f , ,1eS

of food, l : toci ;Lf  in s l t .  pol- 'b o1'  Lhtr  , , r ' l , t \ ro , ' ,  to i , :  - l -
tvas l roved on 25 sort j -es.  ' I 'hc Lir l rd.  ] i l : . :  , iot :  r : f fo i" I
rn-issiorr lrorl.;iu.g wibh i,]rr, i'.i'trE7 . Tl i j-s r,:nvo-l-'rc.:ci
cornb;rt hours.

e. The 1,\rgesL :,r'o'..or' ' l, io,l
F;',C suppoi.'t a.nii Lola-l-,:d 3I'.25
effort of the Ul-l-li. 't:i irrrrs Vfi'

of bhu 1,o1;: , i1.
. i1rr l r l r ' i - .  f " l  r r i  n r

l ; r : .p; :ot ' t ,  1.5:10

rt
n

'b Tt,tn Son I'ihut Air Base,
Februrly 57 is iis follol'rs:

ing t,[j-ir p,:r' iod wi:.s three.
nci 1;l:Lr.:ir ,:rr(] nor// accounti,i:le

1'T: : :  Q

arrived
l  l .Ih r I lr, 'r.r :r rr n n.-r

a j;hild ULI--]-F

:
I

, i

: . :ll
,1

' l1l
, l I

,_i,l
:il.i

' , .  j
- l
ri'  ,,,1

t l l

,1"

o
l ' t :

Jl  in t l t i -s 1-r41ioC with
irs; l ' : j l 'nec- l  here TDY for

bo L l'r.. ti i f icrenl, t;rpes

,"ri-r' ii

i ' i .r i ' , :;r '

, ,  .^n1ni  I  nr ' l  , rn (? ' l  qnr, f  i  r .< .
\ . (  \ . ' r r  / \ ,4

; i r l i f t t 'd Cu' ing Lhis p<:r iod.
)0s i :3 i 'o l lows I5OzIO/
ties; l-90 ;3e/ 52,156 pounds
- i  rr  n l- . tr  i  q r.r ,r i  nr l  -  T'hesei  

1- ' !  +vu c

,ri1' Iro:rcc 7l+:40/

349; ;\.nt';v: 148;

lrJ J ,J) (, ; i rntl i 68 , t)I7 t

cf1'orL o. i  the UFI-I-Frs
Trl ' r , "  . : - rnnr,a '  ar-a:r 'L ^-LJ"t lu i f  - - ; r .ut i ! {  l - . r  Ecrt /C5t/

,'rii' jl'orc 799; / ' r ' rny: 218; artd

'o r:t for i, i ro rrlorrt ii was i ' i io
,r'1$ ;,'.ir ']i"ft,r:cl ort 57 sorl,j-es

r : i fo lL ' ,v. i r - ;  l ! . i ,  e i r l i f t i . r tg
il 50, )1.y2. pounds of food

in . . . r r . ,nr t  nf  . ' r  c lassi f ied

9? sorbirvs : lncl  5!zl+5

13 ' l  . , . - i , .

hours;
comb + { ' ' t - - ; , -^ r ,^ . , - . -.  u I rJ J.rr l i  J  rvql  o .

w.ls



f. The courier uits fl-crwn orr 1,./1. o:l i;he 28
were nol, avaj-l.i;b1e on Lhrr cLher.' dl -;, 'e. fhc f'tr
Air I, 'orce ' 23'U ,lray: 2,?.; .in,:i o1:hi":r.': 14.
bagg.:rge i,ras also clrriccl"

go The Trojittr i- lois;<: r"r, ' is J'.1.o'nrri - l. l)
/+$50 l:ounds of cf.ir-i jo .. ' icr': j . ' l-c>t.rr.

I t .  Dur i i - rg 'bhir :  1 'v113rJ; lo i ;  1 'cr . ' j - r : ,J

(1) On J li 'e,b Frenr:i.r:1" liy ri;is
Minh arrcl retulncd.

(2) 0n 1l- Feb I3r:Lg Gen l;plur,:rcc

/^\
\3) On 11 I 'cb Jlr ig Cc;r l lucy rr t ; ,s

and. returne:d.

(4) 0n 11 Ireb li;i j Gen Cruur r.r;.s fl-or.in

/  - \(5) On l-3 }r ,-b Drig GLrtt  l , ,oore i ' ; t r t l  p; i r
TliN to Chu Chj-, Ti.ry liinh iiibo ;r4: Iuy liTi.nh i

(6) Cn l-5 lk;b Ii;:i,g Gen lrloore ancl pii
173 BDl,j lleadqua.r'bers, to I rrilc,s rrorLh o[ T;ry

/ r ,  \

\ (  )  Un l l  1 'C:O Uel l  i .Ont;rc1' ,  J-r f '19 t , -411 1'

flcv;n in a UII-l!' 'Lo c,lol'Ci.nr.: beo ){'133-92., L.lortl
air strj- lt€s i lr ir l 1:ar.,cro.1ls in ct;l 'r ju.nctj.<:" l.r i l ,h
uutIUU4vtt  vau.v.

i .  l l 'rorn thc 2.) ItaLl 1,hr"ouE;}r 26 I, ' t;11 lJlj.g G
to cibserve l; irc iLir supirori, i .rsecl irr conjuncl,J-o
operlt ion. i lr j-g Gen I' lool'e iLbi-' l- izt,d 1,l i ic. i: irc
f ' l r r i - . ro l rnrrnq

j. 0n p l, 'eb 2 Uii-l! ' aj.r'crirf{, ;incl 1l rnen
asslgneci. to thj-s s'baLj-on. These irircra.ft ve
and 't he airl i f l , j-r l.S 01' smirl ler crrr,rlo loads, tth
us e et tt JJ4syrr vel'sus ;,, rri3i-g Char'leyrr "

2n On 19 ireb-t,he CH-3Cts t 'rcre i isl i i ,gn*rcl i-, r-tcv/
of l irmy Special- Ibrccs ' l 'cirrns, This has resul

"Charlios'r 'bo l{ontum i"()il i, '2; Litx rtj-rr:rr,ft hr
time arrcl rgfr-rrued Lo TSI'I on.1,1 i'or :iuLj-ni,cni-:.rrcrr
5L:lr5 cottbcr.t flying hours it; 've be:c,rn f'L)l^it-I i]l
GP.L

A.rrrc 1-bi  c:  r , 'nn* hqt. . i , lu v ' . ,4u I ivrrvr ; ,

r/fanq pa.s5(iI16e.rs
;\ tot;;l- of i-i600

' l;otrl- ,-,f 2'o l:-ncsringers :..rd

ir lg Vr!'rs l, ' ,rer.lrr i r l . i f t r :d:

to Binha CFI--3C f'rom T[ii'l

rirn in lr Cll-3C to Phu l"oi.

n ;r CI\3C fron 'I 'SN to llNH

irr a CII-3C to Bl'lH ;ind returned.

X ,,' ierc fl.own in a UH-IF from
returnccl to il.'L'i'i.

y r,.rere flovn fronr Dian to
iJinh r,,rttJ rcturned to TSll"

lbo1, i,rnci Brig Gen i',Ioore were
st of Dau Tlng to obscrve

' l , lrc oireni-n.r' oi '  opcratj-oir

n iioole Lro(rd ,i UI-I-IF exbensively
r..ri-Lh 1;lre Jurrction C:-tv
j.'j. 

- tcitrrl oI 2522J cornbat,

Cil-JC t s
',vere c:; rriecl :

pounds of

thr,  I 'o l l .

l '1or^rrr ' iu

f lv

uscd
re i t

iin,:,l nur.itttilj-rt them i^reI'e a
pri:litiril;r itr Vl.P support
!ri:s lnore economical to

cl-assif:i,ed lnisl;ioir j-n sr,rpp,crt
r. tr l  i  n i . l i rr  drrr ' l  r : .rntcnt of the

reru.:rirlcd at i;hiii, bese 1'u11
i l '  Lot i . ' l  ' r : [  91 sort ies and

ur:port  of  l ,h is nd-ssion.
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Iirrrch ili i; hcr:r:l*r,.1.
2lOi;h i lcl j-c cp t;r,rr:.

TiLrr Son j ' . ihu'i;

1n rl 'ho I-I istoiy of 1;he lI) t ir r ir-r. l., i .c;oi.r 'Lr:-r., 5qi, 'r.,r,1r-,att
ing the periocl of 1 l,. in.:r:clr i j7 1:jrlr.rLglr ;1 ' l  lr i1,,: i:,t: lr 6'

-4.n The irunbetr of 0ll- j i) r,,:\.t ' :<:t: i ' . f 'b aris:11;le11
cm.ft t i '690 is out ol coriuil i . i .: i- i.oir <jr. lr: tt L'rr. ' i-: l ;1o
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".

I jott jilir.L't ,tl i::' 3o.ser, rt*\il[ clur:-
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- l l
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\

JOHN l'/.
flbj or.r

ffi

'rD

,rf,t

of I'Iirr Flight, 2916 IIel Squadron
1 January 1967 - 31 tvierch

frepared b)":
Captain Jamos r,'J" Daniels

'rilrr Fl:lght Hi.storian

Approved:

ELFlllAl,ll,t
usri.r



1 , Ce;arl0f ncleIl

The F1ight Coranancler ab

Brochman. l'iheLhis 1?9 TDY

Robert L. Hess" Upon 'bhe

/
placed by ttr'{aj or' 

*fSboii li
Zn }iiqsigtt: 

tctb'l

Tho rrission of tho flight shouicl be

8,r llhile in Tha.ilend assigned. .bo the

Thai Air Basep Najchon Pha:ronr the mission l./as

Force to coordina'i;e their efforts for na;<iln:n

other USAF actlvities sucir as Civic Action

b. hhen the fligirt tnovcd -bo I'lha Tro.rlgr

part of tho 20th lielj-copter Squacir.oir, 1/.tth

sion. Steps wero 'balcen by ? bir Air tr'orce to

Tluis was accomplishecL on 15 Februrry ancl j-nvo

helicopterso

3o 9netatiaruE":

The operabions fron 1 J'anurrX to 1./

Air Force.Civic Action teerrs end helping

snal]l- vilJ-ages jn Northeas,o Thetil€ind.

On 17 January 30 pil-ots re.bur.necl to .bho

TDY periocl. They were replaced by 1$ piJ-ots

4 PCS pllots fron the 2O'bh itelj-coir.i;er Sq

the 3Bth Air Rescuo $quadr.on. These people

brought the rnanj::g to 35 pilots"

bhe firs'i; of tho

encled on 17 Jan

conpl-ction of his

J

er vas Lt. Col. Robert

uas replaeed by I,t. Col.

TDY Col. Hess was re-

of tho quartero ($)

he

day
\

Balch.rin Yorbhe ciur
&r. t rcrr t r l

'bion

into tuo sections:

th Air Conrnando Sqr:adron, Royal

'to teach the Thai Army and Aii.

effectiveness, ancl to support

, USAJD, ancl USOinI.

public of Vfelnan, to becoine

Coturancio l{:Lngi i'b had no mis-

ra'Lo a missj-on rui'bh IIAC S0G.
.-T1r,E. i.i;

ved the uso of arsed Air Force

consisted of supportj:rg tho

usq'I tearns install radios in many

, having completed. thoir 1?9

for 60 days from tine Z!,

and B pilots reassigned. frora

the or'lginal 6 lrCS pilots



The normal opera'bion all. but ceased a'6

sonneL had to be traj-ned by the original 5

Qn 30 lurn aly wor<l was rocelved frou

were to be re:noved fron 'Iha.iland by the cud o

January all but two alrcraft wcro forried to

to becoue ilE" flight of the 20th llolicoirte-r

craft were alloued to rernain in Theitand lorrg

lief nrissi-on they r.rore doin61 at the request

Upon arriv5ng at ilha Trang the !-light con

nission was boi:rg soughtn The ruission :'ecei

of arrnsd. holicopters rjo a Tes'b rmd Evalua'Lioir

eral weapon systems. Tire progran was a gucce

UH-1pts perfor:ned their firs'b I4iiC$00 ruission

Air Force i::trest at the Chicf of Str:.ff

this was the only armed Air lorce helicop'ber o

Several tjmes durrng eorly strlges of opera

cause of 8p,1eq s.Ad, Uifl"ililln &*rs.s::ngnLx confh.c

unarmecl UH-1pls performed a nrumber of outsLand

missionr on 31 iula1'.h, tho l"ligili; Counanclor, 1,i6

and bocano thc firs'b fataflity of tl:c flight.

lr. SprgonnsJ.:

. At the tirnc of this his'bory there is no

flight, (U)

i!
j, Ee1;dnaelitr Tbe flight consisted

J.ost on 31 lilarctr)o Of tlte l/n, o,Iyr J

equately hanclle the MACISOG nission.

+

P

tiine as

-. i ' t  ^..1-  ̂y-uv vD.

thei all

the next

all the new per-

15 UII-]I aj.rcraft

dayo 0n 31st of

fupublic 6f Vietna.n,Trangr

. Tho renaining ti+o aj.r-

enough to fjnish a floocl re-

the Ki.:rg and Queenr (,

their training while a

fron illlO S0f, jnvolve6 the use

Progrsu was conducted on sev-

and on 19 February { arned.

th outstandirr.g results.

el arouse overbhcl progra$ as

ra'bj-on irr his'bory,

ion activities ws stonped be-

. Howevor, drl:ing these

missi-ons" During one

Robert L. Baldr+in was

of any porsonnel for tho

of 1/+ UH-1 helicopters (one having beon

ad-

periods,

such

IgA

\ / .  I

ha-re the ssary nodifications to



Ths 11 unrnodified aircraft had the

self-sealing fuel tanlcs

of parts. None of ' t ire

rnission.

Tho four o::iginal

2.75 rocket lawrchers,

6o &cjff^Li.es.:

lhe oporations builcting

Tiris problom t.rill be renoved

has boon approved. (U)

"l 
" !qgi.plice.l-$gmar'[:

The logistlcal suirpo::t r{as very bad ciur

that were approved r,rere no'i; rrnde dtre to a

to keep the aircraft flying r/ere obtained fr

a Itlend. €urd Traflsrt basisn (tj)

8o SfeJr.E:

No futurs plans wcre rnacie

9o &ghlen-4rso"r.:

A. l'iission - Tho Laclc of

aircraft utiliza'bion" Du-rj:rg

tine low of 27.5 hos/mo/ac"

Bn PersonneL - Tirs failure of -bhe

sonneL groatly harapered the operetionol
I

trairring riew per.som:.el. Also tho laclc

ti-os.

.19\

i " t '

Or tant Leadership caused. difficul-

seais iastalled and the

arrived, but could t bo i:rstalLed because of a lack

11 aircraf'b lrad triri ios 1,hat were necessary for the

aircraft we.re noclifi

($)

inad.equato due

with tho cons

d 'bo use the 7"62 liini-Cn:n and

ltrs snaLl size and location.

tj-on of the new buiJ-ding which

the quarter. i'iodificati.ons

of parts. Certain parts needed.

the Arrny helicopter units on

due to a possi change j.:: the near future. (U)

a clefi-naie mis caused Bx jreffj-ciency in

timo reached an allFebmary and h f'l rr-i n a

r i ; -  l . to provide perturnent per-

vensss. Too much tlme was spent



U.

much to

delayod

IJJUJ.

Loca'bi-on s:.id l.iission - Tire conpleie

decreas .ts effectiveness o Tiris

tho es'bablishnent of a:: efficien'b o

A defina'be mission, proper equi-pruentr md

major problems of the fligh.i;" (U)

10o 9.ffqmaritnl-&1n-Li^ons :

Iione during tiris quar.tero (U)

1 1 . &te.rds-.4ld,-Aa'eaftiJri*snti:

None d.uring this quartero (U)

12" l{onsls:

The morale of tho fligirt j-s higtr clespi

All persorurel foel that thcre is il defj-nate

A. n / r r \l rLr rorceo \u/

13.- giher,:

It' is hoped. that because of

this past quarter, the Air Force

copters and their importancen (U)

rift^

.:

location of

ssitated a

bion that

the flight did

change i.:: mission

comcs f..o:t siab-

which

thcl outst

viill givo

t persorurel would solve the

the befor.e mentioned problomso

eecl for armed helicopters in tho

ing aceolrplish:rrents of the unit

i;er at'bentlon to arsned heli-



)o

20th Flelj-coptcr ;qur;Cron (2OFIS)

,  t .
($) ' Ihc l i rs l ,  c iu iLr l ,er  of  1967 Vr i . js  a p ' ind n{-  chrrnrro

20th ilelicopter f)c1ua,dron. Tirc squrciron con

Actions, hurnaniti 'rian air'Iift, bli,inslocatj-o

counterinsur6ency. LIel,rclr.Lr;.artcrs rerrriiLined at

Iocations at Udor"n (Thailand), ' l 'arr Sorr I'rhut

/ /  \(S) Opcr l i l ; ior is di I ' fercd ; - rs i , , : ldcl l r  as

the squadrori. i i 'b Tul Son i 'rhub, rrl,rr ir l- j-ghl,:

squadron, fc:: 'r j-ecl lr iLsserrf;, lr.s i.rno ci,r ' ,Jic :Ln lJ

cuir. ' l i f t for [ ievcrrth i\ j : '  ]: 'orce personncl-.

($)  LN Udort i ,  r r13rr . .  r rCrt  i r l rc l  r tDtt  ' i { ' l  
i { 'h

tot+ard counter inslr ' ;cncy uct  j  v ib j .es,  novir4l

and pol ice Dersorrne;L 1,o oul , Iy i r r1, .  focl i ions

ef i 'orts l^ ierc directed

{rniny,r l lv  fny '^r . ' -  n ' i ' l i * . r"r  r  J-vr iur /  I  va vvJ t  LILILLwA.L J

Dosition:ft't: lJfJ

nued opera.tions

of couuirodit ies

; \ l l  ^  
r f r*^* 

-  ' . , ;  - l -  
. l .

l ! l ld r l  drr f )  r i ru i r

'v ' r l  
Tr l l ' . '  ' l l r . .n eJ,rru r \ r lcr .  r r  c.rr .6.

cl:lions i'or f' l

: l l -?f l . r  hr ' ' l  r rnqi  r , r

ut,ir Vi-elna;n e.rrd

for the

in Civic

and

operating

J_| j I1 UD VI

to the

provided

($ )  l .L i r r : .  Tr i l i ,  .  r : ;  I r r r r r  i . ' l  j - i_. i i  i ,  <:onl ; : i -sf  ccl

vthich joined fhe r..ri-ni..; orr J.,riuar'.,,, 31 . ' .f l ic:;c

6O6th i i i :: 0orrurrando .: icluir.dl 'on ab i l l l l<hori i ' iralio

rnission.r,ras to tc.rch .blrc ' lh:Li rlLniry ancl i l i .r

for rrta:cinurn cl ' l 'cci,: ivcncsl;, l .r icl i,c l;u1--nep{, o

two remiri-ned 't,o i ' inish a f-l.ood rcl-ie.:f iLriss

wing, t\e nelv fligli1, l'rarl rro ci:i.r'ccN rrris;sic-rrr
T.\

t .z ' - ' r i  r t  t .hoi  n nrrrq.rnl i . r l  J . /

Lt i ;ol  i iess, \Jr . .ur  ,

( i r )

o1' I' le-L-l- ull-1U helicopters,

i r l l  i  r .nrr l ' , , . \ ra n:rr ' i r )  I ' rotn thc

r, Tir;,-,.:l land. 'I 'he UI{-1F

orce lo coordir iate eI ' forts

irr.-lr Ulji ' i; ' acbj-vil.ies such

as civ ic ac 'b iot-rs i l , r r ( l  U. : r l  .  I , :over 'ntuenl ,  c l ) / rencj s.  15 LJl- l - i l ls  wcl .e assi i , ined

to bhe 20th, bu1, orrJ-y i) c: 'stre l. 'r"<;lr ' I 'hi: i l-ar i;r,rneclial,el;r. TLre other

n. Upon assiE;nnient to the

'LOa,ss:i-grxnelrL bu1, continued

r iA l { ' r
. /  /  .  uwL t

I - lo ' l  i  n. ,nf  . 'xc l l
r rvrr-v\ / l . ,uvr J

I . iove of UH-IF



($) i 'rrjLvaI or bhe Ull-1ii 's in 1,hc: sclurl

othcr f l - i t :hts durinl  th: is pcr iod. i r1" Tr"n 3or

Char ' l iest (Ct l :3C) f l ,cr .r  a l ,<, i ; :L-1. oI)  6Lt: i1.0 co

pi l ing 1, l+28 sor l , ies,  can'y in$' /83r395 pound

n.c(: . ih. t6r-q f . 'nr . r 'c1.  nr , r r ' ,nr" l - , i r ' , r t  n l '  t ,ot , . " l  f l r r
}Jo.or)elJ.Lier 

r .  !v.r  / , \ /u

munitions suDDorL I'cr forrvard air conbrol.l-e

nrrr iod ?13- l ,?f i  nounds oj ' l ,uni t ions in 21 4 svGra4vu Jt / r )1 'Jv I

l, i lLre of 160:55 hours on l,h:Ls; <-.,1'tc trrj-ssior,.60

(U) Corrsl , ruct ion o1'  s j .Lcs i -n oub-oi ' - t

job given to '8 i65 Clra.r l iesr i i l  T l : - t i  f . iorr  l ' ihui , .

buil-t in J.rnuory; oIIe, I ' ion 'h'c I:;.1-l:rrd, ' , 'rr ls I

s i rore a.b i , iha ' I ' ra l ig,  b l tc of l rcr ,  CrLn l . lon Is i r

of f -shore f rotr i  bhe l ;ou.Li t r : i 'sbcrr t  cc-rrrst ,  o1'  V-Lc

equipnicnl, anci su;;plj-es i ' tcrr: lt i .ru.l.cc-l to i; ire 1,

buj- lding.61

( 0 ) rl're

the evening of

help extract a liiirrry t,1-liii"i,r tcurr 'uha'b had be

in thc Saigorr Delta i ie,qiorr. ' I 'r^t, l l t j-rcr';1,1't,

briefing consisl, ing nLosl-l-; 'r o1' the l,eixtrs Io

vr6rr ,e cnvnrcd | rw 1-,wo l , ; ;v- '  . " . r r r r I i : , ' i  y)s .  i rs Lhg

sti lrted piclc-up, thc ltoisl f i i :Lled arid tlte I

to use a l i,rc0uire ir: i-gr 1,c, c;; lract bire i, l tree

- l
on and bb tol+ed -bl'rou11lt llre air uni:il r" sui

Iocated a.nd the;' coul-d bc put on l,lte l:lround

aircral't lvenb in anri el'I 'ccl"ed the e:llrrc'b o

dravring sl-ight l4rouncl ti"e.62

6cl. iipt,, 2QllS, llis L .'ipN 1 J,4r-l I t:;,1pi!:
61 . Ib:ih. AW
6? Tbid"

) l

n clid not er'fect the

l .h"+ crrrr l  r i l rnn I  l : ] i  g
l r  i  lU U ,  DqU.a ua vr I  u+lJ

+ f ' - t  - - - :  '^ , -  l ,^ . ,*^L l-Lyr-nlj l lou-rs, com-

of' car,1;o itrrd 2r2O2

r  a l  i 'nv, l  r , r : 'e f l r r i* *, *nB

. Squaclrorr ltclicopters

rties f<",r a tol,a1 flyiry;

1'I31r

'l\io

t ,Led

pl-aces lvas another

such si tes were

t l rret :  rr : i les oi ' f -

, r.ver s Ioca.ted {J rr,j-les

rr j r l .  1021000 pounds of

. : - r  - r^ .1. , - . ; '^ , -  the
-LJ-L( l l iL i i r  Uua f  l l l :

J' l  ' i  r , l  r l .  l r : 'd . :nr ' r . '  orrr . - i  * . - i  n: . '  t rr r - rar ' , rts duri.nri the neriod. On

Ji..nui,ry t, t,he U.ir. i ',ra'rlr cull d upon rBi6 UhiLrlj-es I to

discovcreci by fils enen{y

scrrt irf ber a rn-irri-rnurn

ition. The tvro aircraft

::st l l ircraft r^rcrit i t i  olrd

1. CiurJ-iel crevr wars forced

ab.l-e

I'or

the

Thc rrlcn hrd to han6-;

* . :  ̂ ' .  . . .^  ' .^ . i , -+ ^ould belJrur\-uP I /wJrru v

n- i  c l r - r rn.  ' l - ' ) re second

i . l - . , , - ,  r -1, , . ' l  Tr^. , r . ,  
^r , l  

r rt \<tV.y JUd,I  ts<ul l ,  vIr f , -J

(s)



R'Vlrl and returnecl bo Tan Son lthu'b only for

highly classifiei, t rlt it can lre saici the mi

U,9. /trmy. i  total of 91 sort ies and 51:L+5

tinother rrrission, also highl..; classifieci, was

frorn Da liang AI3, llVitl. /lt the encl o1' the re

nstion was availablc abou'L tli is exp-LoiL. 0

badly danraged on onc ol' tirese missions l;hlt

country and was sent baclc to i,he Unj.ieci fjta

(U) Throullhout thc period 'the l' l ighl,

of lTrojir,n liorser, sone;1,irrres one of l,hc new

for this mj-ssion as the ' I3ig 0harl iesr Irere

were supplemented with tr.,o UH-11,'s in Januir

serrren in l"uL-rch. Tho f-light irad 1J pilol,s,

problenrs. 64

r l t(P) Opcra.tions a.t Urlorn cor'Lin..rcd wi

rvorkin6J r.rith the CltS rrlssion and fiie United

(USOi,r) duriryl; this reporting periocl.

fS(t  Tn qrrnnnn' l - .  n i ' I lgf i i  l -h^ cnrr . . r { r"nn\V /  r r l  Dul .JIJUr u ul-  UvLrI . ,  Uiru uqLr: . : ,u i  Lr . r I

cargo to insLall srrall vcrlr high frequency

isolated vi-llages j.n Northcast Tirc.llend.

Uy;rillq.*e chiefs 'r,o advj.se Tha-j. nolice ot'

^ ^-F 
. :  , . . i  + 

--0uu!v Ju-\ ,  o

)a

:erat:.ons to l(onLurr AB,

ntenance. The rnissi"on vras

ion vras in support of the

urs were florrtn here.

flovrn by tire rBig Charliesr

rting period, no ir:for-

CH-3C alrcraft was so

L was unrepairable j-n-

Linued to fly irr support

scheduledH-1I' a.ircraft rvas

navci lable.

, three in l'ebruary and

. . . .+. i  ^- t  - , . . r - - . , l  -^  *alitl-cl-paceo no manru-n{i

h rr , ' r r ,  r r l3rr . rnd rrCrr  F1ightS

L;i,a.tes Ove;'seas ].'r:ission

air'l-ifted passengers ancl

Vi{F) raclios in several-

redios r.iere 1,o be used

ni-st attacks and

%
IA\(p) 1l lnld-1.-cbruary, tire i ' l ighi r;roved

(0) The 1'light had 'bhree cl'l-3cs duri this reporti-nll period and

lv'tinutes, Staff i,ieeting l.inutes, 2Oii'eb . (u
Intervier,r, 201t5, i{:Lst vdth Lt,Col- J. idcrn, JI"'ay6'/, (U)
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( i l  )  ,  i : i .  i . , l  r  i ; l ' r ,  '  i  r  r ;  i .  r i '  r

I
ch;rnnc- l -s ; .J. . . ] -  " r t ,  i ' , j i l i r ' i " ' : ' l : t , ,

scl i : i r r . l lor l  i i ; ' l l  1, ,<; l  .  i t . ' ,  t  ' - .  i ' i

l,r-

of i . .

.  , . . i .r : ,1- ,w J
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33

i  i . i j : i . i  a. , i l

( t l )  J. ; r ' , ' - 's11, '  t , :1r" ,  - l . l '1 . ; i ,  ;  r : '  r r . l - ' l

cr ' i ; . .1 ' -1,"  l i r . r I ' : . t r r l  l , i t : i . r , '  I ' r , r i  r , r ' i , - i  r i l  .  l ) f . :  r ' - l . l ( l  .

cu; .1p1.; , '  l - i t t t ;s  r , ,c.r ' ' , ' t ) t l  l r , : '  ( : .  :  i ' t :  i ' l l r r ' . i . ' r ' ; r : ' , ' , .

cotrrui ind dul ' : i - l ; i  i , i r , , ;  i ' ( i l ) ( - ) .1 1;- i . ; l : "  ; ; i - r ; ' - i  l : ' r . l  .

cor i ) i ;nrrr ld oi l  ' i ; l tc  1,rr t ' , :  i . l ; ; l  r ;c:ui : r - i i 'o l i  r r i r : i  . l -c

l - r i , .c i t  bo [hc:  Ut i i -  i , , :c l  i , i r  l - . , ,1;  "

{ . .1: . ' i t ,

' ) ,  (  l / .  r ;
. r  )  / ' \  

- '

/ ,  / \a\ .1
l . r : - ( ) l

: t r ;  , i : i - i ,

i ;  r ' i ;L

i  r . i - l ;L l ' l

( . i t ' t - i t I

)  . : tL

j.., r_,

- ,  ; . ' t ; ] r  j  : , . . ,  - , . , - i l . i t i i ' . t ' i ; i

' ' , ;  [ ; i . i : '1: .1- ' , '  i r i  " i '

i .  .  l , l . i  l -  r :1,  r i , , "

l.s t,. aLi.ori,.irnd sut)pf)'

ito oIU:() l:' cv j.tl cnt , '.|'l.tt:



($) Throughc;ut, thc l:cticrbinir pcriod,

back-up Jolty Green Git'.n[st (rescuc) operat

-in a rescue orr Irebruary 2O iri v;ltich an Ii '-lO

in North Vietnarn.

($) A rather unusui)l rliss:ton occur

aircraft from Udorn penctra.tcd deep itrto

friendly intelligertce 'Lcar, tlrat haci b'".,cn

years. I'Ieatlrr:r vla{i a grcat hindcrimcc. i

pointr, the intc1J-i6:encc l,carirt wits nct'rhcre to

see"rched the arca clcspib..r Lor; ct:ll i.nijs atrcl

unbil one of the aircrul't r,ras hil" vrj. 'bh 50

Despite a ver:/ badly datna.ged hei.icoptcr Lirc

staging base. The tea-rn lvas rrot ::escucd.

($) Cornbineci sclu;1dron acccurpU-slunent

t. ..

' . : : . i

' ' .1 '  
.1"

. i ; : . :  . :

i"lours Flolvn

Sortics I"lot'm

Passengcls

0;:rgo

' :  : . . ' . ' l ' .. .  , .

:  . , : . .1

. . , :  i  . '

n

^{.

pilot

)Lt

fl-ights continued to

Udorn. Tirey assisted

w.r.s piclced up deep

on lrebruary 23 vthen two

Vietnam to evacuate a

in bhe llorth for four

thcy ::cached the pick-up

bc found. Thc two aircraft

ubotrra.tir: wcapons fire,

a.utorrii lLic fire.

nu.rsed i-t back to a

a,t Udorn

132'l  zO5

1 t l+51

h'o73

21Brzti}

ru""" r 68



(F) ii jr. Fo:rcc inl,olest a.t OiricL' oi' I-
I

ihe proErun, .thi.s is b}:e clrrl;;,' x.1"1,r"ci ri:ir 1;'or

llisl,ory. lievele,l birrr:s cir-,rirrg l,ho cEr.-lJ, st

ties rn-ere stopped b,ucti.uso of r,o_l-es iirjci rii iss

l{oviever, duriql l,hese periods, un;.r.:rleci U1l-1

ouLstariciing rniss:i.ons " iJur.j.nfi orrc sucir rli-i;s

Ba.ldwin, rlUrr li'lfidht cc;;;r,ri;-ncier r^rls xill-ecl in

first I'a.taJ-itv.70

(U) Squadron iJl,jD luld no ar_rbhoriza.ti

the period.71 i ,c,si ;  of  thc Dcrsomcl . th; .Lt

nev'i ir-1-ight rver.e on c, tellr;rJr,).r\r dut;7 assiEn:

i i f ter the rel .oci :1, ion rras setLled, pi-k:b st

sclua.dron a,cquired six pi_1-ot,€; i'l'()r/l .ilrc 
3{:il,h

71 . i ipt, l l tCi;Ge 2OIlt, tt i . jD Jrr.n {r l";r, c_ryi fff l
72.  l ts i " ; ,  lLt tCiu ' t r  ,  Lt ,  ' /  , ' t ' ,  t r r r i r - -1p l , r . l ,  l " i j -ssionr

:i'f level- lril.s eround over

e heli.copter operation in

ori  aereer;cnl ,s coru' l icts.

peri'ortiiec.i li. rrunber of

rr, 1itl,j,:r' iuobr,;r'b L.

;lcbJ-on, an<; bece,rne the flight ts

i 'or UI-l-lF per.sornel during

I 'rom 'Ihaili ind with the

t (r 'W) ror' 1?9 da;rs.

13'bh v,,i.ls up to 36. The

r itr:scue l:,op;rdron.

. (r2 l;rin:j.-gun :rnrl one of

( .4

n aircra*'t utilization,

Oross, )1t ; t ; , r iJ ,  Doc 23.
14,,UfJ l - .C. (U)
1, t . r61,  ;4:- .4.  (S)

(U) A: l t ,er the los;s oI '  i ie jor B;: l . r jwj .n ' ,.rircro.f L, fl.ight strength

rree har'vc tire necessaryvras reduced 'bo 1i+ Ui{-1I, 's. 0i ' 1,it.: 14.j onl.rv

tnoclifica'bions 'Lo arier:ur, t,cl.r' ti l.rrcilc t,hLl i,l '.riS I rrr i ls i t rn.  i 'he 11 ururLodi-

f icd a.j-rcri ' . l"t, irad ,1j.r.t i lc'r.c:cl :;c' ts; j.rrs;i,rr. l l_<:d.

arriv'ed, but cor.i l .d riol, ]_rc j.nsl,r.t._LccL bt:c;iuse

ljcl"f-sei-.Lj_rr11 bi.irrks had

i ' la clt o1' pi'r bs . Irour

original air.crui'1, r"rrre ir:oclifjeci .br: usr..: Lhc

these was equiDped 'rrii,h 2.'/ 5 r'ocx.ei, _l-i uncire

(U) k;11is.bic,l1 su;-r;.r,:r.1, r,,i i is rrJ-6c; in;.cl ua' t ,c dul i rrg Llrc period.

o1' l-aclr oi' ;:arLs. Cer.L:rin/ ipprorred rrodii ' ic;t joiis,, iere ricrl, lrn.cje becaus

vital par"bs 'bo kcep thc ,:.ir.cra.I'.i; I_lyim6 r,{e- t obtained from helicopter

units on a, lend e"nd trircie basis. ,i.iri_s; prob

rnission contributed grc.r.L1y to ine.f'I ' iciency

and a very lorv l'Iyjp* 'Lj_;r.c I' i;-i;c J-n l,,ebruary

i collbined r.ii th havlng no

rd .tr,rrch. 73

70. r;.1r ltn 6lr2t 2tJItS, i,.ecgilncitdi'ol

??. l , t r^  Tl i ; r : i .  l ' r - .  1 l , i : : ' !  i  - l i i '  i . ; . r . t - i i ' . ic : . i - , io "  .  2. f :1 'r7 '7 ' ' ' ,  "  Dor ' .  25. ( i l )



/ , , \(U) Cornplctc re1oc.:, l i t) l c.l. '  l ,htt . i ' l i . i th

ef i 'ect iveness. Thi . : ;  t r i lcessi-L;r l ; i l ( l  i '  c i r ; i r - r , i 'e

establish,ri ienL- of.. an el1'i.ci.cnf olrcrl;.t ic'n corrt

/ , ,  \(U) l.roralc ol. i-' i:,.r rtt; ', 'r j. '1-:i ;,;iti, ,,1,.s i ' i j-fi l

of setbl-elrrell 'b. l, i irr l: pcr-soiirrcl itc.rpo i. i:, '  i i 'clr

Lion to arnied helicopbet's ;jlro i;heir itrrpor'fr

36

c1:Ld ri iucirLo decrca.se its

ndssion r ' rh ic i r  delayed bhe

-  . r . - . . , . .  . .+ , . t  ' ;  '1 ; . t - . .
' ,  f  I  Ul l r  O U(t .L- /JI l  V,Y .

/ i^ . -" ' i { ' r '  ' l - " - r '  r " ,  nrr  6p6l .1 l  6:6qUUUL.-LUq; Ul : ( ,  l j i ( j l l . ' /  l / I  vuIUrrD

r,ril l i l ive gre;rter atten-

'/ lt
e. '



Hlstor; 'of  2Oth
1 April 196?

'  i . i , , r  ' , . , . .  r . . , , '

i .

Pp665.76a1 l r r 'r f  uPar ru sJ .

]st Lt Jei:nes R" Bro

.clnrr.rr'lrnn T.I.l ci-.nri gI}
vr. i  L(c lwr vf  r  r l lp vvr r

Approrred:

JOI.ni t,i. .MrrD i'tr
Lt CoI, UStl'F

I.lelicopter
- 30 Jg::e

uadron
QA"/

?ot lo ^{
5't-o- e



From l. rlpril -1967'btu'ouil:30 iu:te I9i.:: '/ Llie 2O'ch I{el.icoptcr Squaclron con-

'binued to perform its rnis:;j.on i.d Lli l,iro ircaciclrr-ar''berrs situ-a.ted at iiha Trang

AB, Vj-e'l,nun, the Uli-fil' ireJ-icoptci's oilcr:ir.'i;ing fron 'l,]re sarne base, and tho

CHIC irelicopters pelforr;ing :nissj.ons fron operating loc"ations at ?an

Son Nhui; /l3, Vie'bneun cmrl, Udorn R!.AfrB, ?ha:i-land.

fhe pri-nary oi:-,era'b'ion during this pericd for Lhc C1{-3C helicopters at

the Tan son Nhub AB locet:l-orl r,,ras 'bhe dcli'rery of fil-rn for the 64.?0th

Rocon Sqdn; the secon,,iary operatj-ori t'ras VfP supporb for I'laCr/ and 7th

Air Force personnel. Suppor"L vrri; f.1.s;,: glesn to Opera.'Lion trTroja-n Horse.tf

(f) A totaL of 3'11:20 co*bat iro,r-q uele flor;n on 999 sorticsl Z93 rZI2

of cargo and ?,3/n5 pr.sself,crcr ticr(:) r.:Lrl iftecl dur:i_ng this period.;pounds

these f igru'es c.rn 'bc bi'olic:.r cioi,,:l fur.Lher, as foilor.ls:

Colrrbat hours flcr.,n in pi:ir..;,l;- sutpc'r''b of : :lir Forccz ?-8523C.

Aruy: lr9:2J. 0Lhc:i:  :  37:25.

Sortios florrn i:r su1:por''b c'f I ALr. Forq:e : 7$5. lvnry: I2Z.

Other:10B.

Por:nd.s of cargo airl-iftccl foi.: rli:' tr'orco z J.B3.0S'1. Anry: 55J5A.

Other : 5/+1775.

Passengers airliftecl for: air rorce: L35c). Arrny: 2B?. oiher z 699

Tl;.e 6t"7r:th Recon scldn couricr reqrd.rcd,2a/:. sorties, 95:/*5 ccmbat f11dng

hours, and l1r OJ-l pounds of fi-Lrn were airlif'bed .
I

Tlre f'lbojan llorserr r,'as flor.rn 2/:'binres; 7rO4.A por:nds of cargo were ajrlifted.

a-nd 1,/+350 coinba'b hours r,iere fl.or,m"

(U) In ord.er to fulf:i 1'l or:'or.n1:'ional lgqsirements cluring this peri.od. j.t r.ras



necessary to utilize the Squadronrs

at various :bi:ne_s for sirort pcriocls.

Mra lbang,

1?re flight was authorized 12 pilots and 27

ing this perioclo Thc fligh'i; ac'buall.y util

tenance men. Cap'bain llilliarn L. Jeh:rson

on 20 Jge and Cspta-in Gerald E. Klenrn arr

!d-m. The overage of one pilo1; has enabled

devote fu-LL tj-ure ro the requirencn'bs as fL

age has glven the schecluling officer cons

ing for officers on TDY ancl M:R. i{arring a

exbra of nainten.lnse men has enablecl Ci,iSgt

split his men jnto tr.ro ,shifts; morn:ing and

crell is rosponsibie for the launch of the

tenanco and the af'ternoon crer,r is respo:isi

aircraft and also nornal neintenanco

$) A'problern wi'vh suppl)' iras been the I'

occassions when a part lras recitlested,

then re-orcier the pc.r'l, r"ncl issue a seconcl

TbJ-s results in a duplicati-on of work on

d) f,\rtr:re nlans still cal]- for our
t

plans are contingcnt on i;he :no*ificai;ion

UI'I-ITI

Thc

T\vo UH-lFts were used

lFrs heive retumed. to

najntenance personnel dur-

zed 13 piLots ancl 28 nain-

ted back to the states

ved on 21 June to replace

l.hJor Ci.ifton E. Ward, "bo

t commander. This over-

b1e lat:itucls in cover-

flrll compLi-nen'b plus one

lrtrood, the line chi.ef, to .

afternoon. 't'he monling crcu

and norroal msin-

for the recoverJr of the

issuerr. Ql sevoral

would issue the part and

in the next felr days.

part of supply.

of SOG operations. These

the aircraft.



t ) \

\il A rnajor proble:n durj-ng th-i-s pcr:Loct ruras assigncd a.ircra"ft parlcing
a.!

area. It wo-s directcd b:v Ttir iIF 'i;hai, the aj-rcraft uould be removed

fron thc parking rree:Ln fron'b o.f Bu.se OperaLions. After several moves

to u:sabisfactorl' parldng ilrca:j, r'rhich crecLted safcty hazarcLs, the air-

craft r+ere again parlr.:d in fron-L of Ease he'raLions aliariting the con-

struction of a nr.rl, 'plrrli inll r'rr' lp. Thc ncrr arca is l-oca'bcd at the tr^lest

encl of the revetncnts be'b'.recn l;he rurl+uy an,-i the parraIlel taxir,ray

The constr-r-rc't,icn of 'bh:i.s rorlp lr:Lc gOij cornpie'be on-Lh;is ending guarter.

A coniinuing problcm is 1hc ireccl for rnod.ifj"ca-Lj-on of assigned aircraft.

Tir- i  s f ' l  ' i  r rh 'b eorr ' l  , i  o^n^rn-. ' l id lr  . 'd1161. vrrr io ' f ,v oi .  rLisSiOns i f  the airCfaftru!Lr I  r r t j l i  U VV\4U sUVL)f , l r \ ,JJ_olr  la lJI l i \ i r  V(.U !V UJ V!

t"ere equJ.ppcd r.riti ithc T-5"q-Gi}-J engj-nes, arllor plal,ing encL Fl'i radios.

Actj-on is s'cj.Il pcnding on reqrlcijt for 'cirese rnocii-fj.cations;.

/ r r \(U) fton 25 June to 29 June :hc'r f i-i3iit fl-e'..r several- sorties delj-vering

bu-ilding supplies, constru.c'i;ion r+orkcrs and cclr;-lpment 'to the crash

si'be of C-1.2L. 'flrer crr,.rh c1c:;tro;,'ed 'bvro Vletn,rncse houses. .t1n Air

Force Crvic ac'l,ion 'bc;un trrs Cisl-.a-l,circd 'l,o rebrriid- these lr.ouses. fhe

s.re& 1.ras j:raccess:, bJ-c b;r li lo'ior ve].i ' i s'l s r.ii ' l, l:L Lhe neares'i; road being

approxi.nately tr,ro niles avi'L;'" The fllghbs assistanee 1,o the team great-

1y shorbcned. the ti:ne reclui::eci for ::cbuiliiing.

(U) Ot 18 Jrne, Col Rousckrcr presen'Led Dist:Lnguished Flying Crosses

to }{aj Cl-ifton II. ii3,::ci, Ll; Jc::es V, Sheridan, Jr'., Lt 1,Il1liam i(. Rader,
!

SSgt Edrvord D. Erichson a:rcL AlC lorry E. l'Iithror^r.



/  * r \(U) i'fajor Jelm Elftnaxrl tooli cor:lir,anc. of tire Uli--l-F Flighi at the

dealJ: of ltajor Rober"t ll i i lrlr.rin on Jl. l i irch 1967. l ' lzjor Elft:rrann

held this posi'bior: urltj-:L 2l- Jrne i-!67 r'rircn he r+as rel-ievcd. b)'l'lajor

E.E l,lagee. li:rjor Elftliailr ij;ir.s scheciu-l"ccl 'bo roturr: to the CONUS havjng

coml-.leted his one ]"eer: PCJ l,our'' i,o SilA, lfnjor i ' i:.gee had been the

II1-I-F Scction Corn''l:Lt:c",':t- i-:r ,-t-ira-i1:.::r1 ri'urrii:r1 iri.l; -l-79 cl-::.;.;; 'j'Nv.

r  , l t ,
\f) At iire cnci of th:Ls quartc:.', l,i:.e Uii-:]Ir fl igili:;ti l--' l-,,1i-c1 nc1: have

an official nis:r:i-or-',.. iiic-;:i.'c 1,r()-rrc i:ro nDcr,:r-b:Lonti oi'dcirs or iai-ssion dii.-

ec-i:ives i-n c>.jg'Li.r:,.,':c. th'L:'Ll l;iir:lr. 'i-Lilc i.r.ii .,. nic:li.1r. u'ili..t tiol;ornincci,

The LiIi-lIt j:'J-i-6ii'b receiveci vorba:I. app::ovi.rl of DASC lllpha and TACC to

solicj-t suitable trd-ssicns frorn l-ocal agencies. thc. 1'o11or.ring 1oca1

mi-ssions wet'e obtainr;d. in -birj-s rmlrrcri II Cosistcrl Zone (USU); RECOIfDO,

l'bir Special Jlorces Group (US,1.); IIha 'frcng Sec'bor (USA); a:rri DaLl;.

Adrn:inistrc.tive I'lights to C:ur Rruilr Ba;'" O'bhcr piecemcal- missj.ons

that t,lere flor..ar. l.rcrc: A l"rag juii-ss;:Lon for Tvro armed L'li-:Llrts from

){ACSOG for the periocl 2l Juno to 30 June 1967; A tr"rr.r,ggecl t"tission for

leafl-et drops in sripporl, o:f' 'ihc !-th AC,S; A verba] ol:c.lclr (no fraig) .bo

send tr,;o arrned UII-lFrs-bo Ili l lr thrq'1o o.ssist in biLsc de:Cense fron

9 I4a;' 'bo 30 i,hy JgrJ?"

t  1, ,(p) Normal opcra.ti.onc of tjrc Uii-lF FJ.i1;h'c cons:'-s1,cd of

patrols clcill ', vitl i t '..ro lJll-rI'rr;, :Coi 1fic II Coa.s'to.1 Zone
l

adrid.nistrat'ivc fli-ghts to Cr"n Ranh J3;1y, cnd training of

pilots' Iltjor iJlton i' iaGec -i;coll over c.s' fDght conmancler

coastal Recon

/  t r r r r r  \
\u,)N/, crat_ly

the ner,r PCS
j  /H

On ZL tJ1lIrO O'/ r



(g|) Special-.operations consj-s'cerL of leaflc1 drops for ti:'e 9th ACS'

nrr,red operations for 1'{/iCSOG. ba'se clefene;e for Einh Thuy Air Base,

and two lll{-l.Ft s vh:lch l,Ien'u to Tliailanci to support the '{6th Special

Forces. 1trhile .l,here, these tr.ro o.j-r'cri-.f'o alo l.lorlced r.dth the thai

nej:eens Cobrrr.srri:r prcprration fo:: t|eir go:;.r:g l,o Vie'bnau,r ln the fall.

(d) T\,,o TTFT:'lFrs h.acl bcen trLos'lrr b7 Lhc encl of this quarber; one to
\y/  4 lvv vrr  J-*  - !

enenv grorrncl fire, anci. ono cltre to an accj-dent clrlr.ing tri.in:Lng. There

rfas no 1,lorcl of replaccnonts.forbhese aircra-fi. lhis gave a total of

L3 ai-reraft in 'bhe fligill.

($) /Ll-1 aircr:r.ft uere to be ncclifieC r.r-ith Fi'i radios, se-l-f sealing

tanl;s; anil armorecl sca-bs. Atthe elli of thc quarter, on1lr the seats

had beon incta.l-lec1 jn c,11. the,rj-rcra.f1:, anci eight hacl tr!' l radios. O:]'y

the three €.rrrl€d- aj-rcraft iracl selL' sealing fuel tanks. These irtad.ecluacies

wel:e caused. by a l.acl,: of pa.ris a.nc', na-beria.l, ltrithout these moclifica-

'bions, the aj-rcraf-b clnr rrot bc us(rL1 flafel;i anC effectj-vely fut many

conrba.t.areas 'r+lierc: i 'b rs L'adJ-y- lfct':clcii.

(U) Plans to havc tirc fi.igii-t operations facili ' i; ies noverl to a ner'r

locr:.tion on the flighi; line ircrc beert rneide.

($) ftre possibili-l;;r of r,rovlng 'bh.e opera'bions frorp lfha Trang to P]-eiinr

are beil,g considered. If tire ruil;si on for iuiACSOG were to become pernan-

ent, th:-is tuoye wotrld be highJ.y dcr;irable, i:[ not abso]-utely necessary.



, t .

{fl the mosi pressing probJ.ein of the LTI-IF F1i61ht vas the lack of

a defj-::ite lfrss:i-on. This causecl niucli C:l-fficuJ-ty in planning future

operati-ons as no one lc:cw t;ir.rr.'t ' 'bo e:n:ec-b. The morale of the pilots

suffer"ed accorc,i.:i-ngly bccr-rusc of trot,-tviltg at1;r 1"o1- goal or purpose.

This problen ha.s rcpeatcd.J-.; becn l:r"ou5;h-b 'bo 'l;he atten'Lj-on of Colonel

Rauscher, Conna.lrde:: of lhc lzr1,h .LCI/ a,nci Tth JiI' Iiceclcluarters.

A problen of cven rnore pressing impo:.'tance '., 'as aircraf'b nurirtelroircer

Tire level of na.intcni,.'rcc rias sc lou as to hirve an advcrse effect on

piloi morale. Onc ajrcraft rras rrl.os'Lrr on a. trainj-ng nrission with

all personnel. rece;iving injr:rj.es" Il 'obable caus;e of acciclent: Power

loss. Ssverei.l aircraft r+ere safcly Ia:rclcd j:r the field after erper-

iencing nechanj.cal difficulties. This problem r.ras one of improper

personnel replacenen'b. Or1;;. cj-gir1; of fifty-eight maintetre.nce persorurel

had ony helicop'ber e>11:erience before being sc:nt to th': 2Oth iielicopter

Squadron. 'Ihe rnajority are crocs tra.j:rees r.d'bh no e;perience. The

sp'ly' solution to tids problelt is to 'Lraj:r all pcrsorurel as qui=ck1y as

possible and insule 'bir;L-t properllr trr:incd personnel are assigneci j:r

the future.

The last najor probiera r,ias un-i;rainecl pilots. Because of the varied.

e4perj.enee levels of the pilots assigncd., much tjrac vas spent in up-

grad training. This 'braj-nilg shorrJ-d. be accomplishe,d i-:r the COltrUS so

tha-b ruuci,mrn uti liza.1;j-on coufci. be rn.:..-lc of cach piloi r.ilren he arrived
I

f j l  uJJJl .



Footno:L-e.s

20th }ielicopter Sc1. Order itlo. 1"!, 2I J

h..

F

6.

t
4t

2.

8.

'7 .

10.

1'l .

Ltr., Colunandcr', l.|th i\CI,/ bo Deputy
?th Air Force, l f  i 'ny 1967. (Conf .)

Ibid.

?th ]\F Tiicc/TlicPs 0.9$b3, June 67. (5"

Frag No. 6-600-3.

L'br., Coir,rnander, l4th liCli to IJepub;r
HQ. 7th Air ii 'orce, lJ i.iay 1967, (Conf )

7th AF 1'ACC/D00 ItJl+36 r:tar' 67. (sec

See the Directcr of I'iaintenancc, 14th
nrrar*an
YuLqf,  v v4 .

7Lh LF1IDML 32550 i,lar 6?. (secret)

Intervier.r by J;rnies iI. Dairiels "Tr., 
rrErr

Llajor Thomas Bass, 'rtr)rr l?liGht, Operati

'12. Ltr., Conulander, 20th Iielicop'L'er Siq.

l-3. Ltr., Commander, 14th AC'|'J'to Depui;y

?th AF, lJ I' lay 1967,

14. Intervier.: blr lrErr' .b'ligirb
trElt Flight lfuirrtenrnce 0fficer, 3O.

l-listorian rdth

,L967 "

nder for Operatioln, HQ.

nder for Operations.,

)

)t',i, l{istory for thisr

Lght l{istorian, with
Officer, 26 June 67.

DCO, 14th I+Cl,t' 2\ June 67.

nder for 0perations, HQ.

ptain Thomas; Iarnbert,
]-967 "
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(U) i'Iorale -was. very high

received. their assignnents

J,, - . i - . .  . l -1. . i . .  ,qu !15 urrrr  '

arrd sone -l,hei-r

as most of the

t cal- ls.



LIST 0Ir AiIARDS /U'trD DEC
r0R

ilEil I'LIGIIT

Anidon, John.U.
ALLene Robert D.
Baldld:r, Robert L.
Castro, George A.
Vasquoz, Louls
Darel I'banl'Jix I'I.
Elfturannr John i'J.
Feigert, David J.
Gravesr Ralph C.
Gunnin, Willian il.
Harrisl Donald R.
Hubbard, l'Iarren S.
Madigan, Richard iI.
Packer, Eobert 1'1.
Shueye Fe.lph A.
Stiles, Balph W.
Snith, Richard, P.

Studley, tr'larren R.
Viva:ro, Joseph L.
Fosterl Royal 8., Jr.

!u v(J_L

Capt
i"iaj
s_Lv

Capt
1 ^{- l . l .
JJU !V

M., i,+J

JD t  !U

SSgt
4DV !V

lst Lt
1-r T+
J5 U ! t /

n^.^+v4fJ u

Ist Lt

-1.P 
V

lst It
r,taJ

ILIU
1-J.  T+
Ji i  u !9
n^-+v4P U

.fuYi

]LI'I

AJ'I
Al,i
DD

l.uvl {\O
t ' t , t  (a

ru'r \!

.4'r\1' (6
Ar,4 (B
luvl \b
All (6,
Iti"l \lJ

JUU \11

irr"l ll-
.uvi \b
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2-Oth lieiicoptgl .Fqr racl* :Il_l!$-

/  A\($l Squadlon operal,i.onl; con''oj-nueci :Ln tuo coun.bries a.ncl three

l-oca.'bions. The ini;-;r'riLon r'orrrai"ncc t'rrni c:rccpt for ttflrt ]i]j-g]rt a'b Nha

Trarrg, iririch reccnl;lr'alr':Lvccl a'L liha Trang. A firm mj.ssion j-s under

dcveJ-opirren'b. Fc.:'tJ-ci.irei,jn5 :i.n a var:-i.cty of miss:i-ono iLnd sr:rr,.j-ces: bhe

scirraci.ron flcr.; 3,3t1,_'r:5O liours, acr:orint;cc1 f'or ,l+rlrfO sor''I,:Les, gr3ZO

^ ^--- t  1. . /  ^1 
/ \  .  - r - - - - - :  - -  - r - r -  - :  

(q
IJasserrgcrs ano t1)!raL1O t:or; i rds; c i . '  crr l : ;o cur! .n1 'Lh: ' l .s lepor ' , : ing period.2z

r . lx(fi) 0i;era'i;:Lons dj-i ' i 'c:r'eci as rr:Ldc-L)' as 1-'J.j-ght locations. At

Tan Son lihu'i;-. rrtlrr ii l-ir, 'hi;rr, CI{-ICs coriiinucci'bo f'crr;' passengers a.ncl

cargo in Sor-ith V-ic'5rtu;r x.111i lllr:vide aj-rU^ft fr.rr I"IACV ancl Seven-bh Ajr

Forcc Perconirel- .

I  l \( f l )  r ib Uciorn, rrBrr,  rrCrr,  al id r ' ,D" . i r l igh'bs el 'J. 'or.bs trere ci i rectecJ.

tol^ra:: ci coun'ber-i-n:j itrrt;e nc)"

alr rl no] -i r:o nnr-:: ' 'nnrtl Lo

/ '^r ' - - - ' i  L :  "" ' -^-- i t re ' ' l t ' r - iovrdl ' r ' i i 'nrno.,  r ' i I i *n ' . - '( .1\ . ,U-r-VJ-Ur( iJ1 r l luV*^^(.)  J-v-Ut j iJ l  JILl- I . j -UctI ' /

, - . . , r . - l  - - - i  - - .  
-1 . .^ , , . ! . :  ^y)r  .1. ,1 nnr- i  l - i  

^hi  nr '  rnr l  fo_r i \ r .  u. . r . ' i /Jrr  ) , :wL,cLUaUlLi i  <. t t lLt  pUr)- l -  { /J.() I IJ__.-u

cove::ing

/d\  hr l r . ,  rn*
\y r ,,,,.i rr"fIfl i ' l s ll l irr l, '1-.l.girt, co-.i ' l; r.nu.cc1 nor.ma.l- ope ra.b:i_or)s con-

sis'bi;r-: o.f coa:;'La-l- zonc j),ii-rols i 'or' ' l; irc IJ.s, ,liw7, cla-i.l-;r adnrln-

isLre.tj-ve.fJ-.ii;iri;:;"i,c 0a;;; Ji:i*nh il:,r.; ': :.l:rri bra_i,n.lng of ner,i pj.lol,s plus

niss:Lonl; d-Lrc,.c'Lccl- li j, i,,r'.CiL:lOL'l i,irrr,r Sr:l,enbh iLi-r: i, 'or"".60

(U) i'i.Lnning t;,1.r'-. t:to'1, a i;r'obJ.cii cl'err:i.ni: l,ito c1:lar'l;cr. All positions

in air crel.l ancl irn-i-n1;enancc slobs ur:::c I' i-l-lcci. l iorrcver.r.l,hcy l,'ere

trob f il led rrii;h qll;:.1-Lflcci pei'sorine-1-. Pilots arri-veci froin the States

wibh very li-i;t;Ic tralning, llhis neces;sj-ta.'cecl an e:tt,ensive train:lng4
'  t^

program.of

59 His-b: 20fls, 1 .r.pr-10 June 6/,
/a60 Intcrv:l err, I{i-s bo::'5-an and l,,Iing
/1 

-  
/Ol Hisb, 2OIIS, 1 Apr-JO June 6J,

AplSndj.x-_W, (S) 
"Conrnander', 11. .Aug 6/, Sr-rlj: 2OliS, (S),

/^ \
i \ppend:.x VJ-,  ( i j / .

ffi
0ri:i.Asstf{ff
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/ r r \(U) t\ prcl;sJ-ng prob--i-eri dr,rr:i-ng 'i,hc quan'Lcr wiis aircraft rnain-

teno.nce. At idira Ti'ang only elght of fii.''by-eight malntenance personnel

-had prj.or l:clicbptcr ex1:r:ricncc lre-l'orc bei.ng assignccl 'bo 'bhe flight.

I' lajorj-'1.1' of lncc'tn-i.ng na"-i.n'Uenarlcc personncl licre cross-trainees. The

'F l io i r i .  l r r r :  qo' l - .  r rn : r  r" i  drznd i . r . r ' in ' inr  nr"rrcr^:rr : r : . " , r io i r  c)rnrr ' l r l  ho' lnu rrse uv v ' . ( f - ,  i , r  ! ' t .1.r  errv r / rv.  . r  rv+y

al- leviatc 'bhe probJ.en.

($) Tr.io a-Lrc.i'r.j ' i; r,;cre locl, cirrirrg the qrr.arl,er, bo'olr iiH-LFs. One

wa.s due to eneriry grounci fire; 'Lhe o'bher':in a traini-ng accident. No

^; .  ^- .  
,  r .CH-3C heli.copters '.rcrc) Ios'b, but sevcral i 'rere grounded for maj.ntenance

onA l r . l - .1-- l  a lnrnr. .n rnrr-r . i  r  1, 'n l  I  nr  
A2

anQ Da]-;UIe g.aioai. ,-  
---18; pefIOClS.-"

.  t .

rc) At Tan. lion ltlhul,, I'Arr .[,lIigh'b 0l-l-30s trere responsib]e for

clelivery of fj.lrn ftrr tho 6L70th ileconnissance Sjquactron and airU-ft

support for ilAC\t a]-r.d Soveni;]r /tj-r i.i'orce llersonnel -bhroughout all of

South Vietnai;r. Thc fligill, r.:cs jlu.l.ly mannec',, with tuo overages:, one jrr

a Pil-ot slot, the other in l,iarntenance. The overage in pilots was

used-L,o catcil up on Rest ancl. I-lccnppera',;ion (RfnP,), 1ong or,-erdue for sorne

of the pi lots.

!U) 
In order to fril l-fi l operati-onal- requirernen'bs <h-rring this

period it was rreccssa.r'rr' 'bo borrow two iII-l-lJs fron the IIha ilrang

Flight. Borror,rc:ci aj-rcral'1, an<l pil ots rdere used for sirort periods of

tirne i,riren the CI{-3Cs r.{er:e clor^rn for nain'i;etnance.

(U) A smal--L sr-rpply 1:ro),lcn forbhe Tan Son lrlhu.t fU-ght developecl

d,-r-riug this c1uiu"'i;c:'. 0n scveral. occc.cions 'biic fli;=.ht was issuec
' l

doubl-e suppl:i-es. Ijuppl;r'lrot.'f-rj reccive an orrl.er for a parbr lssue j-t

and recrd.er. In a J.'cw dai.5 iho s"rlte pari r'rortld be j-ssned agai-n.

Sieps are bein;4 taken to correct the situatj-on..'fl
/^
A( -LIJ-L.U
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\f ') :1. :,r.;:.;c:1.' ;: l ' : .r ' l- ' l-c::t r. itr3'- ' ;," '  ;r:. i : 1;,3.1.'- i.f ci : lr-l:, i , l i j i , i8ni;:d r.rj.rcr'a.'," '- i;

i

pi.,"r'i.;l-n.g at '.[i-rri Sot: ]rlitri'i;" .lii:'"'li-i;i: .li..l-:i: ,,',;.rcd ,:ii.;:'r.rc:l;i-:cl 'iira.i; 'bite CI'l-iC

i.ir"r'c::af'b llc .'aci'no]ij'G:ci ili'oi:i :1.::l i:r'lr:.i, o;i :.lr.lriir: $t.,i,r::',:ii;:i.o:::; " lli"i;er iieveral
I

j i ' j i) i i 'es ' ' ;o rr:rSai'bis:iaci- ',cry 1;;zi. '1:: i :::,; ir.ucir.tr ; ir i;: i-dil. c::cc.';eCl. safety hazards,

i
'i;l:.c ar.j-rcra:'.-b ir'ei'c :;.;.lri-in il;t.: 'l.ci-', .i ;i :i'::'o:tb o.i.' li,lase 0i:ci'r:.bi-onso I'iris

'r..^.!- ,..^-,^ .,.^ .i_LC C1d. pa,i_,ll::.j.)ii al:,{j,:i iv;.1.i .f,tl }r.rC i;e.ir;pO:;:iir,l/,. Un,bi-l a neWic t ,J U l l lv  ? g,  VV Ul l l ,  v-LLr r /ca. !  r l - . .J. la;  G.r .  -  -  

I

a:i:ea loca'becl ir.-i:]:iri: r.rcs"i; enci ci' i; irr-l lci'e'Ln:rlrri;r-; beLiieen'i;he run'o.+ay and

' r r - . -  ' r^-  ^1 ' l  . . - l  ' i -n--r ' i r - r^ ' " r  anrr  ' i ' r '  i ' i ' " r ' i  c ' i r r . r l  
"  

f -o i l$ ' . \ l .  UC-t , : l -On Of i : i fe l le l r r  A. I .eaUli \ : ;  yg ' . . t  cr . l lgJ U:! : . l t 'Jc i . t  V.J-L;  ' . ) t - t  i .  . ! r  1. . j . ' : r r . i  i i i . {  .  v l / i lJ  Ur l . ' .U ( , .

' . ;, ln 90 pe:'cet:L cctrl l : l-{ j ' i . i ; : ' . i ; l :. i : i , ,;;:;1 <:' Li:c d.',u:..: l ;::: '"

6)
rrior.j:r l:r caiicri 'r 'bo birc; i l ; i-:,{)s; oll ' ;r;.;.nri" l lcit ; i ::rpil i l , i-: l . l  , ' . t"-58^l:i l-.5. and.

c"ilr ' lor ,oIa'f j-::1,; , 1;i. ' ,:.: :.r. i : l . ' ;r,a::j-o; ",r:).:"(.: .t ' ,.. i :.: lc:; 'bdcr.^ -rci, j-o.ri j .c s bj.-Ll pencU-ttg

.,)a r.1r^r1 
^...'- 

.f'nv. -:.,.i:C l:i, iitO C,:-.i j_Cf.-i;.i.,)l:.1.(:t ovII rvuU.vg

@ 
rtr, Ir ' :,1ii-di: [ . i i i :cclin-I.--].si l;,c'.1':. i ;:; : o.i
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I
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73 
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/ /
ofl 'or b: ""

SOi:;TTES

4!)

2I

hl

33

6 Accomplishrnen"bs j-n 'bhe Slil

I'iONTI{ Ai,r;u_-u-ru

598zao

3E5:\o

623:L5

April

T4r rr

June

uJ?>>

10i -L '

62:2O

TOTAL t ,606zl j I32:30

| , t \
\P) I{any obher soriies were floi.n: 'bl,ab r.iere not in direct

al ignment wi ' l ,h 'b,re:n- ission. Sr"r ; :port  was givcn to any agerrcy in need

of the versat i le CI1-3C. One ol ' -bhe rr issj-ons was'bo support  the in-

spec'bi-on and- cal-ib:'atj.oii o:f 'bire -[our Tacti.ca] Control of Air Naviga-

tion (TACAli) sibes in Laos b;r aia1j.1ti-ng men anci equipmerrt to the

rerncte si'bes. Anol"itcr nissJ-on was insl,rlmentirl in calibr:rting the nelr

cT/\r c')i '\rn L^'-l-'r"" r,:rdar si,afion ab I'lailohn Pha.iromliir Base, Thailand.UrlJ ur vr  Uvi l lur l i l l

Tir is stabion is relponsiblc r- 'or,3ui .d. ing bobir  borrbors and f i ;1h'bers1:o

pi-npoint tarElets, r-cgardl-css of biic r"reiL-bher condit:i.ons oveti the target.

'  , ,
(F) Total i"lju;r-:ion accon4ri-isirmenus :rt Udcrn j-ncludin,,; CAii and S^LIi

..o"ru r 67

t,rglrlr HOIE!

Ap::i l  )$9:3O

PASiJIJI\JGJJF,S C/NGO-IAS

lJ; .",

June

67 L:ao

)fl6:Co

( ' r .1 l r  r l -Tirq
!J\ /T . .L I ! 'U

r- l  ?

o)1

905

1r 708

730

51,h80

66 ra6o

Bh,2oo
: |OTAL 1., (:16: JO 1.,666 )  t  -)Lt)

2Or,7\0

($) A'b iihlr. T:'a.rr;;, rrJrr 1"1i-i1b (lJll-li i 's) si;il l i:aci no mj-ssion as an

armed- bopi;er. At'i;he close of i;h:is quarter, a f-i-rn mj-ssion is rurder
,LBdeveloprrrent.uu Ihr 2O'bir has thc onl-;.u armcd heJ_J.copi;ers j-n the USAii

inventorlr ai: this tiiae.
/ /
OD J.TJJ.U.

o / r. i lru.

11
of

o[fitil$StFtED
6U In'berview. II is-bori-a:'r ;rrtci i l iul: Ci;ldr'.,

C.t\S to ALiiAJCOi'i, 2 it6.;r (:J, S'iia.'bement
l.ug 57: sul-ij-. zoyg (g)_.. t'isg,
r \Sree] i ler l ' i , ,  IJOC. L):  (UJ.
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@ .[.i.]- Ujl-l-l' rL.i-i'c-r-',:r.,i'1, .r.,li..,i e l-,o 'i'-,e ;iroci-l-i'j-ccl -u;:i.Lh i.i'ii ladi-os, sel-.|'

**c11:i-nf l  t . l i l : r ;  i r .r ial .  . .r .r ' i  i ( .r l t- :r . i  r ;c: iLl : .  . i  l ;  r ; :  ic r: i ' i r i  o- l- .  ' i ; r ' i t l  qu.at: 'LL) j ' ,  , .rn-L)t t l :c

sca.'bs ira.d iri:ei: .! ii.s i;:;ilr:r.i -'un a.-L J- ;'"..r'crr;.i"'t . .l-t lic.s i'e-L i; iit;rb 'n;i Lhoui; 'bire

;incj.1.1 :l.cab-i-:)itl j .i;irC ;,1;l-.r'(:r' i.r.r. i r:rrr:"l r,l tioi., 'ocl tr.;r:ri s;r"i-cJ.1' a; ttl r.:f.iecLj-"'2c17 in

lnl l ' l ; ' /  co-: l :a.L at"crts' :h,. :r ' i : 'e - i . i  l : ;  !r lLiJ-.. , '  r l (rccLlcj,

r . t : ,
(P) 5: ,cc- i , ' -L-L i ) ' - ;c l 'L i ; ; -onl ;  l ; : r i :  i 'L  i - ; : i t i :  p; l t 'c i  c ipal ;ccI  i -n dut" i l l i  br) :LS

i:el i .or i  Inc,r- 'e: . i ' . r ' , r t( , :r i  o.pi l . i ' i r . i ; : i . tr-rs. i . 'o::  ; .r . i , i j 'J l i  ,59 b",-t* dl: .{ ' r : t ls. i  fo:r Binh

Ti.ruy., alrd. Ir:;Li'1f:t ,.b.'o1.1:-; .i',rr ihr,: 9l,ir .i .r-:r: Cilit;;riLrrcio 5cir.t.:r..J-rrrn. T',.ro iil]-lFs

ricre serrb to'l 'blli-I.;rn,-L ,;o riirrr{,)c)r.' i; i,;irc J+6Lir i ' j i,c..:i-: '"J-.i., 'o:'ctt,i lO r/hi.l-e in

Tiraj-lan<1 Lhcsc i,rro .l..i.rc,'.:r., '1; :r:rrl cr'[)i.ia.j -..or']rr-:cj lri l,ir ti ie Thaj- rr()r-r-er:ns

Co'cr:r.srr i.n ;,.i 'c ;.ir;r't.i-,,:r, -i '.,r' i;hc-ir c,rli"l-i n11 ';o ii:i.e i,i i.r.i;; -Ln bire i'al-l . i l l l-

1i,10;i,.JG lllssj-ons r:rei.'o r'-i.t.rr,;tr .i 't 'r;l,i tt,:," .l; '-l-j-ii ir;l; .i:ot'1..'r.Lrii Opli.'abin1-; l3;rse (I'08)

cL 'c I(o n Lurn . 71

/ , ,  \(U) Ilatnp si;lr.c)(j i l ir(.1 ,.'ar;:l-l.j.t-L.cr:; l: i; i iha. ' 'r '"r:';,r.tti ' l tlcre ()t[oc-1.]-c:tt 'bhlr:ugh-

or.r't, the i>c::iod. il,::.r'-i-nr{ Lirr: lil-5tJ j: l-; cir.r;i.r:r: buiJ-:irrp f ac'i l-ii)' on statj-on

. - . -^^+ l^^"1 .^
l i r . i i )  c1 i31 Ed U l lu l ru.

r  l t  '74
( f  )  , ' "ccor, tp1. i . : ; i t t t t ; t r i ; r ;  j . 'o ' - '  r r  : ' r r  Fl . . l - l i  tL ' tJr : t 'c : :  t '

,'9iijtj I'lUiiii;i f.lOilJ rlj;.i ,:'.4j.,:l.1i11.fj

rtpril 3lli-l : OO 5O3 'L,1r79

Itay $crl:oO Sl:tt I,1-53

.n-rne 2!,)i : OO 65b L,O6g
'10'r- '1iL l ,19i)zltO 17hU ,, ,  t  .  : \r7O3-

(u) '1'he .rciit,.rt::o. 'i;iiii ili*],[. 
"r,i'"boot*,u.,'r]d.-r.rrg 

tjn:r.j;

t i r is c3r.rr t"t ' .7)

.niQ-9.:.Ltr
2 
'l joo

3,500

5'^!-
.LIr?-ll}

f l  i  + ^. ! .  :  .^" . ,  . r . , - . , - i  ,^-
'J  

j .  Ucl  \ r I iJ :  I  UIU J-IrL)

69 I ' {sg; ,  Tir i r  1,o J. lg\Or ' I ,  r l 'A0Pt i  O9b63,2r) , I , - rn:67, l r . : . i ; ; ,  L io i ;a l . . j i  i^ i ing Supporb
' 

_th".:_f0, (S). lrsit.r ' /.: i i  to l ir ;\r l:, ' ,Ir 10, -r-8irifr, - iI i ; la-; ' l  (: '1 , Siui: j. UH-lf
'J '1,  j . l . - i  ' : ; ' i  .  ;  s :1 ,  l lO' :  .  17 ( .  l )  .

70 j, lsi i., ' l i i t ; '  ' ; ,,: I iL,i l ; ' .rr.--, i.,1r I l: l i l1irr:,t i i  . ' la.lr ,1;' i  _. l ju; . ' l  . : i ::- l- l-c:r; j.r ' ;r:. i . i-)Lr:- 'pol-u,
Doc:.  - l t .  ( l ; )

7J.  f iTsL; 2r- l i i :1.  . l  , . ; r r -  j0 J,r .n.  , ' : ' i  
- ,  ; , j , i r r lnr i i . ; ,  , , ; - ! .e ( l ; )

7';: Il-lj.L".r.
73 f f i?6t , tc,r t . ,a i ; : ic t ,  . i . ' t - , r '  i i ; . ' l - l i . ' ( . i  o. , f  i - l i r l . , l ; i , ; r ; : t . i i r - r , :  l l r i j . i ,  , .1 ,a. , -1. , r ' r .  2Oi l i l

J- l  Jun 6'15 1-k. ,co l -9_.  (S)
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1. Chunge.: ;  i t  comnctnc!et-s,  hey st t t ' l f  o. f f icrr : ; ,  a, ' . ' l  incLusir , t t t  t lute.s ol  each r t lcuf ibetLt
dur in.g tke rel tor t r 'nr l  pe{ i 'ot l  .

2.  ELal tor t i te cn missiot . -  ty l : , t :  cqr i , fnant r i ,cor l le.d tn i ject ton 5 ol  thts Jorn,  Include
the Etunt i ty a,+" the t ;eg!rv; ing of  re!r . t r t i t ' , t t  i t t : r iod onLl  , tLL ' tddi t lons,  los.scs,  t ront '

'7r tns, '  etc.  , 'dur i tg I 'er i ,ctJ.  ct t \ 'er , , ,1 .  Gi t te i ' r io. : , , tn ; ror  co,ch Jo-t-s or t ransJer.  ExpLain
najor nt : tL i  f icat ions to 'u.ni t  eq"uibne.r tL.

3.0per"at ianai  unt t^: :  tnc!uie a: i 'uMtary of  r ' ; " :ssi ,cnts ent l  sort ic: ; ,  hours JLotot ,  p l t r lose
ar ob ject iue ar,d rrr i r i l ls .  I 'c l t6vt  o;"r  t ic t tn: ; , '  t t t  i r tcL ' t tdt :  r t i rcral t  aul  l t i  lo l  lossvs,
t ' , i lots ni .ssi tLg or rescued..  Rt: .cord uniryre hi , i1 hI Ight ,s,  t leLai ls ot '  overolL pt : rJorn,ances
(ret l r r .ccLI ta s lct t is t tcs),  tnct , ics u: ;e i7 t tnC c, l r .xn!d5, wrd.  atht : r  not teqs beor ing orL
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: ; i  11tt i  Jtcant fac i  L i  ty chrlni l  e -\  .
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20th_-HelcErter: Sguad.ron l2gth .E )

(u) The 2oth Helicopter squadron continued -t,o operate from two

count::ies and' three locations, Al-r missions remarined. firm and rE r

Flight at Nha Trang was finalJ-y gi.ren a firm rir_issi-on. However,

tEt Fl ightrs pr imary mission remai 'ed highry c]-assi f ied. r ts

secondary r,r-ission consisted of util ity and rescue .rc7)
, | ,
(pl At the begirr:ring of thc period there were 1l cH-3c and

13 UH-IF helicopt,ers assigned to the squadron. On Aug. 23, one

CH-3C stationed at Uciorn, Thai1and, r,,ras l-ost while on a nission j_n

laos. All persor:nel were saved but the ai-rcraft courd not be

recove::ed . ( 6s1

({) }'irst reports on tire ci.ash suggested that a cIJ-5t+/cH-53

ai:rcra.ft be used to bring ou't, 'r,he ciowned c.F,-3c. rt ras also said

-bhat sufficient refuel ing pornl,s were available along the route and

that cH-3c escorb was ava,ilabj-e from udorn to the crash site. The

airlift opera'Lion to exi,:'act -Uhe donned aircraft never materiali zed.(69)

(f) on sept . 2a, a ui{-rF was lost to enemy action near Kontum,

R\IN. The pilot and co-pilo't, were airlifted back to the United States.

These l ' rere the o;r ly losses 'bo occur during the period.(71)

(f) Durin.g bLre Aug. 5 to 12 period, t"wo CI{-3Cs left Tan Son Nhut

f or udorn to suprleme.t the flights .,here. Two uH-lFs from Nha Trans

were sent 'bo cover rA r l l ightrs comui,bments. (Z:. ;

I-r?t, 20lJS, f,l"f-lOSuF0Z@
rbid.

Y?e: Dg! lnctr 7/L2\\ tc-?AF(c), z35l.ob6, 23hag6?, subj: Request Doc 21Hist,  2OHS, 1Ju_l--3OSep6f,  Appendrx VI,  (C).
rbid.

/o7)
68)
6e)
70)
7L)

(s)
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(U) The ra.mp area fcr A fligh't, was inadequate because of poor

drainage and surface. Tan Son Nhut is scheduled to provide an

edeouate remn in Octobef wj- th g na.ved srrr f :ee :nd revetments. Theyvrurf  a lJavvv rurrovv ar

nr^nlr lemq nf  n l r* . r - i  n incr qrrnnl- iaq nrr*q pnrr inmpn* o*n h.-  l r^^ '
v v qu,,-4-- .O

greatlJr decreased. Another probleni l^ras in BEI4O support. The

flight was hav-ing a problem because the squadron operations orders

had not been pubiished. Cu-rrently, the operations order i-s being

ret lped pr ior to publ icat ion" Target date for publ icat ion is

unknown. Efforts by wing operations staff visit have insured that

/nn\

BEIIO supporl wil.l- cr:nLinue '"urtil the operations o::d.er is publishs6.\(z)

/  t r  \(U) JJuring L;his perioci ,  r t  f l ight f lew a' l -ota1 {dJ hours, 816

oay- l - i  a-  ^ ia^ . l - - rnsnort ,cd 
I  AO ?6? ra. tndq nf  ncron qnd I  AOq n.  q<6DU.L u-Lcir ,  <1l ju t r l 'd,-  t /  r*  yv.-L v@r 6!  *-*  * ,  / ,  /  -*---)ngefs.

/ r r  \(U) Of spec-r-al iuterest r^ras a rescue rnlssion performed on July f.

Two cFI-JCs were scrambled -t,o the crash site of two B-52s that had a

ndd*air  col l is iorr .  The cH-3cs were the f i rst  hel icopters to reach

the area, appro-rr-mately 6J nriles SSE of Tan Son Nhut in the South
( , lc \

Chj:ra Sea. Detwcen t ,hcrn they picked up si_x surv- ivors.\() l

/J\
\F) Pr imary mission of B, C, and D f l ighls aL Udorn remained
t -

unchanged. They conL' inued to support  Control- led American Sources (CAS)

persorrrtel, co'.rnt,:rirrsurgency activities, and moving friendly forces to

^rr* ' l r r ina 
' l^n. l - i^

u Ll t / -LJ -Li . lB -LUUcL u-LUl tS .

/ t r \(Ul The Udor. 'n based f i ight,s f -tew L233 sor-l,ies for l23l+ hours,

190 tons of cargo this period. Nonetra.nsported 2736 passerlgers and

nf *ha ' l '1 i  ohi  q a-maz' i  avrnar l  ^n- 'ur  v. /+/vr  rvrrvvr l  @iJ great maintenance problems.

(72) Ut,  Col  H.C. Curry to JJACW(C),  18Aug6/,  Subj :  Opns Staf f  Vis i t ,
nm 4^ / r r \p\  )  11 ,  \U/.

/ . rc \  r - r :  ^+ ^n 
116\  1Jl  Hr-st ,  ZUHS, lJu,"-3OSep5?, Appegl ixrVl,  (C).



.L( f i )  Fl i r rhJ, E con.mit ' l ,ed i tsel f  conpletely i ,o i ts pr imary\ r  t  *  - -*o---

m-ission. Operar;ing from Nha Trang and Kontum, the flight e:panded

to handle the i:icrease in per"scnnel and aircraft. A new billets

r,vere built to house both office:'s and airmen at the FOB, where

conditions have greal,ly improved since the 'last reporbing period.

r . I t(9) Supplying the operabing location remains a problem but is

hr- i  no I  r rqqener i  h- . r  o--neni  .^-r-o l r . r ' i  danf I  r r  *hanp r^ i  I1 ^ 
"1 

-  -^---  l -^  ^
-. -.*--b -- JJ (j-?!lJ(j.t '-L ti l lu t, . !r v -l-L1(tlr Ury Ui lvJ- r Wf,If, dIWd,J D Uv d-

problem in this area.

(U) A personnel problem s-barted to materiaLtze at the end of

t ,hr:  orr :r ' f ,er:  '^ j -r^-r--  ̂ t^- .* ,ed to return to the states withoutUrr ' j  Yq@f uua do [raJIJ ] - ' ! !V UD D Uda U

replacements being prcscnt for ciuty. No further detaj-ls were

avai]-able on th-is at -bhe close of -the period.

/ , " \(U) The majntenance problem that had existed previously was

rapidly declining as ner,\r personnel ga-i:red additional experience.

/ , ,  \(U) During Lhis pcricd, 'Ulie Ull-lFs f1:w L593 hours on 2018

sorLies. They transporbed 53 tons of cargo and 5,3U passengers.

The rrrned orrn*hi  ndq ovnanded ?RQ OOO rnrrnd" (ZUu)
v|4/v/ 'vvv

/ l \( f i )  One cf fhc big probierns presenl ly facing the 20th is the
t

lack of CI{-3C rescurces to carry out the many m-issions and operations

r rndap *hai  r  pacr.rn- i  1- ;  1 i  +- '  A '1 
-o .  r : r : r renf .  n" l  .ans Cal l  fOf the fedUC-.  l \JUv 

'

t-ion of CFi-3Cs from 14-bo 10. The four aircraft due to be lost in

this transaction wili be transfered- to the 21st Helicopter Squadron

a 
-  ^/dDec. 1, L967 . The primary nr-ission of the 21st wilJ- be Dye lvlarker

e...^^^-+
vuruPU.L u .

17 I{+ Ib id.
Ltr ,  Gen W.C.
of 20th Helio,

tindl-ey, PACAF,
Thailand Based

bo JAF, )+32TRW,
l lT- l -?C Racnlrnao

14ACW, Subj: Augmntatn
6sep67, Doc 23, (s) .
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r l t($) l,rJherr th: brausfer of airc::a.ft is e;perienced, it will

leave the .squadron wibh a total folce of only 6 aircraft. There

are currenLly 3 aircraft in the United States for repair and are

apparently not in the picture for i;he critical period to come. A

I  anot.hrr  TRA\T nro, 'nsm nr.r-z 'o: . r i - .1 ' r r  in nr-oorr .qs r^r i  l1 f i r r f .her den' l  et ,grwr l6ulu l ruLfv FrvSIdlr ,  uul lvrrurJ l r r  f f  v6rvru,

ihe rrn'i*. lrv nne aj-rcraf'b for several monbhs to come. This leaves

onl-y 5 aircraft, to perform the na:ny missions assigned, CAS/Coach-

,  rA\  
^ '  

t ,^^r . / r .^  r r '  
( ' tL\

doS (0),  Si te 85, USAirr /US Mission.\  tu l

($) Presen'b plans :Lnclica'be 'bhat rather than allow the 20th in

Thailand to funct,ion below strcngth for an unknornm period, other

rotary wing resorr.rces should be considered to augment the Thailarrd

onmn-l  oman* A <rrrrrrrr r  , r f '  *ho 'F r  e i rq norJrnrmarl  i  n nnn i r rnnJ-.-r '  an rr i  thv Jr i fPrr /u lvrr  u .  .1 L.  r r  Y vJ vf  urrv uarrr ! ,  Pvr r  vr  ! !vu

t,he missions cur"rerrt-Ly assigrrcd thc CII-3C aircraft a'b Udorn shows,

' I - .h,r l - .  evnenl- .  f  np r  f  pr^r  ' l  r rse 
"" :nrr . ' /n"qqAncre?4 

mi qqi  nnq f .ha f  iH-]  t r 'v:f  au v lLvv-Iru r  vr  rqr  6v

aircraft can be r:.ti-l-ized on curreritly assigned rnissions. The

ne-formencn nF f  hr+ i l f f - l l -  ' i  r . t  in fael- , .  hef , t ,er  srr i ted to some tasksrv J rar

being perf'or.rned bhan the Ci-l-3C . Present opinion is -bha'b the UH-IF

cor; ld nerform enrrrox' imat,c- lv 90 ner cent of the crrrrenf, ' l  v ,essisned

m:ssions with a rn-in-rri-um of change j-n current operations practices.\ r //

/  ) \(S) But aga.il the problem arises of UH-IF availability. It is

believed that both Thailand and Kontum could not be supported

af -f'an* i -,a1., ,..i + l, the present uH-lF resources .

t  l , t
'  ($) ThJ-s probiem is currenily being studied by the wing for a

r"easonable solution.
++---l-

(76) Usg, COIiCPACAF to JAF, lJrACW, L3O356Z,I lSep6J, Subj:  Thai Based
Ho-l  i  onn*oro TlA1l  ?/ .  /q\

(72) u"g, Dep cmdr Z/Vrc to crirICpACAF, l4ACw, 275rot+L, 2ocL6l, subj:
Tha' i  Basecl.  -Llel iconber,  DO_Q_3rZ. (S).
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e^ r i  ^-L*,ysr-+tlgl

/ t r  \(u,) Ihe r,ri-ng safety Office con-binued to mcnitor 22 uriL safety
".-'

tr:r'ogralns and bonduct a dailJ' inspection cf hazardous areas on base

r l  , r r in-  *ho .rr . .v-Fu f-i -Ltrb urru u,ua.I. 'u r. iT .

/ t r \(Ul Sa.. teiy educa't ion f i lms cont inued to be shor^m this

in conjuncbion r.t'.rth -,hc regul.ar nighbt:ime morrie schedule at

Trang. Fiims were made available thlough quick turn-around

procedures. Thi-s in'Lerim method h;rs resulted in e4posing a

sec'Lion averaginl! 950 base per.sonnei per filn lo .bhe safety

ti on films.

nar i  nd

Nha

mail

educa-

(U) Aircraft  acciclent st ,at is-t ics

major acciden-Ls for thi : ;  per i-od. This

year that no rnajor accj-clen-bs occurued

/ . tct  \
per l -oa. \  I  o. /

forbhe quarter showed no

was fhe fi::st time this

i-n a three consecutive month

T7il tl'*t" df;,tr or ii;;;- TJ.[4G;_"ffi / - i l l r \ahdr i r \ /  !  |  I  l  I
- '  

p,  r  vJ. tv.r-r ! !  r_L-L n \  r /  , /  .



A door gunner inspects UH-lF mini"-gun pr ior  to mission

{tr,|
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1o 1098 /\\LAJ Locatic'n: l/r.bh ACli Thj.s crder :L,s unclassified.
NDDN
vlr  w.

2" Copl' sf' orc].ers 14'i;h :\Ci; CilPO" Thj-s order is uncl-assified.

3 " ?th riir Force Operati.ons Order This order is classified secret.
5A9-68' !20th i {el icopter Sciuadrontr
dated Septor:nber 1967 Locat:Lon:
DCO f i l -e.

/+. Surnmary of interwier,r by Cap'l,a.in This interviell covered problems,
J. B. Shid:nore, 20th ilelicopter recorunond.ed solutions o-nd. dis-
So,uadron Histoi:ian, u:L'bh l,t. Col. cussion of classified jnformation.

Thona,s C. l3ass.. rtlj 'r Jlli;ht tjonr:urncler
18 December 196'7.

5. Sunrnary of in'bervieu by 20th Jlh:i"s intervier'r coverecl problems
iiel-lcopter Sciuad"ron liis';orran, r+ith of trjrr Flight i ' iai-ntenance.
Crrpiain Thonas i"i. Lanirerb illiinteir;rnce
Offlcer "CIil Flight 16 lecernber 'i9o7.

6. Sumu,ary of intcrvieu by 20tkr Tiris in'bervier,r covered the civj-c
iielicopter Squaclron liistor:-an, t.ri-tir acticn prograjn.
1st Lt Rcbert i ' i. .l,lc0onb, Civic i.ction
Projoct Off icer '  22 Dc.:cornbtr 1967.

7 " iju-nrnar;r o{' intervier,r by 20'ch r'}tis intorview discussed the
lleli cc.rF'l,er Squ-acLron ilisl;ori-an uitir ac't,ions of i-lornet Flight 20
i,lrjor Joirn R" t,ivermore i'.r.ci Captar.in l'i,ovomber 1967,
.Robert P. Strout, pil o'i;s i-n iiorlic'c
I ' l ig1rt ,  16 December 196'1.

8o 'rBrt Flight .:ivtards and Decora'bions This book lis'bs all awards ancl
tsook focal'bion: iir,iari.s and ltecoratioris decorati-ons.
Desli rrlirr Ffight.

9. Let't,er dated ?'7 Decc:tr]cer 196? frc,rn Tilis le-bter covers redesi.gnation
Colonel Ilayden C. Cu:t'ry, D:;pu'uy of J:rli-girts, 20th iielicopter
Conu,-:;nder f or ij;:cra'bion:, 14.th rl0;i . Squa-cl.ron.

10. i.ir,iori.ca-1. ::epoi' ' i,, d;.ter 1, Jan* iierorb for Cc'l,cbcr, ilovenber,
nar;;' 1!5$, frort j''ieLjor.' ;;n'i;hc-rri;'r J. ::.zu-le, llecenber 1967 classj-fied secret.
Udcrn l-.i:Lstori-ca1 Officer fo:: 20-Lli i lcli-
^nn* an cl^r ,nrrr . , -  loci i -L j -on:  .D0 o : l i l -e,vvI,  \ ,vr

11" Lteport  f ron. j ;b.0r:1.  l t .  j ' .  i l 'h is repori ;  c, :vers radio prcblerns
'tliclniire da'bed. 2? Decenber 1967. and is r.urc-l-asr,rified.
.Locai;ion: 20th ljel-icoi:tel ii-Lsi;orical-

i2" i ' Iont i r11.Re- i . :Lpdi i -1W.Tiresere1:or ' tsarec]- i tssi f iedSecret
r-ratcc1 1 ;r'rovc:nbcr lci67, 1 ;[gcfiglier'195?.; ;,_ Si'.)C.uI "iii. Force Eyes CIr1y.
1 Jan':a-rlr 1 956; l-cc.?"'bic'n: j)C 0 f-i-le '
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20th Helicop'L'or'Scr,ua,j.ron
1/rth j'ir Co;riua:rclc 'rii:rg (Ji.-i.Jl)
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'i . (U) Drrrj-'l[ "i,l'iil ciri.'l::'1c,,:r .Lj-t:u'i,cit;i],f i, 0''r-l,cllel Jollr .i .i. Si;csin ::er-l aced
,l, ier,rtenrnt Co-l-cne-l- j 'ohn i ' j  ., 'r::t- i-r;:rri ir.s collr i inCer oi ' i :hc 2Cth Iielicoi:-ber

Sc.i;adr"on (1 ). Tho 'brirns:[ 'c-r: '  oi c.rTii l irs.l lC iooli 1;-l-cr.cc in []ct^be:: ui 'L;]r T,j-eu-

tenen'b Ccicnc-l- .t1'u:Lrlcn ).:c:i-n:; r:e{r-;i$i:;noci 'bo "i;hr '/C,3.rcl. jr'll0,i.I' 
'Jui:porb Squ.:rc-ron,

d ;Y .  /^  \

i r .r-- i l1.J ^j . : ,  j . ) ,  rO,i [JI l r i : ]- f 'C l .- l -n::  \  /  ) .

''; i i: rt ,l rr ':rr -i,.o \u/ . 
-ii;it*, 

i.,rrj.cil t,r.-Ls -"1-oca-l;'-:rj i:',, Ta.n ijon iiir.r"L-i: i.tes frent to Uil.orn

Rl|Ai 'B rncl  thrcc Ci: l3C a: ' r- . i 'cr : ; f ' l  le-r :c"Lrans: iei ' recL' t ,o thc 2' is ' i ;  l ic l - j "cop"er
Sq'ur'-'.dircn -l,oci'.'L,eci rit i'ii:..r-lrc.'r.r ]li:a.iroiit illi'/.Ifl:r iirsj-1anc1" i,'ori:' ai-rcre.ft r.'elc
sclrcd.ui-e,c1 for '[ra::r:1'cr', "l,i:.t t].re -b::t'.nc,'ler cf onc e-l-rci'eif'L trir.s delayeci ciu-e
to ';he fac'c tl:ir-b a.:Lrcriril| ,191 rcqlr:'ecl e::Lcr,,' l i lre repi: ir" In addition,
f i f - i ;cen nersonnel.  l tcr 'c i , : . ' iL l ts. fer l 'cL' i ;o i , i ,c 2.1 sl ;  i ie. l iccrtcr '5c;r-racl .ron; 9]
pil-o'bs anci 6 r';l-i i i 'ben.'rnce peo:]-c (tc,1.

^ 
/ , t ' .  /a . \ , -

3 " tFl Cn C i,ovqrmlrer, rr.. lr '  ,, 'J-l i ; i i i ,  lr;sr,rrcd -bile forinez" lt: i .sision of rrl irr ir l i fh.'b
'",rlri-,':lt is -i,ire 6t1,7(;Ll.L rr.occir:.,iir;iiirrrlr.l(r 5,: iui;drc.,'tr. 0orr-rier r,.ttci a. secondc.rS" nission

of VI?, utiJ.: i. 'b;r rr.nri. roscr-lc" '-L' ltci: 'cj- 'crre, -i, l io i;r 'csei-",. ' i ; l ' j-$sr*-c1t of rrTilrr Fl-i-p;ht
j.s i. i irci l i trren'l, j-c,rral- 'rJe:'fr,: ' :e, l ieco;ri: l j-r; lr- ' .r.cc -i i ' i l .m. Cor:rj-crr l lasr: j)efenser S/!tr 'I
T:. 'a.j-n:itr;;, Lo1;.i s b:Lca,l. L'. i i .rt: j  o:: ' l ; o"i, '  i i  , l i . ,:", F. unj--b$ o:: U" S. snonserecj

/ . ,  . t^i, '.c'u j-rrj-i;: '-e; (ij:^'JC ,-.1.J:iLlr. .:lucc:i.i-i- i., '.r'ccs-il.eccrrc1o, i)',::l i"ct l:l.rlr.cr ROIi Folces ),
Ps;;.ci:o-i,oi,1:ica.J- i,i:.rilars i.n,-L il:r:a:rsrror-bi.i ' i.;io,: oi riIi: 'r s (? ]. rri" irf i gJrt I s
pr:i.iu-r],- c-lerat'i;'i on rc:trl;.t-i-tt.s lt j-gitl It cl-lLls-"Lf-:iett.

/+. ({) T}ie pz'iriir-rr";, c,pc:,'r't:-cn r,,j' lr'.l'yo, 0hc.rl-ie ancl Dcl-'i:ir. .llllght r.ms
con'bi-nuatj-cn of -Lir.e sri.;:rrclt c-f tii;rlJ 0,i:'.jii.r'1lI(tilS anli contro-l l.eC a,"ne::i-ca.n

1z' ,^\  -  r^/F '

Solr t :cef l  \  ( j , tS. t  o . ru l to- i ,c: :  ,  : in 'b l rc 
'6 ' ,1;s1i ' i '3y 1 957 rc ' ,o: i ;  'bhe 2(11;h I ie l - i .Copter

Sq.u;'r iron', las rc-Li-i lvcci o! 'ci 'e Ji ' i i  ef.[ 'ot '-b.:ir{ nc sr:i l  ,or"b 1,i ' : '(: j  ]:cqlrcs'bed. or

':"rovici:t l t ir:r iui; - i; ir: i-s: pc:r' ' j  or"i ( 1 0 j "
,  t ,

5" \F) l-t"ei,ri-n;; 'l;ilj-l' ::ettorl,itl;.; .r.rt::t:-'r-itti 
'i,irr: .:,-'oir;,' lx]ll:o;;s !'1 ctt 392 so::t,i.es

for a 'Lotal- o:i. 1;.i?'.E .ir.cr:::c o.[ .1.i";r,! .4. 'c.i nc. 1,1,,.t j2 p;,sr:cr][ ie]rs r"rere carr"ied
a.nci  12i ,  89i  ] :cuncLs o-f i  c:r - l 'g;o lL- ] .  j -n i , i ; r :  c l : - t j . r l ig thc 0, :S ids: ion ( tO).

z r ,Jt
6" ($i :[n su1-r]icrr; oi L,l::),-i i '  0l:, i l ;: ' i .r. ' i , i .oirs i i .csrr-i- ' i ;e f lcqr-rc,nt ba.r-r r. leather 4.50
sol:-bies h'cre -i. '1oi., i l  . ioi ' ;r. '1,., 'ba-L <>il 1:'7,1,." ' i  ]rolrrs 11.f .f l-1r-lns timc. 201,,

l l ,a,es€;n!e:rs 1.re:l:c'1,::rinspor' ' icr-l r.ncL /t/,.1.,r2C9 ponnci.s of c:rr ', ' ;o (tO).

, -  / .1\'7" ($) . l-n l)ccer,rl:,ci 'r orre i ir i iqr (l l l*1,. '7 Ol'rj-nooli ldilS t1ep,1-oyed to Udorn to
rj:rirvicc hce.tn. -Le.i-b ca-i:ir i;:i--i i-t;; :i-rr :lu,1r::rol]t o:r- 1;he IIS:II rnissicn, This irea-ry
li-f'L cn.pa,biJ-i. L;1 r,riis r:rov:i.r1c:d b;; tjjre r':irny CIi*/17 crcti colrurandecl by Cap-bain

-qu_rre UL// .

r t  / r . ' .B" (lf, }-rr.i.ng iJc-I,c,;1,.::r' i,trc ir:l-,r-r,lrr:: oi l;hc'i;ajil:"o-i,cr dr'! rie shaft beeir-{-ngs
accourr-i,cc'1, fo-r:the low Olt::r:--Le. Jlce.i:i.n;,;.l;rjr-lu,i 'es c,cct-:Lr'lre.-r j"n the v-iscous
darnner unj-t uhich ir-l,clccrn-rrec;'be tire 'i:a.rl- ro1,or drj.ve sha.ft. TVentv'-one of
tr,'ent;r-tiiree fi,-j-lu:es of tllc r.-i-r;cor:-s clrlmpcz''..:as arc'Lo bear.ring fai}-u'e (10).

accolip-l, i:r lr, ien.ts at Llclo-r. ' l l 'r:ere ie- $)
i'lor,.z's f-l-c,""r:
So-r'r;i e s .':'-i..or,a:
1);t : . :, c.--t .r ..,,," .:, ( : i  r . i  , i  c. i

Cal'gc ciir:. ' ie ci

' r1? "  nr i
t )  I  .  rJ

) . )Ct

), j4.

i  1^ r1/  /  11^111t.r-|  / /  t  / .er+



tri;;fli; aircrir-f'l assi3neci/r-jeven operra'biona.J-. Cne ai-rc::a.:ft in lP,:lji, 582,

0perat:Lonal readT r;i.te 4.3,1 ',1J. ;r/C ut:i-i-rza[,icn ra'be authorj.zed 50.0
.  la a\
ncu-rs \  lu, t  .

1n ( .d)  Tn iTnrr  nnn.q?1' l - i  qhrn6rq' i ' .c  p i ;  Ucorn l ic f .er  :lU,  \P, '  -LI l  r :CVel l . ( - 'O:f  Si l ' \ l . ' l .L l lOl  l - . , - - . . ' . .J- .*r-- . .  .ua!  u,-  L.c

i lours f l .orm H,.9:1O
Sor'-Li-es fl-oi.rr )85
P.rssengers ceLi'.rj.er: 357
Ca.r'1;o c.r-rr:j-cd . 22A, Ci! potrncls
1 U i:,j i-rcre-['b assi-,;rrcC/8 oporaiiona]-
5i'2 rc's'.ti-ns in fF-ril{
691 as:si:;nerl 'iro lbli Tean .for ci'acliccl transri-ssion mount
anc-l- e::i,cnsi-vc br,rlkhcad rerrair.
C;:o:ci.'1,ionir.i i le:it1;r rt';c, 6?-,.6',",
A/C lJL:-li-zl:tictt t:a'le 3.1,.2 iror::'s pcr trr/C

'  / , \  r - '  . - .  t  ln;t/C ltt.i l: 'r:zation ri[,c a.u.'biroi]j-zeci 50 ]rcrirs pcr VC

r  . l :
11 "  \ ' f  )  In Decenbcl  sf j i rn, . . t r :on r .ccoi ,^: . .1 in l t r ' : ,n ' ts a. t  IJ iorn wcr 'c:  :

Iiolt',s i ' l-crrm
Sor-bi-cs :il ci"rr
11,..  ̂ 

,,1 oi. - n -, - r,. i  .-,.,. -; c, 1

Ca-r.-,;O C[;,":..1,:'i. e(]

7 ili:.'l::,:t.f 1, as r;i,-,L1ncd-7l5

5i..'. x' 'r;i-;rs =':r 1.?-.r-Tr
69'l ;1;r5-rj-5,;ired 'bo li,ll,i 'lea:r iior cl:i-icliilc:i -br:unsm:icsi-on lrount
ei:.ii c:,.'Lerr sirrc bulldrcad L'cnsi".
A : :ter a'i:i-oLt'-rl :,ielci;yr ro.t c ?0 . S j,
^-/^ 

y. ,  , - .  ,  d/{  , - r  !  t  / .^

'y'0 Ul;.i-lizs.-ci-c)l ra1,c 5[i. '7 ]rouls; pc'r ':r/C
t ,  / \.r'r/i ifiji-r-iza.'';j"an rrr.te ar"r-bhr)r.lzeci J0 hor-irs per

,A

\F) Orc 4.,'-::cr:'. 1''i; -':,1; ot-'.i o:i 
"ot'1'''-i 

1';.-,iorr fol eli.;ht ciayl; ert

). t<) "1 r,
JJr, .  |  /

iA5

1 578
271rlc') pcu::cls
()pof i:.-i,j-oni:l.l

.^A
JJ. ) .  lLrb

t  
^ ^^?nn' l  

i  o l r  aA

no?qnnlaal

hours lrere

due to a nain t::ei::sr,ri.sl;ior'r c]rtr-nlf.:). Tl:c 'brc.nsrrlisr',:Lon cl-rrLnge l,ras
at LS 1OB u:riicr difficu-l-t llj-el-ci cond:L'l.,ior-rs, bu.i, our ruainteili.).nce
cc:L'birru.e to cl t  an e-:cc- ' l - lcn; jo 'b.  I i r .  s ' , r .1. '161' ;  oi  bhig effor l : ,2L!:
fl-':t,rn iranspor'-l,i i1;', 'tpr1 an,.l. cctrlir-.:rtcnt (1 0).

I  F ' \13. \fr) Du-ring ti '.e peri-o,J 2"/ ,)ecurbc.r 'Llrrough 2-) Decc,rbrr ih.e squaCron
r,rn.s irjvol-vecl.:i"n a C.,$ m-i-ss:l.on r,rir:Lch r"esr;r-l-'L,eit j.n'i;wo irj-rc::af-L coning irncler
hcrsi;i-i-e fire i-n ' ': ite lanr-L-'l1ri; zoirre" Cne a:i.rcr';:ft recei-veci clcven irits fron
hostile:[ire. The r-le'ui"j---]-:,; o.i uiti.s-; opcll: 'Lion uilI ]rc repo::-Lcc1 in the ne:rt
ror lor t  (10).

/ , r \
i i ." " (Ll) l)urini; i 'o.rerribc:r' iLrcl. l)ocerilbe:: 'Lh,.l 2Oth Jielicop-l,cr Oqr-redron at
Ucorn ',;as i-nl'o-l-vcd :i-n :.r.n c;,:bensivc clinl;1e-o'vcl of flyin-- pe''scnnel-, d-rr-e to
scl ieduleC roty i ; l ' rns to ' i ; i rc C0i ' lUS, rutc i  t rens- j ]e:" 'of  l r i lots l ,o 'bh. , l  2.1st
Ilcl i-cop'bcr Sqr-';1qi1ei"1 " ihj;: cirali j 'e-over of nj"io'bs j:acL no ac-ivcrse effect on
tL:e atri- l- i 'c'y o.r- ' 'L,l-re 2O'i,hr i le1":i.copbcr rlcl irrd.:ron'i;o accor.irt l- j-sl i "che rnj-ssion at
Udorn (10;.
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.  t .
15" \F) rrllrr ii ' l l icit1"-, hi:s 4t3 IJ::i1.!' hei-,{-cop'i;ers Iriricii a::e ciepJ-o1:efl at Nha
lira.i:Lg, ilarr $cri I'lllu'L a.t:ii lj.:ln ljr: l"lroi;l;, li.-,,ril" .ii'l'onl-,he i;e5inrrin;'; of the
qua"r'ter' rililt 'i:i!-i ic,-l')[ pelfoi'iits;] :,--l:s; irr:i-ti"'iLi:1r ia,lslrj-on ,{iroi;r ]iori lJ'u-rn, It\,'}]. Ihe
brg,.,;es'i, probletn a.b i-ion Tiu,r i;lLs i,hc lacl: of l.ruJ:[j-c:icn'[ ;;r-rnshSps to
61ilsr1u.,L-LcJ-1' 1,er'forrn -blre nj-csion ::.r,-lu-l:r'c,rclij;s anti tJ-Lc 1;:ck oi averilabj-e

ltarl;s, i--o'bli l.jrcr,r,-f i, anri ir"r'irLrreil 'b" Cn 10 Decembei' -i,ire r-nj-*u ch:rngeC-
ope:-r,:-bini; -l-ocalNic.ns'L,o Ril-ri l ' ie Tirout a.n,-i bhe;:-borre 1rsteci probleiils stil1
c;ris'i, (,{ ).

4 . '  /  A \  r r \  -  
-  

.  , .^- t  - . i  ̂ 1 . ,  
. . ,  - .  - . . :i  L)  

"  \P )  l3 rLCCOl: l l - r . . l l j : I  i t , . : : .  -
e( i r ; ' i  6 '^ , , : , '  r ' ' i  - f , l - '  s i . l l  ' /  . ' :2t .  : : i . t . i

1: /^.  /  \

,  i -U(r l l1;rorlr . :1e .-1l l l  i  \ / :  )  .

gie r.i. rii-lxi j.oil; lr .jrr fll;;lii hei j co'p'l,ers are
gu(rri) sj->r i. '75 t:cc\:.t:{, l i lu"ncllors i incl. 'br' len'b;1

1? " 
(l) ' f i ic r-va:Ll-a;:-11.i. L;1 oi I i i l  .!" s i.r s l; j .- l--l cr"j- ' i , j .ciLl, ' f,o accorLi:,1i-sli

ass;i.o,ncC lni.ssions. i l ; j-s estj-rr:;r-bccl -i;h,:r. i f iJlt,ocn hehcopters is a minj-nrirn
to :icc.on1-.-l. j-sh tlre -n1'esen-r1 itf"ssj-oti r*'cr-]ur 1r(jrl icl: l" i,s l, l t.. i ,

i8" (i l) rri l '1 i l l i ,1ii.r1,;r, '-:;-r 'bc,r;-..r icl i-, j-.; i i ir- ' i ,holj.zc'l !otl.r i,5i:; ' ;ts sea,/en Lcvel-,
ut ' i ;he l , j r i lc  o: i - i ,h: i .s ic lor l ; ' i , l re l r  havo f ' :L ' , :c "1. 'c i i - ' t , ts ' i ; i r rcc l -erre- ' l - .  Tne
r.(rr ':rouiieI cluollr : i-I l  .- '1..-r. '  ;:: i-, ' .r;I , J:T;.1 i, i ir,: t).r 'cr.joit 'b mall-n.i.r:r:; i" l -Ci.1'l, i t-f j-ve. .As
a r:r":sul-t, cf .i;irj-s 

i)cj:slrl ilo] pro.i.':il,e :l-"1, z'r:crr:.-i"r'rr-j {-r-n OJi"' ntn a.nri a- srr-pei'rrisor
"co accorrrtrl--i-sh-i;hl sitr;]r:) !ro:r' l i ' l ,hir. 'b girou-i.rl l :r: cl.oner b.v'cni:. T]rj-s recluires
peJ:r:ioilno1 thili, t.rcil"J-c] i1orrrtil,r.ly ol,)eri,'-'Lo j"n ar 3uilc,'rvi.sor'.lrl r:a.paci-1:y awa;r fi'9p
bhc-Lr norr:itl j lbs and r',.;r:trri.r'e s :u-ich rroro eff o:.''b to pe rforr] 'rlle sa;ne a":nount
of uork (5).

/  r i  \'1 9. (U) l '"r. i.nLenuncirl i ,Tu-nii pori", i i i ,- i-ott. j ..s *-l-so a probi-cn Jrec:ir-r,se r,Ior]( altea.s
o-::e loca-bcJ so:le rii s'cei',cc .['r.'oli 'l,iio J'-l..ii h.-'; ].j-,.rc arr'-l rc cl.iii.res nirin'ten,9"rice
personr.Lel to ui;L]] ' ; sor, 'Lc l i: '-;:tancc thus J-r:s:Ln1; vir"luir-ble rniln*hot-rrs, I 'his
lr"oi: l-eln is u.6i;::ava-bcii b;r ' i ; ire ,r, l.cir oj. ' i- 'r.. l  - i,:: inspo:: ' i ,::.-L:i,,:n frori i 2300 irours i;o
O/;00 horirs rl. l . iJ";r ant- c.l l  iL : i ' 'esu]-' i  of i 'ei 'cu-b:l-ni1 'bhe bui rou"i,c to b6e base (S) "

r J:,
2C" \F) Lo;4:i-sl, j-cai- sup;.,o::-1, ltc.s been rnc'i,h,::. '  prol:J-ern. As an e:rarlplc, for
' i , l :.e pcr:Lod, ' i  0ci;ol-re:-' 'bl lroLrglt 12 lJr,:t-:: l lc:r 65,, of -Lh.e : '- ' i ;errrs or-i jerecl r.rere
t1c-LJ-ver.;d" Ihr:: 'csri l-t, l :.Ll ' i , blci:*.o:. 'de;r"s 1,r:ol: frr: i l i  j  Liavo ' 'r) lCi cLavs (5).

tJ\
21 . \f ') . i).trJn,3 ' i ;1tir; 

i ic:, '- i.oil a l-)rct)k:i l  hi:Ls tle.rclo.'re.i" becr-Luli, ir pi-lots l lcin;, '
:--r-;:;,-i.;,iir,C. .irr,. r.o'i; j-"rr-i.1.;t qtirr.'l i-i'''i .'ri j-:r. 'Llrr; illiili'. 0f 1,he pcrsonnel receivecl
e"p.[':rcxi:ttir.'i;c]--'r oi:Lc*i;l:.:id ',,JCrc friil:l )r (t',.1ir.1 :i.fj-ec1 j-n l;]lc i.lj-iiif . llos'b of thc
othi::: pcrsounel hi:"d rl';-i;r:riiod Ct.)'i';l u-1, l.ir-ir'l"bu.::.|; iL-l';, ii'losiclii. ?1e 1;ri:-:Lrri-n3-
i:ha.'b haci l-rec1r :,'eceivec.l. r.ii:sl l:er.Lei';i.cl"l.1 i.ior':evcr', i-i, i,Lr'1 not, pr"ociuce 'L,ire

qul:J..lfrcl-bion: ncceij i i ;; i-r\r j l ,::,: ou"r. ' i j , i l . i '  l t. iss:lon." . i i  ful"-l rei,.or-b of the
'l;ra"j-nj-u.-a lfocesjr-iarJ,.: i-s i ie-lrrt ' ; D:rccat:c:d., "i 'b is:rccoir'rrencleci l, ir i, i ; on] y ful 1".f
q.ual jr--i- i-cd 1O25i) pilo';s i.;e a-ss-i.1gnecr, "c 

' i :,1:i.s oi 'gan1.ri;r" ' i , i ::,n in :[ ir- ' ;ure levi-es.
Or'J-y titeather j-ndoct,rina'i, i-oi: ui--l--l- be ne,r:ossa:'; ' :fo:: 'r, i lose pilo' l;s tha'c arrive
f1-'l-t:z c;it;;!--i-.i':,..:i (rl ) .

22. (U) Firi -l;i'irtsraj-s:;icn 1:ri.-obl,r:r'nf; jral'e ,ierv.ciopr.rd. on bhe ::ro',.r rrrocj-:'i-ficrj LTIiIir
Jrelj.con-i,er, 'l,i:a'b Li;L';r; :i.ns;i,i:.-l,l-ec'i "Liic i.'l*62ii 1::.'lnsce:i-vci. c,,nil t,ire nei,l cc-'t-lins
b-]-;r-,fe 't;;r,.c an'i,l:n.r:i;. i,rs'.:ill--t-;1.';-i.cn or.-i,lrc ::ocf, (n ?.3 jjeccr.rbr.lr a. .'ces'b r,ias
f] ot,"n in the i'li:,:r.',i:rarrg; arr'.:xl. coirrir;-c"t,ed L,;r'Ci,l,ilgb liu::d., neiic'l of -Itv:l-onics for



i--_i . - ..
\L: ! r r , / -aru - ' - . " , -  - . - . . i * , j  j l ,

the 14 iti,tSr I' ir" C, il. rrl 'J.i-.',1r ijnedr-l-, f-l.eld rel,rresen'bliive for the I'ia51ravo:r
Cor,-panrr anri p:J-o'bs i'r:.jor 0l:res'ber llrorrn anrl L-i:. Col.. R. J. t"li-cln;ire. Af-Le::
continued tes;1,lng and s'l,ud1r, e. ltx r,la.s rnaci.e in tire Inpcdance I't-itcl:.5.n;;
Asseribly (ZOL-CI5^379), i?.es'is'bo;: vhj.ch n:'orluces mnt',ciun.g devia'tion to the
RT-622. ifire vLl-ue of 1t-15 ua-s cl:im3e,i-'i:o 100 oii-rns. ,lfter freqttent radj-o
checks'bhi-s coryect-l.o:r'l ' i:s in::r'ol'ed irj ' i raciio ti 'ansmission by a eonsirlerable
arno-ult. ;1111 1;16 TJi{1.T ai-rcra.ft cn s';rrtion r.r-si.ir3- '';}ic 

"T-622 Fl'i ra<lio are
being r,rocU-f ieC'.+i th tho ner+ I l -36:: 'esj-s-L,or on orr: t r .SAP basis.  Thorefo::e,  the
norma_1 pl,i 'bac-tical- f1eqlcncj-es uj.--1.-1 l:e aveij."l-able t,o'l;hc piJ-o'ts on L'l-l1F

,  t^ t  \
2r^ l :  

^^h1'6 'ad 
|  |  |  ,

r ! \ / r !vvvvvJp \  |  ,  / .

23 " 
(U) On 2) Ilecc:Lrbcr c- rnesisaire Jlr:orl 1,i,!:.1'ti r.ras ::ecoj-rred- rihich ga',re

sneni C' i  r l ins- l - , r ' i rei ; ' inr s lor ehnnri i .  '  
'L j tc r , r i r ' - i .nr i -n bhe r iocl j - f ie i1 l l l i l I l ls

-_--  i . )  - -_ 
_

egr.ripped if,-th ':. '/r0,.1'i -i-nsball:ri:j-c:r pr'cb!-el:t aud. gs..rc Frcper T;rC.ill magnebi-c
bei:"ri-ng j.ncljca.ij-,:n on 'cjre nurnl-,cr 1 ltccrll.e. Those a.irc::i,.-fi; reitire<l a::e
r, 'n-;. '- i r,1 .. ny'1-.nol.J -r ancl t jte f e-,; if:., 1'- f: '_:: i-s bein3 t '-t lCCrI-rc-r.. i;te,l 6y1 all LffClt;r .

Tiger .i.r i:olec'L ,:.-! ::c:::r.f ' l-, on i l"u it, l j l ;J") bri is:i. l ,r (11).

2*.. @ lhe bi:;,;e.:; i., ni 'c;l- iJein di:::: i- i i ,r, ' i . , i i-Ls i:criori rrl,.s a- 1li l l 'r,;1.'percent loss
in tlpa_l _i-f icd 1:crsonrr:l-, l ;:.; i_n,ri.r1-; i-n 1:.. ' i ;c, ScI. ' ' i ;ei:,r-eri;).rou;.h 'Lhc end o.l
l lnrr l r ' ' i . r : r r .  _ ' l ] r r , r :  r . ror . .  r - r ' . - ' l  . :  n. . ' , -1 r . : - i '1 1" r .6 - '^ ' . ,  1 ;  i - i  - ' , r  ' .C:SC:n;f  Cl .  -1, ] :a b af f iVe i  inr . rvvur ' :v\ . , .L .  .Lr- i r r_ ! /u-L ' ;  I  r / f ) -L! : \ , :  f  t r - -  L 'ar  LJr.r . ' ] .

early iiovcrnbe:: throu;,;ir lJu:cilr,',.be:r. i 'n.l-ess act:Lou is taken -i;o increase l,tre
inveirto::-w o.i ti-l.o'i;s rnd r-ircraiJ;'l;irc 1;.,: 'ol;J-cns lr:i--i -l- aI,,'-r:in be encorulUered

I t \
:Ln -ri!pf:-_r- AnCt L -Lf llr I .

r  . l t25 " \F ) llecor.rmendocl sohrb-i ons :

a. Sil JiO.i)' 56 si:LouLl-,ri i.n"ci'cr,rsc l.ss:i ;iner.l ri:lrclaf't to iif.l-i,een i-n
/ ,  \

.Lre0I lLal l , r  \ l t .  l .

l:. C.un coirpcncn-Ls 3i16i gm-1:!,yrncn1: r'rhcu p:ovirrerl '.:j.l--i -:ncrcasc glrnshj-p i
Cajlr.Cr-r,)r \4./. j

e. . l"ncrr:asc 'bire nunllc:: of r,rn,'.t cctl l: i- ltrcd i ' . i ::criLi, ' t 'bo eighteen or Inore 1
r . r - i  ' ;  i r  r \ " .^ ' { : ' ' i  

- i  
nnt .  *- i  I , ' , - r -  ,  .1 I  zr . '1.66" : ,m-f : f j " f f ; - l -  ( /*) ." : ' - - . - '

Tra:i-ning ilt a :re.r zorle t'-s e:l;lrci., '.cl;r li; '.7,r.,1'i":sr-r-s ir.n,l ,,lal-;t,cfu-r of assi3necl
ai-r'cra.il'b rr-nd i-.ersonnerl . 1i'ie aiciit;:i-ono--l- rLiss-Lon ::cc,1u:i-ret,'-ents at fan Son
ii.hut i::;s rec:u:l-rcd-'blie r,r-se oi onc a-r-rc:rr.f-l; a"nC -bl::.::ee riual-lfietl pilots for
proper coircrafle. Iieco::rnencl-bira-i;-i;l ie n:'i.ssion a'L Tein ljon liirut be discon-
t in,_red or perf 'crncci  i ,y. f - i - : : , : r l  r r : .ni : ; i . rcz.t . l .b for f i__Ln:rrns. Also assi i rr  one
add.i.tional- IITI- /8 to 'bltc r,i:: i'esciler iLe'bi,r.ciil,;reill; at ila,n Scn l'ihr-r-b 'bo carry out
tire l,TF rr;,-1u-i;."encnt (/r).

^/  
/ '?\25" (U) As a crvj-c ac'Lj .on pro.;cc'b t i rc 2Ol ir  l {c ' l iccpter Squadron is presont-

.'y sui)r-ro1'1;!rg a l,epcrr CoJ.oirl- near iion-Lr"ua, Rlri.. Each rnan j-n'bhe scuadron hr,Ls

',,rrj-tten io an organiza'L:Lon in bhe Uni"l,cd Sl,a-Lr:s o.sldn"g fo:: inaterial
donirtic.,rrs" iJhen 'i:hcse i-';cras lrr. r'ece:Lver], +"irey ld'll. ?-,c i ' ivclr l,o the Lepro-
saniu:it. F:blic ','iorlls consl'l,r"u-c-i,ion ancl- var-ior,-s odC j.:bs a-Torrncl th.cr colony
has alsc ber:n acccinpl-5-shcr1 . In l,lre fu'i;ure r'le nlan to establish a cirric
acLj-on i t ro jec 'L near j iha , l : " r .n1; , . l ;u ' ;  et- l l lc  prcscn' t 'b i : , ,e:ro sui ta.ble project
has been stari;ci in bhr:'i, a.lea (6).

{ : ' - : ' . i - i . : - - \ :  : " . .  ^ . . - . "  . .
- . ! . . '  

J ' , , '  ' i .  !  : - ' ,1; ' j j ' -

. - i , . . . . . . . . r  . , .  , "  , ' -  ' , '  -
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27. ( tr)  Ctr 20 l love:. t t -cr,  f ive l , l l1 l '  hcl icicopters fr611 tt5t1 fl ight were enroute
*^ l{^r rft'r.r plll\i ri^'.2'^---irro*a1" j;r.7^fVe ni-]-eS npfth Of }Jinh I{Oa, RV}], SSgtvv J.vtr  +qrr t  ruvrv.  4r j /Prv! ' - r - r .eLwvr-J

Bru:rs sta'bcd to lb.jor i,j-\rorrnorc'blra'I, soirietiring hacl fo.ll-en from the Arnry
helicopier tiiat l/as in r-Lel,'. Sltorily ef'bc:' 'thc si-gl:tingi a i'iayday r..'s.g
received frorn'iljlu.e S'bc.r 750 ster-i:i-ng tlia-b he ]re.d a"r-rt,o::otated into a-n insecure
area. l'iornet fi.ight tu:'nccl around in1:l upon tlLerr arriva-l- tire dolnred" oil-ot
e-'l-ec'bec1 to s';a;' ',, ' it], ]ri-s eircrr.ft, 'I ' l Le ir.ro gr:nsh.i.ps vrent i-n to provicle
cl-osc fire si:.p-::orl ancl i;l;c fJ.i-1-h'i; s.c'be... r-s a r,r-clio rc1a1" fr:,r aFproxim,.lte1y
^.^^ 1.^. .-  *^--*.r- : - . ! -- ' - - .  r^ r ,n.ren.rnlr ]  . i r l . ,cd qncl t l rc aircrafr ;  to bcl ,11V I IU!U, _P9l l t+V'r i f l l '  

MULLV UtJ IJG cVVU.r"- iJaJ-Jrr \ tu s

recovered.. Tiranl:s r/as l"ccciveci, o.rc:: tltc rc.d-io: fron ,irrnl' p.ersorure-l- on
/* \tnc scenc ( / i .

2.$. (li) Flf't:f-four rrrj-.r l.ccia-l-s ar:ri sc.,;erlLeen l)istinS,uisi:edi :'1;ain3; C::osses
r.rere alrard_ecl dur'-i-ng 'l;itis i,c:"i-orj.. iii-i;h't, l-rr,'Crs r..ie1.e al.iarde.j for onc rn-lssion,
Tne rnj-ssion invoiveci -b'"ro Gr.'eeir riolncu lr-ri:ti i i l i i ls frcrtrrii l fl igirt to'provide
ci-ose i',ir su1-riro:.'-L for ir-n r:r:ril.r lr; L:i. 't, ciri*i;ed',.riblt hos'i;:Lle forccs. Upon ..
arr:i-',"al at'i;ire sc"nc, ' '; ':ra-i Ie?.irri:C'1;l:1.'L-i;hc irr":ny uni-'i, ha.-l bscn cut in ha1-f
&n-rl l,irls i-n grea'b r-iiLl:3i:r of irc:Lirl ov!)t'r'ult. Ilo::etlarncr'L to e:rlect heav;;
r : . t^ntrnr l  f - i i .a l r r l l  , t loqr i - l ' .n r  . - , :v, . -  la ' . r  r ' - i ' l  inr '  - i - . l tor" : r r .n i l r .  r rn:1^xr lc,r1 f '  '

tlrrcrr:.i:lh in-Letrsc grot.'lrr f-1.r'e in a sil,cccss:ir-'-L a'l'!;cnr)'; lro i:;'errent the hos'bile
.iorcos frort co:-rpletcj-;' c'i.:c'b:'o;;i..r;:. -Lrrc i 'rj-cur].l-y-rur-i'1. Af bcI e4fendinf all-
their roclie'bs €incL mos1, of i,hei.r'elDnrurj--u-i.cn't irelr \rol-Lu^:tec,rcd bo narh lsror,in
r rn.r . j ' ia.r , r i - - l r r :^^^ ' i ' l ' i -onC t . : : 'b l t ; : io l ;c l - r r r j l  , j r ( ,1es nn' l - ,hnJ' ,  l : " t . r ' l r r i .1rr  r i ' i i l  ls  eof f lc lr  - r '  vr--r t1 r !  |  L '  p

el.'l-ronc-L titeir oldrlncc ',"'j-'l;hori.'i.; onrian;ic.r'-i.rrg 'i;hc friendl-i,'uri'{r. Titeir nanos
a.re l-i-sted as .ic-]-j-o'.rs :

J.!T j oi.' .iJon;l iirLr-Ln A. i,ia bson
Cal-bain .l'o;rai- il. 1'os-l,er, Jr.
Ca.ir'i:r.-,"i-n iiobcr l, Il. 'S'i:ror:rl
Cap'i;,:r.l-n .iid.rl,:,:-rcl. r^,.. i}:r.::rg
;1Sp;'l,,lori,.rc:r-'t; I-,. Co:.rirer.
iillg'i; Clir.r..l-cr; lI" .il-l_j-ot-b
i'r'i C .Ici'r;;- l-. tsr:rcirfreici
rilC j',-1-elxic.l R. Iia-1l (ii)

)c ( .4 TT- i i1 l r rcte / .  \ f  /

Uoirs fl-cr+n - ' i i '2.5.C

l:fLss-i-on{i frr,r-giic:1 - '1/A
iiort:ics f "l or,in -- Z"i'i;a
Pas;;engcrfr - 3':',28,
C: ' . r6o ( 'boirs) -  6t .r3t :7, .
Rourr-ls a::::u-r:rit--on cr:i,-endcct * ?-/.at,'. O (7.(,2)
Rockeis e::rpendercl - jC3
;,:,.ii al-er1, ltori-rs - 0

, 1l;pe Sor-'.bj-cc : .!:,'1q!1..jgiij-qStZ-!*e.{S.
fnfi-].s = 10/:.
rJ:':i 

-1--l-S 
= | rJ /

Visi-',a.'l rtlecon = 6(>
Ar:li;;.' Jiir.se Dcfe-.trse = 21
ilriiO ,noriclt an.'il = l!5'l

T'.'r:e So"'r-ties : lp_Aryifc-il. j€.-1..1*Q!1!rq.l::-
J.ll-L 'l ,r_ 5 = | /i ,

'  
' -  i - , "  ,  

- " ' ' . - '  -  
:1 i  " ;or '

ffi



,n\l- .:-:-r-:\r] ;-,:1....] ir!

ffi

. : i l l ' ! . -LtS 
-  

, : , ' - l

i/j"sr:al )lecon 
- 7/+

,'rrin;;' Suppoi'l i :: 420
TifC :i,oveiren't, = 3?7
A"gS1,:no::- , "=j / t t
l'leii .ii,'a.c = 5
Tl/r ' r ' t  -  l ' fn
, t  uL --  i ,1-L '

rlircra:i'c eJLd. {r.l'-rcrelr a-b.;lo.n iie i'iLo'.i-l; ij.re o1l 2{- hor-u: Groi,nd;1,-1-ert, 15 l,lin
I 'es. j . )once. J lpr- , roxin: i i i ;e G., :cr-nci  i i ' lcr ' ' 'c  rxr ' - l .c : r - i ;h1s 9r l -1C.hoi i rs ( lZ1 Ol) .

3A, (i;) Id:l i-ect' lvc 1 j.rnir:e;'y t963 f '- l- j- i,;r^tc ItErr 
, 

tttt l  
-n' i 

rrl l tr locatecl ai
U.;icrn liTJti'l i,'i-11- be ::cricsi-;;u:lt,:il i,'li.gil''' rl,i[1 

, 
ri !rr 'r.itd rrClr . Il]-iflh'b rrllrr r"lil-1.

l :ecor,re f l ightr :  r r l ) ' r ,  r r i i l r r  : : .nci  t t r ; i l  3p t i rc sano t1.ate (q)"
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?a!h HAp-qp!'er_$spd,r0n

(U) During the quar|er,  Lt"  Col- ,  John M. SLeen rerr laced Lt.  Col.

iohn W. Anr.inon is-'commander of the 2obh, The change of conrnand took place

in Octoher when Colonel A:lidon 1,ras reassiened to the 7O3rd PACAF Supnort

Souadror. . ,  Shaw AFB, S.C. (22)

( 4.\ T-), r ri 
- - 

+- h6 h^ - -: 
^A 

,i l . 'r ; ..1.. + 
"..L.i ^t\p, ,  ut l r l r rF v l rv l ,vr+vq, 4 rJ-rE.rrur , { r r {vrr  WaS ]-OCated at  Tan SOn NhUtt

was sen'h to Udorn RTAFB and three Cil-3C aircraft were transfemed to the

21st Heliconter Squadron a.'b Nakhon Phanom RTAFB, Thailand" Four alrcraft

were scireduled to be transferreclo but one was dela..red due to extensive

repair requirements, In arldition, 15 personnel wez'e transferred frorn the

20th to the 21st Helicopter Souadron: nine pilots a,nd si:< malntenance

r:eople.

/ .{\
\F) On Norrember 8o E Fl-ipht at I'Jira Trans assumed the forincr rnission

of A Fl*i.eh'b at Tan Scn \Thr:tr which i s iire 647O* Reconnaissance Squadron

courier and a secondary rnission of VIFr util ity ard rescue. Therefor.e,

the pre"^eni mission of E Ffi.eht is unconvenbional lvarfare, recor,naissaJrce

fi-lm courier, base defense, SA.rnI trainino, logis'bical sunport 6f USAF

units or U.S. sponsored acl , i r r i t , ies (D.4SC Alphar Special  Forces-Recondo,

Market Tj-'ne: IiOi( Fcrces), psvchological warfare ancl transportatj-on of VfPs.

E Fh-ghLrs prj-narr opera'tion rein-ains hish:Lv classified.

rJt(FJ T'ire nril:ary opc,raticn c.f ijravcr, Charlie, a'd Dclta Flip]rts was

contj-mraLtj-on of the supporb of USAF Oi:eral,ions ancl controlJ-ed American

sources (CAS). .A.s noied in the Sep+r,ember 1967 renor'r,, 'b,he 20th l{elicopter

Squadron was re]-i"evecl of the SAlt effort and no suTlnort was reouested or

nrovideC Curing the quarf;er"
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One aircraft received 11 hits from hostile fire. Full details

on this operation were not avai-lable thj-s reoorting neriod. (23)

(u) EiehC'DFCs were awarded to t'nio Green Hornet crews whi.le supnort-

5-ng an Arty unit. The mission involved tlro zunships from E Flieht. Upon

arrival at the scene, they learned. that the Army unit had been cut in half

and was ln great danqer of being overrun. Forervarned to expect heave grround

fire and desplte a very lor,u ceiling, the Rrnsirips made repeated firing

passes throueh infense grouncl fire in a sLrccessful attempt to prevent the
I

hostile forces from completely destroyino the friendly unlt. After expend-

ine a1l thei.r rockets and most of their anrmunition, they voluntgered to

mark known unfrj-endly posiLions with smoker grenecles so that arriving A-LEs

could expend their ordnance without endanAering the frj-endly forces.

(U) i During the period, UF-lFs f] erv 1r?26 hours tn 7]-:2 rai-sslons,

while transportinq 3,,338 passenB:ers and firing 241,000 rounds -of 7.62 an-

munition.

(U) CH-3Cs were in the air LrZl+6 hoursr &nd. transporbed 3,310

passensers ancl 237 t ,ons of carso whi le f l r i .ng L.773 sort ies. (21+)



2.4

(U) E Fl-iqht has 13 UH-IF helicopters which are deployed at Nha

Traner_Tan Sony* and Ban l.{e Thout, RVN. When the period beean, E Fllcht

was nerforrning its'primary mission from Kontum. The biegest problem at

Kontun was the lack of sufficient zunships to adequately oerfor:n the nrission

requ:irements and the lack of avaiJable parts for both aircraft and armament.

O: December 10 the unit chaneed operatj-ng locat'lons to Ban Me Thout, but

was still faced with the same problerns.

(U) To accompli.sh their assigned nr-i-ssions, E Flieht helicopters are

equipped with six J.62 tnj..n:-guns, six 3.75 rocket launchers and twenty M-50

rnachine guns.

/ r r \ The bigeest problem during this period was 5O percent loss in

qualified personnel, beginn:ing in late September through the end of Novenber.

They we::e replaced w'ifh unquplified nersonnel who aryived in early Ncnrember

through December. Unless action is taken to increase the inventory of pilots

and aircraft, the problem r,rill aeain be encountered in Aprj,l and May.

(/) Two aircraft inciclents of ndt3lte importance occurred this

ouarber. One r+as at Lfura Site 108 (LS) when a main trans;n:ission chanEe

was required. The chanse was accornplished at LS 108 under difficult field

conditic'ns, In sunport of the effort, 24rL hours were flcrr^rn transporting

men and. equi-pment.

($) fhe other occurred during the period December throuBh December

29. Ai 'bhat tinne the squadron was involved in tlre CAS nr:ission which resulted

in two aj.rcraft cornins under host,i l.e fi-re in a landj-ng zone.
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HOW THE "GREEN HORNETS" OF THE 2OTH SPECIAL OPERATIONS SOUADRON

G0UERI1Y I0 CAI'|B0
rcxti,iaaru,-* " ,*+i.""'- irl', 1i

rTaHE cchvrjvA accords ol 1954 forbadc rhe US and i ts SEATO
I al l ics to stat ion forces in Laos. and the 1962 Gencva
ccords realhrmed thc US observance of Laos' and Cam-

bodia's neutral i ty. Horvever, conl l ict within Laos brouqht a
arked US response - confining the growine gueri l la war

inside South Vietnam's borders proved to be an impossible
lask rvithout conducting operations within neutral rcsions.

tcn,  these act iv i t ies erupred into major combat act ions
hich proved di l icult  to suppress from a rvatching world.
ventual ly, President Nixon rvould admit that thc US was, in

act, conducting rvarf irre outside of Vietnam in response to the
reased communist usc of Laos and Cambodia tor bascs and

ppiy l ines into South Vietnam.
As ear ly as 1958, the South Vietnamese govcrnment
ounted unconvcntiontl  warthre forays against the com-
unists as a countcrmeasure. In 1960. the CIA received

uthorisation to operate in Laos to strengthen Laotian forces,
t thesc cfforts were largely unsuccesslul and Iatcr that year,
mbers of t l -re Spccial Forccs entcred Laos. Thc CIA receivcd

urther perntrssion in l96l  to assist  the South Vietnamese rn
:onductins covert opcrations in North Vietnam and Laos -
nd the South Victnamese govcrnment added Cambodia to
hL'se i r r r i tngcments.  for  good measure.  Also that vcar.  the US
ir  Force establ ishcd scr,eral  buses in northcrn Thai lancl .  in

Junctron wirh SEATO cxcrciscs dcsi_sncd to c i isplay a show
f  fbrcc jn the rcgion. Sixtce n Sikorskl , ,  IJ-34 hci icopte rs wcrc

he Vietnam war continues to provide aviation
istorians with a variety of highly interesting
counts of the many units that operated covertly

hroughout the conflict- Noteworthy among them
as the 20th Special Operations Sguadron (SOS),

knorpn as the "Green Hornets", which had
distinction of being the only combat helicopter

in the US Air Force- Officially released
ions of the Green Hornets' history claim that

unit engaged in classified psychological
'are (psywar) operations- Relying upon

ailable references and the personal accounts of
icipants, Wayne Mutza shows that this was

t quite the truth. ln reality, the 20th SOS served
as the exclusive air arm of Special Forces

SF, "Green Berets") units that conducted
rreptitious operations inside the borders of
tions declared off limits by virtue of neutrality-

among the matcrials del ivered to thcse bases, lor onward
distr ibution to Laotian lorces to hclp prcvcnt communist
dominat ion.

In February 1964, Mi l i tary Assistancc Command -
Vietnam ( lv lACV) in i t iatcd i ts Studics and Observat ions
Group (better kno'"vn as Special Operations Group or SOG) to
handic thc broad mission of cl irndestinc operations in the
dcnicd arcirs of Laos and Cambodia - and a fcw months later,
such missions into Laos gained President Johnson's approval .
The stage lvas thus set lor what would become a vast secret
netrvork oi highly trainecl teams which pcnetrated Laos,
Cambodia (af ter  ear ly 1970),  and even North Vietnam. These
projccts. undertaken by SF under the lvlACV-SOG umbrel la,
were primari ly fbr reconnaissancc, but also included POW
rescue. dorvned aircrew rccoverv. assassinations, bomb
damage assessnrent (BDA ). prisoner snatches, sabotage
and tapping enemy communications. Missions rvere often
launched from FOBs (Forward Operating Bases) in Vietnam
end US air  bases in Thai land.

i \ i r  support  Ibr  SOG opcrat ions in i t ia l ly  took thc f  orm of
VNAF H-i4s.  US Army UH-ls and USAtr hxed-wing
rrircrul '1. , \ i r  tr i rnspurt in Laos rvas accomplished by crvi l ian
contract"  mainly thc CIA air  arm known as Air  Amcrica.  Later
rn thc rvar. USAF hel icopters regularl l ,  f lcr,v missions in Laos
ro aLrqmcnt . \ i r  Amcrica and the oi icn inadcquatc hcl icopter
lorccs of  thc Laot ian govcrnment.  In most SOG opcr l t rons,
, f lL:atl ing pitoto i .1 Bell UH'l17 oJ the )arh .Special ()perutiotts

.\quttt lrort rtactr Tun.Son Nhut .1ir Ba.se, l ' [etncttn. in St:ptentber ]968.
i Bclow ) t lnotlrcr 1968 photo of u 20th SOS UH- I F.

.:. - -...:-r.4.* ."xjj{ isir,
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This Bell UH-lP (65-7935 ) has auniversal mountfor its cabingunbut without the dust shieldon tlrc outcrface.The Sugamintounl is hinge-ftrcdlo llte

forward end of the universal mount. The boonr marking inclttdes a Merican clnractcr "sn'atting" the hornel. (Photo via Bob Chenoweth.)

helicopters proved superior to f ixcd-rving transports, pushing
the transport hcl icoptcr to the forcfront in the special air
warfare sccnario.

Organisation and background
The Air Force had recognised thc hel icopter 's worth during
thc ' f i f1ies. when i t  lormed a transport hel icopter force.
Disbanded in 1956 whcn deemed unnecessary, this force gave
rvair to hel icopter air l i l t  provided by ground forccs. I t  wasn't
unti l  1962 that the Air Force again displayed an incl ination
towards possessing an autonomous transport hel icopter
capabil i ty. This rccommendation, bascd on thc u,orsening
situation in Vietnam, stcmmed from the fornration of a
counter- insurgency (COIN) force trained specif ical ly for night
penetrat ions and support olSF and fr iendly gueri l las in South
East Asia. Desiqnated the 4400th Combat Crew Training
Squadron (CCTS), and nicknamed "Jungle Jim", thc unit  w:rs
replaced by the Special Air Warfare Ccntcr (SAWC) in Apri l
1962, which becamc responsible for  t ra in ing the "Air  Com-
mandos". The SAWC yieided thc 606th Air Commando
Squadron (ACS), rvhich rvas scnt to Nakhon Phanom (NKP)
Air  Base in Thai iand in 1966. This was a composire unir
designcd to augment and train the Thais in COIN activi t ies,
al though l i t t le t ra in ing rvas actual ly donc. Among the uni t 's

i i rcraf t  inventory werc a number of  new Bel l  UH- lF "Huey"
l iel icopters rvhich perforn.red a varicty of missions in Thailand
and Li los. including civi l  act ion and support of thc Thai Army
anci Border Patrol Pol ice. Some cargo swapping and a lew
cxtnr rnarks on the map cnabled the hel icopters to trade
missions with Air Amcrica - crews in civi l ian clothing olten
f iy ing "stcr i le"  missions into Laos. The US. convinced that
reports and some radar tracks of unidenti f icd aircraft over
Thailand indicatcd the prescncc of North Victnamcse rn-
trudcrs. beefed up i ts night intercept capabil i t ies. using 606th
hcl icoptcrs as training targets. While in Thailand. the Huey
pilots heard rcports of communist hcl icoptcrs rcsupplying
troops in northcrn Thai land at  n ight rv i thout l ights.  One
exubcrant i{uey pi lot wirnted to irrterccpt thcrn and then to f ly
alonssiclc and shoot them down or {1y abovc thcm and drop
chains into their  rotors!

Whcn the US sovernment decidcd that thc Thais should
hundlc thcir  orvn sccur i ty dut ics.  thc 606th Hucvs were
translcrrcd to Victnam in June 1967. where they jo ined thc
Sikorsky CH-3Cs, dubbed "Big Char l ics".  of  the 20th
Hcl icoptcr Squadron at  Tan Son Nhut Air  Basc. Est lb l ishcd
crn 3 C)ctober 196i ,  the 20th Hel icopter Squ:rdron uscd l4 CH-
3Cs lbr art i l lery support.  medevoc rnd recovery ol downed
light rLircr ir f t .  Trvo r: f  thcse aircraft rvere movcd to NKP in
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F-ebrr-r irry 1966, where thcy formcd the "Pony Express"
clctnchmcnt conclucting covcrt missions in Ltos tnd Thailand.
In Jr-rne. thc l0th t ransfcrrcd to Nha Trang. rvhcrc i ts rdle in
Llnc()nvcntir)nlr l  wl lr farc gaincd rnotncntum aficr a brief
t la in ing pcr i r - rc l  nnd l ink-up with SF. Possibiv thc rcason
bchind thc LjH- l  nrovc to Victnanr wus thi l t  thc Air  Forcc
contr icutcci  nothing and thc 

- \ rnry ' thcrcforc 
wlnted ancl

crpccte d to havc al l  thc avai lablc Ui l -  ls .
r \ lso locatcd at  Nha Trang rvas thc pxront uni t .  thc l - l th Air

Comlnando Wing. rv l r ich comprisct l  l2 spccial  opcrat ions
sclr"ruciror.rs,  o i -  rvhich onlv thc lOth uscd hei icoptcrs.  UII- l
strcngth rvas brought Lrp to l5 aircral- t  in Junc 1967 and a
scgmcnt oi ' thc uni t  r ,vas re-cstabl ishod at  Udorn . , \ i r  Base in
' l -hai land in iVIay I968 rv i th severai  UI I - is  l ' rom the purcnt uni t
soon acidcd.

tBelov') The Krtntwn For*'urdOperatin.q Bu.sc / FOB) in,)lurch 1968.
'l-hi.s w'as u prinarv launching bu.re for Spet:ral Iorce.s tedn$ operdting
into Laos untl Cumboclia.'Ihe nine Hue1.s tisible w'ere Jronr the l89th
.,lHC, on rolutitsrutl dltt)) to as_.ti-tj ,cross-border operoliott. ( I'lrcto Bob

Jlculbruntr. )
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DLlr ingumaintenanc'eoverhaul ' t l teUH.IPser iu l63' ]3 l63[u. \ repai |1I . 'd intheLrS,IF' .s.standart tSE'1
green ontitrcd. It is seen here at Cam Ranh IJav in 197 ! - conrpurc t,ith the regular three-!ona .echen 

" 
iho"rrn below,. ( photo Ton, Hj,rri,r. )'
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(.4bove) A twin-engined UH-lN versionof llrc Iluev u! Cam Runh Bat-in late .197 l, carrf itg LALt-59i8 rocket pocls,with mini-guns srow,ed in rhe cargocabin.(PhotoTomHun'sen.)(Below)AnSoG|eantIeal ,esa' .Green.Horne|, 'UHtNif | ; j : .mi . ,ssi tst t . . .Thisair , i , : i i , t ' , ' :q, . i ip i i

w,hich utilise.s rV60D machinc gun.s on tintlt po.st rttourtti. (photo yiu Bob Chenoieth.l
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bove) One of the "Green Hornet" UH-l Ps in February l97l with the
lU-2BlA mini-guns and later style homb racks. ( Photo Jim Ball.)
elow) One of the original 20th SOS pilots, rVaj Tom Garcia (lower'elow) One of the original 20th SOS pilots, rVaj Tom Garcia (lower
i ) tvith a Opical SOG team (four indigenous Vietnamese and two US
.sonnel) alongside a "slick" UH-lF. Rope ladders and body armour
tes are visible on the cabinfoor, and the infantry-type M60s fastened
the doorway have metal rods attached to the barrels lo prevent them

beingfred into the aircruft. ( Photo Tom Garcia.)

.. | .+{r - "a ..- '' r.

) A Bell UH-1P with transmission cowling rentoved,.shotving a
-.shot L,1U-591.4 rockcr pod.su.speruled rtn un X.\[-]56 ntount
y visible is the 0'3Tin 1'7,62-mm1 nini-stutsto\'((/ in tlrc cabin

/  Photo Boh Clrcnoreth. l

,l

Throughout i ts l i fet ime in SEA, the 20th SOS was frequently
segmented into detachments which operated from locations
such as Kontum and Ban Me Thuot, thereby making i t
difficult to ascertain exact dates that aircraft operated from
certain areas. For some t ime, the Huey section of the 20th rvas
cal led "E Fl ight". On I August 1968,.the 20th Helicopter
Squadron was renamed the 20th Special Operations
Squadron, concurrent with the l4th ACW redesignation to
l4th Special Operations Wing (SOW). The 20th rvas relocated
to Tuy Hoa AB on 5 September 1969 while the l4th SOW
moved to Phan Rang AB. In September 1970 the "Green
Hornets" made a final move, this time to Cam Ranh Bay,
where the unit remained unti l  de-activation in March 1972.

Some of the pilots who were tasked for duty with the 606th
ACS at NKP, Thailand, forsix months, volunteered to go with
the unit to Vietnam. The original six olthese were sent to Nha
Trang in spring 1966, while vacancies were filled with Thai-
based CH-3 pi lots whose lack of Huey experience sometimes
compromised high r isk missions. The UH-1 pi lots were highly
experienced, having f lown UH- I Fs at missi le bases in the US.
The 20th SOS lost i ts f i rst pi lot KIA (ki l led in act ion) in the
first lew weeks oloperations, on 3l March 1967.

In December 1967, a second Sikorsky unit,  the 2lst
Helicopter Squadron, using the improved CH-3E, set up shop
at NKP, from where i t  placed seismic sensors, conducted
roadwatch inf i l t rat ions, and later launched team insert ions for
MACV-SOG. In the summer of 1969, the "Pony Express"
CH-3s were absorbed into the 2lst ,  whi le the UH-ls assigned
to the unit joined the others with the 20th in Vietnam.

Nlissions of the 20th SOS
After the f irst hel icopter inf i l t rat ion in May 1965, SOG rapidly
expanded i ts area ofoperations during 1966 trnd, '67 - so far,
in fact, that the reconnaissance teams soon could no longer use
their maps showing borders del iberately posit ioned larther
west. By 1967 , nearly 300 patrols had been launched into Laos,
as well as more than 80 larger forces to "exploit" targets
uncovered by the reconnaissance teams. Early that year,
MACV overrode the US government policy of not violating
Cambodia's neutral i ty and began missions across i ts border.
Intelligence gathering "across the fence" remained oI
paramount importance and soon became standard procedure.

Init ial ly, the "Green Hornets" hel icopters were pressed into
service, along with VNAF H-34s of the 2l9th Helicopter
Squadron and Army UH- 1s, as troop carr iers and gunships for
reconnaissance teams. The 20th SOS quickly adapted to i ts
ner,v COIN r6le and soon became the preferred support unit
for SF operations across the borders. Rapport between the
two was keen, mainly because of the high r isk of operations,
rvhich required precision teamrvork and speed. During the
.greater part of i ts career. the special i ty and primary mission of
the 20th SOS was inf i l t rat ion and exfi l trat ion of SF teams in an
operational area in Laos known as "Prair ie Fire", which
covered the vast Ho Chi Minh Trai l  network. lVl issions into
Cambodia were cal lcd "Daniel Boone". Al l  personnel in-
volved in nissions functioned "steri le", meaning that gear,
weapons, clothing and even the hel icopters, in the event of
capture, could not be I inked to US origins, lest an international
incident were created with evidence of warlare being con-
ducted beyond neutral boundaries. "Black" became a byword,
used in reference to mission detai ls; "black" missions were
supported by unmarked aircraft cal led "Blackbirds", etc.
Although Washington tacit ly approved, the mounting of such
missions was publicly denied by the US and South Vietnamese
governments. To this day, the di lemma of POW/MIAs in Laos
remains a sensit ive issue.

The first SOG teams in Laos quickly wore thin the element
of surprise. As missions escalated in number and strength, the
teams often became the prey in deadly manhunts. Missions
were assigned by MACV-SOG and usually were flown by four

i:"J
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The UH-l P shown in close-up at the foot of the opposite page is here seen receiving further attention from a ground crewman. The rocket pod, stoved
mini-gun and dual UHFIVHF antenna are all visible. ( Photo via Bob Chenoweth.)

gunships, a command aircralt .  a rescue aircraft and the
reconnaissance team transport.  Later. smaller f l ights of four
UH-ls were used. and these always worked in pairs to co\er
one another. On an intel l igence mission, the idea was to insert
the team as unobtrusively as possible. have them do thc work
and set out again in one piece. In i t iat ing,  encouraging, or in
any way provoking contact with the encmy was a bad idca.
since the odds heavi ly fbvourcd thc enemy. Gett ing thc teams
in rvas relat ively easy. as there was t ime for careful planninu
and aerial reconnaissancc of the LZ ( landing zone). IJsual ly
consist ing of two Americans and tbur indigenous troops, the
teams spent a nraximum of f ivc da.v-s in the jungle. Whilc on

patrol,  they had an apti tude for attract ing trouble and the
extraction often became a big production. Once the team was
"in", i t  was standard procedure for the same hel icopters to
stand by at the ncarest base for the extraction. An FAC
(Forward Air Control ler) usually worked the mission and,
i f  necessary. could muster up heavv air support to cover a
pick-up.

"Green Hornets" f lew in loose formation. with the gunships
providing cover. To mask an insert ion, they touchcd down in
several locations, with only one aircraft deposit ing x team.
Another techniquc rvas to have a f l ight in trai l  formation f lying
low over the LZ - the lead Huev thcn drooocd down to

Itubttuull.y' ntuirttuinetl untter opert skie.s. ( Photo via Bob Citt'ntnreth. )
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A UH-lN operaring at Cam Runh Bu_y'in 197 I reveols.flot ornrour pluting instulled in rhe chin bubble. ( Photo Tom Hun.sen.)

t the team while the others f lerv slowly overhcad. As they withcring cnemy f ire. One gunship was shot down in the mel6e
, the insert ion aircraft l i t ied to rcjoin thc procession at and Fleming was awarded the Medal of Honor. The next day

rear, giving the impression that the f l ight had not altered i ts his wingman was shot down, but Flcming and his crerv rescued
ttern. Secrecy rvas not essential on rvithdrarvals, so the the occupants, earning him the Air Forcc Cross. Flcming had
nships orbited the LZ to attract and supprcss cnemv f ire. t lown his combat qual i f icat ion check r ide only l2 days before
rcly was an LZ large enough for the hel icopte r to land tbr the mission.

pick-up. The alternative second choice method rvas to On 2 Apri l  1968, SF MSGT Roy Benavidcz jumpcd aboard
betrveen l0 and l5 f t  (3-4,6 m) and drop rope ladders. a ' 'Green Hornet" Huey preparing to dcpart on a mission to

method most often used involvcd the - 'McGuirc Rig", rcscue a reconnaissance team pinned dorvn near Loc Ninh.
ich al lowed the hel icopter to pluck the men out of the The hrst Huev was shot dorvn attempting the pick-up and
gle. I t  consisted of tr iple ropes, each with trapeze rvrist lnotherwas successful but not befbre a pi lot and co-pi lot were
ks, or fastened to the soldier 's "Stabo Harness". The troops ki l lcd. Benavidez. who was severely rvounded, rvas arvarded
ngled 120 ft  (37 m) below the aircrrf t .  their hands free for the Medal of Honor for his act ions. During a mission on l9
ng weapons. Night inf i l t rat ion and pick-up missions were February 1968, a UH-lF was shot down attempting a team
remcly dangerous and performed only in emergencies, rcscue. SF SSGT Fred W Zabitosky, though badly wounded,
n possible aided by flareships. rescue d the co-pi lot,  earning him the Medal of Honor. Because
igh drama was of ten prevalent dur ing the "Green Hor- ol ' theverynatureof i tsexploi ts, the20thSOSlost l9Hueysin

: -  Cn A TL^ 
--^1! l - : -L^----r : -  

.L^ anl l  Cn O 
--^- , .^  

a\ I l ,  -  T -  - ,s" tenure in SEA. The mett le inhercnt in the 20th SOS cre ws SEA, I 3 ol them shot down. One was lost north of Nha Trang
s typif ied by the actions of lst Lt James P Fleming on 26 rvhen i i  was hit  in f l ight by a 105-mm round. Five irboard were
vember 1965, when he rescued a seven-man tearn under ki l led. reportedly including the sqr-radron commirnder and a

L!H-lNs are shotvnoperatingvvith the 21th Contpo.site Ly'ing (eventual.rrcce.s.ror to the 20th SOS) at l lovvard AFB in the Canal Zone. They have
high-visibil i ty markings and .Ylvl-94 20-mm grenade launchers nutet! vith L,lLr-59.1B rocket pods on the hardpoints. ( L'SAF phoro.l

=-<.-
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( Above) A 1982 illustratbn of a UH-l N of the 20th SOS at Hurlburt
f-icld, FIorida, showing un wrusuat nrottled colour scheme rcsultingJronr
tha application of a thrtc-tone camouflage over light grev. Stencil-t.t'pe
iluti;ial insignia ure in blu,'k. (Ri1ht) LAU-59 jB rotket pods on the
U' Il - I N, 1 0 in ( 2 5,1 cm ) I onge r r han r he LA U -5 9 l.'1 vc r.sion. ( Be lott' ) A

pair of UH-lNs ot'cr flurlhurt in .Vay 1983. ( LtS..lF photos.t

civi i ian technical rcprcscntativc fronr Bcl l  Hel icopter. Fivc
hel icopters werc lost (four by enemy f irc) during 1967-68
alone. and thc unit I 'el l  upon even hardcr t imcs whcn f ivc
aircraft were lost to cnemy f irc during thc l l rst lbur months of
l9(r9,  an undisclosed numbcr ol-crcwmcn bcing ki l lcd or
wounded.

Cross-border operations peaked in I  969 and earl) '  I  970. but
f irr thcr losses and maintcnancc problcms l irrccci an cnd to such
work.  Missions endcd on I  July 1970, rvhen the pol i t ical
dccision was madc to cci lsc US troop l i l ' ts into C'arnbodia. Thc
"Green Flornets" cont inucd gunship support  ior  thc VNAF
H-34s and occasional ly milde cmergcncy pick-ups. During thc
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F Sikorsky CH-3 hel icopters, replacing the Lycoming
It in Army versions of the UH-1. The driveshaft of the

ran aft, necessitating several engineering changes to be
The engine was mounted backwards, al lowing the

shaft to fit into the transmission with the exhaust
to the fuselage r ight side. The GE engine was

l iable but very powerful,  requir ing the instal lat ion of a
own gearbox to decrease rpm. Incl icat ive ol the T58's

r was an air l i f t  by a 606th ACS UH- l  F of 34 Thai f lood
ims, plus the crcw of three! This standing record was

rvith the pi lot performing an apparently routine l i f t-
The powcrful T58 permitted a Iavourite stunt performed

by
an

h SOS pi lots, which was to l i f t  straight up to 200 ft  (61 m)
dive lorward into a take-offatt i tude. UH-lF-s original ly

ured the open bel l-mouth shaped engine air inlet;  horvever,
fi use in SEA, this was changed to a set of removable screened

inlet f i l ter sections. Like the 2048, the F model Huey had a
(61-cm) tai l  boom extension, permitt ins the instal lat ion of

al
a

a ggage compartment. This compartment was inconvenient-

of 1971, several troop carr ier f l ights ot 'eight aircraft
made from Kontum to DaNang. During 1972, US

ters f lew only occasional inf i l t rat ion missions and only
pecial request. In the second halfof 1968 alone, 20th SOS
bers earned numerous awards for heroism. includine six

Stars and I I Purple Hearts. During 1967-68, six
earned the Air Force Cross. and the squadron earned

al Unit Citat ion in 1961 and mult iple Air Force
nding Unit Arvards

Air Force Huey
mount of the "Green Hornets" was the Bell UH-l serres
:y" helicopter (officially, the lroquois), which had been
ted by the Air Force in 1963 for missi le site support duties.
gnated the UH-lF (originally H-48 in the USAF desig-

system), and based on the Bell Model 204B, the aircraft
bui l t  to accept the GE T58-GE-3 engine already in use in

ted direct ly below the exhaust outlet.  because Bell  ntted
bre the Air Force decided which eneine to use. The 1.272

seven-shot rocket pods and t, 'vo hand-operated GAU-2BrA
(XM-93) 0'30-in (7,62-mm) pint le-rnounted mini-guns. These
gun systems were located in each cargo doorrvay and could be
fixed forward for firing by the pilot. Their rate of fire was
adjustable at either 2,000 or 4,000 rounds per minute, They
could also be pivoted to a stowed posit ion inside the aircraft.
Fastened to each gun was a f lex chute throlgh which expended
brass was diverted down and away from the aircraft.  Some ol
the 20th SOS Hueys had the mini-guns f i t ted r ight from the
start ofoperations. The rocket pods were attached to universal
mounts on the aft hardpoints. Init ial ly, the mounts used were
the XM-156 type, famil iar on Army Huey gunships, but these
were later replaced in favour of a more compact mount ol the
type seen on US Marine Corps' Hueys.

UH- I Fs used as team transports were called "slicks", a term
originated by Army Huey crews in Vietnam to describe a UH-1
lacking heavy armament systems. The UH-lF and P desig-
nations were used interchangeably within the unit as the
number of Hueys modif ied with hardpoints increased. During
the early years of operations, a number of 20th SOS Hueys also
leatured a Sagami mount, which incorporated a standard
inlantry model M60 machine gun amxed to a swing-out post
arrangement. The Sagami was used on gunships as rvel l  as
"sl icks", but most of the latter featured M60s suspended from
"bungee" cords in the cabin doorrvay. Fastened to the
weapon's barrel was a long metal rod which prevented an over-
zealous gunner from accidental ly shooting into the aircraft.
The guns werc also fastened from below with a strap and
were belGled through f lexible ammunit ion chutes attachcd to
containers fastened to thc cabin f loor.

SEA avionics were instal led in the 20th SOS Hueys and
many aircral i  were seen with two VHF/UHF antennae on the
cabin roof. Al l  "Green Hornet" Hueys retained their cargo
hooks, although these werc rarely uscd. Passenger seats werc
not instal led for the reconnaissance team missions - instead,
crervs frcqucntly fastcned lawn chairs to the cabin f loor! In
Vietnam. crews quickly adopted the practice of placing
ceramic body armour plates in the nose "chin bubble"
windows - gunners usually sat on them in thc cargo area.
While based in Thailand, the UH-lFs also often displayed a
placard in a bracket on the doorpost Iocated between the pi lot
and cabin doors. The inlormation on the placard depended on
the cover story being used to explain a part icular mission.
Some t i t les used were "USAF, Thai Army, Lao Government",
and evcn "Department of Health"!

At t imes, the 20th SOS was cal led upon to test new
equipment. One example was a large infra-red searchl ight
tested rvhi le the UH-ls lvere part of the 606th ACS in
Thailand. Later, in Vietnam, the unit tested a pcrsonnel
detector, known as ir  "people snif fer", rvhich detccted
chemical scents emittcd by humans. Neither system was
adopted for use by the unit.  While at Nha Trang, t ' ,vo gunships
flerv ' 'Firef ly" missions over Binh Thuy for a t ime, but i t 's
doubtf ul that they were f i t ted with searchl i-eht equipment.

Twin Hueys arr ive
In a move by the Air  Force to upgrade i ts Hueys, the UH-ls
of the 20th were gradu:r l ly replaced by UH-lNs after the unit
moved to Cam.Ranh Bay in late 1970. Tbe UH-lN was wel l
suited to the "Green Hornet" missions, having I greater
iaylo4d capacity and iwin engine safety. Init ial ly developed by'
Bel l  for the Carradian Armed Forces. ' the twin-Huey.was
purchased simultaneously by rhe USAF and USN. Air  Force
N-model del iveries began in 1970, eventual ly total l ing 79
aircraft.  Power was supplied by two Pratt & Whitney PT6T-3
turbine engines having a total output oi 1,800 shp ( l  343 kW);
the mil i tary engine designation was T400-CP-400. Maximum
grossrveightof  the UH-lNwas 10,000 lb(4 540kg),maxrmum
spced rvas 142 mph (228 km/h) and the maximum range at
mission gross weight was 260 miles (418 km). The normal
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r (951 kW) power plant drove a 48-ft  (14,6-m) main rotor
h 21-in (53-cm) chord, enabling a gross weight o1 9,000 lb

kg) to be used. UH-lF del iveries total led 120 aircraft
ugh 1967, with fol low-on versions designated the TH-lF

It during 1967 lor instrument and rescue training
Air Force wasted no t ime in sending i ts UH-lFs to

A, the f irst Hueys serving with the 606th ACS in Thailand in
. The exact number of Air Force Hueys used in SEA is

nown, but rel iable sources and photographic evidence
inf icate about 20 to 15 aircraft.  A typical crew comprised a
pi lot.  co-pi lot and two gunners who doubled as cre*'  chiefs.
Af Forcc UH- ls in SEA worc the typical  USAF tr i - rone paint
scfreme with i ight  grey undersidcs.  but dur ing mainrcnance

hauls. some Hueys were repainted with only the l ighter
ol-grccn. iVlarkings rvcre l imited to simply a l lat black

al number on the tai l  f in .-  standard practice having the
t three digits of this number appl ied to the nose panel, also

t black. Located on each side ofthe tai l  boonr was a larse
l led hornet. usual ly in green and facing forwards. but at

s black or facing .to the rear. While the unit was at Tuy
, the hornet began to appear cverywhere, including on

raftt from other units. Personai markinqs rvere used on the
ys. though. not in abtrndance.. On rare. occasions. the

AF Flueys were observed in SEA rvith a small  national
ignia on the forrvard tai l  boom
To l ir l f i l  the two-lold mission of transport end qun support,
rc UH-lFs were modif ied short lv af ter  the "Grecn Hor-

ts" began operations in Vietnam. These hel icopters were
ted rvith hardpoints, armour and crerv-operated weapons.
entual ly. some 20 aircraft were so modif ied and redesig-
tcd UH-lPs. The standard \yeapons load on the . 'P" modeld UH-lPs. The standard \yeapons load on the . 'P" model

pr ised r  pair  of  LAU-59/A (XN/l-157A) 2 '75- in (70-cm)
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nssscnqcr lold rvas l- l  plus pi lot and 220 US gal (833 l) of fur- i '

Li fe t trcir prcdcccssors. the trvin-cngined Htrevs of thc 20th

SOS \vere f i t tcd rvith weapons svstems - al l  gunship versiLrns

hlv ing GAU-2B/A and LAU-59/A weapons. In l ieu ol ' thc-

prir.r i-quns. the Ns could carry XM-94 rapid-f ire J0-mnl hend-

onerJcd qrenldc launchers.  Instal lat ion,  operat ion.  lnd

rrool icrblc svstL ' l l ls  prrral le led those ol ' the nl ln i -guns. This

svstem had an 800-ror-rnd capacitv'  an cl l 'ect ivc r irn,se of '1.90()

t i  t t .SOO m) and could f i re 400 rpm. Often. a mini-gun rr ls

6ounted in the lcl i  door and the 40-n1m.w-eapons in thc r ighr.

T.he UH-lNs ar; jved.in Vietnam rvith f lat:black USAF t i t l" ;s

lnd scr ia l  nuntbc.rs on Ihe t ] i l  f in.  and st i lndi i rd crnloul l rgc.

but the "USAF" and data block on the pi lot 's door wer! '

quickly oversprayed rvith f lat black, and the hornet insi i :ni ;r

edded to the tai l  boonr.

End of  an era
Nlany lessons were learned from the SOG operations of thc

Vietnam \r 'ar cr i l .  The ful l  potential of these exploits was ncvcr

real ised. becausc oi the inhibit ions imposed by the US
observance of the Geneva accords. America also t 'eared that

cxpanding thc war into Laos and Cambodia would lurthe'r
involve North Vietnanl or even China. Many of thosc iessons
learned are formed into the doctr ine of today's modern Spccial
Operations Forcc (SOF).

From thc end of  the war unt i l  I  983, the 20th SOS cont inucd
to funct ion at  Hur lburt  Field,  Flor ida,  as part  of  the lst  SOW
of the Tactical Air Comrnand (TAC). Aircraft used rvere the
UH-lF,  P,  and N var iants and CH-38s, rv i th the ta i l  code
"AO" carr ied in white on the tai l  f ln, thc serial number addeci
on the tai l  boom in rvhite, and small  national insignia appl ied
to the fuselage roof 'and bel ly, as well  as the forward end of
each tai l  boom side. Eventual ly, the older Hueys were phased

out in favour of the t* ' in-cngined models and HH-53Cs
rcplaccd the CFI- is.  lv lanl ,  of  thc oidt ' r  Hucls and CH-3s
eqtr ipped rescr\ ic SOS unrts.

Todal ' .  Special  Opcrat i t  ns cxists on I  largc scalc,  encom-
passing a mir  o l 'Air  Forcc act ivc.  Rcscr lc and Cuard uni ts
11ving a qi t lc  var ietr , '  of  spccial  a i rcr l l i .  Through e major
rcorganisut ion in ivtrrrch i983. thc lnd Air  Div is ion rvas
rclct ivetcd.  bccr ' rur ing thc iocel  point  lbr  a i l  Ai l  Force special
operat ions act iv i t ics.  Through this reorganisat ion.  the 20th
SOS olhcial l i . '  dr*v lo a closc i ts proud status i is thc only
combat ht l i ioptqr si tuadron' in thc Air"Fcrrc'e. I ts UH.lNs.
rverc absorbed pr imir i lv  into the 2. l th Contposi tc 'Wing at
Horvard AFB in Plnama. Besidcs th is uni t .  othcr pr incipal
uni ts of  the 2nd Air  Div is ion include the lst  SOW. the USAF
Special  Operat ions School .  and three squadrons at  Hur lburt
I r ic ld.  two squadrons in the Phi l ippirrcs and onc in Gcrmany.
Spccial cmphasis is placcd on unconventional rvarfare, using
uniquc aircrat i  with spccial cirpabi l i t ies. In contrast to the days
of Victnam. a good proport ion ol-  hcl icoptcr nr issions arc
f lorvn loiv levcl at night rvi th night vision dcviccs.

In an efTort to upgrade the SOF to kecp pace with the
Iikel ihood of low intcnsity confl ict.  thc Armv and Air Force
signed an agrcement on 22 May 1984 as an Air land accord.
The agreement provided that the Air Force transferred
responsibi l i ty lor providing hel icopter support lor SOF to the
Army this including about 100 Air  Force hel icopters
dedicated to that  mission. The changeover,  occurr ing in July
1986, ended what proved to be a truly unique and colourful
chaoter in Air  Force historv.  I

'f ltc uutfutr *'oultt like to rlktnk the follon'ing.[or tlu:ir tontributions to
tlti.s ar tit le: Daye Deli,sio , Tom Gurt:iu, C raig Grcentt'r.tod, Tom H ansen,
Jumcs Ball, Genc Coli', Bell Hc/icopter and tlrc U,S.1F.

TheUH-lNser ia l  96-6644oJ' the20thSOScr. tnduct insopeni ,atertraininginJunal983.(USAFphoto.)
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